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CHAP^'ER I 

1841-184?. CA 2 ET 7 E 0 TO TtiE ttVFFS. AFKli^E IffJiSDiA 

4 * 

War—Chatlum—Fort riU^S^rDom^ries—llow a])pMnl<si] — 
Gticucil—Bretl^ng in—Orders oi rea<liM 9 A-»Sbi}> ins|)ec(ud—Embujs—First 
Onyi on hfianl—Typical ebsaders—Warmih—Oar ** tub "—Hcduced* allow- 
* * 0 ances—(la^litioM.on Ifciard—Amosoments for men—For ulBccrs—** Speakini; ** 
^i}M—'A dilinasted resael—Kint seme of respuosibility—liulUciplinc—^eplunc 
*-«Oa board—Tabic Ray—Shore boats—Cape Town—VicJtiity—ORidal duties— 
The Aip Z 4 rytfV—Aji ** old frieml —The 35th Racimcnl—Ttie contractor— 
Botanic Garden—Ea^ward—Molinoiis crew***l^od ahoy—Tetri bit news—Thu 
Hooghly. • • , , • 

• • a • 

e A4i Brltiih and Ijtdian troops occupied Cabal; but throughout 
ff^hanisLin the aspect of things political^was alarmiog. In Scindv 
meers wefe dehant and holtile. The Punjab in a state of dis' 
turbaflce and convulsion; iaw and order had ceased; isolated murders 
* and maaiacres instigated by opting claimants to the throne left vacant 
in •1859, and since that time occupi^ by a prince against whom the 
insurrecdonary movement was* now directed by chiefs, some of whom 
inimical to British interests. • 9 

Military reinforcements on a large scale were dispatched from Eng¬ 
land Great, accordingly*the activity at Chstham, then the only depot 
whence lecruits and young officers were ^ent to regiments serving in 
India. l*hc depor then at Warlejwas for soldier^ of the Honourable 
^A^ompany’s set vice. ^ 

Into the General Hospital as Fort Pitt were^cceived military^nvalids 
Indians from all other foreign stations. There they w^re treated 
for '(bar several ailments; thence discharged |o j^n their respective 
from the service on sud) pensions^as tl^y*were deemed 
^llcd \o by length of service and regim^tal charactar. Xhen the 
'^perioclyOf engagement was for lif^, otherwise twAty-one years in the 
^lanfry. twenty^four in the mounted branches. * 
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Tkirty-^ne Years in ike :Army 


[184* 


1 nere young meoical men nominated for appointment to the army 
underwent a cours^of training, more or less long, according to iudi« 
vidual Circumstanced for the 

they received no pa^^wore no uniform; they dined at mess, paid mess 
subscriptions, and were subject to martial law. * » ' 

Professional education included requireroer)& for diplomas, and in 
addition, special subjects relating to military medicine, suisery, and 
management of troops.^ Nominations f<^ appointment^were by 

old blicers or other men whose social position was a guaradtee ia regard 
character and fitnes: of their ndminees for the position sought by 
them; certi6cates by professors and teachers under whom they studied < 
were submitted to the re3ponsibIc4*authority ^ at the War Office, with^ 
whom rested their selection. Thus in effect o combinod system of 
patronage and competition was in force. 

With anxious intere|t a small group of expectants awaited Ihe . 

of the coach by which in^t{.ote days afternoon letters and'evening 
paper? from the metropolis were conveyed. Eagerly^ was The Cauttc 
scanned when, close upon the hour of midnight, the * i^apers we'/w 
dciiven.'d. Great was the pride and rejoicing with whicK some of*«o6r 
number read |he announcement relating to them; great the drappotnt- 
ment of those who were not so included. The regiment to which I had 
the honour of being appointed wu the $rd,cT Duffs,’**Che depot of' 
which formed part of the Provisional Battafion therfoccupying.Fortin 
.Barracks.* • * 

The duties assigned to young medical officers were unimportapl^ 
initiatory rather than definite in kind Careful watch and superihten- 
dence on the part of official seniors gave us an opportunity of learning 
various points relative to practice, as well os to routine and disctpUnc, 
to be turned to account—or otherwise^ in the career upon which we 
were entering*^ But the proce^ of breaking in*’ was not without 
disagre^bles. Courtesy towards young officers on the part of their 
seniors, military or medical, was a quality ram at Chatham, but where 
met with in isolated instances was the more appreciated, and remem¬ 
bered in subsequent years, ^e system ** of ^oaining in force tended 
rather to break than bend the apling. , 

Thus did three months pass away. T]jen came an order of readiness 
to embark with the detachment of recruits next to sail., Althou^* 
about to (proceed with those pertaining to what was now **my.\bwn 
regiment,^ offidaf relations required that my appointment. to 


special duties ^before them; meanwhile 


Sir jVmes KicGrigor^ Ikn., DirectorGyneraL 
* The date of eppoiotment a» Anbuat Sargeoo, jane 9 ^ ^7 

L.R.C.S.E.; M.D. St. Ahdrews : both April, 1840. ' * 
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charge of them should have the^ audiority of Thc^ Honourable Court 
oi Directors,’' and that to obtain it, personal app^cation must be made 
at thev** old historical {jouse in Lea^nhall Stnn —d formality which 
was gone through with ease and tMccess. Th^^s what the appoint* 
ingnt in question implied :^Not only did I receive the free passage 
to which I waf entit 7 qd, my daily rate of pay ^ running on the while, 
minus deducted ^*for messing,** but was privileged to oc<^py the 
secyn± best c^^bin on board, gnd dt the end of* the voyagq.to receive in 
nipeet a silm equivalent to fifteen shillings per head for officelt and 
soldiers landed, and half a guinea for each won.'Vn and child. In thpse 
golden days** the sterling value of'the rupee was at par. 

The ordeal of•“ inspection ** was duly performed, the requirements 
on board declared **satisfactory,*' the formal report to that effect ^trans¬ 
mitted to the authorities. My personal knowledge of thode require* 
jQ^adts was absolutely nil. How much more, definite that of other 
membdrs of the Inspecting Committ^, soon to be judged pf. For 
example: side or stem pot% there were none, deck ventilators being 
<eonzidettf tufficir^t Food stores comprised casks of salted beef and 
poxk ■, tins of soup and bouilltf, potatoes and other vegeubles, some 
dried,'^ome tinned; pickles and lime juice, bread, otherwise hard 
biscuit, destined ere many weeks had elapsed to become mouldy and 
honeycomb^ by weevils. Thers were bxgs of floar, peas, and raisins ; 
an ample supply* of tobacco ; also of riun and porter, to be issued to 
the troops as a daily ration. The water tanks and a series of casks o*s 
had been’filled—so it was Said—from the Thames below London 
Brfdge, when the tide was at its lowest 
The day of departure arrived. The detachment of which I was an 
unit marched away from Chatham^ BifrTacks, thfr>agh Xochester, Strood, 
and SO by road to Gravesend* There it was conveyed on board the 
Indian; twcnty*four hours allowed us to settle down^on board; the 
ship th^ taken in tow by steamer; we are on our voyage. > 

A fortnight dap8ed;*we were no farther on our way than off the 
coast of Spain. The, novelties of first experience afforded subject of 
. observation and thoiigbt: those which most iihpressed us, the clear 
moonlight, the starry galaxy«of heavens, the Milky Way, the cloud* 
less sky, the phosphorescence of the nnduladng sea through yhich our 
ship sloijjy glided; the passes of living things, chieiiy meduss, that 
fitted fathoms deep in ocean. During daylight mmy lan^ birds fiew 
oyeiT^us or rested on the rigging. « ^ , 

though our party was, it composed its proportion, of men 


' 7 /. 6 ^. 



4 




Tkirty-n^ Years in tie Army 

^ i 

\ f 

typical in their sevbral ways* The commander of the vessel, soured 
with life, disappointed in career, tired of sea life, but unable^o quit his* 
profession*' One*of t||e ship’s officers, a young «nan of d%eply yeKgious 
convictions. An anal^ subaltern, ifaured to the chagrin of having been 
several times purchased over by men of less service but more fortunate* 
than himself in worldly means* The lady’asman, pretentious and 
vapid, given to solos on a guitar; the instrumeut. adorned with many 
coloured ribbons, to eac^ of which*he attached a legend; his**cabin 
decorated with little bits of ^^work,'’ cards, and trinkets, for fls yet 
ph^ographs had not been invented. ' The irascible person, ready to take 
offence at trifles, and in other way? uncertain. 

A month on board; the Canary Islands faintly seen in the distance. ' 
Already ^cat and stuffiness ’tween decks so unpleasant that* carpqnterv 
were set X6 work to cut out stem ports for ventilation. Our progress soi 
slow that with all sails set a ship’s boat was launched, in which some of* 
our nun^^ers amused themselves l>y rowing round the ^essel. 

Twosnonths, and we stiU north of the Equator. Various reasons 
given for tedious progress, among others light airs; con^fy wind^ 
adverse cuirents. But none of these explained the fact of our b^&lg 
passed by vessels, some of which, on the horizon astern of u# in the 
morning, were hull down on that ahead ere daylight vanished. That 


our ship was alluded to as wortMess old*tub” need now be no 
matter of surpnse. ^ • 

u Not more than one^third^of our distance to be run as yet got over; 
prospects as regarded the remainder'by no means ha^py. The 
welcome announcement made that all hands, including crew and troops, 


must submit to reduced allowance of food and water. Of the latter, 


the full allowante pef head pCt d^y for cooking and all oth^^ 
purposes was seven pints, now to be reduted to six. No wonder that 
the announcem^t was not receiv.ed with tokens of approval ^ 

Looking back to conditions as described in notes taken at t£e time, 
the contrast so presented between those wMch were then deemed 
sufhdent for troops on board ^ip, and those which now exist may not 
be without some historlbal interest Space ’tween Seeks 40 limited,^ that 
trith men’s hammocks slung, those wko on duty had to make their 
way along at night were forced to stoop almost to the attitude of the 
ordinary quadruped. The sick bay ” on tbe port side, cl^ to the 
romn hatch, directly .exposed to rain from starboard; except a can^fha. 
screen, no ^pamt^n between the quarters of unmarried and 
married ;,no separate acconf&odation for tick women or children; 
prison set apart for the^refractory. All over the ship myriads of 


1 The hammock space per man wu 9 feet % i). 
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roaches; these insects, especially lively at night, supplied to men and 
.dfKcers ex^tement and exercise, as, slipper in h^pd, they hunted them 
whene;ver thej)a]e light^iven by the ship’s lamni enibled them to do 
sa Cleanliness of decks and fittitgs was to ^fbe extent effected by 
’'means of <hy screbbing, llie use of Burnett’s Solution ^ substituted 
the odour of the conj^uod so named for that of humanity. By means 
of iron (umigators in which was burning tar, the atmosphere <4 ’tween 
decks ^as pu4hed, due precarious taken to fninimise ihf risks of fire 
attending the process. Tubs and hose on deck supplied ample means 
for the morning ** souse.” * ’ ^ 

A carefully chosen library provided for the use of our men was 
^placed on boardtby the Indian authorities; it was highly appreciated 
^and gener^ly made vse of. Among the troops, games of all sprts were 
icncouraged, their selection left to men’s own choice. In working the 
ship rca^y hands were at all times available.^ Gymnastics and feats 
of strength were in high bvour, and with the routine o^ guards, 
parades, inspections, and^ forth, daytime was filled up. * In the 
Evenings,^ngs, liecitations, theatrical performances, and instrumental 
'in&tic were indulged till the bugle sounded lights out” 

Of&aers had their ways of passing the time. They included games, 
gymnastics, bets, practical jokes (of all degrees of silliness), cock 
fighting, wild and dangerous adventure^in the rigging, and on Satur¬ 
day eveAings, ^tolsts, then usual on si!ch occasions, enthusiastically 
** honoured.” A weekly newspaper was set on foot; the works of Scott, 
^Viakespeare, and Pope, among*other authors, carefully studied, and 
discussions, more or less profitable, held on their contents. 

Sighting, signalling, and hniling ships was a favourite amusement as 
opportunity occurred. By some^ of those home ward bound we dis¬ 
patched letters, with passengers on board others we exchanged visits, 
strange as such ceremonies may seem to those now acquainted only 
with modem twenty-knot floating steam palaces. While paying such a 
visit to a ship five months out from China,,we learned the news ” that 
Canton had been captured (on May 25-27, 1841) by the forces 
. under command of Sfr Hugh Gough. * 

In near proximity to the Equator we came upon a ship, the Cambridge^ 
disabled, her topmasts carried away in a ^dden squall tifo nights 
previous.^ The resolve tp stand by and give assistaifte was quickly 
talxn. Boats were lowered, parties of sailon and recruits, accompanied 
b)^me officers, were soon on board. Within a fe’^lMurs Refects were 
*i^e good as far as that sms practicable> meantime n|ght bjid clgsed 
a somewhat fresh breeee spriing up, clouds lobseured the sky, and 


* SoIuUm of chloride of tine. 
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SO the return to our ship was by no means accomplished without 
danger. \ ' « 

The dislince to 1 ^ got over was still grew', before the shi^could 
reach Table Bay and Anewed supfdies obtained. The health ctf all on 
board had so far remained good, notwithstanding all thd drawbad.j* 
experienced The likelihood, however, that thif happy* state of things 
might siddenly come to an end became to me 4 source of what was 
the {yst sense of official anxiety with* which I had been acquaint^ 
Excepting two somewhat elderly nonoommissioned officers, s^ially 
pu,^ on board the betted to ensure discipline among our recruits, all 
others were as yet but partly tutored m military duties and order. 
Unwilling obedience had from the fiftt been shown by several of their 
number c then came ^regularities, quarrels, anf fights aftiong ,them> 
selves. Nor were the few married women on board ideal p^ttenu o| 
gentleness, either in speech or behaviour. ^ 

Amopg the crew were men whose antecedents, so ^ as they could 
be ascAtained, were of the most questionable kind, and whose conduct 
on board had, from the first, been suspicious. Between'^them an8 
kindred spirits among the recruits, it appeared that an understandnig 
had been come to to have what they called ** a disturbance oif^board. 
Those intentions having come to the ears of the officers, with the 
further information fnat fully ninety tdbo wep* implicated, preparations 
were made for emergencies: arracks fitted up,in the saloon; firewin^ 
*Lumished; ammumtion see/i to; non-commissioned officers instructed a$ 
to their duties. But an occurrence'which now happdhed distract^ 
attention from the soK:alled plo^ whether real or imaginary did not 
transpire. * * 

Our entrance idto tropical latitudes, some three weeks previous, bad. 
been duly announced by "Neptune,” whov selecting the period of first 
night watch for the ceremony, •welcomed us from amidst a flare 
blue liglf.s on the forecastle, on our coming to bis dominions *Having 
done so, he returned to bis element; his car abuming tar-barrel, which 
we continued to watch as it ^^emed to float astern, until all was dark¬ 
ness again. On board, ** offerings ** tfA to be made the sealed, 
half-sovereigns and bottles of rum, sent to the foVs^ie, being those most 
appreciated. t ^ 

While ye{ in the first degr e e of south latitude, the sea-god, accom- 
panie<^by his court qffid|Is, announced their arrival on board, the wln>>> 
personifiedeby Hic^bers^of the ship's crew, appropriately attire^f^ 
acotrdanee with their respe&ve official positions. The ceremony 
^Mnitiating” the ^'chiRlrcn" was quitkiy in progress, the chief cerv 
monies connected therewith including shaving, "bathing,” besides som^ 
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Others by no means pleasant to« their subjects. One of our young 
^eCruits strongly resisted the ordeal through which^ several of his com* 
rades had p^aed. succeeded in making his ^escape from his 
captor$» and quickly mounting the chip's railing^Xhence plunged into 
sea, to <he consternation and horror of us all. The vessel was 
instantly *^put about,”^ boat lowered, but search for him was in vain. 
The oc^yirrence was, indeed, a melancholy outcome of wj^at was 
intended to be^a scene of amijsement But tffe spirits of young men 
were light, 2nd ere many hours had elapsed, the song and dancc^cre 
in progress, as if the event had nof occurred A Court of Inquiry fob 
lowed in due time, and theu the incident was forgotten. * 

We were now ^proaching Table Bay. Great was the interest and 
^admiration with which we looked upon Table Mountain, as its (p^andeur 
becaije more and more distinctly revealed. Hardly less* was our 
esdiBate *of the Blue Berg range, by which the distant view was 
^'bottnddU. Soon we were among the Shipping, and at anchor. 

Our ship was soon $urrc#nded by boats, that seemed to cpmc in 
* aiioals frofh shore » some conveying ihiit and curiosities for sale, others 
c&rpected of harrying commodities less innocuous in kind. But^entries, 
alreadjwplaced at gangways and other points on deck, prevAted traffic 
between our men and the small o^. The aspect of boats and 
their crews was alike new and#strange to mosh of os: the former, 
5|riped vdth gaud/colours,*red, black, and white; the latter, representing 
several nationalities, including English, Dutch, Malay, East Indian, and 
t^ical African, their several styles of costume no less various than 
themselves. 

Some of our number, proceeding ashore, stood for the first time 
on foreign ground. Cape Town presented a series fOf wide, regularly 
arranged streets, intersecting other, their sides sheltered by foliage 
»trees. Flat*roofed houses, coated with white plaster^ were nearly in* 
variable in their uniformity. Great wagons, drawn by teams ^of oxen, 
from six to twelve inf number—and ev^ more—were being driven 
along by Malays, anned with whips of alarming proportions; though, 
^ fortunately for the beasts of burthen, th^ were 4 ittle used. Crowds of 
pedestrians were on the thprou|hfares, interspersed with guardians of 
the peac^ the Utter dressed the manD« of their kind in London. 
'It was ifie month of December^ but the temperature was that of 
mer; the heat oppressive, as we continued our excursibn. ^ 

.^jnut of that excursioo was to Constantia. % On tbc; rigl^ the great 
l^wuntain, rising to a hdght of three thotMnd feet } the space between 
base and the road along which we drove thickly covered by forest 
}2nd undergrowth, the whole comprising oaks, silver and other pines, 
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geraniums, pomegranates, and Keatl^ interspersed with herbaceous 
plants bearing gorgeously coloured flowers. interval^ there wire 
richly cultivated fields and valleys; on or i^ear them ,^ttracli*'e*look- 
ing houses, many Moving attached to the latter no less handsome 
gardens. The road was thickly occupied by vehicles an&ptdestxisM f 
among the whites, a considerable proportion of VelMooking individuals 
of the ^r sex. There was, iu fact, a general aspect of activity and of 
prosperity. ' ^ * 

Tl.e ordeal of reporting ourselves ** to the authorities v/m gone^ 
through : our reception by ooe,^ whose surname indicated Dutch 
origin, ungracious and supercilious; by the departmental chief s<y 
kindly, as by contrast to make an«impression upon us, but partialljr 
inured to official ways as wc then were. Meanwhile, the necessary^ 
steps were in progress for placing on board our ship the much*needed, 
supplies of food materials and of water. ^ 

Among vessels that anchored id the bay during our detentioh, there' 
was the ship Ltoyds^ having on board emigrants from England to New 
Zealand. When first they began their voyage, they numb(«ed eight} 
women ond 117 children; but so appalling had been (he moru&.y 
among thefn that, of the children, fifty-seven had died. In all ^arts of 
the space occupied by passengers, sickness and distress in various 
shapes prevailed. Children, apparently near to»dealh, lay in cots by the 
side of their prostrate mothers^ whose fceblefiess rendered thein unab|p 
give the necessary aid to their inbntsT A sta!e of indescribable filth 
existed everywhere; ventilation ther6 was none in the proper sena^ 
AVomen and children affected with measles in very severe form, 
that disease having been brought on bo;rd in the penons of some of 
tliose embarking;*others suffered from low fever, and some from scurvy^ 
which had recently appeared among tbeiD^ The family of the medical 
man on board had suffered like ^e others, one <A his children having 
died. Qn the ^eck of the ship lay two coffins, containing bfidies of 
the dead, (separatory to beigg taken on sbore^for burial. The eodre 
scene presented by the ship, the saddest witl\ which, so far, I had 
become acquainted. , 

In Table Bay we agun met the C<miri 4 ^ already mentioned, that 


vessel arriving shortly afres our own had a^ichored. In a sense we, the 
(Museogers of bdth, greeted etch other u old J^riends; visits i^e inter-' 
chgngc^ th jo leave was taken of each ocher with expressions of gcM 
wirites. \beA came to anchor the ship Nankiftg^ 

on board recruits belonging to the service of the Honourable Compat^^ 
Greetings*and cheers were interchanged; for were we not all ali|[^i 
proceeding on a career, hopeful indeed, but as yet uncertain ? * 
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In the Castle, a short distance from Cape Tovn, the s 5th Regiment, 
Borderen, was st^oned, and in accordance with the hospitable 
custonuof the^time, an ^nvitatioD to dinner with the officers was 
received on bo9jd. The party ow that festive ^Kxasion numbered 
'"beiienty, the* majority guests like ourselves, and now the circum* 
stance is mentioned as thowing the scale upon which such entertain¬ 
ments given. ^ 

Invited, to th^ house of an«Afrikander DutChmaOi^ we found our- 
jKlves inlar^e airy rooms, destitute of carpets, with poli8he<I floors ^all 
e reduced to a series of iotertals ^tweer^ doors and windows ; 
he arrangements new to us, but suit^ to climatic conditions of Ac 
place. Little attentions shown by^ added to personal attractions of, 
Jady members of the family naturally enough left tlieir impression on 
^^oungSosceptibilities. • 

Very interesting also, though in a diflerent wa^, was our visit to the 
of Baron von Ludovigberg. * Elegantly furnished, rooms so 
arranged as to be readily irai^formed into one large hall, cve^thing 
*ir and mund marking a life of ease and comfort His garden, 
suited in Kolf Street, extensive, elegantly laid out, with large 
collection of plants indigenous and foreign; at intervals fouhuiins and 
ornamental lakes. In the latter were thousands of gold flsb, so tame 
, as to approach and feed from theaband of an attendant; to the sound 
of^a handbell rung by hiifl they crowded, though on seeing us they 
kept at a distance, l^o the sound of the same bell when rung by^ 
u>*they would approach, but not come near the strangers. 

Our voyage resumed, away eastward we sailed. Sixteen days 
• without noteworthy incident; then sighted the island of Amsterdam, 
from which point, as the captain expressed itf he began to make his 
northing. ^ 

Another interval of monotonous s^ life. At daybreak we found 
that in Close proximity to us was a bvque, the Vanptard^ 09 board 
of which there was disturbance amountipg to mutiny among the 
crew. The captain * |ignalled for assistance. A party of our young 
soldiers, under command of on officer, proceeded on board, removed 
the recalcitrant men to our ship, &ine of our sailors taking their place, 
and so both vessels continuetbtheir way to Cdlcutta. 

Again i|as the upwelcoipe announcemeot made that fhort allowance 
of^food and water was imminent, to be averted by pr^ress pf our 
becoming more npid than it had^ hcgJi. The 


> Mr. MMl 
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tedtam of the voyage had told *upon us \ idleness had produced its 
usual effect Chafii^ against authority and slov decay of^ active goc^ 
fj^llowship becane too apparent; all were ti^ed of eagh otbes. 
Another interval.* From the oAst-head comes the welcome sound, 
Land on the starboard bow.” Soon we come in view of low^lyin^f 
shore, over which hangs a haae in which ^utlioes of objects are 
indistu)^. What is seen, however, indicates that our ship^ out oi 
reckoning; that, as for lome time past fuspected, sometbing^.^as goncs 
wrof^ with ^ the chronometers. Wisely, the captain detemiines Uk 
proceed no farther for* the present,^ until able to determine our precise! 
pAition. A day and night pass, then is descried a ship in the distancj^ 
westward. Wc proceed in that direction, and eie many houn are 
over exchange signals with a pilot brig. • * ^ 

Twenty>fonr weeks had elap^ since the pilot left us in the l3owc9j^ 
now the corresponding functionary boards our ship off fht Sapd- 
heada We are eager for neWs. * He has much to tell, but of h nature* 
sad aCunexpected. The envoy at Cabu), Sir William Macnaughten, 
murdered by the hand of Akbar Khan; the 44th Regiment SUnihilatetl, 
part of a force comprising 4,500 fighting men and 12,000 csKb* 
followers Who had started on their disastrous retreat frons Cabul 
towards the Khyber Pass •, one only survivor, Dr. Bryden, who 
carried tidings of*the disaster to«Jellalabad. Another item was 
that several officers, ladies, \nd children* were in^tlje haffds of (Jte 
Affghan chief. * * 

Progress against the current of •Hooghly River slow, steam 
employed only while crossing the dreaded ** James and Mary ” shoal ; 
for then tugs were scarce, their use expensive. Three days so passed ; 
the first experience of tropical scene^ pleasant to the eye, furnishing 
at the same time ample subject for remark and talk. On either side 
jungle, cultivate plots of ground, palms, bamboos, buffaloes and cattle 
of othe^kinds. In slimy ooae gigantic gavials; in the river dead bodies 
of animals and human beings, i^tores and Krows perched upon and 
tearing their decomposiog fiesh. Native boats ^me alongside j their 
swarthy, semimaked Crews scream and gesticul&te wiljlly as they offer 
for sale fruit and other commodities. Our ri^og is crowded with 
brahminee kites and othet birds; guilt aad terns swarm around. The 
prevailing daflfp beat is oppressive. Now the beautiful suburb of 
Gardcp Reach is on our right; on our left the Botanic Garden 
City of P^ce^ ahe^ of us; we are at anchor off Princep’s 
The detail),” as in officii language our troops collectively are 
were transferr^ to country boats of* uncouth look, and so cont <2J^d 
to Chinsurah, then 1 depot for newly arrived recruits. Our 
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numbos so transferred equalled those originally erobarkedj two lives 
4 Get during qpr voyage* being made up for by two births on board. 
Sanitation; in modern significance of the term, had as ^bstitut^ 
the arrangements-^r want of tbdn—already jftentioned; yet no 
tpeoial illness*occurred ;^ my fint charge ended satisfactorily. 
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CHAPTER II 

1842-J843. IS PROGRESS TO JOIN 

dalatunlt—Cholera—Stwt—Oini«ioQ8—ReUc«ofmofUlitf—ColliiioD—Fire—Pu|| 
*^BerhAinpore—The ** garrieos (^noie and puiiiihne|it^CiviUtie$—Progros 

reiumed—'A hurricsae—Cawtkpore^AlUched to 59th Regiment—The troops 
**/4^~SlAd~GvaUor—39tb Regiment* e 

F irst impressions of this our first sUtioo in India, recorded it 
the time, were :-*Housel of mud, roois consisting 6f reeds^ 
fronts* open from end to end; mem^rs of families within squat¬ 
ting, infants sprawling, in a state of nudity, upon eahhen flomw 
made smooth and polished by means of cowdung appllM in a Xt^id 
state; while to outside walls cakes of the same material are k. process 
of drying, to be thereafter used as fuel by Hindoos* Gardens and 
cultivated fields abound; flowering' trees and shrubs, cocoa palms,, 
banana bushes, dumps of ^bamboo, rise' above "de^se uAdergroiyth 
of succulent planta A heavy, oppressive atmosphere, pervaded by 
odours, sweet and otherwise, has aMepressing effect, ^ if conditions 
were not altogether wholesome. European bouses according to 
Holland mode), terraces and gardens giving to them an attractive 
and elegant ap^^aranee, indicating the importance of the place while 
in the hands of the Dutch, prior to daie^ of the treaty in accordance 
with which it was by them exchanged for Java. An extensive range 
of spaqious barracks and supplementaiy buildings added mubh to the 
beauty of the station. t » 

Before many days were over several of our, young lads had fallen 
victims to cholera. ^In this*our first experiedCe^of. that disease we 
had access to no one capable of giving aid and advice; we were left 
to individual judgment,<^aQd it altogether astray as to the appropriate 
method in oitf emergency. For a time, out of our small party death 
clainysd ^eral dai^ victims; young wives were thus left widows, ycAmg 
children qfphip^. \. 

Glad to revive orders tof readiness to resume progress by 
to next *stage of our journey. Then arrived two senior officii- 

I i8i<. 
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•one to uke military command ;i the other, departmental charge of 
. our detachm^t Couitiy boats provided as bdbre» others of better 
kind foi«officers« Our untrieldy fleet started at the appointed tiroe;^* 
the boats comprising it straggled ifregularly ac^s the river, and 
fiawDg gained* the opposite bank, there made last for the night 

Early next morning if^was in movement Mid-day heat became 
oppressive* One of the soldien was prostrated by cholera, another 
sun )(b^. • Inquiry revealed the unpleasant fac^ that the 
Experienced’’ officer recently ^pointed for the purpose had 
4JO arrangements whatever for sick. Those fallet^ ill were now sent ip 

* r-mall boats back towards Chinsurah and so we continued our river 
progress, steps being taken to ha\% deficient requirements sent on 

• without delay! ^ 

^Next evening was far advanced ere they arrived. The nurflbers of 
oitf sick l)ad increased, several deaths taken^ place, some with 
^Appalling rapidity in the absence of meai& fit help. The grea^ heat 
prevailing made early interment necessary. Graves had to be hastily 
mdde in groves of frees near the river bonk; to them the dead were 
coi^n^ted, onf fleet continuiog its progress, sailing or tracking’ 
accordin^f to wind aod current After night had fallen, the blaze of 
funeral pyres qn the river banks told their tale of pestilence. ^ 

. For several days mortality^was gi^t in our small* party, and among 
themtive boatman* * As ^deaths occurred *among the latter, the bodies 
were simply left on the bank to* ^ devourqfl by jackals, dogs, and 
vultures, numbeA of which were in wait for prey. Some of our 
boats sprung leaks, and so became useless; nor was it an easy matter 
^0 get them replaced. Men and stores had to be got oift as best 
they could and disposed of amoo^ others—prodfe e dingi by no means 
easy under then present ciicumstances. 

At last there came an interval in which the malign ii^uence of our 
invisible e'nemy seemed as if withheld. While gliding upwards against 
the silent river current, suddenly from one Of the men’s boats there 
burst a mass of thick smoke, speedily foUowed by flame, and within 
the space of a frsv mufutes nothing except the* charred framework 
remained. How, or by what means, the occupants of the boat escaped 
did not transpire; that they did so was fortujfate for themselves and 
satisfactorydo all, though the aeddent, snbsequently aKcr&inqd to have 
resulted from their own carelessness, destroyed^ thqjr entire kits «nnd 
«other belongings. 


I Captain AiUer, tod Rtfiment 

* March 3$, 184^ 

* drawn by meant of topes attached to their maili^ 
* 
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Short was our respite. Sud and fatally was our detaduaent 
again struck, several deaths by cholera occurring in qutqk succession.. 
,Our sortiewhat eventful ^Woyage” was neiM its en^i when<m mid* 
stream two of our Ooats came violently in coUiston with each other, 
considerable rautus^ damage being the result. An unfortunate psnie 
occurred among the recruits on boards one whom leapt over* 
boar<i and so disappeared. Soon afterward our joumey«wu at an 
end, it haying occupied eleven days; ^we arrived at JBcrhgttfpore. 

'Near to the spacious range of barracks in which our young soldiesi 
were accommodated were lines Occupied by, a native regimeDt,^^at 
tnat time reputed to be ^ distiogaished loyalty to Jin Kompanee** 
with whose liberal dealings towaaii its own proper servants all were 
so wey pleased. In others were invalids, soldii^V wives and children 
pertaining to regiments^ employed in the war proceeding againsfChinaj 
many as yet unaware that they had been made widows ahd orphabs 
by the climate of Cbusan Wnd* coast generally. ^ ^« 

Here the conduct of our lads—for t^ey had scarcely become men 
—became 10 reckless that military discipline % had to^ be rigidly 
enforced, while in many instances severe or fatal illness seemed t^be 
the diredt result of their own misconduct As a ready, and as* thought 
at the time effectual, means of coercion, corporal punishment was 
awarded by couttf*martiaL The crdeal of being present during itf 
infliction was nauseating; but constitutetf as the detachment was^the 
punishment seemed to have been in all cases well deserved. 

General Raper was the officer in* political charge Of the Nawab of 
Moorshedabad, then a boy of some ten yean old. Several civilians 
high in rank, and a few non^offidal residents, for the most part con« 
nected with tlk^ manufacture of tussar^ silk, resided at Beihampore. 
From several of them we young office received much attention and 
kindness, not^only in their oyn houses but on excursions organized 
by tb^m for our special benefit Prominent among Chose' who thus 
befriended us, young “griffs” as we wer^ General Raper and Charles 
Du Prd Russell are remembered gratefully—even while these notes arc 
penned, many years after tSe date and incidents referred to. 

In due time the order arrived for tin to resume our river journey, 
our d^tination Cawnpore; again coaQUy*inade boats our means of 
transpc^ Ifl the early days of August we«started on wha( was to be 
in saaoy respects a monotonous voyage, though not altogether without 
its excitgmenc *^nd sirring incidents. The general manner of' 

e 


•* 

* NuBcty, aSth,* 491J1, and 5$thf 

* f>., silk prodocsd by the A/fiJkmt and allkd specks. 
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jlrogms was that tkith which w%re dow acquainted. We wen 
doomed, as before, tp be at intervals stricken b^ cholera, whicl 
seemed to have its favt^te lurking-places, general!/• at the foot q 
a somewhat precipitous alluvial bdhL Night night rest wa: 
di|turbed or Altogether banished by the sound of tom-toms, songs 
barking of dogs, crief of jackals ; sight and smell offended b] 
funeral 6^ as they blaled in near proximity to us. • 

Moreg^^ ])alf our journey was got over without spe^al mishap 
Our boatn^ observe that signs of coming storm appear in the Ay 
they prepare as best they can, bift soon the iturricane is upon us 
Boats are dashed against each oth^r, and against the river bant 
waves break oves them, tearing^ away their flimsy gear, batter 
ing some to pieces, their inmates obliged to escape and savq them 
selves ks best they could After a time there came a doH'npoui 
dr rain; 'then gradually the storm ceased, leaving several of ou 
Clumber *boatless, and destitute of gfeatdr or siller portions of ou 
respective kits. Among oth^, I suflered considerably. A fnend ii 
need, more fortunate than myself, gave roc hospitality on his boat anti 
so^«ctime thereafler, when, with others similarly situated, I chartered ; 
budgerdw. A few days after our mishap news reached us that a simila 
fleet to our o>vn, with troops,* some thirty miles ahead of us, sufferet 
very severely Vrom the same hurricane that had struck us, a considerabli 
number o^ the merf in it having perished fa the river. 

without further iodd&t of importance we arrived at Cawnpore in th^ 
early days of November, our journey by river itaving occupied more that 
two months and a half| the date fourteen years before the terrible yea 
»*fl57> **^hen that statton was to acquire the sad memory ever since associ 
ated with it Antidpatiog the return co India of the force commandet 
by General Pollock from Jelli^bad, the march to which place hac 
restored British prestige from the temporary eclipse^at Ju^uUuck 
Orders were issued to honour that army by an appropriate military dis 
play on the left bank of the Sutlej. Amoo^ the regiments assemblec 
for that purpose, at Ferpzepore, the then frontier station, were the Buffs 
Orders had also directed that on complelion of faat duty they shouh 
march towards Allahabad and there occupy the fort, the detachmen 
with which I was connected#joining headqidtrters m route. ^ For tb 
time beings we were attached to the 5 otb R^ment, and so^ continue! 
during the remaining four months of the cold season. ^ 

Here took place the first initiation into their*scvmPdiitie$^onDectei 


* Of the $ot]i snd Ssiid R^aents; i&r« than loo taci were lost at Seckre^uUe« 
that be'ag the place where the tTphooa occurred. 
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with' regimental life of the young men belongingAo our detachment, 
myself among them. Among the officers in the Dirty HalMiup- 
dred'’ whb had'ieryed with it during the &ninsular War, when, on 
account of the coil^uous severi work performed by it, the corps 
obtained its honourable soubriquet, three ^ remained, looked up >0 
with the respect due to, and then accorded t<^ distinguished veterans. 
Altemrte with duties assigned to us, amusements filled up, our time 
pleasantly. Gaiety was'^ in full flow.* Msny were the joyous gatherings 
by%hich were filled the Assembly rooms—some years thefeafter to be 
the scene of very terriole doings. Outdoor games and sports were the 
ofder of the day, the tract of jungle in Oude that stretched along the 
opposite river bank proving our most happy hunting ground. So it 
was th^t time passed pleasantly, if in an intellectual sense not very 
profitably. At the time alluded to traffic and communicatiob with 
Oude was by means of a long bridge of boats, that bridge flom thefr 
attack on which in subsequent days the Gwalior mutineers weft to be* 
driven by the forces under %it Colin CaiqpbeU.’ 

A large force, comprising all arms, then occupied thab importai^ 
station.' The impression made upon us, os for the first lime we beheld 
the magnKficent spectacle presented by general field-day parades and 
exercises, was never to be forgotten. The swarthy visages of the sepoys; 
their quaint uniforms attracted out uotice. The solidarity of the soth 
gave the impression of irresistible force. Tne rush of cavalry, as, like a 
whirlwind, they went at full charge, to a great extent concealed in a 
cloud of dust raised by t^eir horses* hoofo; the magnifeent and unsur¬ 
passed Bengal Horse Artillery, in performing the evolutions pertaining 
to thein,^these incidents struck us with amazement and admiiation. 1 
Little did we think that not many mMtbs thereafter we were to be even 
more struck with admiration at the brilliant performance of some of 


those very troogs in actual fight.^ 

A trip to Agra ^ introduced me to the experiences of paiku 
ddk. Travelling by night^he distance got over was about fifty miles ; 
alongside trotted torch-carriers, the odours feom those pillars of 
flame ** foul and offei»ive. Daring the day a halt was made at bunga¬ 
lows provided by Government for \ht use of travellers. Thus were 
four da)^ occuined in fiiaking a journey of two hundred miles. In 
and near Agrii various excursions were made and places rOf interest 
viKt^d. In the fort had recently been deposited the gates of Somnath/ 

^ CdoDftltWodkhc^, Uajor Ryta, and Oqstsin Tew. 

^ * December ud 29, 1557. < 

^ Oq the iovitstion of tt|r frieod, C. S\fiw%rXp 39tb Regimetit 
* Gates of SomnaUi cairied thence, A.D. 1024, by the conqueror, Msbmood of : 
Cttuee. 
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io connvctioD with the removal of which (tom Ghuznee the bombaslic 
p roclamation by Lord EUenborough was still subject of comment The 
tomb of AklMT ^ and the exquisite Taj Mahal * were visited on several 
occasions. The scene (presented by the latter, more especially as seen 
by modnli^t, was extremely beautifuf The minarets and domes of the 
mausoleum, consisting of pure white marble; the long avenue of cypress 
trees by which it is approached; the fountains in ^11 play; the orna- 
^ menta! flower pots,—ntade upon ul an impression never a^erward^ to 
be forgotten. ^ 

With the regiments ^turned recetflly from Kandahar, aide^by trooi)8 
from Bombay and BenggI, Sir Charles Napier undertook an expedition 
against the disalTectad Ameers of Scinde. In February, 1343, the 
battles ^ Meeanee and Hyderabad ended in defeat of their forces, 
Hyderabad occupied, the country being conquer^during the succeed- 
ing month of March. Of that war it was said : ** The Muhamadan 
rulei; of Sind, known as thn Ameers, whose chief fault was that they 
would not surrender their independence, were crusl^ed.’' ^ 

In khe neighbouring Slate of Gwalior events were in progress, the 
ilsue of which was destined to affect the 39th, the 5cnh, and thn Buffs 
in a way not at the moment anticipated by either of those regiments. 
^ Early in February, th^ distant boom of^heavy guns intimated to 
us at Agraahat the M^arajah of Gwalior was dead, and had been 
succjedet^aDiiThis throne by^is adopted son ^ in the absence of a lineal 
heir. « In such e^nts there did not appear anything to interfere widi 
the routine of pleasure in wSich so qiany young ofHcera indulged; 


that routine went on uninterruptedly, for as yet with them the serious 
•business of life was in the future. » 

Those were inde^ the days of dndia’s hospitality, alike in respect to 
individuals and regiments. For example: Three weeks had I been an 
honorary member of tjie ^‘Dorsets'^' mess, when the time of my 
departure anived; yet to my request for my m^s bill I received the 
reply, Tliere is none.” Anting the officers whose hospitality 1 had 
80 long unconsciously enjoyed were two, father and son, both of whom 
L was shortly tef meet tmder circumstances very difierent from those in 
which I had made their acquaintance. 


' Akbsr tl^ Gmt, A.D. t$56-i6o5. 

* Taj Mabal-Bibi ke Rosa, or Crown Lady’s tomb, ete<}e^over (he remains of 
Mumtas MahftJ, the Pride of the PaUSc, iflfepf Shah Jehao. She died in childbed 

^ of her eighth child, a.d. 1629, at Berhampere & iheeDtccan, whence her body was 
canftd and barled where the Tej^w stan^. • ^ • 

* The story of th^ ere&U U conchiely given io SewcU't Anafyiunl ffuUfy e/ 
'fydiot page 244. 
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CHAPTER III 

1843 . AT AALAHABAD, 

% 

I join tbe Bttffii—A(i execotion pande^Remiunu of 44lh Recinient-^Alltbibod'— 
Sicknes^PtpftBov—bite—Acddeot ^NAtml bbtorf—Agriculture^ 
LoeuM^Hiirioo giri'i long—So d ety—>Lord S«hibs~Thdr iUff$—Runioart of 
wBr-^Preptrtl)on»—The fUrt^-AfRun in CwaUot^T^ Puojab. 

E ighteen months hnd eUps<d since the day when wtliti Chat¬ 
ham to that on which we joined the distinguished regiment^ of 
which I was a member, the mann^ of my reception kind and friendly. 
As the regiment passed through Cawnporef a short halt was ordered to 
take place; the can^ to be pitched on |^t part of the parade ground, 
afterwards to be occupied by the defences in connection with Which 
the story of Gerteral Wheeler and his party has left so many sad 
associations. The object of that halt appeared in Division Orders^ 
the carrying into execution of sentence of ^eath passed by General ^ 
Court-Martial on a soldier of the regiment convicted of murdering a 
comrade. This was to be the first r^imental parade on whk^ I vfas to 
appear. By sunrise the troops were in their places^ jo as to fom^tfiree 
sides of a square, the fourth b^ng partiy occupied by the construction 
above which the fatal beam and its supports stood prominent The 
procession of death began its march, the regimental bwd wailing forth« 
the Dead March; then came the coffin, carried ^ low-caste natives; 
then the condemned man, ghastly pale, strongly guarded. Thus did 
they proceed nntil they arrived at the place of^ezecutioiu The eyes of 
mosf of us were aveij^ and*80 we saw not the further details of the 
sad drama. Regiment after r^menNmarcbed past the structure, 
from which dangled the body of a man; thence to thqr respective 
banacks or tents, their bands playing rolUc^ing ” tuifts. 

Pleasant as novd were the inddents of our march eastward along 
that most excellent highway, the Grand ^runk Road. SThe early rouse, 
**striking" tents, the **%]! in,^ the start while as yet stars glistened in 
the skjT'and dup had not ai’peared; then came the wild note 
of the coel * as herald of ^mxng ^ay } the gleam of blaring fire 
far ahead, indicating where the midway diilt was to take place,«aad 

* At the thae commendc^by Colond Qaole. 

* Eudyntwnu OrimUHu 
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morning coffee with biscuits was in readiness few all. Resuming the 
daj^s journey, we reached the appointed camp ground by 8 a.rn. Tents 
were quickly pitched on lines previously* drawn by the ^uarter*master 
and his staff. Bath, t hearty breakCast, duty, ihootingp and other 
excun ions occupied the day, then early dinner, early to bed, and so 
ready to undergo similar routine op the morrow. In our progress we 
passed through Futtehpore, a place to be subsequently the scene of 
stubiSom.fight against*mutineers iS 1857. • 

Attached to the Buffs were the remnants of whit had been the 
44th R^mentj now insisting of^a few men of whom tl^e majority 
were mutilated or suffeqng from bodily illness; the pCrty under com* 
mand of Captain 9 uuter, by whose gallant derotion to duty the 
regiro^ital colour was saved two years previous when our* force was 
annihilated near the Khyber by Affghans, directed by Akbar Khan. 

PMg, as the locality of Allahabad was anciently called, is closely 
conpected with Hindoo tradition, and still retains a sacred character. 
At the date referred to in the^mayana it was a fesidcnce of a ^Rajah 
of *^the powerful Kosalas," whose capital was Ajudyia, their country 
the modem Oude. Here it was that Rama and Sceta crossed the 
Ganges in their progress to the jungles of Dandaka, where shortly after¬ 
wards she was captured ^y Havana and carsied away by him to Lunka, 
* otherwise Geylon. Within the fort, now occupied by our regiment, is 
an uhdergBoiihd temple dedicated to Sira, its position believed to in- 
dic&tg the point Vhere the mythical Suniswatee joins the still iacrad 
Ganges. On an enclosed pi^e of ground stands one ot six pillars 
assigned to Asoka, B.C 240, bearing an inscription of the period of 
^Samudra GuptSt and century a.d. That pillar, having fallen, was 
restored by Jehangir, 1605/the fort itself captured by the Eng¬ 
lish from Shah Alum, a.d. 1765. 

As the hot season ad^ced, severe and fatal disease prevailed alarm¬ 
ingly among our men, cholera and heat%ver clsqming victims atter a 
few hours’•illness. Treatmeo^ppUed by^tbe younger medical officers 
in accordant with theoretical school teaching was useless, nor was it 
till the r^rnemal surgdbn (Dis Macqueen) directed us to more 
practical methods that anything approaching favourable results were at¬ 
tained. In thete notes, however, the intentioa is to omit professional 
matters. ^ * 

A full company of our men was sent to Papamow,«sityat6d on the right 
^ bank of the Ganges,* six miles diltant, obj^ being to afford addi- 
, tiongl space to those within the fort &ptain Airey, in command of the 
dftoebmeot, had been one of the hostagW in *Affghanistan to Akbar 
fiun, and utilised on that occasioa his culinary talents by acting as 
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cook to the party.' For a time the men enjoyed> anti benefited their 
change to country quarters. Towards the end of the rainy season^ 
however^ malarial diseases attacked them to a degree larger in proper- 
tion than their comrades in the fori; consequently our detachment was 
ordered to rejoin Head-quarters. c 

A good deal of freedom was allowed to the soldiers when* first sent 
to the country place kbove mendoned^ one result ^ing that crime, was 
next to absent fropi amongr them. A &Tourite amusement was sbooUng 
in the adjoining woods and fields, a^d, unhappily for some of them, of 
bathing, nofjvith|tandiQg strict orders to the contrary, in the Ganges, 
then in full flood. On one of those shooting elcorsions a soldier got 
bitten in hand by a cobra, the reptile being im&ediately kille^, and 
brought in with him. cThat the teeth penetrated was manifest by the 
wounds; yet, strange to uy, no serious results followed—a circumstance 
accounted for only by supposing that the j^ison sacs must by some 
means have been emptied immediately previous. Of those who in¬ 
sisted bn entering the river, some fell vied ms to their temerity. ^ 

The pursuit and study of subjects relative to natural history 
furnishe*d those of us whose leanings were in those directions with con¬ 
tinuous enjoyment and profitable occupation. Visits by friends and 
small attempts at hospitalitf came in as so miny pleasant interludes. 
When neither of these was practicable, a ^ood supply ol books and 
papersagave us variety in the way of reading. , 

So time passed until the month of September, when the cultivated 
fields were covered by hea^ crops special to this part of India. A 
sudden outburst of discordant noises induces us to quit our quarters in 
search of the wherefore. A dense cloud is seen in rapid advance from * 
the south-east; myriads of locusts, for of those*in^ctsit U composed, 
alight upon and by their accumulated weight bear down the stems 
to w^ch they ding. Next day a similar flight«is upon us, devouring 
every green thing; ^ht thereafter a third, but it passed over 
the locality, obscuring the ^y as it did sa t * 

The regimental mess house occupied an elevated positien adjoining 
and overlooking the Jumna, a short distance above the confluence of 
that river with the Ganges, a terrace pertaining to the building being a 
favourite resort whereon^ in tbj cool of dm evenbg, it wb$ usual for the 
officers to enjoy the refreshing breeze, when there was any, and con¬ 
template the^ tnrippfed surface pf«the,deep stream as it glided past 
On one such evening, iriiile^amumber of us were so enjoying the 
scene, watching ihe ligl^s of native boats s&ured for the night to eiti^ 
bank, and listening to that strange mi^re of sounds* to which nati^.. 
give the name of music, a series of what appeared to be floating Um^ 
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emerg«i from where the boats lay thickest and glided along the stream. 
Here itt witnessed the scene alluded to, and so graphically described 
by L.E.L.^ in her version of ^*The Hindoo OirVs Song.'’* It was, in 
fact, the Dewalee FestivaL* 

Alfaha^d was the chief dvil statton in the proviDces ; the principal 
courts weijf situated there, the higher officials connected with criminal 
and^with revenue administration having their residences scattered over 
what was an Extensive and ornamental s^tlement Some of«their 
houses were noted fo{ hospitality, and for more bomlly entertainments 
given for the special benefit of die younger officers. Of tl^ latter, that 
of Mra Taylet ^ his left most pleasant recollections, tic good influence 
exerted by that lad^making its mark on some of us who might other¬ 
wise have had remembrances very different in kind Amodg the most 
esteemed of the residents- was Dr. Angus, “ The Good Samaritan,’’ as 
he was called Hospitable to al^; considerate to juniors; bis good 
advice, and help in ofher readily given to all who in difficulties 
applied to him. * 

rlarly in October, the Commander-m-Chief, Sir Hugh Gough, arrived 
route north-westward New colours were presented by His Excel¬ 
lency to a native regiment * of distinguished service in ASghanistan, 
the event celebrated by festive gatherings, in accordance with cus- 


4 Poor L.E.L.!« J^urther memories of her wtU recur bereifler. 

* The words are so beautifal and j[«atbeUe that 1 truscrlbe them 

Float on, float on, xaj haunted bark. 
Above the midnight tide; 

Bear soiUy o'er the waters^ark 
• The hopes ihat with thee glide. 

Float on, float on, thy freight U flowers, 
And every flower reveals 
'Aie dreaming of mj^nely hoars, 

The hay^ ^7 s^rit SeeU. * 

Float on, float on, thy shining lamp, 

TJie light of love Is there; 

If lost beneath the waters damp, 

That love mast then despair. 


Float oa^Seneath the moonlight float, 
The aacred billows fl*er; 

Ah 1 iome kind spirit guards 9 jhot^ 
For it hiS gai&edtbe shore. 


LitZVwwfw FesUrml to l^kshmi, godden of we^d and fortune. 

Mrs. TayUr, mother of IMy 0 ope GraA, tbeif a yoadk girl in Eo^and at 


Hfehool. 


* rtk. 
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tomary usage. On the staff of His Excellency were two officers, both 
of whom subsequently attained high military distinction; |he one Sir 
Harry Smith, the other Sir Patrick^Grant • 

Reports were the air” that^a Camp of Exercise was about to 
assemble at Agra, as an experiment then tried in India fof the first 
time. Bazaar report had it that the Buffs were about to be Ordered on 
service, the scene and nature of wbtch did not just, then ten^ire. 
Meanwhile, respwuible officers ‘*saw to” the state of brown Bess,” 
with which weapon our men were then armed; to* that of ammunition, 
and other dtcesqpry items of equipment. The arrival of part of the a9th 
Regiment, to take our place, next followed, an<( simultaneously, came 
an order directing the Buffs to proceed to Kalpee, on the J 4 ^ca, 
thirteen days* march distant A few days thereafter, published orders 
directed the organization of **lbe Army of Exercise ” into divisions 
and brigades; still, there was nd inkling of«wbat was about to 
happen. t # 

For *8ome time previous evidences manifest that all was#not 
right in Gwalior; latterly report said that things in that State had« 
settled ^own, terms having been come to between the young Maharajah 
and leaden of the disaffected. A few days thereafter, our preparations 
were renewed; our weakly men, together wifh soldieis’ jyives and 
children, arranged for to be left behind, and jsith a fighting strength of 
73? powerful and seasoned soldiers, the regiment stast^d fit afid ready 
for whatever service might be required o^it ^ * 

The actual state of affairs, abdve referred to, was briefly this:—The 
young Maharajah, known as ”Ali jah Jyajee Scind^ia,*’ owed his 
selection to the widow of the deceased monarch of the same name, 
who died childless, she a girl aged thirteen, named Tara Bye. To 
the post of Regent, Mama Sahib, an uncle of the deceased monarch, 
was afknowledged by Lord Ellen borough tlfrough the Resident, 
against the wishes of At Malftranee; Rhasjee, stewar^ of the 
Household, by the Maharanee. Thereupon, the Resident wus ordered 
by His Excellency to quit Gwalior, agd the Sada prep^ecf his troops 
to oppose forces of the Company, if sent against him; hepce the cam* 
paign now about to take place. • ^ 

In the Punjab, conditmos wy e at the same time most serious, giving 
rise to expectations of armed intervention there. For exaifrple:—On 
the I5tb of Si^temtia't XS43, was j)efpetmted the double murder of the 
Maharajah Shere Singh ^ afid his sen Pertal^ at the northern gate of 
Lahore, the conspiracy which led up to that deed havmg been form^ 

I V 

% 

^ Shett Singh, aa uaaeknowledged sod of Ronjset, ” lion of the Ponjib.” 
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by Dyhift^ Singh.^ l^eit day Ajeet Singh, by whose* hand the crime 
was committed, together with his followers, were attacked and put to 
death by Heera Singh, of the deceased vimr, and hia party. For 
a time^ a state of anarchy, with its«\ttendaDt alatighter and rapine, 
prevailed erithin the capitaL These having run their course, 
Dhuleep Stfgh, only surviving son Runjeet, was placed upon the 
throne of his father, Heera Singh gnaking himself tizier. Meanwhile, 
the Sikh or Khalasi army bad become formidable under Lai Singh, a 
favourite of the Ranee as an outq'me of a conspiracy among them, 
Heera was murdered, his place taken by LaL* Nothing eould then 
restrain their ardour but^ expedition into British ternlory, for which 
it wasvwell understood that preparations were in progress. The 
proceedings thus alluded to supplied ample subje<;f for comment in the 
papers, and talk at social gatherings. * 

• 

^ DyhftD Singh, raier of (he 

^ The Renee Jitkde, toother of DhtReep. She was now R^ent. 

* SukaeqaenUy Sikh commander aAhe belUe of Feroaeshab, December St, fS4S« 
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CHAPTER IV 
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1843-1844. CAHPAlCie 2if GWALIOR. MURDWkR 

26l]i Lancers— Delhi^The dt/^Kutub—Ferose’s Lat^—Divers—Muttra—AfTdrs 
iaCwaAor—Exercise—Halt—City of Krishna—River Chonbui— 
Aao»—Sehoree—Before the battle—Battle of' Maharajpore—The i6tb— 
**The Brif^adier’—Search for wounded—CeneraS Churchill—L^jtenant 
CavamQ*h—The muitef*roU—Neat night—The killed and wounded - Keiume 
the advance—News Vf Punniar—Queen Regent—Around our camp—Gwalior 
—The fort—Dbanning the conquered-Breaking up—Repaasing the held of 
battle—Meerut—The welcome—Writing to tip papers—Native troops—Hurd* 
war—Religious feMlval—The Dboon—Return—lialta—A rutlve regimenf dis* 
k|pded—Unrest in Vunjab—Rejoin the Bugs. 

O N the day the Balls began their march, I proceeded to joip 
* the t6th Lancers, to which distinguished regiment 1 had 
been, by*General Orders, attached for duty. Ten nights were passed 
in travelling hj palkee dik. In early monftng of the eleventh day * 
the Kutub was seen in bold relief agains^ the indistinck horisoPi for 
the atpiosphere was laden with dust After a littif «time, the Jumna 
w^s crossetLby a bridge of boats; than another tnterval, and i was 
hospitably received by Dr Ross, to whom I had an introduction. 

Various places of interest in the imperial city were visited in turn. 
The Jumna Musjid, or chSf mosqu^ its domes and minarets imposing' 
in their grandeur; the balcony in the Chandee dixoiJt, whereon, in 1739, 
Nadir Shah sat witnessing the massacre of the inhabitants ; the palace 
of \hf once “ Great Mogul”; the smaller buildtng in its garden, within 
which had stood *^e Peacock Tbvane’^: the remnants of the 
crystal seat upon which, in ancient times, monarchs were crowned; 
those of numerous fountains; the Persian •inscriptiqp, tb the effect 
that there is an Elysinm upon earth, it is this.*' ^But from the 
ruins around, frogs and lizards starri at us; the once gorgeous 
palaces, and all that pertainedJto them, were smeared ovW with filth. 

At a dis^ce of twelve miles from the city stands the ^utub, sur¬ 
rounded ^y numbofls remains pf 4 >uildings, the road through all that 
way being along a spach coVowd by ruins of various kinds. The * 
Cashmere gate 'of Delhi by which we emerged was then noted ; 
place where Mr. Fraser, Resident at The Court of the Emperor, 
murdered, and where Shumshoodeen, the instigator of that crime, waF 



- 44 ] 


Campaign in Gvfa/ior 


25 


executed^ it was to become famous as the scene of* severe but vic¬ 
torious struggle against the mutineers in 1857. About two miles on¬ 
wards stood the ruins of an astronomical* observatory, ope of two of 
their kind in India, the other being aU^nares. A little farther on was 
the tomb 0# Sutler Jung, minister to the princes of Delhi; then con¬ 
tinuous ranges of ruins until we arrive at Ferore's Lath, a metal pillar, 
the history of which is somewhat o^ure, but on wtiich marks of shot 
indicate attempts by Nadir Shah to destroy»it Now we reach Hhe 
Kutub, a pillar sixry-fiva yards in circumference at the Sase, the ascent 
within it comprising three hundred and twenty-nine steps, the exterior 
interrupted by four terfaces. Legend relates that it^is Hindoo in 
'origin ^.history that ifs exterior omameolation was seriously damaged 
by the Mahometan conquerors. Not far from it ^re the ruins of what 
would seen) to have been a tower of still largci* dimensions. In the 
vicinity of the latter a deep well, into which from a height of sixty feet 
natives dived, performing strange evolutions in mid-air as they did so. 

Fre^p Delhi to Muttra the journey was made along by-paths across 
country. In camp near the latter-named city were the 16th, com¬ 
manded by Colonel Curcton, and there I joined them. The fact had 
meantime been promulgated that the destination of ^'the Army of 
* Exercise was to be Gwutior. The force so named, 30,000 strong, was 
to bc^livided into two wings or corps, to enter that State simultaneously 
fron^ two ^irectiett^s. That from the south and eastward comprised 
the BBffs, 50th Regknent, 9th Lancers, Artillery, Native Q^valry, ami 
Native Infantry; that from the west, the i6th I^cers, 39th and 40th 
Regiments, a strong force of Artillery, xst and loth Regiments of Native 
Cavalry, 4th Irregulars, and several regimentrof Native Infantry. 

While arrangemehti for active movements were being matured, those 
of us on whom as yet cares of office had not descended, passed our 
time in visiting places of interest in an<Loear the cities of Muttra and 
Bindrabund, toth held sacred by Hindoos in relation to the life of 
Krishna. )i> the last-named city we were only permitted to approach 
the principal*temple that s|ood close to its entrance gate, but from the 
distance we c^uld see, stretching* far away as it seemed to us, the 
vista of its interior, dknly lighted by hanging lamps; at its extreme 
end the emblein of the deity ^ whom it was dedicated, resplendent 
with gems aftd precioua stones. EverywWe along the narrow streets 
and from the flat roo& of thei^ houses armies of “ sacred ** baboons 
'grhmed and chattered at u& A picni^o tome characteristically Indian 
Iflns ^ adjoining the bantfs of the Jumaa furbished ps with another 
It interlude. * 

Belonging to Luduaefanoe, at one time a Goven u nent contractor. 
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The division *of the force of which the i6th were part rf&med its 
march; in three days^arrived at its assigned position sot |ar frm Agra, 
and there encamped, pending the result of m ultimatum dispatched 
by the Govemor*General to thw disaffected Gwalior leaders., Mean* 
while, arrivals of the high civil and military officials, additions to the 
force, salutes and festivities afforded all of us pleasant coaupadon and 
variety. 

The answer pf the chiets arrives •, its terms are oeoant war against 
the State immediately proclaimed ^ by I^ord EUenborough; portions of 
the force ^ut motioD towards the river Chumbol, among them the 
16th. The appointed rendezvous near Dhol^re is speedily reached, 
and thcr^ we encamp. ^ 

A vakeel arrives k camp, bearer of a dispatch by which the leaders 
of Gwalior rebels submit proposals for peace, on their own terms. 
They are at once refused By daybreak pext pomtng the force is in 
motion. Three hours suffice for crossisig the Chumbul, an operation 
effected without important incident; establishments follow without de¬ 
lay; camp is pitched on hostile territory. The aspect of our positiijn 
and ifhmediatc vicinity presents uneven ground, intersected by deep 
ravines, destitute of roadways. Our halt is of short duration. Early 
next morning the force eiderged on open coufttry; in due time arrived^ 
in near proximity to the village of Sehoree^and there envimped. « 

M/anwhile, information was received that Gwalio^ forces w^re rapidly 
concentrating in our front Officers om the staff df our Quarterib astern 
General reconnoitred the country to a radius of ten miles and more 
around our camp. Soon the Chief" * issued orders that the march 
should be resumed next day, and the Mabrattas attaciced if met witlu * 
Conversation at mess turned upon the probtbi^ events so soon to 
transpire; extemporised plans by individual officers indicated the 
sev^al views they entertained e>f what was to hkppen. The Very young 
expressed hopes thaf the enemy wouhMiow go^ fight; some of their 
number speculated on the chances of promotion before diem. Then 
broke in one of the senion, who^had gained ezpepende of war in 
Affghanistan: ** I have just been employed in making ^ few little ai^ 
rangements in case of accidents.^ ** Highly remarked another, 

** for no one knows what to*flgom>w may»bruig forth." 

At daylight on December ap cor force began its Idvance, its 
manner of distrihutibn to mak^ aff attack simultaneously on front and 
flank of the position known lo hAvt been occupied by the MahraMm * 

^ December so, 184^ 

• SlrKogbGoQ^ 
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the preriodl evening. But during the night thej had taken up a new 
position, consi<kfabi7 in advance, and from it unes^pectedly opened fire 
on our leading columoa, Q'he general f^e was at once diluted upon 
I the new position. Horse Artillery coofmanded by Captain Grant ^ at 
• full gallop rdKe directly at the Gwalior battery; opened fire upon it 
«with crushing effect, and within the space of a few minutes reduced it 
to silence. . Having done so, away again at foil gallop Captain Grant 
led his battery against one on the left of the fbrmer, th)t had meah' 
while opened upon us,* our infantry^ columns plodding their way, 
slowly but steadily, against its line of fire. Very soon thsj batibry also 
was silenced. The i^agtry were at work with the bayonet with terrible 
^effect u^o the enemy, with very heavy loss to our own forces, jn men, 
horses, and ammunition. A third battery began itssleadly work upon 
other bodies of infantry, in motion onwards. Again Captain Grant led 
his ttopp against it with, the ^ame result; then arrived the infantry, 
including the 39th and 40th British regiments; then hand-to*hand 
confiict,«and then—the positions ^ere in the grasp of our forces. * 
While thus the conflict raged fiercely, the 16th, led by Colonel 
Rowland Smyth, * together with the two cavalry regiments* brigaded 
with them, were ordered to sweep round the rebel camp, cut off, de« 
s!roy, or dispeQM those who, driven from their ^ns, might take to flight 
The Lancers gashed onwards %t the chiige, the bright steel and showy 
pennants of (heir weapons seeming to skim the ground, while at intervals 
stray rebels fell lifeless. * The Gwalior men, antidpating such a manceuvre, 
had taken precautions against its complete success; the position for 
heaviest guns selected by them had along its front a ravine of great 
breadth and depth. Upof its edge the cavalry*suddenly came, nor is it 
clear by what means tftey escaped being {wedpitated into it There 
was for a moment some confusion as the halt was sounded; eighteen 


guns directly in front, six‘others in flank^sent their missiles through 
our ranks or ^high above them. To remain* exposed to risks of more 

* perfect practice would serve no good purpose; there was no altenutdve 
but to retire. *Tha infantry* were tefn advancing; down one side of 
the ravine, lost to sight ; up die farther side, then onwards, into the 
batteries, and theri^tbe fight was yron. 

When at first the i6th took the*position assigned to them on the field, 
k piay have ht%n that my endeavours to discover what was subsequently 
Ctilad*‘tbe first mmrA j t» may haw been 

j • * ' • 

* Grant Sahib, at be coafimnid to be Bsai^ yean afterwards when 

wAflcoeral Officer be comrataded a Dirtsloo. 

* * Colonel Ouetoo now acted at Brigadier in ***^">**^ of the avalry. 

lOlb Bengal and 4th Inegalac Cavalry. 
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that they were'not very keenly made, at any rate “ the Bri^dier ”—for 
so was named the troop horse I rode—knew his right place in the 
ranks, and to enabled me to witness the events now described. 

Returning to my proper dtA*es, I joined the parties who traversed 
the field of battle in search of wounded Great, alas I was the number ^ 
who lay prostrate,—many dead, many more suffering fiom wounds.. 
Among die lattel was General Churcbtll, his bjuries of a nature to 
make him that speedy death was inevitable. While biing attended 
to with all possible care, he reqi^ted me to take charge of the valuable 
watch Ve wore, and after his demise to send it to his son-in-law, 
Captain MitchelH of the 6th Foot, at that time serving m South Africa. 
During the night he died, and his request was orried out by nij. 

At a short distance lay, m the growbg crop that covered the field of 
battle, Lieutenant Cavanagh of the 4th Irregulars, loudly callmg to 
attract attention, supportmg by his hands a limb from which dangled 
the foot and part« of < the leg, his* othgr limb grazed by a round shot 
which bflicted both wounds, and passed through his horse, qpw lying 
dead beside him. He was taken to the hospital tents, where mean¬ 
while wounded soldiers and officers m considerable numbers had ac¬ 
cumulated. The surgeons' work begun, three* of us mutually assisted 
each other. The turn'of Lieutenant CaT/anagh to be attended to 
having come, he made a request that we should just^wait a l^it while 
he^wrote to his wife,’' for be had recently been iqajTied. ' This^done, 
'at subroUted to amputadoD, and during that process uttered do cry or* 
groan, though nothing in the shape of ansstbetic was given, nor bad 
chloroform as such been discovered; then, during the interval pu^ 
posely permitted to elapse between the operation Lod final dressitlg, 
he continued his letter to his young wife, these cirdimstances illustrating 
the courage and endurance so characteristic among men (and women) 
at the time referred to. Ht%caae was one of^many men who had to be 
succoured that day. • 

Meanwhile the force was in process of encampbg on the field so. 
gallantly won; the 16th paraded for toll q^l, the b^d of the regiment 
playing ‘*The Convent Bells,” the*notes of which lon^ years thereafter 
recalled the day and occasion. Casualties* among the men were only 


> Afiflriwds General Sir John Uitch^ Q.CB. 

’ Namely, Dr.*^aficcr of the Gusi, Conie o( t6tb Lancers, and mjwlt * 

* The etrength of the op^oriag fb^^ at the cotntteneement of battle was: • 

14,000, with 40 fans; l8,ooo» bcRidii^ 3.000 eavalxy and too gui> ^ 

The Vatiw were: SrtiifAf ia6 klu^, wooaded, 7 aussbf; total, 797. 
officers were killed 00 the field or died of wo u nds The ifalratfa/ sasulned Iqpii* 
estimated at 3,000 to 4,000. 
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nine \ bot ^mong the hors^ more numerous than thej had beeo at 
Waterloo, i^ere as Light Dragoons the 16th so highlf distinguished 
themselvea^ * ^ • * , 

The arduous and responsible work o^the day over, those of us who 
^ could do* so withdrew to our tents, our hearts full of gratitude to the 
^Almighty for ^dividual safety, there to obtain such measure of rest 
and quift as under the circumstancei was procurable; for all through 
the evening'and wly hours of night the bright glare from burning 
villages, the dense smq^e from oth^ the dull hes^ sound of 
exploding mines made the hours hideous. Such was the tattle of 
. Maharajpore.” • * 

Duri^ the evening tHh mangled remains of what in the morning had 
*been a band of brave men were committed to earth. With returning 
daylight the same sad task was continued, ail possible honour being 
shown to the dead according to the rgnk they had held, from that of 
General Officer in the penon oT General Churchill, who bad succumbed 
in the course of the night, to tha^of the private soldier. Meantime^ in 
tents the work of attending to the wounded went steadily on. There, 
officers and men whom we personally knew, lay helpless; among them 
Major Bray, of the 39th, and his son in adjoining cots, the former 
terribly burnt by the exploeion of a mine, the life-blood of the Utter 
ebbing throu^^a bulle^wouod in his chest.’ And there were many 
other ^ery pfinful i^tances, tb the aid of whom our best endeavours 
•had to be directed. *« ^ ^ - 

It was for the time being impossible to carry on with the army, in its 
further advance, the large number of wounded with which it was now 
encumbered. A guard sufficiently strong to protect the extemporised 
field hospital having j>edQ detailed^ the general force resumed its 
march, the intention being to press on as rapidly as possible to the 
capital Along a tract of soft sandy cot^try, oppressed by beat, ex¬ 
hausted by the Utigue of the previous day^ the troops plodded their 
weary way, ift their progress passing many relics of the recent fight, 
including sbot,*arms, thi^ of clothing, dead bodies of animals and of 
men, eta * • 

At last the fialt resounded from trumpet and bugle; for a time 
we rested as bcilt we could, aqd then the tents having arrived we 

a 

repelling a body of Freadi Lan^en In porsait of a party**of Scots Greys, 
I^Bvjlihieb, u Diarks of appredatien by the kibg, tb^ were flude Lancers and 
grsaiw^icafkt enifocm. « * 

^ years thereafter I ^^■***«^ acqsainted withColood Bny, who obtained his 
^coitBUon ^^withoot porchaw'' in adcnowledgmeot of semcei rendered by bU 
fliifter and brother. 



30 


Thirty-nine Yehrs in the Army 


[iB43. 


eocamped Spme further delay was rendered necessary by circcun- 
stances. During that and the succeeding day infonnation ifas receired 
in camp that while the ^ttle was proceeding in die Ticinity of 
MaharajporS) an engagement tqually fonnidkble took place between 
the Mabrattas and the force ui&ler General Grey at Panniar^ on the 
eastern border of the Gwalior State; that in it the Buffs liad sustained 
a loss in killed officer and thirteen men^ in wouftded of three* 

officers and sixty men,—the caliialties in the joth being * equally 
numerous, w * 

The arrival in camp of the Qifeen Regent ^ether with her Sirdars^ 
and the young Maharajah, the salute on the ^accession of whom some 
ten months previous has been already menlioned, caused little 
excitement, and at the same time much speculation among ua« 
Later on, however^ jhe report spread that the result of their interview 
with the Govemor^neral was both parties deemed satisfactory. 

As some among us took rides in different directions arourid our 
car^, not an aimed man was met ^with. In some of the villages 
visited individuals who had escaped ^be carnage of the prevftus day 
were found lying more or less completely stripped of clothii^, and 
wounded, some of them dead The villagers had fallen upon the 
fugitives, robbed them o^ ail they possessed^ then turned them adrift. 
They bad failed, and they paid die penalty of failure. • 

The march resumed, the force in due time reached thy immediate 
^chiity of Gwalior, and there encamped. The^hage fortress^sjemed , 
to toweff above us, while the nei^bouiing hills looked as if from 
their summits a well-directed fire could have swept the country to a 
considerable distance aijund. Within a couple of days arrived tlje 
force under General Gr^ and tha Seepree ^ndngent under Brigadier 
Stubbs. Negotiations had so far advanced ^that the latter took 
possession oF the fort, the camp of the former adding very considerably 
to the dimensions of the gre&t canvas dtf already Existing. Rapidly 
and completdy di^ die rdutine of fife to which for soiw time past 
we had been accustomed undergo a change; complimentary visits 
and entertainments, each regiment ^tertaining everyone else and being 
in turn entertained by them. By die high officials durbars and 
receptions were held, to which ccremoniali Representatives of Gwalior 
having given their pesenoc, the iact*that they did so jpdicated that 
the end of our^exp^don was approaching. 

Connected with ffie strong fora'eis^by which the ci^ of Gwalior b . 
dominated were many j&iots of*lnterest; %mong them the general gspect 
of decay as ittn from wiffiou^ die^ tortuous narrow lane that leidi 
to it, the steep and difficult flight of stone steps by which the udett * 



Campaign in Gwalior 31 

1 

must be made» and ^ntsrful gates that seemed to«lead but to a 
mass of riina Within the defences we were iace to face with 
remains of tetiples, pillaiB, and arches pettaining to edifices of the 
Jains there were remains of what ghad been reservoirs of large 
dimensioas and beautiful workmasuhipt in some portions of which 
clear water glistened in the sunlight Onl^ one piece of ordnance 
’ was met with \ it was an ancient gun, seventeen f^ in length, and 
appareltljKapable'of discharging a &fty*eight pound shot ^ 

The process of ditanning the Gwalior troops was nex.'^ performed— 
somewhat slowly at first, and not without some risk of difficulty, 
but more rapidly as inforrpation circulated among them Stat tliey were 
to resriye all arrears aof pay due, and a certun number of them 
»^en into the service of **the Company."* Then did they march 
to the places assigned to them in battalions, their bands playing what 
was intended to be ** God Save the Queen"; finally laying down 
their arms and surrendering their colours, all of which, packed on 
elephants, were taken to the forC The artillery and tavalry gave theirs 
up elsewhere. ^ 

The wounded from difierent regiments were collected in camp, ^those 
among them fit to undergo the journey towards Allahabad being di* 
spatched thither by means^f doolies and natiye carts {hackeries),—the 
orders of the Commander*m*Chief, as expressed by himself, being that 
their {frogryss \hither should be by “easy stages and intermediate 
» halts * g From AUahatiad they were to be conveyed by means of nsfltiv^s 
boats to Calcutta, and there embarked on board one or m'Sre of the 
most comfortably and well-equipped ships proceeding viA the Cape to 
England. For those whose condition was ny>re serious, accommoda* 
tion was provided in camp, and in public buildings outside the city of 
Gwalior. Among thc&e so left were three respected officers of the 
Buffs. Of these, Captaii^ Chatterton and Dr. Macqueen shortly after¬ 
ward succumbed to the disease—induced by the trj^Is of active service. 
The death tof the third—namely, Captain M^ratb—was attended 
by a little circumstance which showed that the spirit of romance per¬ 
sisted to the last ifi him. During the battle at Punniar, he, together 
with thirteen mda of his company, were blown up bf the explosion of 
a tumbril that they were in the act of capturing. Captain Magrath 
and twelve gf the soldiers with him speedily succumbed, or were 
instantly killed. When his body was ^being prepa;^ fgr burial, there, 

* y /dtm. The origia of the ssgt of Boddnsts so AUsd dates from sixth or 
Wiiat^ cestvry a.D., its decay la the twelfth or durteeqdt* • 

^'^The Gwalior Coatfageot** so esAbUsfaed joiaed the matlneert ia 1S57, and 
* took proaioeat pan la the iaTsatcocat of Cawnpore. 
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over the region ef the heart, was found a lady’s glove ; nor was it diffi* 
cult, bearing in mind some of the most pleasant incidents at Allahabad 
alreadjr recor^led, to indicate the hand to which the memCnto originally 
pertained. 

A general parade of the combined forces now took plage. •On that 
occasion the young Maharajah accompanied the Governor*General, by 
whom, in the course of his address, sufficient was expr&sed to raise 
hopes that further sers^ce on the Punjab frodtier Vas to ^be*imme> 
diately imdertaaen. But this waf not to be. ^ 

Disintegration of ‘'the Amy of Exercise'* forthwith began, in 
obedience to Orders issued Starting on thej/ return march, the i6th 
traversed the field on which, twenty^nioe dayi previous, th^;'battle 
already ciientioned had taken place. At short distances over its extent 
lay bodies of men and horses far advanced in decomposition; fragments 
of natives and equipments everywhere. The village of Maharajpore 
reduced to charred ruins; in thetr midst nuntoers of dead bodies of 
those who had so manfully stood their ground and perished as they did 
so. In what bad been a room or enclosure a confused heap of what 
had been men further testified to the obstinacy of the defence. In 
• some places miserable-looking inhabitants were searching among the 
ruins for property and hcvises. Such was tl^ wreck of battle. 

Thence to Meerut the march of the Lancers was uneventful Halts 
for a day were made respectively at Hatttas and AJighur, o^soeikted as 
those places are with early campaigns of the centiUy. At the l^tir for* 
tress we visited the gate and approach t&ereto through which was made the 
historic charge by the yfitb Regiment; ^ then the monument to officers 
and men who fell on tl^t occasioD, and at Laswaree soon thereafter. 
Twenty days m rnUe) the i6th re-enter Meept, whence they bad 
started on service now happily performed Very tonebing were meet¬ 
ings between wives and their husbands ; though to younger and less 
thoughtful men tb^ full signftcance of husband and father restored to 
those dependent on him bad yet to be realised. » 

A series of entertainments, including regimental dinnei; and a station 
ball, welcomed the return to caatonmenls of tbe^ifith and troop of 
Horse Artillery, now under Certain Alexander, that tfad so much dis¬ 
tinguished itself at Maharajpore* Preparations rapidly pushed on for 
the annual race for ** the l^cer Cup,'* and all seemed f,o settle down 
for the hot leacon of 1844, then /ut apfmaching. 

A young (Artillery) pfficer had the indiscretion to write to the papers 
a severe aid^m—irom his point of vkw—on the tactics to arhkb, 
according to himsel(*waa due the heavy cost in killed and wounded it 

^ Under Lord Lake, September 3, ig03* * 
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which the ^recent victory had been gained. A second officer made 
open boast of^tbe help he bad given in preparing that letter, and 
both of them boasted piftentiously of fhat they had donet But soon 
the attention of the ** authorities,** incldGing the venerable Commander- 
in-chief, was^rawn to the comments to questicm, with the result to the 
subalterns concerned that, as expressed at the time, ^ey were ** come 
down upon Jike a sledgo 4 iammer.’* Popular verdict declared that tbe 
example set by them, if followed, would destroy all discipline 

The date on which, a&ording to ancient custom, the great^Hindoo 
religious festival of the ye^ was to be held at Hurdwaw was near at 
handi^As on similar oc^ions, arrangements were made to send to that 
^lace a small body of native troops, those detailed for the purpose 
being men of the 53rd N.I. and 10th Cavalry, I plac^ in departmental 
cha^e. Our march thith^ began in the mid^e of March. As we 
proceeded, we went along through a highly cultiv^ed country, many of 
the fields covered with ** golden grain,** for it was the^season of bgrley 
harvest.* More and more distiorf became the snowy peaks and preci¬ 
pices of the Himalayabs; denser and more dense the masses of pi[grims 
toiling their weary way to the sacred shrine, for the occasion was that 
of the greater fair known as^Kumbh Mela, helc^ every twelfth year.^ 

Situated directly on the right bank of the Ganges, where that river 
emerges* froqi tlfe Himalayahsr the surroundings of Hurd war are ex- 
, treroety beautiful, comprising hill, valley, forest, and stream. At sh^ 
intervals temples stand; ghats o? steps that lead downwuS to the 
sacred stream are crowded with devotees. In the clear, rapid stream, 
men, women, children, and fish commingle—fpr, like the river, the fish 
are sacred The hills immediately bc 4 iind the town are of the Sewalik 
range. Along their face* occur a scries of what were roads, though now 
scarcely deserving the nacte; on either side of them are veritable rock 
dwetiings, now occupied by Fakeers. To &e geologist the same range 
has interest connected with the remains of extmet animals contained 
* therein; among them, of Ganesa’s elephant, that lived, died, and 
became imbedoed in marshfts subsequently to be upbeaved and so 
form the range referred ta 

On this occasion* an estimated number of two huodxed thousand 
persons were ^jcmbled on and in the usmedlate nrighbourhood of the 

The ((Otival ukei place cm the first day of tha*(HiAdae) OMath TUIihahb, that 
is, ooni^eneement of Sobs yeu fMar^Apev) and aaurenaiy of the day on 
^iflk ths river Ganges fint appeared oq enitlL Svery tMfih year the planet 
J>ld^ hebf in Aquarios, a tease of peenUar wactlty ocean; the great bathing day, 
or Maha Mels, ceiiKidifig whh the new noon. 

* April It. 
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ghats to Uke part in what was called the great celebratfcm/’ At a 
given signal hy the Brahmin priestSp the masses precipitated themselves 
into the liverp there to perfo^ their religfcus ceremomea Of the 
number who did so, about fift^ thousand we^ women ; but it was 
said that during some previous years female devotees bad been fewer 
than heretofore* t After nightfall the river was illuminated by floating 
lamps as already desrabed in relerence to the Jemna at, Alhihabad, 
the scene pr&ented being, as on that occasioi^ very beautiful 

An excursion to a distance of twenty miles or so up the valley of the 
Dhoon, undertaken for the combined purpojes of shooting smaU game 
and relaxation, introduced us to surroundingar very beautiful ip«<them- 
selves, ibll also of living tbiugs, animal and vegetable, most interesting^ 
to lovers of NatuVs. From the point reached by us a striking view 
was obtained of the ranges on which stand respectively Uie sanatoria 
of Landour and Mussoorie, and in ihe further distance Bnow<overed 
peal^ of the Hinulayaha 

The mila^ or festival, over, without mishap or outbreak of special 
' sickn^, our return inarch took place. The mid^y heat had become 
great; we were therefore glad to be again within comfortable houses 
at Meerut, provided wjth thermontadoteiV ^md tatties and so the 
temperature reduced from 105^ F. in the open to 76^ indoors. 

Not long thereafter the greater number, if indeed nbt a)l of ^is, were 
f,Tatifie<^on reading, in Government Orders, iift UnnounceiqerfC that 
officers and men who had been present at the battles of Meeance 
or Hyderabad, recently fought in Sciode, Punniar, or Maharajpore in 
Gwalior, were granted as a donation one years* batta, amounting in n^y 
instance, with relative rank of llbuteoant, to very welcome 

windfall ^ 

Certain native regiments were at this time ordered to the first- 
named country. ^Rumour spread peace having been established 
therein, the extra allowances granted to troops whiioi war was in 
progress was to be discontinued In the regiments^ alluded to in- 
subordinadoD immediately showed itself^ in at •least one of them 
to a d^ree bordering on mutiny. A general paradeVas ordered ; the 
disaffected corps so placed as to be in iact of artillery, on either side 
cavalry and infantry; thJteupon the sepoys belonging ^ it laid down 
their araol, after wUch they nfise paid up to date and escorted out of 
the station. The oQper oofiunandmg another corps took upon himarif 
to get rid o{ the ringlead^ without waiting for official authoritj^ fot 
doing. Thus was suppressed what for the moment threatened^ 


^ Prepared frois the roots 
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become e somewhat difficult state of matters. This was in 1844. The 
terrible evtnts'of 1857 at the tame ttarion were in\he futom. 

The state of unrest with reference tomSairs in the Pnnjab continued 
to increase* ^the likelihood of war next cold season appearing the 
greater from the facts that militaiy stores were ordered to be collected 
at Umballab^and Ferosepore, means of transport arranged for* and 
troops 6f various afms wkmed to proceed towatjls the frontier. Mean* 
while, Lord EUenboroQ|^ was recalled) and Lord Har&ioge reigned 
as Govemor*Genera 2 in his stead. • 

At the end of April* in^obedience to orders, I started Aray to rejoin 
the 18 cfs, who had rttumed to Allahabad. The first pad of the 
• journey thither was performed hy horse tiaoiit, then recently intro¬ 
duced—the palanquin placed upon a four-wheeled truck or cart, 
drawn by a single horse at the rate of.seren miles per hour; for as yet 
railways had not been* introduced into India. The latter part of 
the journey was by ordinary **palkee d&k ^; and so, in due course, 
I was again with the happy regiment to which properly 1 belonged. 
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CHArt'ER V 

1844-1845. allXhabad to Isngland 

In char ge ■Roafine—Orders for EiigUad~VolaBteeriAg--Geftiog retd/^Departore 
-^hanar—BciiAret~Simalb^RaoxieeU~a9th lUfiment—Ghaaepore-^oxar 
—Didhpore — Patxka « Gmoary ^ 62nd Rcpaent •— Cholm — MoAghyr— 
—Hoapitality—Blfti^^gttlporo—Rajmabai—A recklett aoldier-^Corporal punish- 
roent^Befhampore—A Gwalior luMtage^Plasiee—Truftsport—Party of 10th 
Raiment-—'* Rejected '’—Chandenugore^ Calcutta—'Prepantions-^Tbe broue 
star—The ** Monarch Helena — GamioaSlave ihipa — Long#ood— 

Nppoleon's grave —Courage at sea—Eogland. 

R outine of duty, a&d responaibilitioa connected with what yas 
Called charge "of the regiment, now devolved upon me. 
Much to be leamt in respect to official matters relating to my 
new position, nor could it be $0 except frord so-called subordinates 
attached in those days to hospitals pertaiqjng to British Iroo^s; tp them 
13 ^ therefore, to refer, and from them gain nee^pd^infon^tiOD. < 

The Ubpect of cantonments during the nex( few monthi much 
resembled that of the previous hot season; pleasure and gaiety at 
suitable times, but not to interfere with duty. Among the solders 
unhappily there occurred,'as bcfqfe, great sickness^ and mortality, the 
line of new-made graves in the cemetery fill^ ^e previous year, and 
then numbering sixty, being duplicated and exceeded by one on this 
occasion. ^ 

Late in September, orders of readiness to proceed to Calcutta, there 
to embark for England, were appreciated in different senses by the 
younger officers and by the older,^tbe latter contracting in their minds 
their relative rates of pay in Indii^ where the rupee had its standard 
value, and at home. With few exceptions the juniejs expressed them¬ 
selves as delighted at the pgospect * 

Theacame the ciutomary order that, prior to its departme, men who 
so deured should *be giveiwtle opportuni^ to v^ntetr from the 
regiment to certain i^edfied ^orps wh^ period of service in India* 
had yet som^ years to run.* A spec^ officer was appointed to supetin- 
tend the proceeding. Applicants for the privU^ were subjeetetf^ 
to physical examination; ^eir de&olter sb^ts and ^ small bMks" 
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looked at, after which, if deemed eligible, and under foity yean oi age, 
they were acr^epted, and received a boon^ equ^yalent in amount to 
^3 sterling. To those whose age exceed^ that limit no bounty was 
officially given, but a corresponding soft was granted from regimental 
fundi as tlfty existed at the time. As an unfortunate part of the 
system the canteen was kept open throughout; therebounty money 
was quickly spent,, with«the result diat throughout the week devoted 
to volonfeeiing*’ scenes of irregularity becatoe numerous; parades 
and discipline were in* abeyance, dilinkenness and riot took their 
placet. ^ • 

Ag the arrival of our^e^iment, and its return from active service, had 
been made the occasion for a round of entertainments, so waf now its 
’ prospective departure; civil officials and officers #f native regiments 
join^ in turn to show attention to the Bufls, and thus testify good 
fellowship and friendly ^tungnts to#ards the corps. Then came the 
final official ordeal; namely, inspection by the venerable officer com* 
manding the Division. General Watson, then said to be of th% old 
school, had seen much war service; personally amiable, but so full 
of yean that, on the ocouion of the parade in question, he was finable 
to mount a horse, and so perforce witnessed the formality of the inarch 
past while he jemained on Toot 

Boats of ^edcinds already,described now lay ready moored to the 
bank'of the Jompa^for our reception. The General gave as a 
entertaihment a sumptuous to which were invited the principal 

officers, civil and military, of the station. Healths proposed and 
drunk to in champagne; good wishes expressed; leave-takings gone 
through; then all t^ke tl^eir respective places; bands play ** Auld lang 
syne,'* The girls we left behind us,” “ Home, sweet home,** etc.; 
we are speedily on board; the moorings untied; the fleet’* in 
movement with the pladd stream; from the ramparts^of the fort heavy 
guns fire a “ Royal salute ” in hodbur of our r^ment Thus begins 
the journey homewards.* 

We are spledilj at the fort of (htmar, built by the Mahomedan 
conquerors of India, ftom Hindoo temples destroyed for that purpose; 
captured by Majo^'-afterwards Sir Hector Monro in 1764,* but still 
held semi^sacred by the desceiffiants of those whose shrines were so 
desecrated. ^On an open tract of ground in its nw viqjnity, a series 
of barracks and smalt houses were^ccupied by pensioners of the East 
yigdis Company. ^ * 

Benires, viewed frodi the Ganges, is picturesqte, and in tome re- 

‘ October 16, iSa^ 

* Or ratb«, id) into hands as a rewlt of kii victory at^Buxar. 
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spects betotifula Houses of red sandstone, fheirianciful windows, pro¬ 
jecting balconies, and flat roofi^ giving to them a character all their 
own. The city extends fnrm the very edge of the river T its numerous 
temples and ghats—the Utter orowdri with devotees and others, wear¬ 
ing garments of many colours, giving the scene a pictui^sque aspect 
Some of the temples and ghats present a dil^idated appearance; 
but others, especjully that of Vish^war—dedicated to Siva—is resplen¬ 
dent with gold gilding. Another striking object* is the-Moaque of 
Arungzebe, erected in the reigiv of that monajdi from Hindoo temples 
destroy^ for that purpose. Near the golden temple, in the heart of 
the city, is tbt* no less fiunous well, named after Manic Karnik, believed 
by votaries to be filled with ^the sudor of VUEnu,” and at its bdttom 
to contain Truth. At a short distance is the Astronomical Obser va tor y , • 
erected by Jai Sin^ a,d. 1693. 

History records that this anci^t city continued during many genera¬ 
tions to be the metropolis of Aryan ^dVilUatiOn in India. It was at 
Samfth, a suburb of Kasi, as Benares was then called, that in t^e sixth 
century ac Gautama preached tl?e doctrines of Karma ^ and 
Nirvaqa* There BuddUsm assumed its sway, which it retained'till 
the fourth century a.ix, when it gave way before a revival of Hindoo- 
ism, in regard to which religion Benares haaever since been considered 
its most sacred ciQr. 

Here we first witnessed the celebratiofl of the Ram^eehrfestivaL It 
consistsjn a representation of the ro^ important idcidents connected 
with the abduction of Sita; the chase, the siege, and capture of 
Ravanu’s stronghold; her rescue the ordeal of fire, to test her purity, 
and reception by Rama, r As noted at the time, the performances, inter¬ 
preted by the light of legend, gaH to them con^derable interest 
Resuming our river journey, we met a fleet of boats similar to 
our own, having on bo^ a party of the R^;iment, in progress 
towards the nonh-west . The eflcptive portion of the regiment was 
marching to its destination from Ghasepore, at whkh pUA it had been 
stationed during the two years it had been in India. Erom a strength 
of close upon x,3oo, it had been*in that short tinft reduced, by fever 
and cholera, to little over 40c effectives. Alas! out of those remaining, 
great were to be the losses at Ferozeshah, and other frontier battles, 
then in the near future. • 

Therfl wa^ nothing in the aspect of Ghazepore, or the bQiIdin|i 
connected with it, to accounVo^ havoc in life and health sustain^ 
by the'19th Regim^t A large extent Sf grass-covered plain separates 

‘ That each act ia fhli life bears Its fraH In the nest. 

’ The attainmeDt of a rinlesi state of existenee. 
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the station proper froowthe^riyer. On it stands a mooutpent, erected in 
memory of Lord ComwallU»^ who died near this place, while in progress 
up the Ganges. That monument, sorro^nded 4 )y tamarisk bushes, 
above which its summit rises, bears^opoo it a memorfkl figure by 
Flaxman. The range barracks add the church are the only other 
buildings that are immediately seen. A visit to the native town brought 
us to the ruidk of what had been the palace of Mir ^ossim All Khan, 
whose Toreps were* defeated, and pdwer destroyed, at Buxar, in 1764, 
by Major Muoro. The gracefiil proportion of*its pillars, arches, and 
general aspect struck us forcibly, though the building itself is in a 
state of decay, as are also the numerous smaller rangps by which, 
in (brmer days, it wa»iurrounded; nor is it more than eighty yean 
» since that decay began. Other points of interest connected with 
Ghazepore include the growth and manufacture pf poppy and opium, 
roses and their otto. A tmeding stud for cavalry and artillery horses is 
here maintained by Govtmmffbt 

Buw, our next halting place, was one of threh places at which 
breeding studs were mamtained*by the Company,” the other two^bcug 
Ghasepore, already mentioned, and Haupur. It would appear, how> 
ever, that all these are insufficient to meet the requiremen)^ of the 
^army, and that contequen^y importation of horses from the Cape and 
Australia haa«had to be resorted to. 

Dinkpore, tften occupied by European * artillery, one British and 
threk q^ve regiments of infantry, for the assigned purpose of guart^g 
against possible incursion by the blepaulese, whose relations tdWards the 
Govemroeot of India were somewhat strained It was said that for 
^ number of years the terms of the Treaty pf i8t6 between Sir David 
Ochterlony and the chief of the Choerkas were faithfully adhered to by 
the latter; but that in recent times signs of disaffection had begun 
to show themselves. Asf an outcome of the Treaty in question, some 
of the Nepaulese took military service udder the Cqppany, they being 
enrolled in' what became known as GhoOrka regiments. For some 
reason, the qature of which did not transpire, several days elaiMed 
before our journej^was resigned. • 

ImpressioDS bf the place were not particularly favourable; that it has 
attractions of a bind, however, seems evident, as families and various 
retired oRu^ were said to nuke it their residence. A few miles 
distant is the city of Patna—Pataliput^a of the Htnjloos, and Palibothra 

** < DM 1805. 

t t)urlag th« ctrly wtfS by die East lodk Coapany the troopa employed hf it 
compriied men of varioiu £uropewi utloimUcks, faeddes pativet of the United 
Kin^oin. 
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of the Greekar-femoas ia reUtioD to Britfth history u the scene of 
murder by Koistm Khan, in 1765^ of soo Eoglishmeo, besides s,ooo 
sepoys; to become'again ^oted iq connection with efents of 1857. 
On our way^o and from that we noticed ^y the roadside the now 
disused grain store, erected in 1769-70, to reedve grai]} against the 
great famine then prevailing in Behar, m respect to which it is related 
that *‘the tanks nert dried up, the springs ceased to rea^ the surface, 
an^ within the first nine months of 1770 on8*third of the.population 
of Lower Bengal were carried by want of fopd.** / 

The 62nd, occupying barracks at Dinapore, entertained the officers 
of the Buffs on a scale of hospitality and in a manner to be compared 
only with regimental festivities pictured in the n^iks of Charles LSver. 
^‘The Springers,’’ as in those days they loved to be called, were under • 
orders for Umballltv much delighted at prospects of service therein 
implied; for the state of aSairs }p the Punjab, already mentioned, had 
from day to day continued to increase in parity.* The feeling of gallant 
hilari^ was expreAed in a somewhat demonstrative manner in extem¬ 
porary song by one of their officers In early morning hours, while 
mess had not yet broken up.^ Of our festive hosts on that occasion 
scarcely^ne was alive fourteen months thereafter. 

Resuming our journey^ our fleet was ropored about sunset under, 
a somewhat high alluvial bank, such as in this part of tHb river course 
arc of frequent occunence. To several our soldiers the result was 
TaUtl; during the night cholera attacked with \iblAice, and claimed 
them as victims. As we continued on our way next day the malady 
seemed to be left behind us. 

MoDghyr, at which we» speedily arrived, is Interesting in several 
respects. To the cession of its fktber imposiD^r fort was immediately 
ascribed the massacre of our countrymen at Patna, as already 
mentioned. Near this place, in the year ol that occurrence, 1763, 
a mutiny occurred^in which dot onl^ native but also European troops 
were concerned, nor was it until sever^ of their number had1>een blown 
from guns by order of Major Munro, already mentioned^ that the out* 
break was suppressed. • * * 

At thb place more hospital!^ was shown us. While yet at some 
distance from our haldng ground, an ipvitadon reached the regiment 


’ The officer SUudcdto, frailisrh known ss ** Paddy * Graves, parodied a we&< 

kaowo loldkn' soog of Peajpsalar after this manner 

"Tbt SctTMcowl 

mVA ich ; 

ArS (St Mk Sm pfliW SaaS—UR 
Oeiac W tSdr oaiiTe towl in 

Leva, friewelL** 
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from Mr. Hodson, theQOcc6p3riDg the potition of Joint Mtgutmte and 
Collector, that offi c en should dine with him; while to the soldiers, 
refreshments’*'would be served on tables vrangeS for the purpose as 
near u possible to the boaU. Thus di^ our host express the compli* 
inent he desir^ to show the regiment, and very highly were his success¬ 
ful endeavours appreciated. 

* Out next hailing place was Bhauguy>ore. There, in* t8a7, the Buffs 
were stAioned, while as yet our frontier line w|5 comparatively littibe 
advanced,—Bhurtpore on^jr the previous year captured. In the range 
•of hills that thence extend in a south-westerly direction are varicgis wild 
Santhol tribes, very low iiucivilizatioo, devil-worshlppen By custom 
their Ireapoos were chidly bows and arrows; their own ethnic alliance 
lielieved to be Dravidian. ^ * 

At the time referred to the number of steamers on the Ganges was 
small; the length of inland voyage frogs three to four weeks. Officers 
and others availing theofrelves that mode of transit considered that 

they we{e travelling ‘'by express.** It was customary with somg to 
spend the period of sick leave, extending in certain instances to six 
months, on board comfortably fitted up " budgerows on the jiftr ; 
tradesmen also arranged the kind of boat so called as travelling ^hopi, 
aod these diflerent classes oS persons and craft gave cert^ variety to 
our river voyagd. Arrived at Rajmahal, the former capital of Northern 
Bengal^ 1 >ut mow a ruined roAs out of which stood a few broken 
» shafts of^what hadKkn pillars of black marble. The ruinedpiLl^^ 
dates back only to a . i >. 1630. Sultan Shujah, by whom it was founded, 
elder brother of Arungzebe, was at the time Governor of Bengal He 
was soon thereafter deposed by the latter^nnmed monarch; fled to 
Arracan, and there* pqpshed miserably. When visited by Bishop 
Heber, the ruins of the palace were in comparatively good preservation; 
subsequently, however, the^ materials were^ utilised in the construction 
of the magnificent palace of Momhedabad. ^ 

Two incidents now occurred, each characteristic in its way. A 
' soldier having clandestinely obtained bazaar spirit was thereby ren¬ 
dered drunk and deiperate; boastin^of his courageous deeds, be was 
challenged to “take a header” into the Ganges. He did so, and 
appeared no more. * The other was die infliction of one hundred lariies 
on the back ef a hardened old offender, simply as punishment, for 
none of those who knew the man .expected that it would have any 
^ftemnt effect in the futore / • 

Entering the Bhauguruhee b^ch of the Ganges^ our fleet was soon 

> Tn tulwdqocBt yean Urgt numbers ef them were converted to Chnstiaiilty; 
cobniei cstabUthed by n Cscbar and Assam. 
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at BarhamporCt^ whence I had aUrted ap the river little more than 
two yean previoui. Again, bat now ai one of a body of officers, 

I partook di hospitality shpwn to the wbcrie regiment b/General Raper. 
A break^f given at the palace of the NawaB; * excoreioiii by land and 
river, presentation to Hts Highness, permission to visit deferent parts of 
his palace, including jeweI*room and its contents, were so many items 
connected with pvation given to ns as representatives of\ distinguished' 
rpgiment. All this was wound up by dinner tt the house olT theTSeneral, 
followed by a Reception,” touring which l^had the pleasure of again 
ineetio|; some old ** friends. • 

Among the guests at that Reception jras ^^the Khasjeewalla of 
Gwalior,” implicated, as we have seen, in thesdisturbancei that Ibd to 
the reeent campaign in that State. For a time he was interned at 
Agra, but latterlybeen '^at large,” under surveillance of our host; 
his demeanour towards those ^by whom the victory at Ponnisi was 
gained, by no means agreeable ; but lAider tl^ circumstances anything 
else could hardly have been looked for. ^ 

llesumiog our journey, we soon arRved at and glided past the village 
of Plasiee^’ but the actual field so named had long since been swept 
away by the river by which we were being carried along. At Kulnah/ 
indications of flow and yefluz of the tide ^ere evident. There we mpt 
the fleet of boats, simil^ to our own, by wlpch the loth Regiment was 
being conveyed inland. Mutual saluauions passed *betweeif us, but 
* Sttle at the time thought I of close aasodarion subsequently iq $&re for 4 
me in relation to it A short distance more, and we passed the village 
of Balaghurree, its inhabitants, those and their descendants, who, having 
been left by their relatives to die by the tide of the river, were rescued 
through the good offices of missionaries. * ^ 

We were nearing tlie end of this river journey. In quick succession 

0 

' In I7S7 a stately range of*two«sto^ed bvncks for ** European troops were 
erected at a costot;C30S>a78, the rupee then worth ar. In 1834 they were abandoned 
on accouDt of high rales of siekneie and mortality among their occupants ; avenge . 
adniiiion rate of 13 years pet 1,000 strength, adwisaioos a,iy6, dteths 82, Of certain 
endemic diseases treated the rates 0^deaths to admifsIoSs werefever, 1 in si ; 
dyieateiy, 1 in 10; hepatitis, 1 in 9. 

e Thai sixteen years of age. His giandfetber. Jailer Alia Wuezeer of Saraj ood 
Dowlah, Nawab of Bengal, a member of tb/ imperial fenuly of Delhi, whom* l^rd 
Give at Plaasee Id 1757. It Is related that on that oceasloifjafter All bribed 

a Bumbor M $tnj ood Dovlah's troope; ^iih them be deserted his chief and went over 
to the Ei^iih side. Satfi^aeBtly the Nawab was aasaariaated, Jafier AU nimd 
to a poaltioB he had no right to el£m. Ikenoifomjd the Nawab of Moors^edahad . 
wasan^^ally *of the British floven u aent.^ 

* PliiitT From Palasa, *'dlk tree,” or JhtCM/rmifsa, 

* Knlnab is 164 miles ftom thr.Sandhcids. 
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our fleet glided past the important Dadve towns of noted on 

account of its Roman CathoUc convent; Hoogbly, for its college \ and 
Chiosorahi already mentioned. Now we were ofl* Chaodemagorei on 
the battlements e( which waved the Jficolour. In 1757 that little 
settlement wag captured from the French by Clive, mded by Admiral 
Watson, i 4 io, for the attack, brought thither his frigate carrying seventy* 
* four guns—a /eat not now possible {because of the sUting up of the 
river, i'he 4)Iace iw sitortly afterwards restored to the French, to 
again fait td the British* during the Revolutionary War, and finally 
*to be ceded to them in accordance with the Peace Treaty of 1846. 

AVe are well within the influence of the tide. As it reoedet we are 
borne towards Calcutta.* A forest of masts becomes more and more 
«denie; tall chimneys on either bank tell of bctoriet ; the tlang of 
hammers, of ship*buUding yards; the odour of tar,nt)at we are nearing 
our port; and great is the surprise with grhich our north*country servants 
and fdllowers look uporf the unTronted sight We pass the Armenian 
Ghat It* is an open space, on which various funer^ pyres blase^ and 
smoke; vultures and adjutant-bir& are waiting for such human remains 
as may be lefr : the scene most unpleasant to look at. For many yean 
past that which has just been alluded to has ceased to exist, werema* 
torium having taken its place. We arrive at Calcutta; the regiment 
lands, and maibhei into Fort William. 

Preparatidhs for departure*proceeded rapidly, and with a will. 
Hospitality to the ibghuent and a^entions in other ways were sliown by 
some of the higher officials. At Government House some of os had 
an opportunity of being present at the dinners and halls, for which it 
MS then, as since, ^ell and favourably known; also at parties pven by 
the Chief Justice Sir l*aifrence Peel, In the spacious house occupied 
by him at Garden Reach. 

The issue to men and* officers of the^Bronse Star respectively for 
Punniar and Maharajpore took place, but without^mp and cuv 
cumstance sdeh as most property at the present time are observed on 
similar occasions. Being informed that the stars in question, composed 
of metal of Maiuaha cannon that wrought heavy injury to our 
regiments, were in readiness, in company with my friend Maude,^ 
I drove to the MiA, and there, from two heaps on the floor, of those 
decorations, sdected one each, leaving both for die purpose of our 
respective namea beiog engraved oq thm. A few ^ys thereafter we 
. jetumed, and having ^received from an ^ploy6 of t^t establishment 

' Now, sfUr an intern] of 6fty*two ynrt, I lUll aa proud to call Un frlcad. 
Alas t lioee the above was written be has pasted away. 
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the much-piued decontionfl, we pUced them in oor pockets, and drove 
back to Fort William. 

Soon th{reafter»^ the Headquarter pordop of tb^ regiment was on 
board the Afonanht and zwty from India homeward bound. Our 
ship, one of a class by which troops were wont it favoured in¬ 
stances to be conveyed between England and heir great Eastern 
dependency: gikceful to look a^ roomy, w^U fitted up, sumptuously 
{TOvided^veritabie floating palaces. The comfort of thh soldier, his 
wife and children, secured to *an extent thsTb under subsequent regu¬ 
lations^ became impossible. With regard to oflkers, ** stoppages 
for messing was on the scale already mentioned I becaiQg en¬ 
titled to **head money,’’ as on the outward voyage, notwithstanding 
that I i^as in thq performance of my ordinary dudes with my own* 
regiment * 

Nine weeks of uneventful life^passed^and our ship was at St Helena. 
Very shortly thejeaftcr, parties of us, arranged for the purpose, landed 
at James’s Town, the population ofi^vrhich seemed to consist almost 
entirely of mulattoes of low type, physically and intdlectually; the 
balance weft of pure negro type. We learned, moreover, that slave 
ships with their human cargo on board were from time to time 
brought to the island by British ships of'war, very harrowing details 
being given of the sufleriogs of the unfortunate captives oq board. 

the time of our visit the garrison of the islan^ comprised 4 ie St. 
Kelen^pfegiment and a battery of artillery. * * 

An excursion to Longwood proved to be a somewhat arduous 
undertaking—carriages ricketty, horses like living skeletons, lame, and 
weak, the aKent steep, rugg^ The six or^Uven miles to be 
traversed required several hours for completion the task. At last 
we were at and within the bam*like, diUindated Imildiog in which 
took place the dosing lifq scenes of Na^leon; its surroundings a 
tangled mass of ^brambles and other shrubs. In the building itself his 
library room, then partly filled with hay; near it the sUble, having 
stalls for six horses. In a pretty vtU^ close by, under the shade 
of the then famous willow, was *the open tomb whence the remains 
of the great Frenchman were removed in 1840 for transport to the 
banks erf the Seine. ^ * 

Cont^aing our v^age, an inddeit which happened during its 
further ^t^ftss deserves r^edtd. • While sailing under the influence 
of the trade winds, % sailos feU from^ aloft into the sea. Qtuckly^ 
were lifebuoys slipped, «the ship' brought round, a boat lolrerad, 
while fit>m top-gaUaot cross-trees an officer directed the crew 

January 19,1845* 
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towuds the man struggling io mid ocean. So<m, from the bows of 
the boat one its crew dived» for the drowning man had already 
begun to sink; a brief inleml» aod both fescuer and reocued were 
hauled on board. With no loss of Xiatk the boat was alongude and 
' on board ihip,%he man restored to animation and life by means used 
«to that rad. Many years thereafter, meeting Mr. Qoete^who performed 
the gallajit act, we talked over the incidait and its surrounding circum; 
Stances. ^ * 

Another month at se 4 and the Monarth swings at anchor off 
tirayesend; the Bufi, absent from England since i8ai, <^i8embark;t 
the Qpleal of the Custo^ House gone through; the march on foot 
begun, for as yet a railway had not been opened. Evening jras far 
advanced when the regiment arrived at ChaUum, w^re it was to be 
temporarily quartered. In accordance with the routine of that day, 
nothing whatever had^been prepared in barracks for our men, 
save that doors were open, displaying bare walls, bed cots devoid of 
mattress *or bedding; while for ihe officers, not even quarters had 
been assigned; they were expected to look after themselvea Night 
had far advanced before duty rendered necessary by such a stite of 
things was so far complete as to allow of our going in search of hotels 
in which to tptpd the few hours that remaineA till daylight It was 
not till two o^cloek in the 'morging that we had dinner, " in course 
of whiah various alhis^na were made to the ^ hospitality accorded 
to us as k body on die occasion*of our retam, as cootrasteS with 
what we had experienced in India. Two days had to elapse before 
the regimental baggage arrived, though the distance over which it 
haft to be conveyed, was po more than ten miles; nor was it till 
then that straw for the teen^s cots was issued by the batrack stores, 
and they initiated into the art of stuffing their allotted quantities into 
their palliasses. This was ^e beginning ot our Home Sgrvice. 


‘ On April 29, 1845. 
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CHAPTER VI » 

1845-1846. HOME SERVICE 

f * 

Leave Chatham-^Fir^ railway experience—Mareb eofitiAued—A coiLpaiison— 
ChlfiMSter^Soldieri* lea—WlAclUiter—Fortoe and Haalar—Nava) Hocpital-^ 
Sikb iovaskin—KegimeoU to India—Experimeatai Sqaadnm—RaaaUiu— 
Ibrahim Pasha—Regiment*—Voloateer for West Coast of Africa—Leave the 
BuA—Hoaiulow flogging case—\Ilarkaoft and sla^ccry—AboUtioo. , 

'^IME-EXPfRED and aome other classes of men not conducive 
X to regimental efficiency being* diKharged, soldiers and officers 
^‘set jup” in respect to kits and equipments, the order to proceed to 
Chichester was received with acclamatioot for in those days the 
reputation accorded Chatham as a* station was by no means 
flattering. At the end of May the Buffs marched m^Uy away ; that 
is, marched on foot, for railway coiftmuoication had Dot yet con- 
wecte<^ Chatham with the outside world. A* fdw miles (jot over, 
and WG were at Blue Bell Hill, the ascent of which revealed to us 
in great variety and luxuriance forest, flowers, and grass-covered 
patches; the summit reached, an extensive view df the lovely valmof 
Kent stretched away beneath us, and in ou/ ngar viemity the cromlech 
called Kittscotty Houseattracted the notice of those among us who 
were of antiquarian tastes. * 

At Maidstone the raiment hai^its first experience of transit by rail 
The art of ** training " and detraining troops had not ye 2 been learnt; 
hence delay such as would now be culpable was unavoidable before 
soldiers and their baggage were 2 h their places, anB a^start made. The 
line being open only^to Redhilli all had tbere to alight, the short journey 
to Reigate bmng performed 00 foot Arrived at that pretty town, we had 
our initiation into the system of billeting, the officers bemg ** told off" to 
the pnndpd hoteh the coadot^ o(sriuch made us q>eedily fo^et iHiat- 

^ It is rdsted that in A.n. 455 a battle tosk pbee near this spot bdq e a i toe 
Saxons nadeP HeogiM and Ubrta, and th^ Britons ander Vertiner, the Utter being 
vlctorioat; that amoog Ihe kUled woe Horn, the Saxon, and Catigen, the brother 
of Verthver. One aeeooat rdates that the cromlech alluded to ia that of Catigern, 
liorsa having been killed at Horsted near Rocbnlw. 
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ever disagreeables had attended the proceedings of the dajr. Continuing 
our journey, wAxmei in succession at Petwprth aird HonhasUi at etch 
of which towns we aimilarty enjoyed our billets i thence to^[^chester. 
The approach^ of a country geotlemah to our Cominanding Officer 
attracted our attention; the *'halt ” was sounded ; the word passed on 
*that, on hospitality intent, he had provided refreshmerts ” for all of us. 
His kind attention whs bi^y appredated, acknowledgments expressed^ 
he himself inVited to dinper with the officers at our new destination; 
^hen tite march resumedt the Buffs marching into quarters at Chifhester 
on the fourth day of thdr vpry pleasant journey. i 

C^hnpared and connoted with a march in India, that now over 
presented some striking points of difference, not the least cf which 
were the absence of hackeries, bullocks, camels, elephants, and that 
heterogeneous collection of followers comprised under the name of 
** the bazaar.** Instead of tents %nd camp fare we had comfortable if 
expensive entertainment at hotels, while our daily lihe of route^ lay 
through rich, varied, and beautifm* English scenery. But some of our 
party looked back with fond remembrances to the freedom and feeling 
of exhilaration attending the early morning march in India, dusty roads 
and sundry other drawl^ks notwithitanding. 

The huts, literally ** ban^ques,” assigned to us were old, dating from 
the Peninsular Whr. From the restoration of peace they had been left 
, unoccd^ijd until quite* recently, when they were utilised in the fir>t 
instance for the temporary recepEon of men enlisted to fonn a new 
44tb Regiment, and subsequently by the 55th on its return from China. 
T|)e officer^ who held the position of Barrack^master boasted of a very 
honourable military record,*’ he having been, if not the very first, 
among the first to mount the breach at Badajos; yet, like many others 
of his day, he had been thrown on half-pay at the conclusion of the war, 
and 80 deprived of the chance of ^rising’in the ser^'ice. From the 
residents of the cathedral city and its neighbourhood our officers received 
* much civility aqd hospitality. The cathedral, used as a stable in the 
days of Cromwell, but long since ** restored/' was often visited, the 
circumstance that’it had been transported from Selsey to its present site 
adding to it many joints of historical interest. But to some among 
us Chichester •had the great disadwitage oT not yet being in direct 
communication by railway with Londoiv the journey to and from the 
metropolis having to be performed* by coicb. ^ Bill had then only 
recently been pamed audioruiil^ such a nulwajr. ^ 

An event occurred wfaQe we occupied those huts 4 hich marked in its 


} Lintenaal Crsluiii. 



48 Thirty-nine Years^in ilu Army [ 1845 - 

• # 

way a stage in the advance of Mznfbrt and well-being of the soldier. 
Hitherto his ^'regulation’* daily meals were only two; numely, breakfast 
at 8 a.m.^ dinner at r p.nL—an interval of nineteen hours being thus left 
during which he had to be without food, unless he happened to have spare 
money wherewith to supply himself at the r^imental canteen or public* 
house in towi^ The obvious drawbacks of such a 'state of things * 
had long been subject of reprefentadon* bat hitherto unsuceessfiilly. 
Now> however, in iSkSi authority was issued granting Ithe issue to 
the men of a tea roe^ at 4 p.m. For a time the order was re-« 
sented*; tha( a soldier should condescend to tea was held to be 
against the natural order of thiogs» and to mark efTeminacy. doon, 
howevep the measure was appreciated by all, and drunkenness^ at tha|. 
time the bane of'the soldier, underwent a remarkable decrease. 

Winchester, to which we next proceeded, had "for ages” been 
looked upon as a favourite slation by regiments. To tome of us 
the many historical associations connected with that ancient city 
bec&ine so many sources of interest #ind objects of study, lire com* 
modious barracks, occupied by the Bufls and Scots Fusilier Guards 
stood'upon the site of what had been a royal palace, and still earlier 
a castle. The city itself dates back to^ac. 800. The cathedral— 
to which our visits be(!ame very frequent---occupies c site whereon 
stood, during the years of Roman occupation, an altaV' Apollo, and, 
i^ times still more ancient, one devoted to sun ssonhip. Amon^ other , 
pUces^f interest in and around Xh€ city were the buildings to which 
more particularly are referred the legendary stories of Saint Swithin 
of rainy fame; the ancient hospital of St. Cross, ^t which travellf^ri 
might claim a dole of bread aad beer; the worI 4 *Camous school and 
college, both founded by William of Wykeham, a.d. 1324-1404. 
Among favourite walks was that to "the labyrinth,” on the summit 
of St Catheriqp’s Hill; several alongside the banks of the Itcbin, 
sacred to the memory of Imk Walton, and that to Twyford. In the 
churchyard of that place stood a remarkably fine ^specimen of a ' 
yew tree, such as, in times long gone by, were» preserved in burial 
traces, and so held in a manner sacred-**^r the purpose of supplying 
yeomen with long-bows, in the use of which weapon those of &igland 
so much exeellecL The kiU from which, in Cromwell'^ time, the city 
was bombgsded wu a favourite walk among us. So was the village of 
Hoisdy, some few miles distant; ifa chnrdi assooated with the author 
of THi CArisfidn Kur, the choir, ronsisring of various very oi;^inary 
musical initfumeots, incldding a violin and dariooet 

On a day late in Januaiy, 1846, the Bufii proceeded by rail to 
Portsmouth. Bittaly cold, wet and win^y, wu the weather; the 
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' streets of that great natal port in some places iatmdated Dy the tide» 
80 that progress along them was by no means plpasant By the 
fioadng steam bridge the harbour was crossed; oar regimen^ divided 
so as to occupy barracks at Forton and lUlai respectively. With the 

* companies preceding to the latter place I was detailed for duty. 
The quarten consisted of huts, the one asaigned to me so situated 
as to air^ from itt window a near view <rf Spitbead^ and of the 
magnificent and graceful sailing men-of-wir vessels mnehored there or 
manceuvring in the Solent * 

* An early oppc»tunity was taken to visit the great Naval Hospital, 
near t^whicb my temporagy fesidence was situated; and alfliough in 
these notes imfessional recollections are for the most part avoided, 
ode of the results of that visit was sufficiently interesting to be made 
an exception to that rule. On a portion of the adjoinfng grounds, and 
set apart /or tbe purpose, a considerable humber of mentally afflicted 
patients, tc^ether wkh tbeir attendants or keepers—their costumes in 
every respect similar to those worq^by the patients—were engaged with 
apparent heartiness in what was a rollicking ^ dance, to the notes of 
several violins, the performers on which were presumably patients and 
attendants. In the treatment of the patients all coercive m/asures 
were absent; free associatidh among them was permitted from 
time to time, as wt had seen; ^ch of them as desired to work or 
labour grere pven every ,<g)portunity of doing so, and for the special 

* benefit of those who desired to foUoiw^io imagination—their seafaiMk* 

life, a lake with its fleet of boats was provided. Such were some of the 
measures adopted in /aspect to this class of patients in 1846. The 
VHtory and other sights” connected •with* the great naval port 
were visited; but in respect to these it appears unnecessary to enter 
into details, except that all associations on board relating to England's 
savgl hero were duly venerated. • ^ 

Without previstts warning news drefilated that the Sikhs, in great 
force, had crossed the Sutlej, and thus invaded British territory. 
Then quickly foUcAred intelligeifce that /our severely contested battles 
against them had* beeif fought, their f<«ces defeated, Lahore 
occupied; Dhuleep ^ingh, a child, brought by his mother, the 
Mahaianee, to the camp of Lord*Hardiage,«the Goveraor-General, 
by whom his ^subainion* was accepted In thoM batties many 
officers fell, mth wbexa, coUecd?ely* or iodividaally, we had but 
recently, as already mentioned, been most )ileastn8y assodated, and 
whose &te we now moaned. As iuller detiCls became Inown, it 
appeared that on December ts, 1845, the Sikh armies, under the 
command kA Lai Sio^ cromed the Sutlej, and by the i6th had 
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Strongly foitified a position taken up by them on the left bank of that 
river. On the ^th the forces under Sir Hugh Geugh attacked and 
drove them from their position at Moodkee. FoUoiring them to 
FeroseshuhuTf at which plice they had meanwhile entrenched them* 
selves, he renewed hts atdmk upon them on the sist, ^fae terrible battle 
which was to ensue continuing during that and two following days,— 
the issue, for some time uncertain, ultin^tely»beiQg in favour of our 
troops. There it eras that the dsnd, with whom but lately we had 
been happy at Dinapore, having begurf its advance gainst those 
entr<<nchnDents with 33 officers, lost 17 of that number—8 killed on th& 
field and'*9 wounded. But stiU another ^po|itioD, and it at AUwd, was 
taken up by the retreating Sikhs, where, on January s8, 1846, they 
were Vtacked«by the forces under Sir Marry Smith. There the idlK 
Lancers perfornied tht gallant deed of charging through a ghola (or 
mass) of Sikhs, their substitute for a square; then repeated the 
charge, destroying the enemy thus'rode down. In the perfonnance 
of heroic feat the regiment lo^t upwards of one huhdred men 
killed and wouoded^that is, nearly one-third of their effective 
strength. On February 10 the Sikhs were defeated, their forces 
destroyed up at Sobraon, though at very heavy cost in killed and 
wounded to the BriWsh. On that odasion the 5pth lost in killed 
and wounded is officers, nearly all .of whom were pefsonal acquatoU 
ances, more or less intimate of my own, and ii\ addition ss; tneq. The 
* Foot, with which I was destined to be subsequently associated, had 
in killed and wounded 3 officers, 3 non-commissioned officers, and 
137 ranis and file. Other regiments engaged si^ered heavily, for the 
Sikhs contended for their nationality an|l class interests. The facts 
related give significance to the intentiona of Lord EUenborough 
expressed in Gwalior, to lead the troops thither direct upon the 
Punjab frontier. That plan was disallowed, and so two years were 
given to the* Sikh leaders wbei^in to complete their arrangements for 
taking the offensive. 

Orders from the Horse Guapis directed that three^infantry regiments 
—namely, the 8tb, 34th, and sand—should* proceed to India without 
delay. No less than stz weeks elapsed, boweverJ>efore they sailed^ the 
OYCumstance itself illustrating the iute of unreadiness for emergencies 
which then existed The three raiments named were destined to take 
their pt!tt in arduous sexvice in^India, the first at Mooltan, the second 
at CMliinwalla, th j third gt Lucknow^ • 

^The establishment bf what was to be called our ** Experimental 
Squadron ** at this time was justly looked upon as an event of great 
importance. The fleet so designated consisted for the most part of 
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' sailing ships of war, but comprised also lereral steam vessels, propelled 
by paddles, the whole providing for spectators an qniisqal and magni¬ 
ficent sight as they lay anchored at Spithead.^ Between «tbc lines 
pused the Royal yacht, having on boai€ Her Majesty the Queen. 

* From the sidef of each successive ship thundered salutes; from 
their decks rose strains of the National Anthem; fro^ their yards, 
manned for the occaLion, came beartt cheers of loyalty. A brief 

W I 

interval succeeded; then simultaneously, as if by combined move¬ 
ment, dropped the huge white sails; these gradually fiUed to the 
^breeze; away glided the fleet, followed by hundreds of yachts. Boats, 
and craft of all sorts, ^bout this tifne also the then stitnge sight 
» was for the first time witnessed of a war ship, the RaUlety sliding, 
a A it were, out of Portsmouth Harbour, destitute of sail or paddte, the 
first of her kind propelled by the Archimedean screw. 

The arrival at Spithead oiV the Russian war-ship Prince of 
WarsaWy having on board the (Annd Duke CoostantiM, escorted by 
two other Vessels, was to Fortsm(yith an event of interest and political 
importance. The officers of the Imperial frigate were entertained at 
dinner by those of the Buffs : an attention much appreciated bf them. 
Next day a party of us were most civilly received on boofd their 
ship; in the course of that vSit the circumstance made clear that our 
hosts were we^l acquainted with» the English language, as also with 
insult^ manners and customs. But great was the contrast between 
' conditions*on boa^ and those of the ‘^Experimental Squadr^lf^ 
The Russian sailors untidy and slovenly in appearance, the terms of 
their service severe^ inasmuch as after a period ot twenty years in 
the Navy or Army the reisard to which th^ had to look forward 
was—emancipation; for as yet they were serfs. According to their 
own accounts, the period of obligatory service by officers was twenty- 
one years. Leave of absence, if exceeding« total of one year during 
that period, had to be made up by %hem; and if on any occasion 
, absent from their ships ot regiments (ot more than four days, their 
pay for that timefls withheld from tbeog. We congratulated ourselves 
that our position was in thbte respects more fortunate than theirs. 

About the same tigie Ibrahim Pasha came among ui. The circum¬ 
stance that the comfort or otherwise of traueUers across the desert 
between CairoVnd Suez depended much on measures directed by the 
Viceroy of Egypt, added to other cbiuidenrioos, do doubt moved 
Admiralty and Horse Guards tts order dist every tttendoo should be 
shown *to His Highness. Among odier displhyt foa his gratification 

^ July f S-Hmdsr cwninsad of Sir Hyde Parker. 
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the troops in gsrrisoo were paraded on Soothsea CoaaootL As be 
rode along the iine, the impresnon produced by Hs ^rpearaoce and 
style wa# by no means iaTOtirible } aboaf fifty years of agei bloated in 
aspect, cruel and relentless^ expressioc, he looked^in these respects 
a true descendant of his father, Mehemet AU. 

In qutrtew at Portsmouth were the 13th Light Infantryi then re* < 
. cently returned from India, tfieir honour^ thict upon them,^ ‘‘The 
lUiutrious GarrisoK” The 74th, re-cfaverted into Highlanders, 
pacaded for the first time* in their newlj*acquired umfomi. In those 
r^ment^and in the Buds there was a larg^ leaven of old soldiers who' 
had not risen beyond the ranks; the majoii^ of the non-commissioned 
officers were men sdiose locks were grey, some with soni serving as 
soldiers; recrulty were relatively few in number; barrack*room courti- 
roartial in full operation; crime, at least that cffidaUy brought forward, 
comparatively rare, though wliat in reality is quite another thing. That 
the regiments so constituted were capable of rtie most arduous service 
was proved by that of the Buffs in Gpalior, the 23th in Affghanistan. 

The receipt from the War Office of a letter containing an offer of 
promdlfon conditional on proceeding to the West Coast of Africa, 
though a surprise, was not altogether an agreeable one, for hitherto the 
usual designation of that part of the world bad been Tlte White 
Man's Grave." Ofllcial reports’ regarding it referr§d to n(f later date 
jdian 1825 ; but this Is the result of referenoe>to them In February 
of^hat year a party of white d>ldiers, 105 strong, aniyhd at the 
Isles de Loss, near Sierra Leone; at the end of eighteen months 54 of 
their number were dea^ by fever, 8 by other diseases, si invalided 
back to England, 20 remained on those alands, scarcely any of thfm 
fit for duty. Then followed a table by which, at the GamUa, the 
annual mortality of white men was shown to have been at the rate of 
1,500 per z,oeo average strength. *On the other hand, the pre^ered 
promotion would advance me*^over one hundred and forQr of my 
seniors; increased pay* would be an immediate advantage, and, in the . 
event of surrival, increased departmehtal position.* The upshot of 
thought given to the subject was that, in the oepfession common to 
die time, I volunteered fix the West Coast r 
Widi regret and soisow I ceased* to be a member of the* dt^ 
tioguished,old * rygiment, iridi the ttaditioni and history^of which, like 
all its other member I had becohe familiar. I bad, moreover, formed 

* < • 

» SutiitWb Rspoitt by lisjor Talked * 

* Rsglacatal pay, 7/. 641 per day; ibc 0 ud bead SttbeeripUons dedacted fnok it 

* Jaly 10^ 184^ Stsff*Sargeoa, tad (km 

«Daiiag back to a.D, 1572, wbca, aader Elimbeth, the r^Jaeot was formd 
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friendibips ^ such is subsequent experience uught me mdsted only 
betireeD regiment^ officers daring eariy life. The kindly expressions 
addressed to me by the Cototninding Offics*on the occuion of the 
farewell dinneti ^ iriikh 1 was inrited, ii^resied me in a manner not 
to be forgotten, and are here alluded to as indicating the relations 
then existing between medical and battaltw officen. ^ 

No r^jlar line of c6mmiiliicarion exilted between England and the 
West Coast of Africa; consequently, when ordets to embark were 
receieed, passage had to be negotiated for through the medium of 
*a ship's broker, and so advantage taken of trading brigs or other Small 
craft proceeding, at irregular times, on royages thither, either from the 
Thames or Mersey. Several months elapsed before transfN^ was 
obtained, and, meanwhile, time waa spent in visiting places interesting 
in themselves or by reason of past associations. 

At this time public attention b^ame afoiised to a state of ferment, 
ostensibly^ because of ffie death of a soldier of the >th Hussars at 
Hounslow, after having been flqgged to the extent of 150 lashes, in 
pursuance of a sentence to that effect by court-martial, for having 
violently and dangerously assaulted a non-commisdoDed officer of his 
regiment Medical opinion differed in toto as to whether thk death 
was, or was nol^ the effect of the corporal punishment. But the case 
was takeif up amf energetically debated, not only at public meetings 
convened for the purpose^ but also in both Houses of Parliament. 
Whatever^may have been its intrinsic merits, the case in qMteCiSS 
undoubtedly led to the introduction of a Bill, the outcome of which 
was that the xnaxinuim number of lashes to be inflicted was thence- 
fdrward reduced to fifty. Instead of ** unlimited ^ service as heretofore, 
the poiod of a soldier's engagement was reduced to ten years; and so, 
it was hoped, encoongement held out for a better class of recruits 
to Join the tanks; desertion would be diminished, an^ the general 
efficiency of the service increased. 

In S^tember, 2846, the death of Thomas CUrkaon, at the age 
of eighty^, rccUled attentioir to the ^ibjects of slavery and the slave 
trade, against both of which, for many years, his energies had been 
directed. It was in^xyso that English opinion was first drawn to die 
horrors incidental to Aet tiaflk. *In 2787, by the effbrtt oi Clarkson 

♦ ^ • • 

out of the Tniaed Sands of London, its aaUbmu df Boff leather, whence Us nsine, 
^bow a prend title. • * 

’ ala» I vhilt them noUl ire being transcribed, only wit remtias ; namely, 
Genera) Sir Frederick Fiaaels Meade, G.CB. Only leCely did mv other greet 
friend, De^ty Swgeon^Geoeral BoWo^, CB., dk. While the notes ere 

ander teririon, Me^hupemc^aww* 
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ud GnnfiUe Sharp, a Society for total aboliiioa of the system was 
formed. lo the foRowloj; year a Committee of the House of Commons 
was appoifited to inquire into the entire sy^em; but not for a consider* 
able time could the objects ^ that Society be carried ^ut, or members 
of influence be induced to take interest in the AnthSlavery Association 
and its work.# Suddenly, and as if through an accidental oocorrence, 

«public opinion was aroused; that accident, *the seizure in the streets of 
London of an esca^ slave, named Sonysrset^his late muter, the 
captor. In 179s, Wilberforce carried a Bill for the gradual abolition ^ 
of the sla^ trade. In 1805 the importation of slaves into British 
Colonies, recently taken from Holland, wu inhibited; a Bill c^ied, 
by which such traflic after 1808 wu declared illegal. In iSti if was 
declared to be felony; in 1824 it wu made piracy. In 1857, made 
punishable by transportation fpr life. In 1838, complete emancipation 
of slaves throughout all British poss^ions took place. We were soon 
to see the resiAts of those meuores in what Had once been one of 
slavery's most active spheres. 
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CHAPTER VII 

1847 - 1848 . COAST aF^GViHEA. BARBADOS, ENGLAND 

Sill for Gaioei—Arrive—Cftpe CoisI Castle—Fioteet—Some chirteterktlcs— 
Domestic ** slam Obeeqqies—Firit impreisioit*—Towfto kum—S ick* 

nett OAd morulitf—Persou]—Uusboad of L.E.L.—Healthf leuon— 
AmOMmcnts—Natural history utmlts—Soakei—Agg^—Chieli— 
Accra—Apollonia—Buying the peace^dntm—Axlo—River En cobra—The 
** royal ^ capital—Savage displays—rrisoners released—SoLreity of fresh 
water—The king sonendered—Br^ight Jn raoAacled— KU atrocitia—Rotri* 
butloti—Return march—Cape Coast—Fontee women—Force disbonded— 
* ^Reliefs'—Departure—IncideAt on board—Borbodos-The islanded iti 
people—Compared with tro^cal indit—Homewonl bound—Arrive in 

Englaod—Comments—Chartists—Leave of abance. 

• • 

C OLD^n^ty, asd nw was theday in the first week of January, 1847, 
owheoi at Grayesend, a small party, of which I was one, embarked 
on the bri| Emily^ bound to Cape Coast Castle. Still more miserable* 
the four following days and nights, during which the little vessel 
remained at anchor, a thick dark fog enveloping us; horns and gongs 
sounding at intervals, to avert a collisionf if possible. At last the p^l 
lifted, and we were on ouf way. My fellow-passengers, four in number, 
were three junior officers of the 1st West India Regiment, and the wife 
of • one of theoL The ship had a burthfin of only ^30 tons; no 
separate cabins, no accommodadon suitable for officers, and none 
whatever for a lady. Around the cuddy, as the saloon” was 
called, a series of bunks werl arranged; one of these was told oft 
to each of us, ingress being attained either feet or head foremost, 
according to individual fancy and agility. Every possible consideration 
was shown bg all on board to tLe lady, whose sorry plight we all 
commiserated; hers wu indeed a lad ^example 0/ the discomforts 
to which a iubaltem's wife wu eipotfti. Our prospects so far were by 
fio muni happy, for the drcufeitance be^une baeasingly plain that 
only black sheep” were considered to be*tent Co ^*tbe Cout”; 
many years had to elapse before Africa wu to spring into Guhion. 
Fifgr^two days at sea^or^iteam communicatioo with the WestCouC 
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wu t thing of the fotort—then the headland of Grand Drewtn 
came in ai^t • That point righted, our little ahi^ glided along the 
coast, arried southwa^ by the occaoic^conent at the rate of three 
knots an hour or thereabouft. Arrived in the roads ^ Elmina, at the 
time a Dutch settlement, we disembarked bjr means of imaD canoes, 
made hy hq^Iowiog out a branch of the bombas or silk cottpn tree, . 
each canoe manned ** hy tAet black bbyi, the eldest of nbom did 
not apparently exceed twelve years of ag|. We made direct for the 
house of Mr. Bartels, not that we had an introductipn to that well* 
knoMi gentleman, but for the double reaspn that everybody ” did to, 
and that Zimina touted neither of hotel wot other public pUbe to 
which new arrivals could resort The hospitable gentleman on whom 
we had thus thrpwn ourselves showed us every kindness. Next day 
means of conveyance to our destination were fwovided for ns. Mine 
consisted of a long narrow basket, ^nied on the heads of two strong 
Africans, one at either end In that way we travelled over epme miles 
of it>adless ground; in others along the sea beach left dry by the 
receded tide, and so arrived at Cape Cout Castle, the capital of our 
settlements on the Cout of Guinea.^ 

The tortress had in its day been used for many purposes, from the 
time when an z6ie it wus erected by the l^Qrtuguese, aad by them made 
use of u a slave hold, down to the present (1847).* Capfufbd by the 
Dutch from its original possessors in 1643, ibwu t^en from the latter 
^^^dmiial Holmes in 1661; recaptured by the Dutch fleet* under De 
Ruyter in 1665, but the same year ceded to England. In 1757 it wu 
attacked unsuccessfully the French, since which it hu remained free 
from the din of war, although from time to«time conflicts have occurml 
between the native tribes occupying the ndi^booring districts. In 
1672 the first African Company received a charter from Charles II. 
From that d^fe till 1844 Ae fcHt continued in the possession of that 
Company and its successors; in !he year named it came^ directly under 
the administration of the Colonial Office, u a dependency of Sierra 
Leone • At the time of our sojourn there, Cout Cutle wu 
occupied by a portion of a West India regimoit by* officers belonging 
thereto, and to military departments; by the Gevemor, also by the 
mixed coart, ** by whichdaw or justice or both, were administered.* A 
school for*^rican childreD, thg apartment being used for bivine service 

w * 

^ When the fint Eurapetfis lAdiog bueem Benin ind PaUbu asked when th^ 
eold and prodoce oftred ihfrn Ibr nk frotn, the natiTsa antwered, ** From 
Jen&d ^ (on the Nifer, near *nmbaeto^ Her nane was thus given to the Golf 
of Giinea, and, indirectly, to the E^Ush ecu, the guinea. {TtmhtOm At# 
by Felix Dubois, p. 172.) 
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on SumU7f» wu in dose proxiinitjr to the biUkrd-roooL An annexe of 
the fort wu utUised ai a prison the wont class of maleCacton, and 
the natiTe police in charge bf them, the prisoners being engaged in 
chain gangs by ^y, working on roads aifl public works within the 

* settlement Since the days of slavery, what bad been ‘^barracoons ^ for 

• captives,have been transformed into water tanks for the ippply abun* 
dandy ptqndtd by the fainy leasoo. * 

The inhabitants of the terrj^ory around Cape Coaft Castle and of the 
Gold Coast generally are in the mass known as Fantees* Originally 
dwellers in the r^ons beyonc^ the river Prah, they were force^ to cYoss 
it, and driven to the coast Ine by the people now called Ashantees, who 
^took possession of and gave their name to the country so conquered. 
Although under protection of the British Govemm^Dt, the Fantee 
chiefs (in 1847) pay tribute to the Ashaotee king, who still assumes 
suserainty over them. That sose^inty, since i8s6, has been main¬ 
tained without right cm their part, the Ashantees havii^ in that year 
been defeat 1^ Doodwa, near ^ccra, by a Fantee force, led* by 
British officers. In the same year, however, though earlier in it, a 
small force,^ under Sir Charles Macarthy, was disutrously bealen by 
the Ashantees. That officer, rather than fall alive into the hands of his 
enemies, is said to have shot bunself; they to have devoured his heart, 
in the belief t^at by^IuU act of cannibalism they might become endowed 
with the high attributes which they admired in him. 

A noticeXhle characteristic of the people was the total absence among 
them of ceremony, rite, or other observance pertaining to religious 
worship. That certain yhaset of superstitious impressions existed among 
them was evident by their belief in ^Miitky'* and **unlucky*^ days. 
Neither a fiabennan nor bifthman woufd proceed 00 their avocations on 
a Friday, as it was by them devoted to their ** Fetish.'’ * Although caste 
as understood In India is onknown among 7 antees, tbe^existence of 
septs or fimii]i«f approaches in s<»e respects the so ci al and religious 
•dHtions of Hit Kndooa Each Fantee sept is distinguished its 
special badge or armorial^bearibg, taken usnslly from some wild ani¬ 
mal of the fimst, m among Scottish Highlanders and other civilised 
nations, indent and iwodem. 

TA yean had neariy dapsed sinee slavery oh the Gold Coast , as in 
all other British dominions, was abolished. # In all bat.name cooditiwi 
remained unchanged; former dmestic tlavel, now galled servants, re- 

nikined with their former ewDerv,*by whom they were housed, clotfaed, 

♦ 

' Mr. Barosi, with whom I was acqiriated la 1847, bad been with tbat Cocee in 
1816. 

s From the Portagoeie a ^dl, or charm. 
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and fed as* heretofore. It was related that when, in 1838,^ emancipa¬ 
tion was proclaimed, the negroes here appealed against being ^'sent 
away,’’ on the plea that they and their &ildren had ever been cared 
for; that as freed men and Vomen they were withonl, country to return 
to, or laeani of earning their living, save with their old matters and 
mistresses. •Their appeal was listened to, and now (1847)^ when asked« 
jokingly, rather than in earnest, to whom do they belong, they answer 
proudly that they are ** slave ” of, uy Mrv Jackson, Mr. Bames, Mr. 
Hutton, and so on, all highly respected residents of Cape Coast. ^ 
/ ^'ilive” girl of the class alluded .to having died, ceremonies, 
elaborate in kind, took place over her b6dy. Placed in a sitting 
postqye, and to supported in a comer of a room, it was enveloped in a ' 
shroud of coftly damask; the feet rested upon a cuihion similarly 
covered; neck and arms deeprated with heavy ornaments of solid gold; 
the body embdlisbed by more or 1^ artistic designs composM of gold 
dust applied *to some adhetive material. In the mouth was a twig of 
ihrdb; on an adjoining table a goodly supply of rum and tobacco. On 
the floor of the room sat a crowd of female mourners, whose dirge was 
loud if not roelodiouf. These ceremonies over, the dead, still covered 
with ornaments, was deposited in the gipve prepared for it in the floor 
of the dwelling-house^of the survivors; but, as stated to us, at the end 
of a year, the body would be turtfed on its side to iflake* it comfort^ 
^able,’’ and then the golden ornaments removM. • * 

Two months had elapsed since our arrival, and impresMons of the 
place were noted after this manner:—At the end of February, tempera¬ 
ture in the shade between the moderate extTenies*of 84^ F. and 86^ F.; 
sky dear and cloudless, sea* breeze recurring each morning, and con- 
tinuing during the houn of daylight. Behindhand from close proximity 
to the town, the *'buih” or dense forest begins; two inconsiderable 
hills, each surmounted ^ a fprt,’’ dominate us. Some few roads or 
pathways extend in various directions inland and along the beach side 
to the Salt Pond, their borders lined with cacti and with flowering* 
shrubs,* the occurrence of reptiles of v&ous^kindt, and cree^ung things 
innumerable, adding to our walks of interest and exdtement in giving 
the fonner chase. Amodg the for^t trees a spAues of bombax was a 
striking object, its bmothes so thickly covered with of the ^or- 
bird {JV0fi$(s) th^t they touched each other, and looked not unlike a 
series of gigantic h^neyc^bi. Vbe absence of the bamboo was noted 

with surprise, eontider^g the latitude of the locality. Nor ^fas any 

> 

* From Ai^utt 1, 1838, ikrei h m ame ffsc. 

s TheipssiA, sesdu, including the ssoridve pUot, abnu, coovolruii, wild 
6 gt, taasrfnd, etc. 
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cultivated field to be seeo» the expliaation being that each year small 
patches of the bosh are cut downi the ground cleared* crops town or 
planted) and once gathered in the ** fidd ** is quickly restored to its 
original wild state {ill again required for agricultural purposes. Birds 
‘and butterflies, some of both highly coloured, dashed through or fluttered 
among^the herbage, but^ no voice of soi^ properly so called as yet 
came from die former. 

With the advent of the tomgdo season, the face of ^nature underwent 
a sudden change. From the southeast came rapidly a mass of dense 
black cloud As it seemed arrested overhead, it assumed the fopn of*an 
arch; its concavity foflced lightning Sashed, then heavy thunder 
^foiled. The {devious stillness gave place to a rush of wind at hurripane 
speed, followed by such a downfall of rain as we had ne>er previously 
seen, even in India, A few repetitions of these, and the rainy season 
was upon 'us. Then suddenly culflvation was begun in places pre¬ 
viously covered by bush; crops of Indian com, yams {C^nvohmfus 
Baia/as)t ground-nuts {Arachis and the castor-oil plant sprAig 

up with a rapidity truly astonishing. 

With the first regular downpour of rain came a aerious charge in 
health of our small party witlpn the fort, also of the few settlers 
whose places of business were «in the town immediately outside; and 
for a few sutx^ding months we weie destined to realise the true signi- 
|ficance of a sickly seasoir 6n the Coast of Guinea. Fever in one or 
other of its focal forms made its ap{&aranc^ affecting the old^ resi¬ 
dents io that of ague, while the newly arrived were attacked by the 
more violent form, called at the time their iea%oning,’' from which the 
chances of recovery were considerably less* than those of death. Of 
the three officers and the wife of one who bad been my fellow-pas¬ 
sengers, one of the former speedily succumbed. The other two, to¬ 
gether with the lady, suffered severely, apd m/de Imperfect* recoveries, 
while outside the*fort conditions were no less serious. The blanks so 
made in onr numbers were sadly apparent, and yet the survivors from 
attacks, and those who bad qot been struck down, found in etch succes¬ 
sive de^ this rather^ ghastly consolarion, that, as the rati^ of mortality 
was ** bmng made so did tbeir^ chances o( escape increase. All 
this while the ^pw of os who were capable of*tbe eaertion took our 
walk morning and evening when the wwither penpitted, ^ur one 
promenade that towards **the Salt As we so, tbe melan- 

chbly light presented itad( of aHmaU numt>er/>f newly arrived mil. 
lionariei ^ gloomily pursuing the lame route, waiting/* as Ve were 


^ Of the Wttle7tt». 
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informed, for thdr seasoning," before being sent inland Co tbdr respec* 
dre fCations. One after another was missed \ it was aonoanced that 
*^he wukdowo with hk seasoning"; a&<f tben—the receipt of a black- 
edged envelope told the reit ^ 

Meantime I retained mj healdi to a d^ree that under the dreum- * 
stances waf remarkable. As a result of this happj exempdon from, 
sickness, various duties devoWed upon me in addition to those within 
my proper sphere,'among those extra responsibilities being profemional 
work in the Colonial Hcwpital, and charge of the Commissariat Depan- 
m^t for the troops—the Utter altogether alien to my training ot tastes. 
So conditions went on till July, a month wUch proved to be thb most 
unhealthy and deadly of any throughout the year. It was then that,' 
night afrer ni^l^ I wu the solitary member of our mess " who took 
his place at table. 1 made the acquaintance of, and speedily became 
on friendly terms with, some imce,wrhose place of residence was under 
the floor, buC^hich freely communicated with the messroom hy numerous 
apertures, and was in other respect^ dilapidated; nor did it take long 
before some of the little animals acquired suflicient confidence to 
scracnble up my leg and so on to the table, partake of dinner with my¬ 
self, tfius calling to my mind the story ct the Prisoner of Chillon. With 
the month of August came improved b^th conditioss, and for the four 
or five succeeding months all was ckeerfril in that particu}af and impor- 
tiot respect * > , ^ 

Among those who succumbed 'during the sickly months Vas Captiun 
Maclean, husband of the poetess, In E. L.—Letitia Qixabeth l^don, 
who died at Cape Coast Castle in 1S58, under circumstancef o( great 
mystery. It was hoped thkt among hir papen would be found wmt 
containing his own account of the sad occurrence, but that hope was 
not realiaed. From careful inquiries, however, I was led to the belief 
that her death was due t6 oatu^ causes, and to them alone. Now the 
body of the deceased husband sras laid in the grave cibse to that of the 
wife,^ and both rmt under the pavement of the castle quadrangle. Tho 
story of the gifted lady intesested some ot our n^ber, as inddents 
connected with her shmt life on the Coast were related by Mr. Hatton 
and others who had enjoyed her a^uaintanee. « 

The o cc urrence of tlte healthy season" was hail^ as such*event 
could on^ be a locality wriiere every man had to run the gauntlet 
for life daring fou( to fivfi out ^ the todve months which make op the 

* Some ftceeurt eC L. E X* li pvea ia mj Mpante book, £^i on thi GM 
Om/T. J cemider that the mate of her death was disease of tee hsatt, with whieb 
she was knowa to have been atfcctcd seveal yesra 
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* year. Amtuemeota of different kinds were inststated, short ^excursions 
taken in Ttrioas diilctions along such roads or pathways as existed for 
purposes of communication albng the coast and* to places inlyid.* In 
the absence of ho^es—for these most useftl animals when brought to 
-the coast laiudly pme away and die—our means of transport con- 
fisted, tot the most part, of a chair so placed between two^les as to 
be thus c^ed by two (it four A6icansi according to the weight of the 
individual There were a few imgU light carriages, •in some respects 
like a Bath chair, in others like a victoria, drawn by Africaos, who, to 
judge by their antics and shouts as they raced against each other, must 
have dbjoyed the work immen^y. Picnics became the orcthr of the 
^ty"; Saints* days, birthdays, and holidays were most religiously'* 
kef^t, and for the most part very enthusustically celebrated On' one 
of these occasions we visited what at one time had* been a coffee 
plantation in the near vicinity, but t^en desirted; the buildings reduced 
to min, the; coffee bushes choked by the ordinary bush^ the natural 
impression being that the owner had {alien a victim to his seasoning,** 
that he had no successors on his estateor, if be had, that they bad 
also succumbed. 

Pursuits relating to natural history became so many loun/es of 
pleasant and intellectual ocqipatioo. Ornithology was especially 
interesting, tombinidg u it did observation of birds in their natural 
haunts end condition}. A* large number of spedmens were shot, one 
portion hasfg subsequently given to (he Natural History Museum of 
Edinburgh, another to Sir William Jardine, by whom notes taken at 
the time were published* A song bird {Drymcioi msntaiis) that fell 
to my gun was for the first time, I believe, given as an UlustratioD in 
that brochure; another illifttrati^i being that of a large and handsome 
swallow named after me, Himndo Gordcni. 

On one occasion, while combining ornithological study and ** sport,** 
I had an unpleasant e^erieoce with one* of several kinds of poiscmoui 
jnakes that here abound, frequenting chiefly prickly herbage in imme¬ 
diate proxtmi^ to loeh roads and pathway* es then existed, as also the 
sedgy tract of oped ground near the Salt Pond, a little way westward 
of the settlement While traversing that tract 1 came suddenly frtce 
to lace with a large black co^a. One intrel of my fowling- 
piece had been* already diadiargcd The yemaioing ^t----a mixture 
of Nos. 6 and 9 was fired, more u a ^ult of instinctive action than 
steady aim, by me, but .with good effect *Tbe clunge traversed the 

* StttlcaTteJ •^NapolM** 

t Undw the tlOe cf CrnffUttfim; (0 Ormt/Mg/. 
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body of tbe reptile as if it were a bolie^ so* close was it to me ; then • 
its writhizigs wefe such that I came within tbem» net a little to my own 
hoTrte. In the emergency my Fantee **hoy” speedily dispatched it by 
means oT the heavy stick hf carried for the purpose of beating the bush. 
The skin—considerably over six feet long—omanfented the wall of, 
my barrack-room while I remained on the coast Puff-adders are 
numerous, and from their slcggish movoroenti^ are easily kiHed. On 
one occasion I killed six partially-grown individuals during a moming^i 
walk on the Salt Pond road. * 

)VheO| as already stated, administration of British settlements on the 
Gold Coast was taken over by the Colonial Office, it was made-srome- 
diately subordinate to that of Siena Leone. The inconvenience ol • 
that'arrangeij^ent was soon made manifest The force with which the 
oceanic currcntriins southward along the coast is sufficient during some 
months of the year to prevent sail^g brigs from beating up against it; 
and as at th^time alluded to a r^ular line of steamers had not been 
introduced, the outcome of that state of things was the inconvenient 
necessity of letters and ^spatctles for the headquarters of the 
Government and Command Mng sent vid England, several months 
hecodiing thus necessary before answers could be received. Cape 
Coast Castle and i^ dependencies had a Govetjior and Colonial 
Secretary, both of whom were resident Justice Mras^miDistered by 
a court presided over by a British official designated Judicial ^Issessor, 
assisted by selected native chiefs. Of them, ^Kiog Aggary,” then^ 
upwards of eighty years of age, was the most prominent and distin¬ 
guished. As a young man he had served on board a British man-of- 
war, in accordance with the^custom of thp time, and so, according to 
his own manner of expression, he ** had learned sense.” 

For a long time past native rulers whose “kingdoms” adjoined 
British settlements along^the Gold Coast had voluntarily placed them¬ 
selves und?r protection of our flag, and thus in a fanner become 
British subjects. Their several laws and customs were retained, with 
the exception of human sacrifice, a practice abandomsd many years ago. 
Succession to rank and property descended through the female line; 
that is, the eldest son of the eldest daughter^became heir-apparent 
In the kingdom of Akiip the sovereign is a female, the saccessioo 'being 
also in the female line. ^ ^ 

A visiflo Acdra ocenpi^ two days, and a similar time to return. 
The path along wffich I travelled-^ovto road existed—-led for the most 
part through the bush^close to tbp beach; at times it was by tbe beach 
itself^ to that only when the tide was low wu it practicaUe to proc eed 
at all. At intervals the occurrence of rugged promontories and beapt: ^ 



-4^1 


Coast of Guinea 63 

of boulders rendered it no means an easy undertaking to get over 
them. Arriving atthe river Sekoom, its bwders were; lined by man* 
grove trees {RhUaphoro)^ the tong tendril-Uke roeti of which inteilaced 
above the s^t mud alternately covered aD4 left exposed as *the tide 
, flows and ebbs, tn some places the trunks of those trees were covered 
within tide mark by a small species of oyster^ and presented the 
additionil peculiarity o^a few small fish^-the climbing pe^ (Anayas 
sM/ultni) laboriously ascending to the height of a couple of feet or so 
from the water level, there ^ holding on ** for a little, then dropping 
iifto the muddy river after basking in the sun. At Accra, three forts, 
belonging respectively to E(}gland, Holland, and Denmark, wert in close 
^proximity to each other : the first occupied by some twenty black 
soMiers and half a dosen native militiamen, the guns ol^ and useless, 
the fortress itself dilapidated; the second nothing more than a 
trading store of the Governor; the^third, the strongest of the three, 
but noted for its extrerxe unhealthinesi. Subsequently wf learned that 
it was completely destroyed by an earthquake. ^ 

Several of the forts that had beldtaged to the former African Com* 
pany were abandoned some years previous to the present date (184S)» 
among others that of Amelycha, or Apollonia, about seventy miles to 
windward of Cape, Coast Castled For a time matferi in the district so 
called progressed very well.under the rule of a humane and otherwise 
good native d)ief named^ yaniu Acko; but having died in 1830, he 
^ was sbcceeded by Quako Acko, a mao of cruel and tyrannical disposi¬ 
tion, whO| although he continued to fly the British flag, gradually 
became less and less loyal, and finally withdrew allegiance altogether. 
Meanwhile he was in a continpal state of wvfam with the States adjoin¬ 
ing his own, extending hi» depredations to Asinee and Axim, respeo 
lively belonging to France and Holland. In 1835 his conduct had 
become so outrageous that a force from Cai^ Coast Castle was sent 
against him, and^for his misconduct he was subjected to a line of 300 
ounces of gold dust. So little effect had this upon him, however, 
that in 1838 a seebnd expedition was sent against him, and a farther 
fine of Soo ounces imflicted^apon him. l^rom that time to the present 
he has persisted in symcTing the adjoining States. Within his own 
kingdom” his word was absolute; his great ^mbition apparently to 
surround his palace with festoons compos^ of skulls of enemies slain 
in battle or o( captives botebered. yii(h increasing boldness as time 
went on, he d es tro y ed several villgges within Dutch t^tory, and carried 
away sbme of their inhalutanla. |Ie maltretted officers mnd men 
belonging to French and British ships, who landed at bis capital for 
purposes of trade. Finally, when remonstrated with by the Governor 
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of Capo Coast,^ he insolted and o&erwise maltreated the mem** 
bers ck the eavbaaay seat to him, certain of wHhm he retained as 
captives.^ The Governor took action a^nst the recalcitrant chief. 
Orders were issued direcdn; the formation of a contingent force, some 
thousands strong, to consist of men pertaining to ta&al tribes. A brig . 
was chartered for the occasion; ammonitiop and stores of various kinds, 
including casks of fresh water, placed on b(Ard; for it wsls known 
that the scene oncoming operations was destitute of that necessary 
element Ammunition was issued to the ** volunteer " contingent, to 
whom ply in advance was distributed. At this point* the officet** 
named iC command feU ill and speedily died of coast fever, and his 
place had to it taken by a lieutenant* of the ist West India Regiment ^ 
the Commissariat officer * being non-effective from sickness, the dudes 
pertaining to hfs office fell upon me in addition to my own. 

The resources of the cdlony ii^ respect to white men limited the 
number of those available for the present expedition to six only, the 
** regular troops to no more about half a company of tfie ist West 
India Regiment Four of us by Aip;* two accompanied the levies 
proceeding by land, their forces increasing as they advanced. Arrived 
off* Dfxcove, we landed at that place, to witness the native ceremony, 
and excitement attendiug thereon, of ‘jurying the pcace^drum.** The 
unusual noise and tumult conne^ed with the ordegl seem to have 
attracted the notice of wild denizens of th^ adjoining *fores^ one of 
which, a baboon of Urge size, ^amisted** with his presance on the * 
occasion ; he was declared to be '*tbe great Fetish his advent to be 
a happy augury for the undertaking before us.^ Our next point was 
Axim, at that time Dutch, Aut now Britjsh. There we landed; there 
the entire force at our disposal assembled, and anugements were 
completed to enter hostile territMy. The small party of whites was 
accommodated within the fort, the native forces bivouacking in and 
around the*&wii,—the town consisting chiefly of sheds or huts composed 
of palm branches inartistically tied together. In the open space or 
market place in its centre sto^ a pole to whidi weft fixed portions of 
human skeletons, remains of freebooters from ^oUonia, who having 
been caught were ** dt^>osed of* according to African Uibion. In the 
vicinity roads were DOivexisteDt; ftme rugged pathways were all the 
thorough&res with whkb tl^p place wu provided. ' 

CoauDsadcr, sfitfwsrdi Sir W» ^Vlaakn, RN. He dkd on the Coiit. 

CtpUiaLoaKk. * ’ t 

liifstTi^r* • He lest In dvriag the apeditun, sad iharUy 

tbereatedted U finghad. 

C. SwsUt* 

ne hrif dimfiwr Jftrhea. 
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• Between Axim and the river Encobra stretched a sea beach two miles 
in extent, broken zt intervals by irregular masses and boulders ot 
primitive rocks; beyond it to Jsimilar distance albeit of impenetrable 
forest, pathways through which, formerly existing, had for some years 
past become oblite&ted. Through that tract of bush wc had to make 
a way, not only for ourselves, but also for«our " forces/^ Armed with 
an axe ahd long knife such s bush merf in this part of ^rica use, 
we cut a path for ourselves to the summit of a promontory from which 
it was practicable to take bearings for further progress. Meanwhile, and 
alb through the following night, large numben of men were busy dear 
log a zpad by which the mgss of our contingent could advai^^. At 
. da}d>reak our strange body of irregulars was mustered, and what a sight 
it presented I War dresses, wild in character, grotesquf; in aspdet; 
umbrellas of many colours, carried over particular chiefs; uncouth 
g^iculations in the performance of jyar dances; strange sounds from 
drums, horns, trumps, and other musical'* instruments, the chief 
ornaments on which were jawbones and other fragments of hundan 
mortality, combined to impress u# with the as]>ect of savagery so 
presented. At the head of one of the companies," and in command, 
was a lady, who thus asserted her hereditary position as chief df her 
tribe. . • 

In the early hqurs^of a da)no the first week of April (1848), our 
army " begad its march towards t^e left bank of the Encobra. By 
s previous arrangoment* a number of canoes, suffident to take the force 
across that river, were already outside the bar at its mouth, and these 
were quickly utilised for our purpose. A dense mass of natives 
crowded the opposite "^side of«the river, its dimensions quickly in- 
creasing as others emerged fretn the bush. Our ** artillery " consisted 
of two twelve-pounder rocket tubes, and tiv*o others of smaller calibre. 
In the absence of a combatant" officer, I had been put in ** command " 
of these, and haviog previously indulged b the necessary practice, was 
in a positim to open fire upon the enemy’' as soon as the necessary 
order was given by tbeOoveraor, who was in supreme command. A few 
missiles were dischai^ed; a few lanes ploughed among them, and then 
pell-mdl the mass vabst^ in the forest. Having got across the river, 
we speedily reached an ApoUooiaa* village, degerted by its ordinary 
occupants, who wx their haste bad left behin^ their flocks and herds, 
both of which were quickly annexed by eur ** contingent.'' Continuing 
. what proved to be an extremely fityguiiig marcih along (he sea beach,— 
often having to wade more than kn^eep in tHb rippling tMe,--we 
passed on the border of the forest a succenioo of villages, from all 
of which thdr occopaotr hid fled. Towards evening we reached a 

F 
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town of eoQsidertble size. Our day’s march had been extremely ex- 
hausting^ so that rest for the night was most welcome, especially to us 
white ipen. * ^ 

In the course of the succeeding night, such snatches of sleep as we 
obtained were several times interrupted by the beating of tom-toms,, 
braying trumpets, the nishing bitbcL and thither of considerable 
lx>rtions of our army. Noil it was an alarm of night a^iaclc by '’the 
enemy ”; then the noisy return of a foraging party, bearing with 
them as trophies the heads of two Apollonians, which they cast before 
the Governor as tokens of their prowess. Resuming our march eaily 
the foll^ing morning, we arrived at the river Abimoosoo, across which 
we were floated by means of canoes that had so far followed by laa, * 
keeling juste outside the line of breakers. Shortly thereafter wd were 
met by a messenger from " the king ” against whom we were in pro¬ 
gress ; his office (to ezprefe the desire of his Majesty to know with 
what object«the Governor had brought an army k;U) his country. The 
rep’y was a ball cartridge (according to the custom 0/ the coast), 
together with a reply that if the lAng suTrendered, then "a palaver” 
would be held, but not till then. Meantime we pressed on, and in the 
early ^art of the afternoon entered the capital of the king, to find it 
completely abandoned* Never beibre had I felt,so "done up” and 
exhausted as now. I was, moreov^, ill, and had e^ery,reason to believe* 
that an attack of the much-dreaded fever of the coast wal uporyme. 

As if to celebrate the entry of our "army^ into (the royal city, 
arrangements were speedily made by the native leaders to have a grand 
processioa When it did take place, no mo;e wild and "savage” 
display could well be imagined than that presented by it All around 
us were ghastly relics of death and murder. The palace garnished 
with festoons of human skulls, of which I counted one hundred and 
eighty after the greatea part of such ornaments had been tom from 
their pla^ and kicked abofit as playthings by our " soldiers.” * The 
avenue l^ing to the palace was formed by palm-trees growing at 
short distances from e^^ other along either* side of the roadway. 
From time to time the king had dispbsed of a certain number of his 
enemies by living sepulture in a standing position; a cocoa nut placed 
on the head of ea^ti^tbe earth thrown in, and as in the progress of 
time the plume of palm g^ew higher and higher, each tree received the 
name of the phrticular enemy represented by it. At different points 
aroond, the larger trees were (ypamented with various relics of 
hutnanky, skeleton Viands «d ^ther fragments being nailed or other¬ 
wise attached to stems and brakes. 

During the few following days different portions of our cMtingent« 
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* were variously emplpyed. An expedition! led by two of bui white 
associates,^ started inland, with a view, if possible, to capture the fugitive 
king; another, consisting entirely of blacks, hating started ipdepen- 
dently into the buih, returned in triomph, with ** music,*' war dances, 
*and much discorc^t noise, bearing with them gory heads of three 
yVpollonians who had fallen into their power/ A third patty of ^ur people, 
having proceeded on an independent expjbdition, came upon two men 
who had been made pnsoneq^ by order of that chief, each of them 
laden with thm sets of heavy irons, which they hod worn continuously 
dtlfring the two previous years. The manacles were removed after much 
labour^ but their unhappy bearers, when relieved of them, wetl unable 
to ftand erect. So long had they been kept in a sitting posture by sheer 
weighc of their fetters, that the joints had become accommodated fb it 
Shortly afterwards eighty •eight other prisoners were discovered, their 
fetiers similarly removed, but they themselve# fixed in the sitting posture 
to which thfy hatTIbr longer or shorter periods been borne down by 
iron manacles. • 

Everywhere around the town tlfh bush was impenetrable, for alt 
communication with neighbouring tribes had been cut off for some 
years past, the pathways thus become obliterated by the forest? At* 
tempts to cut new ones were but plrually successful. Meanwhile serious 
' difficulties beset «us In respeOl to y^ter, for the lagoons and rivers 
within syailabte distance being brackish, they quickly ceased to be 
' resorted to, Afew casks of fresh water from our chartered ship thrown 
overboard were washed ashore, their contents carefully distributed 
among ourselves; but, the fact became very evident that this supply 
being extremely limited our occupation ” of the town must be short 
inde^ whether the object of Our expedition was obtained or not 
Most fortunate for us there was treason in the king's camp. By 
reason of his cruelty and tyranny, he had rendered himself hated by 
and hatefiil to his subjects. Now dietr opportunity had arrived. Three 
of their diieb having tendered their submission, so far imitated certain 
civilised nations aa.^negotiate for the surrender of their king—their 
terms by no ‘exorbitant,*namely one hundred ounces of gold 

dust, and a flag to tivm respectively. And so the baigaio was 
cloecd * * • 

A few more days pinfri. during which '^Bslavers** of all sorts took 
places and parties dispatched in various directions, though se*emingly 
without result Evening ^iproadmi; there as uDttsu& tumult among 
our coiAingeQt Dtscootant noises, qputted fronf drums, boms, and 

^ Menvs. nroOfe Craidafasak and Fraak Swaniy* 
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human mouths, announce the approach of large l^odies of men; they 
arc «the former subjects of the king,^ they carry manacled and 

give over to the British leader. We feel relieved by the prospect of 
speedy ending of our privittoos and fatigues; for our number, four 
arc prostrate by sickness. So long as our prisoner, savage as he is, * 
continuedtfout of sight, we did our best^to fojlow him up relentlessly. 
Now that he is in oar presence, bound hand and foot,ran object of 
abject misery, big tears rolling down hia coarse black face, some of us 
were unable to smother a shade of sympathy for the man, monster 
of cruel^ as he was. 

Of atrocities committed by him the re^brd of two will here luffice. 
He^ caused his mother to he secured to a stake at low-water mirk 
when the tide was out, her eyelids to be cut olT, her face turned 
towards the sun,—so leA until overwhelmed by the returning 
flood, and her sufferings put aA end to. His pregnant sister he 
caused to be cut open while alive, that he migl^ see thf position in 
her womb of the unborn infant, tlj^n directed that according to native 
custom her body should be buried within the palace. 

In^the room under the floor of which the remains were interred, 
bearing upon them her golden omi^ents, the captive king was placed 
under guard, and so remained duri»* the following night With^ 
the return of daylight it was seen t%t the floor had been opened 
by the guard, the remains exhumed, alPoenan^ts wrenched there- 
from; the body itself, considerably advanced in dedhy, offensive to 
sight and smell, thrown back into the still open grave. Thus the king 
had spent the night side by side as it were with the remains of his 
murdered sister, witness lb the acts of savagery to which they were 
subjected. * 

Our object attained, the return march began at midnight; our 
prisoner, ^veral of hlS wives, togeth^ with other members of his 
family, being under the charge of a strong guard. The four sick white 
men, unable to take their proper places in the ranks, were carried, 
country fashion, in the loeg baskit| already described, our bearers 
being subjects of the king whom we were obrying away prisoner. 
Again the beach, left by the receded tide, was our highway, and 
along it our brave* men proceeded. How the sick fitted is 
* ihustr^ed in my own experience. As the fierce tropfeal son ascended 
in the heaveii% the fever which I suffered increased, headache 
-was severe; fresh^watSr there wik none wherewith to moisten the 
parched mouth. In this {digbt, having by signs indicated Ay desire 


Qaako Adta by name. 
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that my basket shoi^d be placed on the ground, I endeavoured to make 

my way to the ripples left 1^ the recurriDg waves; but in so doing 
strength gave way, and I feu prostrate on the*8and. Immediately I 
found myself bei^ gently lifted back to Ihe basket by my carriers* 

. One of them climbing a cocoa-nut tree that grew in our immediate 
vicinity, cut off a large specimen of its fruh, which was speedily opened 
by a comp^ion beside me,' its milk emptied over my lace and 
given me Co drink. At th^ time jmd often since I have thought 
gratefully of that act by the wild African, and have contrasted it with 
its counterpart met with among ** civilised ** peoples. 

Arrived at Axim, and she necessary arrangements competed, we 
re^mbarked on the little brig that had already done good service in 
conif^tion with our expedition. The captive chief, or king as he 
was called, was speedily on board, under the care of a guard, the 
anchor raised. Wind and current •favoartd us, and so we quickly 
arriveCapf'Coast In the early boors of morning we landed. 
Our prisoner was securely placed in a cell of that fortress. J'he 
populace of the native town, on hfikring the news, were in great com* 
morion ; our friends, merchants and others, from whom we had parted 
a month before, were full of congratulations. Then followed ^invita* 
lions to dinner, picnics, and ^f> forth, until the rainy season, already 
threatening, fairly bi^ke upoQAis an^ put a stop to alL 

Among otlter characteristic incidents related to us was that, as soon 
as our expedition had*marched away, tke women of Cape Coast, omitting 
the slight costume usually worn by them, went about their ordinary 
occupations in a state of nadity. One of the oldest of the foreign 
residents, utonisbed at the circumstance,* inquired as to the reason 
for such an extraordinary p 40 ceediDg; he received as answer from 
the perambolating statue so addressed the Fan tee equivalent of 
**What does it matter? AU the ffun faaue started for the war,*’ 
mu^ empharis being given to the word ^men.” 

The w^ of paying up and disbanding the contingent portion of the 
force was quickly eSuried out. * In the^ former, gold dust was the 
currency employed, •of which &e equivalent value of three*halfpence 
was the daily rate gtrena no allowance being required for food Yean 
passed away, and then I learned t&i^ the wre^hed king, having lost 
his reason iu ^ confinement, pined away, and died a drivelliog 
idiot in his prison. One by one oui* party of white men engaged 
in dus smiQ but extremely trying piece of service dropped away, and 
for xnaiiy yean before die rime when ,the present hotes are titnsferred 
to these pages I have been the ide survivor. The expedirion was 
mentioned approrii^ySn the Jtmis some months after it had become 
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a thing of the past* Medals and decorations fO|* similar services in 
We^ Ainca w^re then io the future* p 

Fifteen months on the Gold Coast; then came the welcome news 
that a ship with relief*' on board was sighte^. Great was the 
excitement as we watched her gradual approach; great the seat with* 
which th^ arrival was welcomed; hospitable the reception accorded 
to them; great the marks of kindness in various ways shown to us by 
residents. It wis long since news had^reached us from England, for 
regular mall communication did not exist Papers now received were 
eagerly read, for they were Ailed with details illustrative of a threatenihg 
politi^ aspect in various kingdoms of Euft^pe. ^ 

Taught by experience how treacherous and dangerous was ^e 
climate of Cape Coast, I determined to proceed by the first ship ft) sail, 
irrespective of immediate destination, the chief object being **to get 
away.'’ The arrival of t^e transport Bantio Junior^ with reliefs of 
West India) soldiers and African recruits for raiments /n the West 
Indies, afforded me the desired opportunity. On S4th of May we 
embarked, the ship dropped wift the current to Accra, and then 
sailed for Barbados. 

Glad and thankful to have successfully run the gauntlet as it were 
against the climate of Guinea, the dpar sea air,•notwithstanding its 
temperature of 83^ F., had its usual Venehclal* effect on health im¬ 
paired on the Coast. The transport in which we sailed had .•on board 
three hundred Africans, of whom about one-h^f weK* soldiers, the' 
remainder recruits, that is, captured slaves, selected from among those 
in the Adjudication Yard ^ at Sierra Leone, and duly enlisted ” into 
West India regiments. * A^good many of the soldiers were accompanied 
by their wives and children. Among thb ** recruits * was a very strong 
athletic African named Kakungee, one of a cargo of slaves, the vessel 
conveying whom had recently bees captured by a British man-of-war. 
A fellow-slave, but now recStuit,’’ gave information of the violent and 
uncontrollable temper of Kakungee while on board the slave ship; 
that on two occasions be Jiad suddenly attacked felJow-riave% killiog 
his victims before a rescue could be effected* * With a view to guard 
against similar occurrences on board the Santto funiery he having 
speedily shown the violence of lus disposition, he was secured to the 
deck by means of a caak-v-in one end of ohicb was i bole sufficiently 
large to let thr<^b his bead. But not his shoulders—bemg pat over him 
and cleated down* In ffiat manner be was kept during tite early part 
of our Voyage, food aadliquids^vefi to him, but his hands {ffevented 

* Slave-iUpi cultured by Bdtsdi nen-ef-wv were taken to Skm Leoo^ tl^ 
cargoes there tnasferred to ^ cttebtishftfnr ao-aaaked. 
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from being made us^of for either purpose. His imploring requests to 
be relieved, and promises of ^ood behaviour, led to his release, and 
being allowed to mix with nis fellow-countrylhen. Sudd^ly*and 
without provocation he attacked a comrade.* A Yorruba man of great 
, physical strength came to the rescue ; dealt the assailant such a blow 
^that he reeled to leeward^ and striking Us head against stanchion, 
lay insensible scupper. For ninj days be remained in that 

condition, notwithstanding m^uns used for his restoration; at the end 
of that time he died—a victim to his own incorrigible violence. 

*'Twenty-nine days &om Accra, our ship lay at anchor in Carlisle Bay, 
BarbsKlos.^ Proceeding om shore to make the usual official reports 
to^he military authorities, we gained particulars in regard to the wide¬ 
spread revolutionary spirit through the nations of Europe; thlt in 
London serious demonstrations were threatened. Unfiappily we also 
lear ned t hat an outbreak of yellow fever* had occurred among the 
ifoops occqpymg’uaiTacks on the Savarmah; that among victims of the 
disease were some medical officers. The upshot was that I was or<ipred 
on shore for duty. That aftemoln I ** took over ” the barrack>room 
assigned to me, vacated very shortly before through death of its 
occupant Disinfection and other means of modem sanitation were 
little if at all thought of in tlpsS days; nor, up to the present, close 
upon half a cenuiry Since th^veot^hos the malady extended to me. 

The general aspect o| Barbados is at first sight very beautiful. 
Approaching the island from the northward, it appears as a mass of rich 
green vegetation, the border of sea grape trees,* like so many bearded 
men,—whence its naipe was taken,—becoming more distinct as we 
approach. Towards its interior a succession*of hills rise to a height 
^f eight hundred or a thousfind feet, their sides mostly covered with 
turf, with here and there clumps of trees, the intervening valleys 
divided by different estates and lots upon wlych are grown sugar*cane 
and guinea-comA The houses have such a home-like look, that the 
. name of " Little Scotland,'’ long since given to the island, seems appro¬ 
priate, more e^>edal^ when the dandscage is viewed from the summit 
of one of those hiUs*iDlafid, to which in one of our excursions we pro¬ 
ceeded. Uohai^y a check—tempemrily, it is hoped-^ias been brought 
upon the once ffouruhing sugar hidustry of«the island. Since the 
emanetpotioD dt slaves took place, properties have altogether fallen in 
valuta proprietors have been ruined, the univeraal cotfiplaint taring that 
the freed slaves cannot be got t# work. Ce<dogicaity the chief com- 
pooenf rocks at Barbados of coral limtktone and oorak In 
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respect to its fauna, it has the peculiarity of possessing but a small 
proi)ortion of Venomous snakes as compared with the other islands 
of tlie V^est India g^up. The people who have been bom on the 
island are known as ** Bilbs.’’ Their colour is a piixture of red and 
albinoid white ; their special characteristic said to be pride. 

Compa^g the climate of Barbados with thpt of tropical India, the. 
former has various advantages. To a certain extent it iw bracing and 
exhilarating; the prevailing breeze, as it^cotnes across the Savannah, 
pleasant to the sensations, so that officers and other persons ride out at 
all hours of the day, their faces ruddy, themselves to all appearance in 
robust ifealth. At intervals of seven to eight years, epidemics of fellow 
fever occur, such as that which recently attacked the 66th and yfnd 
Regiments, and after a temporary decrease in its severity, recurred with 
more than usual intensity and mortality. With regard to physical 
conditions, geological and otherwise, there is to all appea ra nce nothing 
of a kind t» supply explanation, whether of the advent, ingrease, te^ 
porary cessation, sudden return with increased intensity, and final 
cessation; neither can explanation^ drawn from those conditions for 
the lengthened duration of non«cpidemic intervals, or of the cyclical 
return'of the disease in pestilential form. 

Embarked on board the XeyaitnnsporU Iwled for England. ^ 

During the homeward voyage only onp incid^t de^rving notice 
occurred. In a dear moonlit night we Became^ aware that are were 
in collision with a vessel of no great size. As we rushdd on deck, we 
were shocked to observe that the craft suddenly disappeared a short 
distance astern of us. No less to his own mrprise than ours, a 
sailor belonging to her was found oa«our deck, cast upon us in a 
portion of her rigging that lay across it He was carefully seen to 
by us, taken to Portsmouth, and there handed over to the Spanish 
Consul, fo( we had asceitaioed that the ship run down had sailed fyom 
Corunna. * • 

Gravesend reached, we disembarked; in due time reported our. 
arrival at Headquarters. I^e authorities granted the usual period 
of leave of absence in accordance with Regulationd at the time in force. 
From them also I receive^ a letter conveying the thanks of Earl Gr^ 
for services performed lo Africa *A few days thereafter 1 learned*that 
of our ^‘reUe&,^' three insnumber, two had died irithib a month after 
landing at Cap^ Coast, one of them my own successor. F^tunate, 
therefore, was my resolve Hot to delaf*departure. 

Often Is the statement made, hut nearly always by persons yAxo live 
atOome at ease, that deaths of British officers in Africa and other 
tropical countries are due to their irregularities and vices, not to 
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combined conditioi^ collectively constituting climate. Hie officers 
with whom I was associated oi^the Gold Coast were in fheir habits and 
general manner of life as nearly as possible lik^ their conteigporaries 
in England; nor ^d the few who at times^xceeded somewhat appear 
to suffer in any resp /St more than did those of more temperate habits. 

is the climate of Guinea^ and it alone,*that kills the whilf man, and 
in yet greatej; proportion the white woman? 

An incident which occunec^shortly alter I hadanivtd in I/>ndon was 
in its way illustrative of the state of public feeling at the time. It was 
while spending an evening in Portman Street Barracks,^ then occupied 
by the Scots Fusilier Guards, that orders from the Hors^ Guards 
dirteted that the battalion should be kept within barracks and under 
arms^, information at the same time circulated that on the previous day 
there had been a ** rising^’ of the Chartists at Ashton, near Birmingham, 
and that a sim ilar outbreak in London w&s intended. Subsequently 
il^riearned piat The Duke of Wellington, then Commander 4 n-Chief, had 
made ample anangements for such a contingency, though with so much 
secrecy and discretion that not a tidier was to be seen on the street. 
But the anticipated outbreak did not take place. 

A portion of leave granted was devoted by me to the coibbined 
, objects of restoring health and^atning knowledge. At the beginning 
of the winter session^ r^entcred at ^xSiaburgh University to benefit by 
the lectures of Sir G^rge»Bmlingall. Meanwhile, a friend * was inter¬ 
esting himself kt appropriate quarters iti view to my being released from 
further service on “ the Coast'' 

’ With my Mead J. A. Bostock. * 

^ Geoend Sir Henry King, K.Clt 
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CHAPTER \ffll 
1848 ^ 1851 . SRKl^Nti 

57lh Regiment—EnniskilleD-^War in Tunjab—Weeding out—Routine—•‘AlWBera 
Say "—Ballyrhannon—Sligo—Monro of the Bluea—Orange fealtraJ—General 
oonditiooa—Xn eaecutioa—SurpriM inipectiona—Married—Marc?, to Dublin— 
Clonei—Kclla—Trim—Uaigan—M ayn 00 th—Dubli n— r>utJea, etc. —Ci vUitiet— 
Donpybrook—Medical staff and OrScr of the Bath—Kaffir y^is— Arlinai in 

G azetted ^ to the 57th^ I joined that distinguished regiment at 
Enniskillen, receiving from Riembera of the Die-hards much 
civility and courtesy as a iiew<omer among them. A few months passed, 
and newspapers contained details of victory over the Sikhs at Chilian* 
wallah,* though at a British cost in killad and wounded of B9 officers^ 
and 2,26s soldiers. With a sense of relief intelligence hj the following 
mail was read that crushing defeat had bed inftic^ed upon the goemy at 
Goojerat,8 though with a loss tot>ur forces of 29 officer#and 778 men ; 
the dispersion of the beaten army, the flight of their AOghan allies 
towards the Khyber Pass—for disalTection on th^part of Dost Mahomed 
had not yet been compIettSy appeased. * 

During winter the weekly route march, ^th its attendant little incidents, 
furnished about the only events ofr^mental life that need be alluded to. 
As an outcome of what Was looked upon as a scheme of economical 
administration proposed for political reasons, a redudtion in regimental 
strength *w8a ordered, several soldiers weeded out of the ranks in, 
accordance with orders received. long thereafler public attention 
was drawn to **The Defenceless State of Great Bfitain'’ by Sir Francis 
Head, to whose book, so giamed, credit was given for measures speedily 
taken to reverse the Schemes of reductions in and tn4iM^ 

alluded 40, * * 

With the retogn of summer* the routine of *regimental life became 
again pleasant as co^pardd with the^onotony incidental to the dreary 
months of winter. The leave season over, the process of prepating for 
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uifipectioa seemed only object for which the raiment exUted, men 
and officers lived; for no sooner was the dreaded ordeaD past and over, 
than the process was resumed for that which wa/ to come %i\ months 
later on. As so ^any interludes, entertaiifments given and received, 
• games, and “ matches ” of various kinds became so frequent as to be 
.looked upon as somewl^at monotonous. * ^ 

Ejcceptiongl in these respects was the anniversary, on May i6, of 
the battle of Albuhera in 181^, on which occasion tMb 57th Regiment 
earned the SQubriquet of *^The Die-hards,” ^ of which it is so justly 
proud, the esprt/ de corps maintained thereby as well as through aoniver* 
sary Alebration being omodk hs most valuable heritages. Ttftn came 
Ihff birthday of Her Majesty \ after it, the celebration of Waterloo, ** the 
credit of the regiment being fully maintained 00 these occasions. 

Trips in various directions by water and land proved to be most 

enjoyable, ^^ po atiog on the beautifil Loch Erne became a favourite 

^*^8time, picnics on some of the many islands with which*it is dotted 

acquiring an interest of their own. Of those islands one has ^ a secni- 

sacred character; upon it stand rtflns of an ancient church,^ and, as 

believed, a still more ancient round tower. By road to Beleek ^ and 

Ballyshannon was no less pleasant and interesting. Around the 

^ promontory on whmh the first-named stands, the river Erne rashes as a 

magnificent torrent )\he secand notod on account of its “ salmon leap,” 

and legendary story qooneem with the islet* at a little distance sea* 

ward from the cataract Extending bur trip to Sligo, we visited the 

ecclesiastical ruins and buildings pertaining to that city. In proximity 

to one of them, sevcnl small heaps of human bones lay among the 

grass, exposed to wind and weather. Inquiry elicited that they were 

exhumed remains of dead prior to 1832, the great mortality by cholera 

in that year rendering it necessary thus to ^'roake room ’’ for interment 

of the numerous victims. But the necessity* for leaving ^posed the 

vestiges of mortality was not apparent to^lS at the time. 

. At Bundoran I made the acquaintance of lieutenant Monro, late of 

the Blues, living in retirement^ Sis prosj^ts ruined as a result of the 

duel into which he Vas forced with his brother*in-law, Lieut^Colonel 

Fawcett, 55th Regiment whom he killed on^that occasion. Coming 
$ 

* Out of 5 m officers tsd mm who went Into^lioa et Albuhira, the cMnending 
officer, 22 other officers, more 200 men were placed fitrs de ertitM, The 

** dead were found lyiag aa they fought & caaks; evefy wooad was in front'* 

s DaVSnialL ^ * 

* Dedicated to St Molash, 1^0 died a.D. 563. 

* The manalacture of Beleek ware wu then a thing of the future. 

* See likstmied London Umt, Oaebet 12,1849. 
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as that duet did not long after the ** meeting ” between Hawkey and 
Setop, in whicK the latter received a woiuid that retolted in bis death, 
public opinion became aroused against the practice. Within two years 
thereafter the Articles of ^ar were so modified as (o declare it to be 
a military offence on the part of an officer to fight a duel or (ail to take 
measures tn prevent one froth taking place. For a considerable time 
past there had been a growing feeling in the army ond^ in civil life 
against a system by which it was possible^for the bully and the aggressor 
to have an advantage as a ^ professed duellist ” over the less experienced 
adverssiry whom he might see fit to ** call out.*’ 

The (Celebration of the victory of the Boy^ie, July i, and that of 
Auchrim on lath of the same month, 1691, was enthusiastically observed 
Processions of^meni bedecked with the distinctive colour of their ^rty, 
led by bands of music and bearing with them a profusion of flags, 
paraded the streets of Enniskillen. From many win dows ora ng e fl^ s 
and other ptuty emblems were displayed; from the church steeple fe> 
tooas of orange-coloured ribbons waved in the breeae In other respects 
much of what was ** demonstrative'' in character took place, but the 
general impression produced upon strangers and uninterested specta¬ 
tors was not unlike that experienced as we looked in India upon 
religious" festivals. ^ • 

The visit of Her Majesty to Ireland^and thi prospect of a I^vde 
to take place in Dublin, attracted to thar capital every* ofliegr whose 
duties and position admitted df his being temporarily absent fron> 
his regiment. The question of expediency of the Royal visit had for 
some time previous been subject of conversation, nor was there an 


absence of curiosity and anxiety in regaid to the reception the Queen 
might meet with on the occasion of her traversing the streets. Every¬ 
where it was enthusiastic, so much so that Her Majesty was much 
impressed^ The following day the Levfe was held; some two thousand 
presentations were made, and in the list of those whw had that honour 
my namS was included. 

At this time the general s^jite of tilings in our tmniediate neighbour¬ 
hood was this :-~The intensity of (amine by reason of the potato blight 
of 1847-8 had to some jiegreebecome lessened^ favourable summer 
weather had brought about an abundant crop of grain, relief works were 
in progress, the expenses«f administration out of pl^portion to the 
meagre sums wl^ch actually reibhed die workers. All the while political 
and religious antipathic#, manifested themselves in violent forms; 
murders perpetrated m the close yicimty of our county town. * > 

Some of the alleged perpetrators of those crimes underwent their 
trial at the County Assizes. Two were convicted and condemned to^ 
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death. On the day their execution a guard provided by "the sjth 
was drawn up at a little distai^e from the main entrance of the prison, 
where the apparatus for canying oat the extreme sAtence of the Jaw was 
kept in readiness, ^ehind the soldiers the large open space then existing 
.was crowded with interested spectators, the proportion of women being 
estimated as four to one of men. The dread ordeal over, ope of our 
men was bro\)ght to the r^iroentat hospital in a condition of delirious 
terror, his delusion that one o^the men executed was Wangling over his 
head. All means used to soothe or relieve him failed; his horrible 
defirium continued with little or no interruption through some few days 
and nfghts, only ceasing wish his own existence, for the sarae’terrible 
impression haunted him to the very last. 

ThI system of surprise inspections,’' at the time in force, appli^ to 
regiments and departments; inspectiog officers were wont to appear 
without warning, such ordeals being over anS above those held in ordi* 
^ary course of routine. That the higher authorities saw ^od reasons 
for their action in this respect is not to be doubted. Those reasons, 
however, did not transpire; but arooAg our soldiers the irritation caused 
by unusual proceeding went far to overbalance whatever good might 
liave accrued from it * 

On the z4thof March, 1850, Ah^ most, sacred event of a man's life 
occurred in mine—t!ut event, my p)arriagc ' to Annie, daughter of 
John Mackintosh, Esq., qf f'orricb. Time was pressing, for rumours 
were in the aii* that the r^ment was^ well up the roster for foreign 
service. Leave of absence had accordingly to be curtailed; but, on 
rejoining the jyth will; my young bride, she was received with the same 
kindness that had been shown, to myself, many days thereafter, 

she proceeded to Dublin, whdre, pending the arrival of the regiment, 
including myself, she was most hospitably received by the family of a 
brother officer.* • 

Ciur progress to the Irish capital included several days' march; for, 
although railway communication could have been made use of for part 
of the distance, the alitborities hiffl decid^ that it should not be so. 
In our march, we passed throt^h or were billeted for a night at 
places in relation to wiiich histc»y records a good deal of what is 
interesting. For example, Clones b&s an ecdesiastical history dating 
back to the sixth century; Kells, otherwise Kenlis^ boasts of mins of a 
monastery, said to have owed its foundation to Su Columba;* in near 
proximity to Trim stands the rectory of Laroir, the former residence of 
'Dean Swift, and near it a fragment pf what ha^ been the house of 


^ The ctremony loleraBued by the Rev. J. A. Grant, of Naim. 
* Major and Mn. Shadfbrtlu 
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Stella. The ruins of Dangan Castle in the near Neighbourhood were 
interesting, in tliat in them was shown to •us an apartment said to have 
been tbe^ actual birthplace of the Duke of Wellington—with what degree 
of truth it was not deemed^'oecessary to inquire.^ ^ 

The village of Maynootb, at the time of our march through was in . 
appearance, wretched and dtoiyed^ even as compared to others along^ 
our line of route At its eastern end is the avenue that leads to 
Carton, seat of li eland's only duke.* B’lit the name of the village has 
become associated with its Roman Catholic College, which dates from 
1795, and was endowed by Sir Robert Peel* with an income yearly of 
;^5 o,oo 8—a measure much discussed at the time of our visit, as 
indeed it has continued since to be. 

Arrived in Ijlublin, the barracks assigned to the S7th were the Linen 
Hall—old, and long before then condemned as unfit for occupation ^ 
accommodation for all ranks insufBuent Thus my experience in search¬ 
ing for lodgings began. Some months elapsed; then the foment war 
** broken up," small parties distributed among various barracks, to be, 
after another interval, collected in ^hc Royal Barracks—large, spacious, 
and, at the time, looked upon as well adapted for their purpose. 

Dut/i relaxation, pleasure, as rej^rcsented in Ireland's capital, suc¬ 
ceeded each other among our officers.* In accordance with rules then 
in force, much of my own time taken up in' cosnection with the ' 
more military functions of parades, drills field days, and ceremonial 
“trooping the colours." ReJ^roental entertainment;, lev^ and ' 
“receptions" at the Castle were so many interludes in our general 
routine. • 

In accordance also w^th the custom of the time, civility and attention 
in various ways by learned societies and institutions were extended to 
medical officers of the garrison, myself included. Access to lectures in 
the Collies was placed at our disposal; so was admission to the 
Botanical and Zoological Gardens. Invitations to pic-nics and to 
boating excursions 10 the beautif'*! bay further helped to render pleasant 
our stay in Dublin. « 

The once famous Donnybrook Fair^ had not then become a thing of 
the past, although its ezjinction was approaching. The assemblage of 
people on the occasloia coropiise<f the wild in aspect, dirty in person, 
squalid4 imperfectly clothed, all more or less strofigly smelling of 
whisky, some ^*nGing to mulic of their pipes; but so far as we saw, 


^ Another ctatement ii Ihtt his ftirth took pUee in Upper Merrier 
ublio i his beptiim ia St. Pcter*S Chordu * TI1M wu in 1850. 

* Parliament, Jane, 1845. * August 31,1850. 
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without the miith, ^jotghter, and other signs of Irish life of^ which we 
had heard so much. 1 ' 

Through the advocacy of Sir De Lacy Evans, ahd almost by it alone, 
officers of the Medical and Commissariat Departments were admitted to 
.the second and third grades of the Most Honourable Order of tlie 
Bath.^ In battles connected with recent campaigns, 5uigeon|,of British 
regiments w^e exi>osed to fire of the enemy in a degree only second 
to that of combatants, the (^sualties in killed and«woundcd among 
them tesdfybg to the risks ran by them in the performance of their 
duties on those occasions. Other circumstances of military life tell 
more gainst medical officers of regiments than those whose ddties are 
merely combatant.” The combat over, the latter, if unscathed, takes 
his rrtt, such as it may be under the circumstances, but the most 
arduous duties of the former then begin. On marches incidental to 
campaigns, the halting ground reacted, requirements of the sick and 
^wound^ n^st be attended to, often under great difficulties^ In times 
of epidemics, the combatant runs risks common to all; the snrgeot), in 
addition to them, is exposed to those incidental to close association 
with subjects of those epidemics, together with mental and physical 
wear and tear in the performance of professional duties. Hence'ariscs 
the pTOpoitionatelyshigh rates of mortality that prevail among junior 
departmental ranks. ' p 

Some (ime fhereafter, v^rVos undertaken against the Kaffirs under 
* Sandilli, their ahief. Eight intotry regiments were hastily dispatched 
to take part in the coming carapaigo, and so the 5;th was placed 
among the first to prqcced to the same destination in the event of re* 
inforcements becoming necessa^*. Married offiters, therefore, lost no 
dme in forecasting arrangemedts to be made by them respectively in 
the event of the anticipated contingency becoming a reality. 

My personal arrangements in that respect became hasten^ by the 
birth to me of a^aon.^ Anticipating sudi an event, I had already 
opened negotiations for exchange to JLwgiment serving in India, con¬ 
scious that colonial rites of pay allowances were inadequate to 
meet the needs of double establishments during war time. By-and-by 
the time anived when connection had to be severed with a regiment to 
which I had become much attach^, and oS ks traditions proud as 
any other of its tnembera A Newell dinneii by invitation of Colonel 
Goldie ^ and officers, and then adieu. * 

^ London Gnutit, August is, 185^ 

* Bora OR April is, 1851. * Killed al Inkernan. 
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1851 - 1852 . OU/iL/jV TO W^UZZBEkABAO 

loth J^ooi'-^lAternatiorul Exhibition—Sail for India-—Incidents—Battened dovAi— 
Chiiunnh nran—Sunderbandii—Porboctpore—Kurumutta—Ineidenti the 

river tri{>—By Grand Trenk Road—Hospitable Brahoxins—LoaU Napoleon— 
Deoband — Saharunporc-^Ju^adi^^UDballah—Nootinahal — Loodlaaah — 
Feroicihab—KeroMpore—Lahore^Joogmnwallah—Arrive at regimental head¬ 
quarters. * ' 

A mong rcgimcnu stationed throughout the Punjab, then but re¬ 
cently annexed, was the 10th Foot, to which, by exchange,^ 1 was 
now appointed. Towards that province I accordingly started mthout 
delay. Arrived in I/)ndon, wevisit^ Ihe great novelty of that day, the 
palace of glass situated in Hyde Pvh, in which waafieldsthe IntemationaY* 
Exhibition, progenitor of a long series as \i ,was destined to^be. No 
time was lost in completing arrangements for the coming sea voyage 
in 80 far as restricted i^ecuniary means permitted Early in June we 
embarked on board the Zord George Btntifuky J in charge of troops; 
some hours thereafter tlle^ip was under sail and away. 

Among the incidents our voyage thSse were recorded at the time of 
their occurrence; namely, some of our crew drunk and insubordinate, 
others impertinent; reevuits undisciplined; junior officers unacquainted 
with duties required of them? In a quarrel betweeti'«soldier and uilor 
the knife was used, foitunafel ^ s^ ^l mut fatal result. The death-roll in¬ 
cluded one child, a soldier igho \n 3 Uirium tremlns jumped overboard,' 
another who accidentally fell into the sea during a squall at night,— 
his death-scream, as be f^ most painiul to hqar. 

Far away in southerm latitudes * we experienced a hurricane sush as 
occur f{om time to time im those r^ons. Ten days wnd nights it con¬ 
tinued to rage ^hatchways battened down; men, women, and children 
confined ’tween decks, deprived to • great degree of lights and air, their 
food and drink handed to and pa|ied from each to other as best could be 


ZondfiH GauUe, May aj, 1851. 
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* under the circumstances; decks washed {rom stem to stem b; heavy 
seas, the ship running before tUh wind; sky so thick that “sights” vere 
impracticable, and so our exact position left conjectural for Ae time 
being. This, added to experiences already Inentioned, was the kind 
of initiation into the rougher side of military life to which my wife was 
' sttbjected; she herself in delicate health, oi^ infant son severely ill, his 
** nurse ” a young untrained woman, the wife of a recruit 

The sea voyage ended, our detachment was conveycQ by steam-boat 
and flats to CIjin surah, as on a former occasion when transit was by 
me^s of country boats. Within a few days after anival there, cholera 
attack^ our young recruits, fhany of whom, as also the wives some 
amorfg them, fell victims. The sudden death of our child's nurse was 
the first shock and trying experience his mother had to fa<^ in India. 

Starting on November t, again by steamer and flats, our route was 
by the Sunderbunds to reach the mainstream of the Ganges. A week 
previous tha^ region was swept over by storm wave and hurricane, by 
which several ships, among them the steamer P^wtrful^ were wrecks. 
Two days were occupied in passing along the narrow creeks that 
intersect the partially submerged forest tract, a thousand miles in 
superficial extent, to which the name of Sunderbunds is given. At the 
of that time we are in the Ganges. 

Time passed withoilt special incident. Arrived at Purbootpore, a 
village on^he left bank of «the river,^ the place was interesting only 
4 s being the locality where, on August it, 1851, the Moolraj of 
Mooltan died, and was burned in accordance with Hindoo rites. He 
it was who instigated, in April, 1848, the murder of Vans Agnew and 
Anderson, and headed the revolt which led to fh8 siege and capture of 
that fortress by British forces, and proved to be the first act in the second 
Sikh war of that year. The Moolraj was for upwards of two years de« 
tained as a political prisoner at Calcutta; his health having gigen way, 
Government saactiobed his transfer to Allahkbad, and while on his way 
thither death overtook him. * 

Not far from Buxar we passed the poing of junction between the 
river Kunimnassa and* the Gang^ The former stream is by good 
Hindoos held accursed, that to touch its water is to them pollution. 
This Imputation, however, would seem to be of m^em date,—namely, 
October S3, 1764,*when the forces of Mir Cchsim were defeated by 
those under Major Monro; * pursued by Ihem to that* gver, in which 
inany of them perished. It was a timilar ocdUrrence in 1826 on the 
, part of Ute Ashaotees at Acromanti that gave to that place in Guinea 

^ Os the twenty.Moood day of oar river journey. 

* Afterwards Su Hector. 
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the name of accursedi” by which it was known during my period of 
sen^ice there. / 

In some respects our river voyage was pleasant; the cool dry air, 
the incidents of each day'including walks on shor^ the peculiarities of 
village life along the banks, the fleets ** and single craft we me^ 
became, n tum^ sources Interest to us. As this the dry season ad¬ 
vanced, the sise of the once mighty stream diminished, shoals became 
numerous, boats'ran aground, delay and other inconvenience the con¬ 
sequences. On one such occasion several recruits from the particular 
boat concerned, started away clandestinely in the shallow water to in« 
dulge in the luxury of a river bath. Sifddenly a scream was ^eard; 
twq of their number disappeared ; whether engulphed in a quicheand,* 
or carried ai^ty by a crocodile, no one could tell. * 

Our river journey ended at Allahabad. Thence our progress was 
to be by march along the Grand Trunk Road. A short halt was per¬ 
mitted to knable officers to purchase such camp equipment and stores 
a8« pecuniary means were equal to. Early in December we marched 
out of tbe—to me—familiar pIlLce. Nine days thereafter, arrived at 
Cawnpore, the terrible story in connecrioo with which was in the not 
distant future. Here my wife had her first experience of. one of those 
violent whirlwind Rtorras whose (distinctive name*is taken from the 
locality; ^ her surprise great on cceing some tedts, articles of clothing, 
etc., drawn up and disappearing in the meteor. ' ^ 

At Kullianpore I found my way into the enclosure of a Hindoo 
temple. Great was my surprise at the offer of hospitality by the priests' 
connected with it, they being in the act of partaking of a meal as I 
entered, the particular eflth called ** phillooree.” Of it accordingly I par¬ 
took ; but the incident seemed to indibate that then at least my hosts 
entertained no religious horror against the European. 

Arrivwd at Meerut the Overland Express brought news that Lonis 
Napoleon having the army on his side has carried ^all before bim, dis¬ 
solved tl^e ministry and wurli^of law; has thrown himself on the 
people, and intimated his/eadiness to be desi|nated by any title they^ 
may decide upon giving hint'’ The next act in the drama so an¬ 
nounced was soon to come. • 

Deobund was soOn reached. There took place, in 1827, the last 
suttee permitted under ^blic sanction. Since that^ date the practice 
has been officially suppresseSi, though it has been stated that isolated 
instances have clfnd^nely occidredL On the f^mer suttee ground* 
stood* in Its centre a temple; a series of small minareta of pecihiar 


> Cawnpore deriU.'^ 
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device indicate spots on which immolation of widows bad taken place. 
The priests readiljr admitted Is to the threshold of the*shrine, but, un¬ 
like their brethren already mentioned, oRered no* food. In the neigh- 
bonring grove, nupaerous baboons—represAutives of Humayon, the 
^ monkey god—chattered and made grimaces at us. 

At Saharunporc a visit was paid to th^^Botanic Gardens* The ex¬ 
cellence of their arrangement and management seemed to merit the 
eulogies bestowed upon them# a centre as they are ffOm which plants 
are distributed throughout India, and to various European countries. 
The process of acclimatiation was particularly interesting; so also was 
the Ckre with which plants df temperate climates were being tirranged 
and-packed for dispatch to hill sanatoria in the Himalayas, there to 
remain throughout the coming hot season. It was a soigewhat strange 
thing to see a daisy being thus nursed. 

At Jugadree the detachment, its stores and equipment, crossed the 
Jumna, there so divided by shoals and islands as in effect^to be four 
different riven. Across the first the men waded at an hour so early 
that dawn had not appeared; the Iccond and third were passed by 
means of bridges of boats such as are common on Indian rivers; over 
the fourth a bridge had been erected, so elegant in construcGon as 
to claim general admiration, llirough its arches rushed currents of 
sparkling water, in tht eddies and shallower parts of which were seen fish 
rising to flies; along the banks grew willow, acacia, and wild fig trees, 

* the adjoining fields rich with well-irrigated crops of wheat. In the far 
distance rose above the haze of rooming the snowy peaks of Himalayah. 

Arrived at Umballah, headquarters of the Sirhind Division, a short 
halt was. made, according to the custom of thrtme, for the double pur¬ 
pose of repairing equipage afid exchanging draught animals where 
necessary. According fflfo to the aistom of the time, some of our 
number were invited to partake of friendly* hospitality officers 
stationed there. • 

Conrinuing, northward from IfSt seen ruined remains of 

pillars raised by order of Jebangir* t4 mark the halting placet 
of Noor Jehazi, othtfwUe Noor* Mahal, on her journey from Delhi 
to Lahore Those remains seemed to occqr at intervals of sis to 
eight miles, repreaentug the length of each*daily journey of that 
CWrv Rum, • • ^ 

Loodianah had an interest io that, during a severe C3^1pne some years 
previous, portions of barracks ocApied by fhe 5pth Regiment were 
blown down, several men being killed in the catastrophe, besides many 
injured. In the first Punjab war the Sikhs made a rush upon the 

^ Jebangir, a.I>. 1605*1617. 
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Station, set fire to and destroyed various Iningalows and other buildings 
withip it Further depredations by tbenf were checked by their defeat 
at Aliwal ^ by Sir Harry Smith. 

Arrived at Kool, the position occupied by the r.nny of Tej Singh 
preparatory to the battle at Ferozeshah, we mounted elephants and so • 
rode to tke held of that disastrous victory of December ai. and 22^ 
1845. Our ride for hve miles was across open flat courtry, covered 
here and there by acacia bushes, occaiional patches of cultivation 
occurring as we proceeded, the crops consisting of wheat and grain 
(dolichos). The village of Ferozeshah, half concealed by groves, had 
yet some remains of entrenchments and bafteries, behind and on which 
the $ikh guns were placed. Along the ground for a considerableMis- 
tance in front tOf that position lay scattered and bleached by six years* 
exposure bones of gallant men, chiefly of the 62 nd Regiment, for here 
it was that $0 many of them wtre swept away on the first of those 
eventful days. Of our small party there was one who had^shared the 
risks and glory** of that battle, and now pointed out the several 
positions occupied by the opposing forces. 

Ferozepore, for many years the frontier station, ceased to be so 
when,* after the battle of Sobraon,^ British occupation of the Punjab 
took place. At one time a sandy {flain, it had 'become beautifi^l 
by ornamental trees and shrubs, and in other rAp^ts somewhat 
attractive in appearance. • ^ ^ 

Crossing in its near proximity the Sutlej—Hesudrus^of the time of; 
Alexander—we were within the territory of the Punjab—Panch^ab, or 
Five Rivers.** Five more marches and we encamped close to Lahore, 
capital city of that proMhcc; our camp pitched on ground where in 
former times had stood cantonments' of troops in pay of Runjeet 
Singh. In near vicinity stood houses of British officials, some tombs 
and mosses, one of the latter transformed into an English church. 

Arrived on the right bank of the Ravee (Hydraotis), our camp 
occupied ground close toTFe of Jehangir. and not far from that 

of his empress Noor Jehao, ** Light of the World," whose romantic 
history interested some of our number, if hot all Thence to 
Goojeranwallah, birthplace of Runjeet, “ lion of the Punjab,** and 
anciently the Buddhistic capital of the province. In recent times 
the camp ground has obtained unpleasant notoriety, it being so in¬ 
fected with ppisoDous snakes that a new site for that purpose has 
been selected * * 


^ Janosry a8, 1846. 

* Febni^ 10,1846. Paojtb aaoeied, by Proclaoation, March 29,1849. 
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'Ten months' travel hj s 4 a and land» I joined th( regiment into 
which, hoping thereby to ahvance my own prospects and position, 
it had cost me so much in means and personid trouble to exchange. 
Having done so, the occasion seemed opportune to take stock, as it 
were, of that position. At the date in question regimental appoint¬ 
ments in India bad their market value# according to tl^ir several 
kinds, and Abe period still unrun of service in that country. That 
of my own position was reckoned at £100 for each year so before 
us; thus my.exchange cost six and a half times that amount, in addi¬ 
tion to which the cost of passage, added to other unavoidable 
expenses, placed me on llie debit side to the extent of all 

of which, having had to be raised as best I could, was an incubus 
to be* got rid of with the least practicable delay. [Although antici¬ 
pating the order of this narrative, the f%ct may be stated in this 
place that, by the aid of my dearVife and her patient submission 
to curtailn:ent of luxuries and even necessities, pecuniar/ obligations 
were cleared off within eighteen months. As we shall see, (roables 
of other kinds arrived against wtticli it became most difficult to 
bear up.] 
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CHAPTER X 

1852-1853. WVZZBEMABAD 

tl 

Wumcralad cantonmenU^ City—Flying column—Public coo<Ii(ton>—T^e hot 
beason—Raiity ieabon—SickncM and death—Birth of a daughter—Australian 
gold fever—Struck by soldier—Anault and confeation—The ** Iron Duke 
Itetus of news—SnakC'bite—ProM^ing animaU—Routine life of a soldier— 
Attempt ut improvement—Book club—The «ck foldier—Illness of wife- 
incident of travel—Traite—Murree—Murder of Mackeson —lu outcome — 
fiasarees attack Murree—Wife's ail^ntuie—Charitable hospital. 

I MMEDIATELY after the decisive battle of Goojerat,^ by which 

the Sikh army was completely overthrown, a position for troops 

was selected on an extensive plain Aretching for^any miles alor^ 

and from the left bank of the Ohenab.^ That ^nlon of the plain 

chosen as a site for what were to be cantonments was at the time 

under indigo cultivation; on it tents were pitched^ and lines 

drawn out in accordance with regulations bearing on the subject. 

With the approach of hot weather the tents wero walled and covered 

in by mud, straw, andHuch other materials as under the circuro* 

stances were obtainable; then the teiits were struck, partitions of 

mud '*nin up,” and so houses or bungalows formed. By similar 

means ^^^orracks for* the soldiers and their establishments were 

^ • 
erected; the whole declared to be the station of Wu&eerabad 

Six miles Sway stood the city of that name; in its centre the palace 
occupied by General Avitabile, in the service of Runjeet Singh, and 
under h im Governor of Feshawur at the time o( the first wax against 
Afighanistan. Extending from foe main entrance to the dtf, what 
in former days must Itkve been an imposing avenue of trees re¬ 
presented by dilapidated willow trunks; at intervals sihaller towns and 
villages occar,«aU surrounded by richly cultivated fields. Across the 
river, said to attaip a keadfo of* fourteen miles during the rainy 
season, is seen the town of Goojerat; towards our left the position 


* Februaryso, 1849. 
t CbenatHAcesmes. 
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o^ Chilian wallah j in Ihe far distance the Pir*Punjal and other peaks 
pertaining to the Cashmere ran^e of the Htmalayahs. * 

Our force, equipped as a Flying Column/’ ifas so held g^epared 
and ready, if need^rose, for emeigeot servfte. Rumour had it that 
among the people the state of things incidental to recent annexation 
<||id not meet with universal acceptance ;*^that the system Thug** 
gee had extended to their country from Bengal, where for some 
years previous it had been ^relentlessly hunted down by Colonels 
Sleeman and.Graharm At the new station of Sealkote an English 
church was in course of being erected. In reference thereto the 
strange report circulated aiftong the natives that their chtldrfn were 
being kidnapped, to be there offered as sacrifices. Meanwhile two 
expeditions were in progress of formation: the one to Swat, under com* 
mand of Sir Colin Campbell; the other to Burmah, under that of 
General Godwin. • 

The hot reason was soon upon us. As it advanced we betame pain* 
fully aware how unsuitable, under the circumstances, were the ex^m* 
periled houses ” already mentiontd. By the aid of tatties and 
thermantadotes,’ it was possible to reduce temperature within doors 
to something like 11 F.; but such contrivances were thenfeelves 
expensive, and in •some instances beyond the means of individuals. 
The sense of oppression from the psevailiog heat was greater during 
the night^than in daytimethe stillness of the air, laden with impalp¬ 
able dust, aSeded not alone people, but quadrupeds and birds, while 
over everything a yellow haze lay thick and heavy* Then would come 
a thunder burst; forked lightning threatened, and in some instances 
struck our bouses; a downpour of rain would fisllow, and for a few days 
thereafter all would be comparStively agreeable. Later on burricanes 
of dust burst upon us, their violence sufficient to unroof some houses 
and barracks, to be followed by storms of raii> and ultimate^ by the 
season so called. ^Early in September the* hot season was at an end; 
the moist atmosphere became even more oppressive than it bad been 
while dry beat prevail^!, so that all of us Ipoked forward anxiously to 
the advent of cold wektber properly so called 

All belonging to the ngiment suffered considerably in health; deaths 
of sbldieis were numerous, the physi^ powers of all moch depressed, 
a large proportiOh thua unfit to take the field Zb case of emergency. It 
was felt, however, that hospital rfgimi Vas likely ikt^er to increaae 
their disability than benefit their cdhdition ; hence they were permitted 
to remain in barracks, though exempt«fh>m duty*-^ circumstance here 


Coapoted of roots of the sceated grm Amfrfftfm MttruaiKm, 



88 


Tkiriy-nine Years iff. the Army lieja 

noted as* indicating the insuflicieDcy (/ mere statistics to represent 
conditions of physical fitness of troops. * 

Amo^g the deaths *ms that of a young surgeoOf^ only a few months 
in India when attacked b) climatic iUoess, to wl^ich he succumbed. 
For some time before life passed amy» incapable of expression by, 
voice, his of terror ^old plainly his state of mind as he faced 
approaching death. The scene was most painful to witness* 

On September 5, ’5 s, a daughter wa^ bom to roe. The event took 
place in early morning. Shortly after mid-day information reached my 
beloved wife, through tittle-tattle of servants, that a guest,^ who occupied 
a tent iA our compound, was dead by heat apoplexy. Several 6 ( our 
men were struck down by the same disease, so that absence fron. my 
own^domesti^sphere was unavoidable under the trying circumstances 
of the day. 

Within a week from her'date of birth, an attempt was made by her 
ayah to poison the infant, the reason for the intended crime neither 
thei} nor subsequently ascertained. The prostrate mother from her 
bed saw the native woman put ** sbmething in the mouth of the babe, 
who was immediately thereafter seized with tetanic spasms ; nor was it 
withodt much difficulty that her young life was saved. 

The recent discovery of gold-fields ^n Australia led to a somewhat 
unpleasant state of unrest on the 4>art of a few soIGierw serving in India. 
Letters from friends and relatives in the cplonies iostigatet^ them to 
endeavour by means, whether foul or fair, to get sent* thither, where ^ 
fortunes could very quickly be made. The result was the outbreak, as 
if epidemic, of crimes of assault 00 officers %nd non-commissioned 
officers, the idea being £9 get tried befose a General Court-Martial and 
sentenced to transportation; after whicA, once in Australia, it would be 
an easy matter to And one's way to the gold-fields. This ** gold fever ** 
resulted jp a Resolution by the Commander-in-Chief to put a stop to 
the assaults in question; in 6ne instance^^and it sufhaed for the purpose 
in view—the death penalt^awarded was carried out^ 

On a morning in June, w|^ile examining a soldier who was about to* 
appear before a Garrison Court-Martial on the'charge of striking a 
sergeant, I received from^the prisoner a somewhat severe Uow 00 the 
forehead. Astonishedlat the occurrence, some little time was seeded 
to collect my thoughts titd decide upon the line of official action most 
suitable under thb circumstances. In the tnterral I learned that the 
Garrison Court-Martial hid been in&ntionally ordered to assemble for 

« ^ • 

* Jacob. 

* The your^’ mia nay be iodkated by bit initiali, J. C. G. 

* Itt a soldier of the 14th Hosmis at Meent 
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express pvip<M of defeatfcig the object the man was known to have 
in view, and this being the' case it was natural to assume th^t in 
assaulting me he had in view trial and sentence hj the more important 
tribunal Aware #s I was that a sentence of death might be the 
. possible award, and desiring to avert such a penalty, in making the 
pffictal report of the assault I suggested ^^at an inquiry should take 
place as to his mental condition at the time. Three months elapsed, 
and then the man appeared 4 >cfore that ordeal; he*was found **not 
guilty ’’ on the plea of insanity.” In due course he was sent to 
Cafcutta, to be taken there into the Lunatic Asylum. At the end of a 
year lie was discharged ^ cured ” from that establishment, and Vhile en 
rou/t to rejoin the loth he died of cholera. So ended that episode. 

Abdut the time I was struck a similar assault was cojpmitted upon 
the surgeon ^ of the 3rd Light Dragoons, occupying barracks also at 
Wuzseerabad. He took steps to hav6 an inquiry made into the mental 
condition wf his assailant. On that inquiry I sat as presideift, and this 
is the substance of the story told me by the mao. From the time when 
he lirst enlisted he had been hauntec^by visions of a murder committed 
by himaelf and his ** pal ” on Wandsworth Common in 1845 ; he made 
every endeavour to get killed while charging the Sikhs in battle; be had 
cqmmitted oflencef so that he might be taken to the guard room, and 
thence made ]>re(lbodfd attempts to eseape in the hope of being cut down 
by the sesitiy; but failing in all these he had struck the officer, in order 
^hat for so dding he might be tried, condemned, and shot These 
particulars were duly entered in the report submitted to the authorities; 
meanwhile, the regiment to which he belonged received its orders for 
home, and left the station, taking with it as priSbner this unhappy man. 
It was not till long thereafter &at the sequel of hb story was heard of. 

The death of the ** Iron Duke ” of Wellington, news of which was 
received early in November, was made the text of remark#and dis¬ 
cussion, the offichU acts and demeanour dt Hb Grace towards officers 
. and the army generally being looked at from different and at times 
directly opposite points of view^—the impression which seemed most 
generally to prevail bbing that al&ough no one denied him the credit 
of great services peifonn^ in the &rst fifteen*yean of the century, yet 
for hiaoy years thereafter he had been past his«work ”—a commentary 
which bean int^pretadon in more ways than* one* It cannot J>e said 
that many signs of moumingfor hb loss were apparent. ^ 

Early in 1853 En^h papers brought newt among other matters 
that Ldob Napoleon had recognised as Emperor by the Powers of 
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Europe, thougl) not with good grace, t|at a suspicion existed of* a 
possible attempt at invasion was under consideration, an order for the 
concentration of troops of the regular anny and militia at particular 
points being the outcome of that sus^cion. Another item in those 
papers reads strangely while these notes are bang transcribed, and . 
conditions alluded to have cfeveloped in significance \ namely, The. 
influence of the lower orders is fast on the increase, and akogether we 
seem to be on tfle eve of a crisis, the tiltimate issue of which it is 
impossible to predict.” Shortly thereafter came news of the Emperoris 
marriage to a Spanish lady,^ his personal popularity in the army not 
enhanced thereby. According to Indian journals, overtures had l>een 
mad^ to the British Resident at Moorshedabad by SirdarS of 
Aflghanistan with a view to approach Government on the subj^t of 
taking over that kingdom. ^ The truth or otherwise of the report did 
not transpire; but that the nimodV was current was itself a suggestive 
circumstance. * 

As the hot season advanced, snakes, poisonous and otherwise, became 
numerous in cantonments. A seplby while asleep was bitten by one of 
those reptiles. He soon became unponscious; blood oosed from two 
small punctures on the instep whpre he had been bitten, from his 
mouth, nostrils, and from under his Anger-naili.* He was treated ky 
means of large doses of ammonia and turpentine* apd ultimately 
recovered. • ^ • . 

Prowling beasts of prey made night hideous. On one*occasion rnuch^* 
alarm was occasioned by one of them becoming ‘‘rabid,” rushing 
violently at and biting animals and people. Considerable numbers of 
both were so injured the pariah dc^; some of those bitten were 
treated, some not, but no specific results followed the injuries. In the 
bazaars within cantonments prowling jackals and wolves were so many 
dangers 4o infants astfiep on charpoys at night; some instaiKes 
occurred in which they were carried away and devofired by the larger 
animals mentioned. ^ 

The conditions of a soldier’s life in Jodia at the time alluded to were 
calculated rather to weary than enliven him. The climate ill suited 
for out-oMoor exercise ;«inany of the men finable to read, and dis^ 
inclined to leant; thA two resources the bazaar and the caatebn; 
their tastes and pursuits aniro^l; mind a blank; the bddy a ready prey 
to disease. A^Iutely no go^ result was to be gained from official 
reports on these points, and suggestions for improvements. I addressed 


‘ Eugenie de MoatJjo, Centeei de Tebe. 
* Indlcatiog bite by Bongtm (Krite). 
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letters to the journals in the ^ope of enlisdDg attention in favour of 
station reading rooms, lecture rooms, etc., but with the result ^hat 
little notice was taken of my representations. * • 

In the 20th Regii^eot itself, through the acuon of two or three officers, 
some of the soldiers enrolled their names as members of a Mutual 


. improvement Society." Meetings were *beld; tea and other light 
refreshments Served in view to attracting men \ lectures and demonstra¬ 
tions given on such subject/ os Forts and Battles iflentioned in the 
Bible,^ Strata of the Earth's Surface, Uses of the Human Body; 
classqp for reading and writing also set on foot Not long thereafter, 
a General Officer,* by order of the Commander'in-Chiel^* arrived at 
Wusfeerabad “ to put a stop to so dangerous an association." Mi^tary 
opinion was not then ripened for the innovation. m 

After some delay, and with considerable difficulty, a Book Club for 
the soldiers was launched in the regibent; the officers were already 
well provided in that respect As with the one class, so witlf the other, 
works on service " subjects were mostly read, but intellectual occapa- 
tion was thus available whereby to pAs the weary and exhausting days 
of the hot season. [Recollecting these endeavours made by a small 
number of us in 1853 to advance the intellectual condition of the 
British soldier in In^ the few of us who still live attach suggestive 
significance to^he extract now given (fbm the most interesting work by 
I^rd Roberts, entitled Forty-oni Ytars in Indian Under the date 1887 
he wrote: My name appeared in the Jubilee Gazette as having been 
given the Grand Cross of the Indian Empire, but what I valued still 
more was the acceptance by the Government of India of my strong 
recommendation for the establi^ment of a Club or Institute in every 
British regiment and battery in India. Lord Dufferin's Government 
met my views in the mozt liberal spirit, and, with the sanction of 
Lord Cross, *The Regimental Institute’ ^became a rec^nUed 
establishment"] * 

. The second hot sea^n of our residence at Wuszeerabad proved even 
more severe than the first upon th,p health of our soldiers, large numbers 
of whom suffered from illness special to the climate and locality. 
Unfortunately for those to prostrated, the apathy and indifference of 
the native servants connected with the hospital* were such that many 
lives were thus sacrificed which under nmre lavourable circumstances 


* These lectures were grren respccti?^ by the (fhapUin (Rev, Cave Bcowoe), 
Enguieei^Oficcr (Captain Davidson), and myKtir. 

/ The Hoftoorable Tboaas Ashbamhazn. 

* Sir Charics Napier. 
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would ID all prpbability have been saved^ For example A soldier in 
barracks^ during the hottest hours of the daf, is discovered by his 
comrades to be seized wi^h heat apoplexy^ or to be suffering from the 
scarcely less alarming symptoms of ardent fever. Ho is by them placed 
in a dooly and so dispatched to hospital The bearers who carry him* 
are iadilJkrent to life and aaffering among themseWes, but if possible 
more so in respect to the white man» and so their pace is6y no means 
rapid They reach the ** surgery ”; but tHbre» if they find no one present, 
they put their dooly down, while they themselves sit in the verandah to 
smoke, perhaps to sleep. After an interval more or less lon^, the 
presence of the sick^it may be unconscious-soldier is discovered; the 
ci retain stance, offer another Interval, comes, or is brought to the know¬ 
ledge of the subordinate, who, just roused from his siesta, and con¬ 
siderably narcotised by,his hookah,” takes time to collect his 
energiesi and so be able to vis^t him. Even then the actual nature 
and severity of the attack is not always recognised and dealt with; 
so when the surgeon pays his evening visit, the patient is dead. 

Among those struck down \fy severe illness was my dear wife, 
vitality brought to so low an ebb that only by holding a hand mirror to 
her lips and observing the slight moisture left thereon could the fact be 
realized that she still breathed. In tins our time ortrial, sympathy And 
aid came unexpectedly, but not ftom sources whence they were looked 
for as an outcome of services rendered. When her removal became 
practicable, she proceeded by dooly ddk towards Muiree, then newly, 
established as a hill station and sanatorium. Our cavalcade—for I was 
of the party—crossed the Cbenab, partly by boat, partly by being 
carried through shallow water and mar^y tracts. Arrived at Goojerat, 
the field of battle, at a little distance from the dty, was found to be 
so overrun by vegetation as to be recognisable only by monuments to 
individual officers erected on spots where they bad fallen. The day 
wore on; a messenger arrived, briogmg, with ^salaam from the 
Collector Sahib,’’^ soup and other delicacies su^able for an invalid and 
infants. He had heard casually that^ a lady, severely ill, was in the 
d^k bungalow; hence this outcome of kind tfioughtfulness towards 
complete strangers to hin, as we jrere. ^ 

Jhclum, on the rive^so named,* was the next stage of our an»ous 
journey. Thence, next nigt^ to Pucka Serai Arrived at the dkk 
bungalow, it was found that the bui|^g intended for travellers consisted 
of one room; in it a single bedstead, on which lay an elderly field 

w 

i 

^ Mr. Sspte, long iioee pawed away to the majority. 
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officer, who, io transit to the hlU, had arrived shortly before us. Atten¬ 
dants were absent; supplies unobtainable; thm was no alternative but 
to carry my sick wife from her dooly and place h(r alongside she sick 
officer. How theschild and infant fared *all day is not recorded. 
Jlesumiog our weary way as the cool breezes of evening set in, early 
rpoming found us at Rawul Pindee, tbefwas still a favoured military 
station. Thsnce, in evening, towards the foot of the hilly range towards 
which our journey was directed. Night had closed in*before the actual 
ascent began.. As yet there existed no road properly so called Pro¬ 
gress was slow: rocks and boulders in the way caused many difficulties; 
but t&ese surmounted, the light of our torches showed thaf in our 
progress we had attained a region of precipices, rugged valleys, and 
raptdl)^ running streams. # 

As morning dawned we were set down at Trait, a place the loveli¬ 
ness of which-^-surrounded by pine-cc^cred hills; its rich green v^eta- 
tion, the purling rivulets that traversed the valley, the coolness of the 
breeze that wafted over us—all these, delightful in themselves, exerted 
upon my wife an effect to be described as magical. Then it was that 
from her dooly the pale, emaciated form emerged. Enthusiastically 
she clutched a twig of pine tree 1 had just cut \ its grateful resirf scent 
brought to recollection as$ociatiox& of bygone days. From that moment 
her recovery b^ith. * ♦ 

The further journey to Murree was continued, the cool air at the 
* elevation of siV to eight thousand feet, to which we had attained, 
enabling us to travel by day, instead of only by night as in the plains. 
A road was in course being made, but as yet that by which we con¬ 
tinued was little else than a rugged mountain^th, leading upwards 
through forest composed of sycamore, pine, chestnut, and other trees 
familiar in our English woods; the altered conditions of temperature, 
scen^y, and general surroundings were healtlwgiving in thejr effect. 
Before many hour) had passed we were Welcomed and hospitably re¬ 
ceived by our friends, Dr. and Mrs. Banon.^ 

A few days elapsed, through the station bazaar rumour circulated 
that on the nth ^^a ^reat earthquake would take place at Peshawur,’’ 
*^a native prophecy ** having so declared, pn the 13th information 
was* received that on the iitb**-4iamely, the date indicated—Major 
Mackeson, Chief Political Officer at Peshawuf, had been assasgioated 
by an Affghan from Jallahabadj the mWderer hadelivered his 
thrust raised his hand to repeat tbf blow, wlfen—so it was stated—a 


' On Septeaber x, 1S53. 

* Telegraphic comauakalioD did not then exUt. 
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native rushed between them and receive! it Subsequent infonnadoo 
led to the belief that the murder of ptnidcal officers at various other 
eeats ofjocal govermtient had been intended, the existence of a con¬ 
spiracy with that object will known among the oati^ population. 

Rejoining the loth without delay, like every other officer who observed 
the stgn^of the times, I c^ld not help seeing that as an immediate 
outcome of the Peshawur murder, the aspect of public not only 

on the North-Western frontier, but throughout India, rapidly became 
such as to cause anxiety to administrators, while it led officers and 
soldiers to speculate on the chances of active service. The prime 
mover hi the murder of Major Mackeson was believed to be Sadhut 
Khan, chief of the Lalpoora Sute. Immediately on the occurreiy^e of 
the'murder British troops were moved onwards from Rawul Pindee, 
ordera issued for othen to march from other stations to take their place. 
These proceedings occupfed several days, as all such movements had to 
be performed on foot In the meantime the troops arrivinrt at Pesha- 
wu^ were received with signs of disafTection by the Mahomedans 
of that city; while Rawul Pin^ee, left for the time being with a 
diminished garrison, was threatened with attack by a band of Haaara 
men tinder an impostor named Peshora Singh,’ who pretended to be 
a son of Runjeet Singh. That altaitk did not take place, but a move¬ 
ment somewhat threatening in character was made towards Munee, at 
the time occupied by invalid soldiers and their families, drives of officers 
^mine included), and the small number of officials tequir^ for thQ 
inconsiderable dimensions it had then attained. 

On the night of September a 8, some ho^rs after darkness bad 
closed in, messengers* sent round for»that purpose spread the alarm 
throughout that station that the Haikrees were rapidly advancing up 
the hiU towards it; orders at the same time issued by which all should 
forthwith repair to the residence of the Commissioner, leaviug their 
houses ^‘standing." A heavy thunderstorm prevailed at the time; 
lightning ffiuihes at intervals lit up the miry pathways along which the 
ladies and children had p^force to walk, in some instances a distance 
of a couple of miles. My own d&r wife, as-yet untecovered, and 
unequal to such an exertion, was carried, together with her two children, 
Aod so reached the general renddvous, where earlier arrivals had barri- 
caded^themselves as best they could by means of tables chairs, and other 
articles of fi^niture. Meantrhile the Commissioner* collected such 
officers, soldiers, and pohee as coAd be brought together in the emer- < 
gency. • Marching as best thej could in the darkness, they came in 

^ Pethora Slagh was diowned ia tbs ladss. 

* Mr. Tbontoa. 
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contact with the rebels at day^g^t, and after a smart dispersed 

them» the Commissioner being wounded in the rtruonire, ^ 

By the middle of October my wife» though far Aom restored ^0 healthy 
was sufficiently w|ll to return with her t 4 o children to the plains. 
Starting from Murree in the evening, her palanquin-bearers speedily 
showed themselves to be ill-disposed; while she, unprovided with a 
guard, as sqfu^ other iadies had been, was rendered helpless in what 
proved to be a roost painful position. Frequent halts, unnecessary 
delays, repeated demands for buxees (presents), and general disregard 
of Aer requests to keep the palanquins together, continued throughout 
the Ibng dreary hours of darkness, and well on in the following day. 
It was afternoon before she was deposited at the d^k bungalow of 
Rawtit Pindee; but the party conveying her infant w^ nowhere in 
sight, nor could tidings of it be obtained. Thus did several hours pass. 
Then it was that the arrival of an offioer ^ enabled my wife to comrouni* 
cate to him her state of anxiety and alarm. Without delay h^proceeded 
to the residence of General Breton, in command, with the result that 
a cavalry escort was dispatched in search of the mUaing ones. Another 
period of delay, fear, and anxiety, and the palanquin with the infant 
arrived. It appeared that her carriers had simply deposited hereon the 
rogfdside in the jangle, and dimmed. What might have happened 
is painful to contempTate. w 

For sqme *time past ^ charitable hospital for the benefit of the 

• native populatk>n in ind around cantonments had been maintained by 
subscriptions and other contributions from officets of our regiments, the 
profeuional duties qpnnected therewith being performed by myself. 
Gratitude on the part of those who bene fitted by that institution was 
never ex|wessed verbally, and in many instances not at all; indeed, 
claims were in some made for pecuniary reward, on the plea that 
individuals had submitted themselves to be of^ted upon, jn a few 
instances, hcweveis actiYC gratitude was expressed, even in a somewhat 
demonstrative manner. The use of ebbroforro was then in its very 

* early stages. In the instance of a child, c^t aosstbetic was adminis^ 
tered whSe it lay placidly in ifs mother’s arms. When under tbe 
influence of the drug, the litUe patient was^ently lifted, placed upon 
a table, opented upon,* then replaced in the potttbn from which it had 
been taken, stUk apparently asleep, and plafid. The surprise of the 
mother wu very great; the wbob thing declared to be jadoo — 
that is, witchcraft I 


* apUiB, aftcnrttils Csaml Sir Willism Payne, KCB. 
s liiXotony. 
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CHAPTER XI 

1854-1S56. MB£AN M£EH 

Meenn Meer^Dcath of Brigadier—Unploaant recollectloru—First tcl^Aphic 
^spatch—^ «oa—Si cnU—Canal—Uniform—S ball mar Gardens—Lahoi^—S<- 
baslupul—Doat Maltomcd—Troops io Crimea—Aapoet of affairi —Santliol out* 
break—Another survey-Journey to Simla—Severe illness weary journey— 
Death of infanl—Sick leave—Oude annexed—A sad case—Sail for England— 
Our vuyhge—Arrive in England—Aberdeen. ** 

• 

A fter a succession of coders and counterK)rdei3, the 10th 
marched away ^ from Wur.zeerahad; on the eighth day there¬ 
after auered the recently erected and spacious barracks of Meean Mecr. 
On the extensive plain where theV ^nd, the Khalsa army assembled 
in 1845, pnor to the 'invasion oUndia " by them,*and«prior to that date 
quarters there existed for the troops of Runjeet Singh. * On^the same 
plain in 1846, the victorious army under hotd Gough encamped, and< 
$0 commanded Lahore^ situated some six miles distant The name 
of the locality is that of a saint, a native of B^kur in Sciode, who 
flourished in the timr of Jehangir,* ond whose tomb still remains 
in tolerable repair. ^ 

Among those who died in the early part of 1854 was the Brigadier 
comma^ing,^ an old offeer whose service in India had extended over 
about fifty years. He represented a class, then somewhat numerous, 
of men who had proceeded to that country while as yet in their teens, 
and thenceforward spent th( whole or greater part of their lives in it' 
The funeral was performed with full Inilitary honours; but what struck 
us as incongruous and put of place was the suddenness with which, 
after it had been completed, the strains of ** The Dead March ” were 
succeeded by those of^what were described as '‘sollickingairs. 
Surely, under such circumstahees, it would be more appropriate were 
the troops marched backin silenc^ their barracks. 

i 

* On Nov an ber 151*1853; arrived on a3rd. 

* A.D. 1605-1617. 

^ Sir Jimet Tennant, K.C.B. 
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Unhappily a painful state of ‘^enabn’' had for some^time previous 
existed in relations between the officer in command and those imnie- 
diately under him; confidence was seriously impaled among al^gradcs ; 
actions and system of the superior looked upon as capricious, 
.infiueoced by personal feelings, and, in some instances, tyrannical. 
Jhe outcome of all this was, in respect td ithose affected, a Audition 
very difficult) to be borne, an existence approaching the miserable in 
place of one of friendly communication after the manner of regiments 
in general ^mong the ranks there was reason to believe that ^tempts 
had1>ecn made, and othen contemplated, against the objectional life. 
The lolloving incident was suggestive under the circumstances* of the 
time.* A soldier came to hospital; a man of good character, 
servied^ and known never to shirk duty. To the usual question, 
‘‘ What is the mailer with you ? ** he answere 4 » •‘Nothing, sir.” Then, 
** What brings you here? ” ** BecaiAc 1 am harassed and worried to 

death, an<^have come to ask if you can give me a day or tfto's rest.” 
Ills request was acceded to, and so, in all probability, a serious orime 
averted. ^ 

Id the middle of March a Lahore newspaper published what was the 
first telegraphic^ intelligence ever^received in this part of *India. 
Acaording to that Intelligence, the Russian Ambassador to England 
had taken his departure from London; France and England were dis¬ 
patching droops in view to joint action in support of Turkey, those from 
*oqi own country comprising twenty-two battalions, and so leaving only 
eleven, exclusive of Household troops, in home garrisons. A month 
later came the further news that all the forces in the United Kingdom 
were under orders of readinessservice; that^ powerful fleet had 
been mobilised; the army materially augmented, several regiments 
recalled from the West Indies, and the fleet dispatched to the Baltic 
On 30th of March a son * was bom to me by tay beloved wifet as I 
wrote at the tiiDe-*4nather hostage to Fortune, and very material 
inducement for exertion on my part to earn, if possible, means whereby 

• to maintain and educate my childijn in such«a manner as is incumbent 
upon me. The state or her health required that with the least practic¬ 
able delay she should proceed to thj hills. • A house was engaged 

at Simla for the season, and there she passed thb greater part of the 
hot months. • 

My health having given way, I proceeded to that sanatisnum some- 

* what later in the hot season. Forty miles from* the plains, and 7,600 
'^feet abdve sea level, the climate of Simla is agreeably cool, but rain 

‘ CtlUd by the natives Bijlee ke dik,” or ** Lightning 
* Baptued on April 14, 1S54 


H 



98 Thirty-nine Years the Army C»654 

' * ll 

80 heavy that during the three months of summer the iall amounts to 
looi inches. In the faces of declivities from rocks and mountain spurs 
grew deodars and rhododendrons, intemmgled with wild apple, cherry, 
ho Ay, walnut, etc.; orchids, ferns, ivy, and woodbine. Small but 
rapid streams pursue their tortuous course over their rocky beds in. 
each nairow valley, and aC i distance of some two or three miles are 
two cascades of some 70 and lao feet in height Away m the distance 
the niagni6cence of the snowy range, coflsisting of what seems like an 
interminable succession of white glistening peaks, fixes, the mind in 
wonder and admiration; while in a dear day it is possible to see the 
plains, together with the windings of the river Sutlej. 

The 'inaugurationotherwise commencement—of what was^o be 
the great csrul uniting the Ganges and the Jumna was duly celebrated. 
The subject of that caual was discussed in the public papers from 
different points of view; the cHannel, while intended to irrigate many 
tracts thft stand in need of being so fertilised, would be ustfi in places 
whole such aid to agriculture was not required, and in certain localities 

malaria ** would appear where i^ne now exists. It may be curious to 
compare those predictions with the results of experience. 

Somewhat later in the year a Cl^ap Postage Act came into operation 
in India, according to the system adopted in England since 1^41. 
Another matter noted at the time had reference Alel| to the army; . 
namely, that an entire change took place is the uniform of soldiers and 
officers, one item relating to which was that thenctforward the infantry*' 
were directed to leave the upper Up unshaven,-~in other words, to grow 
raoustachios.^ • 

In thcimiddle ol^October my wil^ and children arrived from the 
hills. With health restored she was able to enjoy rides and other 
excursions around our station, the crisp morning air of the Punjab 
restotibg to her cheeks, as to those of others that had become pallid, 
the rosy tinge natural to^hem. The frequency frith which fieldnlays 
and other great military displays took place-^for our force numbered 
13,000 fighting men—gave her, ^th other ladies, opportnoities of* 
being present on such occasions, and entertainments of sorts fumished 
11s with an object or excuse jo visit whit were then the well-kept 
and ornamental gaiQ^ns of Shalimar, the original plannii^ of which 
is credited to Saltan qp '^Admiral of the Fleet ” to Shah Jdian. 

Occasionl visits had to be ]^ade to Lahore, the history of which 
ci^ presenting many points of interest, a few particulars relating* * 
thereto may be interpolated tn this place. Surrounded by k line of#,; 


' By orders dated Horse Gsards, October 7, 1854. 
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ramparts now dismantled and rapidly going to decay, w^cient remains 
to indicate the great strength of the origiDal fortifications. At regular 
intervals there are gateways^ at each of ^ich* a strong gaard was 
formerly posted fois defence. Through one such gate we entered/and 
. were immediately in a labyrinth of narrow and crowded streets. The 
Jtouses, built partly of brick, partly of s^riflstone, are three \nd four 
stories in hwight, their fronts more or leu elaborately ornamented by 
carvings of different kinds, btft all such devices presenting evidence of 
decay. Whgt formerly was the palace of Dyhan Singh is now a pay 
office for British troops. The Shish Mahal, or Glau Palace, is much 
defaced; the precious stones of its mosaic work taken away, the spaces 
at Che time occupied by them giving to the whole an asp>e^ of 
dilapiAtion even beyond what has actually taken place.* What was 
the audience hall, however, remains in good repair, the walls and 
roof on)aroeQted by mirrors of varioul sires, some set in silver frames, 
others in^iose of gold, the whole interspersed with puntinp done in 
the most gorgeous colours. But how changed the style of occupants 
now from that which in days gone b;^ harmonized with such surround* 
ings! As we entered, there sat upon the marble'floor a motley crowd 
of Sikhs, men and women, old an<^ young, their costumes betoVeoing 
thas they were or*the labouring classes; the mission that brought 
them hither tp reteive, at the hands bf representatives of the great 
Company Bahadur, pensions for sons, husbands, or fathers who fell 
* in«battle againit that wonderful and mysterious abstraction known to 
‘*the masses” of India only by that designation. In close vicinity 
to the Shish Mahal was a laige mosque, very similar in style and appear* 
ance to the Jumna Muajid a];*Delhi; it was now occupied as a 
magazine Thence we proceeded to the gateway where a few years 
ago Rajah Nao Nehal Singh lost his life,—whether by accident or 
design is still by some few persons considered MoubtfuL AdJbiniQg 
that gate stands the tomb of Runjeet Singh, on entering which we 
found two priests ready to give whatever aid the Feringhee might 
stand in need of Under a covprlet of gieen doth the Grunth, or 
Holy Book of the SikBs, was carefully preserved; but the doth was 
raised for us, so that we fiiight look ypoo the taaed volume. In a 
shrine under an unfinished dome within the tei}|fle or tomb, the ashes 
of Runjeet were preserved, the shrine itse^ concealed under a green 
cloth; the walls of the mausol^m ^?ered with paindngi and other 
represenution| of Sikh mythology. In another building, though of 
rless artistic appearance than that roentioDed, were pr es erved the^ashes 
^of Nao Nehal Singh and of Soochet Singh; between die two shrines 
containing them lay covered as before the Grunth. 
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In the last t^eck of October came news that the Russian camp before 
Sebastopc^ had been forcedi but with a loss to the allied forces of 
2,500 ii^killed and wbunt^. Many of us, besides the interest natural 
to the important events then taking place in the Csimea, had personal 
acquaintances among the actors in the drama of war there in progresSi • 
and we^ moreover consdidus of an existing possibility that we also 
might be transferred to that sphere of action—a possibility looked 
at from various points of view, accordiifg to circumstances, pecuniary 
and matrimonial, of individual oRicers. 

The Indian papers of the day gave currency to a report that our 
quondJm ally and prisoner Dost Mahomed had been making 
endeavours, by means of vakeels, to sound the Indian Goverrtment 
in regard to an alliance, oiTensive and defensive; intimating'at the 
same time the possibility of his coming to terms with Russia, should 
his proposal be rejected But According to the views expressed at the 
time, littik danger was apprehended in the North-West,—th&'t is, from 
Russia,—on account of the natural mountain barrier that serves os a 
defence in that direction. ^ 


Early in 2855 news reached us tliat Inkerman had been won^ by 
GUI trbops, though at 1 cost to t^ose engaged of 2,600 in killed and 
wounded out of 6,000, the 57th being among the heaviest suffesers. 
Several regiments* had already been sent direct fron^ India to the . 
Crimea; the loth expecting to follow to the same destiiiati<in, officers 
and soldiers coiDix)smg it held themselves prepared for such«ian' 
emergency, which however did not occur. Among ourselves the 
chances of service nearer at hand were freely discussed, as were 
possible risks that^might attend Xhf further withdrawal of troops 
from India. That a state of unrest existed was declared from day 
to day in the columns of the local papen, and was evident to ^ who 
chosoKo pay attention to palpable indications. Few, if any, of us 
at the time gave a thought to the conditions tb which that unrest 
was due, nOr to the outbreak in which it was so soon to culminate. 

All ranks and grades pertairung p regiments were interested in the > 
varying phases of public afiairs, their persotuQ comfort, convenience, 
and possible prospects Joeing l^ely to 1 ^ afected thereby. For some 
time past Persia had treated British representatives with grov^ng 
marks of disrespect, and npw the dreumstanoe led to the withdrawal 
from Tehoian of the Commissioner of Her Majesty at that capital. 
There were, moreover, suspicions of an intended movement on Herat, 
in adkordaoce, as believed, with Russian instigatioD; consequently, v 


> November 5, 1854. « 

* Nvaely, 22nd, 96th, end 98ch Regiments, totb Hqshus, and 12th laneen. \ 
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the earl^ dispatch of an expedition was looked upon .as a probable 
contingencf,—the objecti according to one set of views, to *‘auist" 
the Shah; according to another, to coer^ hiln. Speculatfon was 
indulged in as to^ the regiments most likely to be so employed, 
.**ours'’ being considered one of the most likely to be so. Our 
jirrangements were made accordingly; but* ^year had to elap& before 
war was actuUly declared. 

In the month of July (’SJs) came the unexpected news that the 
Santhals had broken out in rebellion. We asked each other, Who 
are the Santhals ? They were a halfniavage tribe inhabiting the 
Kajniahal Hills; nor was it possible at the time to ascertain the 
ostetisible cause of their outbreak. The troops sent against them 
consisAd of a local corps, ^ composed of their own tribesmen, the 
natural result being that they fraternised with the rebels. The'next 
forced dispatched to quell the outbrlak was a body of sepoys of the 
7th N.I.i'^and they, it was reported, fired over the heads of tne rebels, 
their officers using their fists upon the men who did so.^ Meanlrhite 
the rebellion spread; depredations* and murders were committed 
wholesale. Martial law was proclaimed in the disturbed districts; 
troops were employed during sev^q months against men armed to a 
great extent with bows and arrows; at last the guerilla warfare was 
brought to a^ cldSe. The inaction oT the sepoys on the occasion 
alluded brame significant some time thereafter when the great 
* mutiny occurred. 

The death of the Csar and accession to the Russian throne of 
Alexander were the most important items of intelligence brought by 
the mail arriving early in April ^*another, his expressed determination 
to continue the war with vigour. Other items of intelligence noted 
at the time as having more or less important bearings upon affairs in 
Ind^ included the withdrawal of Lord Aberdfei from the MTnistry 
and the appointment of Lord Palmerston as his successor; the death 
,of Joseph Hume, who, it was remembered, had begun his career in the 
Burmese war of i8a4-a6; and bistly, the cross-fire between Admiral 
Sir Charles Napier, oh his return from Cronstadt, and Sir James 
Graham, the First Lord*of the Adqiiralty. • Then came details of 
\hi attacks on the Mamelon and MalakofT^ Towers, and of the 
losses incurred by our troops, more especially the S7th. Fdllow- 
ing therem, ioteUigence arrived of^^e outbreak of cholera among 

the allies in the Crimea, and of the death thereby of Lord Raglam 

# 

1 Bhaua^lpore HUl Raagera 

’ Together with 8th sad 40th N.I., natloied at Dioapore in 1857. 

* MAi G4utU, 
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In the early days of September, the serious illness of my wife at 
Simla rendered it necessary that I should proceed thither without 
delay, the jouibey fil went well, till on arriving at the river 
Beaa—the Hyphasis of the ancients—4he palkea in which I was 
being conveyed across, by means of a boat, was by some mischance. 
permitteb to fall into the atfeam, after which accident, time so ^iessed. 
that without interruption I continued my journey. Antved at the 
foot of the hills, I mounted a home, and, lantern in handj^for night 
had now closed in,—I proceeded along the rough footpath which 
then was the only representative of a road. Soon the darkness*was 
absoluti; the roughness of the pathway had increased; the 'thick 
jungle was close to me on either side. Then it was that my steed 
stumbled and fell; myself and lantern* were on the ground; my 
light extinguished. In fhi% condition of things I perforce remained 
a considerable time, until a pMy of pedestrians, having at their 
head a forch^bearer, came upon me. I was glad to r^m with 
theim to the nearest staging bungalow, and there remain till morning. 
Next day I resumed my journey.^ I reached my destination tired and 
feeling much indisposed. 

Five days thereafter I was scia^^with what proved to be a most 
serious illness. One day of intense headache, another of shivering, 
then prostration, then deliriunf, after which a \ilank of more than a 
couple of weeks. Such were the results.of this untoward journey. 
During those days and nights of delirium, a succession ot very horrible ' 
dreams, hallucinations or mental wanderings haunted me, one of the 
most painful being that everything in my room—bed, tables, chairs, etc. 
—was alive, and tbaT I myself was {^puble; at the same time I was 
haunted with an intensely strong desire to die. In the third week of 
my illness my state was so far improved that I was able to sit up 
in beflr but only for ^ few minutes in the day. During this trying 
and anxious time to my dear wife, she had to te&d me, not only b)r 
day, but also at night; her servant, the wife of a soldiv, assisting 
her. It was in these circumstance^ that she gave birth to a son on . 
October 7. 

Weak in body, and#ill as,I was, my^wzfe far from recovered, 
with the additional Cl^^e of a baby to that of a sick husband, We 
left €imU on Octob^ s6^ in due time arrived at Umballah, and 
on November 4 joined my raiment there, it being en rcuU to 
Difiapore. The following day I underwent the ordeal of having the ' 
uvula^cut off, that organ having become so elongated during the 
severity of my illness as by constantly tnititiog the throat to add to the 
severe cough and lung complication which formed part of my illness. 1 
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Much of our march was bjr road'already traversed. Oyr usual hour of 
starting ranged from three to four in the morning; we liad to rise at 
least an hour before that titnei and I well remember how such 
occasions my dear f ife» herself very ill^Atted (y reason of the mak state 
of her healtl^ prepi^ for me a cup of egg-flip^ and so enabled me to 
bear from my camp bed to the dnbly in which I taavelled. 

Sut as ^ Inarched from day to day» health so far recovered that I 
became able to walk some little distance at a time by means of a stick. 
My left lower limb was much the weaker of the two, but at first I 
failed to per^ive that it was to some degree paralysed. 

OA Christmas Day our young inlant was observed to be senewhat 
ill AVitb great rapidity his symptoms increased in severity, and on the 
last day of the year death came as a relief to his sufierings.^ As bo6q as 
.practicable after the severity of his illness declared itself, we hurried 
on from camp to the dkk bungalow*at Darode, and there the dear 
innoceonabe passed away to his rest. The thought of leaving the 
remains of our loved one in the jungle was horrible; we accor^gly 
procured such a coffin as could be royghly put together by the bazaar 
carpenter, and with our melancholy burthen pushed on to Benares, where 
we arrived at i a.m. on New Year's Day. It was not, however, until 
sunset of the same day that ahangements for the interment were 
completed, and She femains revereniiy committed to earth tu the 
Military (Cemetery. 

• J'our months elapsed, illness still prostrated me. Recovery was little 
likely to occur while I remained in India; consequently there was no 
alternative but to proqyed on sick leave to England. On arriving at 
Calcutta, much difficulty was experienced on obtaining temporary 
accommodation, the hotels and other establishments being full After 
some delay quarters in Fort William were assigned to me; furniture 
and equipment obtained on hire, and so 1 waited until official ^utine 
had been gone throigh, and authority granted for my departure. 

For some time past the contemplated annexation of Oude was known 
' throughout the military stations of India. The carrying out of that 
intention was naturally looked forward to as likely to result in a force 
being assembled, and perhaps engaged on active service. My own 
incapacity to take pan in any such sex we was a severe disappointment 
When, added to my physical condition, the facf that pecuniary fSairs 
had not yet emerged from a state of difficulty, and that prospects were 
far from bright as to health being evCT restored^sufficiently to enable me 
^ to meet responsibilities attached to me as bread-winner,” the general 
^ >iirvey of the position in which I stood was decidedly depressing. In 
, one respect it was a relief to me to learn that all chances of service had 
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been averted; th&t Oude had been armexed without the necessity for 
sacrificing life—-at that time at least 

In th^suite of rooms a^oining ours in Fort William ao officer was 
suddenly seized with cholera, the attack rapidly ^ progressing to his 
death. After that event his young wife, who had been constant in her. 
attentions to him, obsen%d" his fingers move spasmodically, an^often 
happens in such cases; thereupon she rushed to the medical ^ccr in 
attendance, exclaiming frantically, ^ Hn lives, he lives; why say you 
that he is dead ? " Nor was it easy to convince her that her hopes were 
vain,that he had gone to his rest. The scene was altogether a'very 
painful ^ne to witness, though one by no means uncommon in India. 

Suflering as I was from physical weakness, and conscious tf the 
possibilities ihat might happen to those dependent upon me, <n the 
probable contingency which now presented itself vividly to my mind,, 
the fact that for some da^ I became prostrated under the infltuences 
then prevailing was no surprise to myself. On the 5th of Xlarch the 
Marl/*oroughi in which we had embarked the previous afternoon, 
started in tow of a steamer ; but^what between breakdowris and other 
mishaps, it was not until the i7th^SL Patrick’s Day—that our home¬ 
ward ^yage really began. 

The voyage was by no means propitious, for, as •noted at the tync 
various causes of discomfort and inconvenience Were at work. Scarcely 
had we got to sea before the woman engaged to atteoO ou|; children 
became ill, and so gave up her work; mumps dhd whoopipg* < 
cough aflTected nearly every child on board; my eldest had a tedious 
attack of fever; my wife became ill, partly from ^uous attendance on 
the children, partly from the unwholesomd' conditions on board. 
Gradually there had become perceptible a stench, which in its intensity 
affected seriously the health of the people on board, and rendered dis* 
colouaed the whiteJead paint throughout the vessel, the plated dishes, 
and articles in personal wear. Pumps were set to work and kept ^n* 
tinually in*use; myriads of maggots were thus taken up with the bilge- 
water, proving the existence in the depths of the vessel of animal 
matter in a state of decomposition. A formal representation by the 
officer^ commandix^ the^invalids on board and myself to the captain 
was made on the subject, with a request that he would put in at Delagc<\ 
Bay. • That representation was ignored; and so the ranaining portion of 
the voyage ^d fb be got over, the conditions just mentioned having, 
as expressed, to wear ^emselves out’* 

On^he lit of July we passed the Az^es at so short a distanoe from ^ 


* Colonel BUchford, asth Regiment 
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them that wc were able to enjoy the view of those b<^utiful islands. 
Nearing Plymouth^ our ship was boarded by a venerable pilotj who, 
though seventy years of age, was actively employed in his red^nsi\>le 
and arduous vocatioi^ On the 14th of that mt)nth we reached Graves* 
end, and there disembarked] my wife inhrm in health, two of our 
childre^unrecovered from their attacks of 4 Uness while on •board, 
niyself wibk limb disabled, my physical condition to a great extent 
wrcckedi In due course the eordeal of a Medical Board was gone 
through; the members of that body were able to appraise the 
signihtance ol* that condition, but in accordance with the system ” 
of thc*day were unable to recommend leave of absence for any 
longer«pcriod than three months—a period obviously insuflidcnt for 
restoration to health and activity. • 

^ A few weeks were spent in travelling in search of health. The fact 
being evident that further leave mu$t«be applied for in due time, 
the clim^ of Aberdeen was selected as one suited to twy then 
condition; in that city, accordingly, we remained for several succe^ive 
months, with result as anticipated, thgt the bracing winter air proved 
to be health^restoring and invigorating, though the period during 
which I was permitted to enjoy it was insufficient for its full 
bene$t being obtained. In various* nys civility was shown to us by 
residents. On the vintef session at Marischal College being opened, 
a kind inytatiSn was sent to me by Dr. Piric to attend his lectures, 
d^ittle thought P at xhi time how soon some of the valuable teaching 
communicated in those lectures was to be practically applied 
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CHAPTER, XII 

1857 . ABBKDSEN. DIMAPOKE. OVTDRBAK OF SEPOY 

uariifY 

t * 

An unpropitious New Vcar-*Depart for lodia—A <]tioUtion^DUtiUm( ^ater— 

• Fini news of Sepoy motiny MadmCondlltoiw » The 

So$rma*^ Terrible tale* ~ Berittiapore — Rajokalul — Bhaugulpcre 
Monchyr-^Delhi cmd A^eut off-oRejoio tbe lOtK. 

T llC year 1857 began with me inauspidously. Unreco^md from 
illness, it waa necessary that I should proceed to the metropolis, 
there to appear before a Medi^ Board. A short extension of leave 
being granted by that tribunal, the fact was communicated in a 
manner peiscoally offensive, with the intimation superadded that if at 
the expiration of the period I wu still unfit to 40m my regiment, I 
must make way for a more cAcient officer. * • 

The aspect of affairs, so far as I was concerned, was glQomy. On 
the one hand I had the prospect of halfpay for an indSfinite time, on if 
rate^ quite insufficient to meet the ordinary needs of myself and family; 
on the other, to return to India in the statt of physical illness in 
which I then was. •Taking an 'estimate of my worldly means, the circum¬ 
stance came out that insurance, and small amount of investments 
as they then stood, comparing the result with income on half-pay, the 
re^dpts of my wife^ a widow would exceed by a trifling amount 
that to which 1 should be entitled in the alternative first named. 
Thereupffn decision was quickly made; a solicitor prepared my ‘*last 
will and testamentI placed the document in tbe writing portfolio 
of my wife; took leave of her as she lay weak and ill in bedstarted 
away to rejoin my regimen^ the children olappmg their little hands as 
I did 80, and shouti«A ** Papa's gone away for toys.’’ 

^mbsrking^ at Gn^resend, the earlier part of our voyage was without 
special inc^dena The excellent selection of books sent on board for 
the use of the troops—Tor a considerable number were being conveyed' 
to India—enabled those who so desired to get through a good deal 

^ Of 8r. per day. * A sqn horn on March 14, 1857. 
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reading. A passage in one of those works seemed so a^ptopriate at 
the time to personal condidont that it was dujy noted \ namely, ^*The 
evil we suffer is often a counter-check which restrains us from^eater 
evil, or a spur to stin^ilate us to good. We s&uld therefore consider 
everything, not according to present sensation of pain, or the present 
l^s it occasions, but according to nt/more general, itmote, 

and permattat effects and bearings—whether our higher faculties arc 
not brought more into play, an<>our mental powers more invigorated by 
the meditatioa and experiments necessary to secure ourselves." ^ 

A considerable part of the voyage passed without special incident 
Some ^heavy" weather was experience^ but in that respect nothing 
unusual or of a kind likely to do harm to ship or stores. Great, therefore, 
was the tonstemation with which we learnt that water casks tanVs 
4 iad so suffered that the sea water bad got into and rendered their 
content^ unusable. At the time we* were in the latitude of the 
Mauritius,\od about twelve hundred miles east of that island.* What 
was to be done? The chief officer and myself devised a distiUing 
apparatus, constructed with kettles, li^ilers, gun-barrels, and leaden 
pipes of S0rts, Our success was considerable; some twenty gallons of 
^ fresh " water were thus obtained throughout the day, and so on during 
twenty-two that had So pass before land was reached, though from some 
. of our lady passengers comments were not wanting as to the " nasty ” 
taste of th^product Meanwhile fuel ran short; bulkheads and spars 
had to be utiliseQ; our ship reduced to skeleton state. In that con¬ 
dition we arrived off Madias and anchored. 


The news we there reived was ai the moment astounding, as it was 
unexpected. The greater part of^the Bengal army in open mutiny; 
sepoys murdering their officers, ti^ther with their wives and children ; 
widespread disaffection among the native troops of both the other 
Presidencies. As written at the time, and when«the intelligeoce^aas 
fresh: ** It appean that the ostensible cause of the outbreak was the 
issue of cartridges greased with animal fat But for a long time past 
a deep-rooted determination has existed among the natives to throw off 
a foreign yoke, and to raise for themselves a king of the Delhi line 
of succession. large numbers of mutineers^ are said to have fled 
the imperial city; many officers ^d their Emilies have been 
massacred." * 


At Madras the state of things indicated that something v^ serious 
'and unusual was in {uogress. Euroi&an residAts enrolled as volun* 
; Sort St George in process of being manned and proviiioned; 


* Eni^mdhcft Kirby sad Spence. 
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ammumtioa got ready for immediate use; at each post where stood a 
native sentry there was a)so placed a British soldier, or pensioner, the 
latter embodied’'i and armed for the occasion. The regiment^ in 
tht; fort was held ready for emergeodesj so rere the artillery at 
St Thomas' Mount The Mahomedan inhabitants of Triplicane, a 
suburb of Madras, were detlared to be in open revolt 

At the mouth of the Hooghly the arrival of the pudTon board 
was eagerly looked for, his recital of news listened to with painful 
interest, In that recital particulars were given of murder and atrocities* 
committed by mutineers on women and children, the names of the 
victims at the same time given. Disembarking at Calcutta early in 
August, unusual military turmoil was in progress. At short intervals 
throughout the city parties of extemporised volunteera were posted; 
Fort William was in coi^rse of reinforcement; the streets were patrolU^ 
by armed parties of Europeans, while everywhere an air cf unrest 
seemed to prevail. At Government House sentries of the Body 
Guard were on duty,* their arms the ramrods of their carbines. An 
impression existed that as ttie date was that of the Mahomedan 
festival, the Buckra-eed,^ the occasion was likely to be celebrated by 
an attack on the capital—a belief which derived support from the fact 
that a spy from the King of Oude, then at Gardai Reach, hadbeen 
captured while conveying a traitorous letter, his trial and execution. 
following thereupon without much delay. . Oth^ pre^ratians in pro*^ 
gress indicated the conditions of the time; accommodation, stores ot 
food and clothing, as well as other requirements, were being got ready 
in anticipation of women and children, survivom from deeds of blood 
at up country stations, who were '^ooaro to be on tbeir way hither. 
Comments were very freely made on the energy displayed by com* 
manders in some instances, in contrast with pusillanimity in others. 

passage order obtained, I embarked as deck passenger—for there 
was no spare cabin^od board the river flat Seofm, proceeding with 
a body oKikh ttoopt and their officers, Sir James Outram and suff 
being in the steamer to which the ^rvui was connected. On the day 
of our departure we met in the Hooghly a steamer and its flat, both 
crowded with ladies and childr^ who lutd Succeeded in effecting tbeir 
escape, but whose ^i^bands, lathers, or other reladoas had for the 
most part (alleD victims at jheir respective stations. 

Very cepble were the tales soo^ of the ^'refugees,as they were called, 
told of atrocities committed within their own knowledge, or of which* 


^ The 43rd Light Infantry. * Hesea xiii. 16. 

* Buckra*eed In commemoration of the sacrifice by Abraham, accord 
Korao, of Ithmiel, child of his boadtwoman. 
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they had received what in their estimate was authentic, information. 
A few examples must suffice:—Two young la^es ^ stripped naked, tied 
to hackeries, and so driven through the Streep then dishonored by 
sweepers and barbarcusly murdered. A lady tied up in her own houte, 
:\nd so forced to witness the murder of her husband. An ofTicer, to 
8|ve hi^<^fc and child from dishonour and ^use, shot them* both, 
before bein^imself cut down. The massacre at Cawnpore perpetrated 
by bazaar butchers employed fot the purpose. A young lady with her 
own hand killing five of her assailants, then throwing herself upon her 
sword rather than fall into the hands of their fellows. A lady, with her 
husbarTd and child, while endeavouring to escape on horsebacif; her 
husband dying in the jungle as a result of exposure; she forced ^to 
abandotf his corpse, and with her child continue their flight And 

At Bgrliampore, the nth Inegular*Cavalry and 63rd N.L had 
recently been disarmed; their horses and arms collected arotifid the 
military hospital; that building put into a state of defence; houses in 
its vicinity in process of destruction; guns and other arms being sent 
into the station by the Nawab of Moorshedabad. 

At Rajmahal news received that rnutineers besieging Arrah hadl)een 
dispeved; that ^‘something’’ had happened to a party of the 10th. 

. Havelock’s force, iifits advance on Lucknew, severely seized by cholera; 
losses by death,^and inefficiency hy sickness so great that he was under 
the necessity of returning to Cawnpore, there to dispose of sick, and 
obtain reinforcements preparatory to resuming his advance. Sorties by 
the rebels in Delhi repulsed with heavy loss to them; Lord Elgin 
arrived at Calcutta, accompanied by some marines afid artillery; other 
reinforcements expected to arrive in a few days. 

At Bhaugulpore the display of the Union Jack from a Mahomedan 
mosque indicated the fact that the edifice was occupied by BrMSh 
troo|».^ We leamed^also that a portion of life 5th Inegular Cavalry, 
suspected of mutinous intentions, were about to be disbanded by the 
90th Regiment in progress up coun^; that a few days previous men 
of the former corps, occu)^ring a station in near vicinity of this place, 
murdered Sir Norman Leslie, one of their officers, and wounded 
Sif veral others; that, notwithstanding these drcuiqsiances, the officer in 
command u^ed his confidence io the loyalt)r of his men, as a reason 
that they should be spared from the disgrace of being disarmed His 

} ftmsi of that ud other vicUmi to be mentioned srt 10 my pouestion. 

f officers dbd io ooe dsf. 
detachaeat of 5th FnsiUers. 
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prayer was aceeded to. That eight the men deserted their officers^ 
rode off with their horse^to join the 32nd N.I., at Deoghur. 

MoTV<;hyr was in 1 sta|e of panic; a small body of the Noithamber* ' 
lahd Fusiliers, aided by residents, doing their besteo put the dilapidated 
fort in a sute of dejesce, and makmg other preparations gainst 
possi^e emergency. ' 

Communication with Agra and Delhi only practicable*!)^ Bombay; 
all direct telegraph wires destroyed; military and residents at the first* 
named place, secure within the fort, declaring themselves able “to hold 
out ** for a long time, notwithstanding that in a sortit against the rebels 
they ^had suffered severely; at Delhi offensive measures against 
mutineers languishing by reason of heavy sickness and ntOrtality 
among otn* troops besieging that city. ' 

Rejoining the loth^ At Dinapore, that station was seen to be with>«iv 
sepoy troops; the barracks fdrmerly occupied by them desei^.ed; the 
barracic square filled with refugees from oeightKiunng places. Next 
da^ the 90th Regiment, in progress up country, was temporarily 
detained, as attack by mutineoss was anticipated and had to be guarded 
against; a considerable number of the men fallen sick, had on that 
account to be landed, for they a^ were being conveyed by river. A 
few days thereafter a detachment of the toth^arrived from Jugdispore, 
at which place they inflictedlonsiderable loss upoifthe^mutineers, who. 
had taken part in the disaster to be presently noticed as having befallen 
a portion of the regiment at Arrah. But continuity demands eomh 
particulars relating to events which led up to the disaster and expedi* 
tion so alluded to. 


^ August iS. 
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CHaVtER XIII 

857. EARLY MOSTItS OF SEPOY MVTSRY 

Mutiny and difUter^Major Dyre at ArraH—Ootbreak at Talna—'A daiUrdlj proceed* 
ing-^rogrctt of events—Further rci^s—The re^pmenta] hujutfl'—Soldiers' 
wim to be armed**Madras r^mcnt«~ English reinforcements—Meean Mecr— 
iibannon Brigade—Victims of naliny—Wcjpienandfhildrcn—Details of Cawn* 
pore^^lady rehigee—Mortality in sth—Extension of mutiny—Current erenu — 
Action and contrast—Delhi and l^know—Sueccises—Baaken—Reinrorconenta 
—English pinion—Active proceedings—Ohastly evidences—Sir Colin Campbell 
—Gemency”—Active work—Blown fro^ a gun—More active work. 

T he force sUtiooed at Dinapore consiateU of two troops of 
European Artillery, loth Foof,*a portion of the 37th Britishi the 
7th« 8th| and 40th^Natife Regiments, ^^ongthe three last named 
'signs of disaffection had for some time past been apparent to their 
officers, though whappdly ignored the general/ an old, infirm, and 
irresolute man. On the a5th of July he was so far moved to action 
as to direct that percussion caps should be taken away from their 
magazines of anns, aod*from the ragn themselves. A parade for the 
latter purpose was ordered, thereupon the sepoys became openly 
mutinous, fired upon and otherwise threatened their officers; they 
finally broke away, taking their arms with them, ^eanwhile, the w^tg 
troops were not penn^ed by the general to open fire upon or pursue 
the mutineers, who, taking tbe direction of Arrah, soon placed them- 
selves under the leadership of the powerful chief Koer Singtu Arrived 
at that place, they laid siege to the house of Mr. Boyle, in which the 
few residents of the small sjption had collected, axxd, to some extent, 
fortified tbe building. On tbe z7th a party cfinsj|ting of men of tbe 
fbth and 37th proceeded by steamer, in view t 8 relief of those be¬ 
sieged ; but the vessel ran aground, and so tbeir object was frustra^. 
On tbe aoth a second steamer having been procured, the Combined 
party proceeded in her; in due time arrived at Beharee Ghat on the 
ii?hf Song; there landed, and began their march towards Anah. Un* 
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happily, a night advance was detemined upon. After much toil, not 
acquainted with the groi^^d, not knowing their way, having to cross a 
deep ravine or nullah, afd to surmount other difficulties, they entered 
th't town about midnight, and after the moon hiJ set. A heavy fire 
was thereupon opened them. Men and officers were unable^to se;e 
each other. Captain Dunbar, the officer in command, fell deao ; cop- 
fusion was the immediate result A certain number fouffS their way 
back to the open country; but so heavy were the losses, so great the 
disorganisation of the whole, that the expedition not onV' failed in its 
intended object, but met with serious disaster. The remnanU were 
brou^t back to Dina pore, where they arrived on 30th of Julyit was 
then found that out of 415 officers and men who had started t>n that 
service, I'/o were killed and lao wounded, making a total^of sgo.' 
The wounded who wenr rescued were more in number than couli^^ 
accommodated in hospital; Supplementary buildings had aca>rding 1 y 
to be'^ntilised for them. Throughout the regiment chagrin and disap- 
poitdment were general; stories circulated that acts of atrociQr had 
been perpetrated on some of Ike wounded. Soldiers were loud in their 
imprecadoDS against the rebels, declaring their determination “ to i)ay 
them off for it” , ^ 

Major Eyre, hearing of the disaster that had*befallen the Hroops 
under Captain Dunbar, advanced by forced marcHbs from Buxar; on. 
August 2 he attacked and dispersed the b^ieging rebels at Arrah, 
who thereupon fled towards Jugdispore. On the Stn a party kA thb 
10th under Captain Patterson, together with some other troops, arrived 
at Arrah from Dinapore. On the nth, in coujunction with those of 
Major Eyre, it sUrt«l in pursuit oY the sepoys; they had taken up a 
position at a village named Jota Narainpore. There they were attacked 
by the men of the loth, who rushed upon them with a shout, killing 
n^bers and dispersing those who escaped their bayonets. 

At Dimqmrc, Sir James Outram inspected the 10th, and having 
issued orders with regard to further proceedings continued his joume/ 
southwards, taking with him som^ officers belonging to the mutinous 
native corps. The arrival of Sir Colin Campbell at Calcutta to 
assume supreme comniAnd wa^ followed b^ the departure of Sir Patrick 
Grant to resume Kff own proper command at Madras. At Fatna.«a 
partial outbreak by the ^aboroedans had recently taken place, Dr. 
Lyell being killed dufing it A recurrence of that disturbance being 
threatened, a detachment of the lotb was sent to Bankipore ai k ' 
personal guard to the CommUaioner of Behar, whose residenoe wfa at 
that place. 

‘ Out of fifteen officert, twelve were killed or wounded. 
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When the great body of the sepoys at Dinapore mutioied and fled, 
certain of their number were employed on ^srious duties within the 

* barrack ranges occupied by the British troops* ^Unable lik; their 
brethren to effect th^ escape, they laid down their arms, declariAg 
tjtemsdfes to be loyal, or “ staunch/’ according to the phrase of the 
d^y; t&ts were issued for their use, and \ neat little encampment 
established \n a space of open ground between the banacks and ad¬ 
joining river bank. In the courle of the following night screams issued 
from that encampment; in due time some soldien, with their officers, 
proceeded wi(n lights to the tents, to find several of the sepoys dead, 
others fliore or less severely wounded by bayonet thrusts, but without 
«iny clua to their assailants. Whether or not, as asserted at the tim^, 
the men^of the loth were implicated in this dastardly outrage, re- 

uncleared up by the official inquiry which followed in due 
course.'^ • 

In rapicT succession news reached us of events at different j^aces 
within the sphere of mutiny. The investment of Delhi more closely 
pressed by the combined British and^ikh besieging forces. From 
Agra that the rebels had withdrawn therefrom. From Oude that 
Havelock had resumed his advance ^towards Lucknow, inflicting en 
route severe defeat upon the opposing rebels. From Calcutta that re- 
.. inforcements were being daily dispatched iifland by bullock trains; but 
as the rato of progress of thgse animals did not exceed two and a 
half miles per hoiiV, considerable time must elapse before the troops so 
sent can be brought into actual use. Other items of intelligence were, 
that a body of Ohoorkas* sent by Jung Bahadur as an a>ixiliary force 
had been attacked by the rebeb, upor! whom they infli^ed defeat with 
heavy loss. The river steamer Jumna in its progress upwards beyond 
Allahabad was so heavily fired upon by the mutineers, at the same 
time the water of the Ganges becoming so shallow, that it had to * 
abandon further attempts to proceed; there waj therefore no alterna¬ 
tive but to withdraw. 

‘ In the city of Patna the condition of things, already unsatisfactory, 
became still more so, the Intention the Mahomedans therein de¬ 
clared to be an attack on the Kaffirs ” oi\ their ^reat festival day of 
t^e Mohumun,* tailing this yeaf on 31st of August <As a precaution^ 
ary measure, therefore, a line of defences wgs rapidly thrown up 
between the city and cantonments. Nex^ came a report that Ike 9th 

* Irregular Cavalry, after doing good service at Delhi, 1 )^ fraternised with 
the rebels; with them rn»A^ a dash at a besieging battery protected by 

} Mohemm. The first tea days of the Mthonedaa New Year are dedicated to 
' the festival so called. 
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SikhSp their ^altempt defeated by tlfe 75th R^ment Then sad ac¬ 
counts of sickness and lAortality by disease in addition to casualties in 
battle |mong the besiegers; for example, the i$t Battalion 60th Rifles, 
4io strong when it first took up its position, had jpot in its ranks now 
aoo cfTectives. From Allahabad the statement came that some of the 
^‘stadneh ** gun Inscars were detected in an attempt to load thnr guns 
with bricks and mortar. ^ 

The state of things in our regimeiAal hospital, characteristic of the 
time, was this :—In the months of July and August deatlfs included two 
oflicers and seventy men. The long corrtdor-Iike wards m the bdildiog, 
together with its verandah, were filled partly with wounded men, 
remnants of the tmfortunate Arrah expedition, partly by those^ected 
with diseases s|)ccial to the season of the year. The requirements of 
the wounded deman^pd much manual attention. What, therefore^b^ 
tween handling wounded tissaes and their dressings, flnger-tipj.,V^iSnic 
sodd6n like those of a washerwoman, and tender to the^ouch; the 
stooping attitude necessary while performing dressings and operations 
so fatigued the muscles of th<^back as to make it painful to be in, or 
again to change that attitude; at the same time the moist heat prevail¬ 
ing *made such exertions particularly exhausting. The hospital had 
already been fortified, arms issued, and so arranged that in ^ise of 
necessity they could be made use of by sdme of the patients; sand¬ 
bags were arranged for purposes of defence on the root, th^ walls loop- 
holed ; indeed, the only shots at the escaping Upoyf of the 4qlh N.L 
were from it. 

Rumours circulated that a combined lin^ of action by the dis¬ 
affected in Patnk and mutinous sepoys under Koer Singh, one of the 
Nana's lieutenants, was contemplated against Dinapore, garrisoned as 
the station by only a portion of the 10th Foot To meet such a con- 
^ngency, it was proposed to arm the women belonging to the regiment; 
nor had those of us who had some knowledge of their general style and 
prowess any doubt as to the result, should they come in conflict with 
such adversaries Indeed, there was every reason to believe that 
already a mutineer had lost hU*life by the hand of one of our Amazons 
armed with a bayone^ • » 

The arrival Madras infantry regiment, in the ranks of which 

were some Hiodostanees, gave rise to some little speculation as to 
possible eveflts, should they brought against their rebel countrymen. 
At the same time 'news circulated that a mutinous spirit had been 
shown in one of the cavalry regiments' of that presidency, in at 
leut two of infantn' * in that of Bombay. 

^ &h. * SIM ud syib. 
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Under the circumstances of t)ie time, welcome was intelligeiice by 
English mail that a powerful force was in progress of dispatch to India; 
its numerical'Strength as»ooo men, indudingr^oypil Artillery»jhen to 
be employed in Hindpstan for the first time. Now also came the iVst 
faint rumour that the transfer of Indian admini|tration directly t^ the 
(government of Her Majesty was intended. * 

From McAan Meer came news of successful action against intended 
** rising on the part of nativi troops at that station, the attending 
circumstances of that action being in some respects like those of the 
historical balt^ at Bnissels on the eve of Quatre Bras. Among the 
rcgimefits disarmed, as an outcome of that action, was the aCtl^N.I. 
For some time thereafter the sepoys belonging to it remained “ loyal 
and ** colitrite.*' Suddenly, under the shelter of night,’ they fied, having 
firs4 murdered one of their officers. At break of^day troops were sent 
in pujSiirt; the fugitives overtaken on th<f left bank of the Ravee. Of 
their number fully too were shot down, 150 or so drowned in their 
endeavour to swim across that river, the remaining a00 ultimately 
captured, brought back to their 8tation,^and executed. It was of the 
concluding act of the drama that news now reached us. 

In the afternoon of September 4^ the Jliver Bird arrived *from 
Calcutta, having on board the Shannon Naval Brigade,’* under Cap- 
. tain—soon to become Sir^Villiam Peel. No sooner were they disem¬ 
barked than all paradfd for drill. Lookers-on rapidly collected to 
witness the novel rollicking manner in which the 

bluejackets pulled about and worked their ship’s guns of large calibre. 
That evening the officers were our guests at the regiment^} mess. Our 
next meeting was to be under circiihistances even more itining than 

4 

those now taking place. 

From time to time the papers of the day gave what statistics were 
available in regard to lives sacrificed, directly and indfrectly, by the pre- * 
sent outbreak of the sepoys. According to one*paper,’ those numbers 
were as follows, soldiers, officers, wmen, and children being included 
in the totals; namely, Meerut, 39; Loodianah, 3; Sealkote, S; Fyza* 
bad, 7; Gwalior, 15 ; R^dee, 1; Jounpore, 1; Jhelum, i; Allahabad, 
15; Mehidpor^ 7; Mwaffertuggar, i; ^eilly^ 70; Delhi—on the 
putbreak of the mutby, Sa,—killed died by exposure subsequently, 

40; Hissar, 9; Shahjehmnpore, i; (^wnpore, ^9 (exclusive of those to 
be subsequently enumerated); Meean TfAter, 9 ; Mhow, 34; Sooltan* 
pore, 3; Saugur, 1; Neemuch, 4; Indore, s; Patna, 1; Moradabad^ 

' Meer the boll by the 81st R^meat took place oa May is. 

. » July 30 - 

• September s8» 1857. 
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4; Daijeeling^* i; Futtehpore, i; Luckoow, 22; Benares^ S; Agra, 
16*; Jhansi, 43; JuUuMhar, 4; Ferozepore* 3; Raneegunge, 3; 
Indore,r 15; making in-^ll a total of 494. These numbers do not 
in^ude the many instances in which lives were sacrificed by exposure 
and l^ardshtpi nor the numerous young soldiers who succumbe<| while 
being conveyed along the Grand Trunk Road* 

With regard to the most terrible of alt episodes,—namely/ihat of June 
37, at Cawnpore,—an account by one^ of the very few survivors was 
published in the Friend of India \ ^ namely, ** Those who in the boats 
survived from the artillery fire directed upon them were tdken back to 
Cawnpore; the men secured by cords, and with the ladies Brought 
before the Nana, who thereupon gave orders for their destniction. 
The lad ids were placed on one side, the men, bound as th^ were, 
drawn up in line, and^is troops ordered to fire upon them. Some of 
the ladies broke away, and rukhtng to their husbands, clasped in 
despair, determined to die with them. A chaplain who ffas of the 
doomed number be^^cd that a few minutes might be granted them to 
prepare to meet their God—a (avour which was granted ; others called 
upon their executioners to finish their bloody work. A volley of mus- 
ketry*; the victims reeled and fe]^ some dead, others still alive, though 
wounded; their murderers rush upon them with tulwars; ’ they deal 
death around, nor do they ^ease their work when life is extinct, but 
continue to mutilate the bodies of the dead* The women aed children, 
numbering one hundred and fifiy*nine persons, were detained till July 
15, and then destroyed by butchers employed for that diabolical 
purpose. Two days thereafter, but too late avert the catastrophe 
the forces led Havelock enterM Cawnpore.’* At a somewhat later 
date further particulars appeared* with reference to the same sad 
episode. According to them the list of persons whose lives were 
sacrificed there, Aether in the entrenchments between June 5 to 
37, in the boats on the latter date, or on July 15, when the last 
remnant was butchered, as just reL*ed, was as follows; namely, 
Honourable Company's Artille^, 6x; 33nd Regiment, 84; 

ist European Fusiliers, 15; H.M.'8 84tb *R^ment, 50; officers of 
regiments and staff, iqo; mq^hants, wrKers, ^ others, 100; drum« 
mers, etc., 40; w6meo and children oi soldiery about 160; of writen^ 
merchants, and drummers, tso; ladies and children of officers, 50; 
servants man^ abended early in the outbreak), 100; 

sepoys and native officers sick in hospital, so; total, 900. But there 

c 

> Of September 3» 1S57. * Native twords. 

* Cnicuita En^hmtm^ October 15,1857. 
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is eveiy reasoQ to belicTe that these figures are approximate rather than 
actually exact . • 

Orders were receired and quickly carrieo^atq effect, whe^by the 
wives and children of men and officers of the toth were dispatched^y 
^teamfr to Berhampore, at the time considered ^ place of safetj. A 
company of our regiment inarched towardi Gya, then threatened by 
* the mutindus sth Irregulars, and defended only by a small body ot 
Rattray’s Sikhs. The withdrawal of the Treasury from that station 
resulted in the official ruin of the civilian concerned; but under the 
circumstances of the time the verdict of opinion among those on the 
spot was that his action was Justified. * 

Among the refugees proceeding by steamer down country was Mrs. 
Mills, whose husband, Major Mills, of the Bengal Artillery,lud been 
sh^ by his mutinous men while endeavouring tr.«e8cape from Fyxabad, 
by swiJtming the Gogra. This unfortufiate lady had been wandering 
in the jungle for nearly three months. She now was ill from har&hips 
and starvation; one child, an infant, bad died, the remaining two*were 
ill with cholera; she herself nearly devgtd of clothing, without servant 
or other help, almost completely broken down; nor was it until a few 
days ago that she learned the fate of^^ier husband. A brotlier officer 
of Major Mills, Captain Alexander, placed a suite of rooms in his house 
*. at her disposal. In*due ume she and her Children were so far restored 
in health, and provide^ with clothing, that they continued their journey 
towards Calcutta. 

For some time past a detachment of the 5th Fusiliers occupied 
a building connected with the Opium Stores in Pa ^ . the rate of 
sickness and mortality among the oftn composing it being so great aa 
to equal 90 per cent of deaths per loo strength per annum. A 
visit to the place by Colonel Fenwick and myself revealed the fact that 
the quarters assigned to them were in all respects unsuited; while, 
therefi^e, the remaiDing portion of^e men were* withdrawn, their place 
taken by men of the 10th, step^ere taken, and successfully, to avert 
similar casualties among wter. 

Still there came new^dt mutiny from stations far apart t from Assam 
on the one hand, to Smzepdte on the other; while of regiments of the 
. Bombay Presidency, a spirit had extended to ^ least (our of their 

number. Indeed, so general had mutiny becqme that scarcely arema/lt 
was made as the news of some fresh Outbreak circulated; btas among 
officers and men of our raiment the desire was loudly expressed to 
get fairly at them in the field," little if any account being taken of 
relative numbers. 

s 

At this time my own physical state gave way under the weight of 
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arduous duties'; several brother officers also were rendered temporarily 
incapable of work; but ^ the earliest possible date we returned to our 
respectWe spheres, ^determined to ** put the shoulder to the wheel'* 
Tile gocK 1 news reached us that a further defeA had been inflicted 


upoi> the Arrah mutinrers by Major Eyre. The arrival of reififorce* 
ments by ship from England had begun to cause wonder.and some 


consternation among the rebels. For pasons the nature oV which did 
not transpire, certain newspapera were temporarily suppressed. The 


immediate result of that measure was that private letters t09k the 


place of the journals so dealt with ; groups of men assembled at the 
post office on the occasion of morning delivery, news was inter* 


changed, and thus a tolerable knowledge maintained of titnix in 
progress at different atationa 


From Asimghur c 9 me infonnation that there the rebels had been 
atta<;]ted and defeated by the Ghoorka troops of Jung Bahadtff.^ It 
was said that a force consisting of 3,000 Cashmere troops, sent by 
Gooftib Singh, was approaching Delhi, in aid of the British, by whom 
the siege of that city was bei£g vigorously pressed on. Then came 
news that on September 16 an entrance had been effected by the 
Cashmere Gate; 115 guns captured, though with a loss to our troops 
engaged of between forty and fifty officer^ and* 650 men killed and 
wounded. From Nagpore,* that the mutinous soth fi.J. had been • 
attacked, and to a great extent destroyed by <the cplumr;'advancing 
from Madras. From the Punjab, that some fifty men of tbb 10th 
Cavalry and a number of mutineers of the ssth N.I. had been exe* 
cuted by ordw'.^jf Sir John Lawrence. In contrast with these energetic 
measures were Proclamations by Covemmeat, full of sympathic expres* 
sions with regard to “the poor misguided men,'* as applied to the 
^perpetrators of deeds already alluded to. 

A few days passed, and then came ioformation that very stirring 
events were in progress; that Detoi was completely in the hands of 
our troops,^the king a prisoner, two rb^'al princes shot by the hand of 
Hodson.^ The forces under Havelock and Outram had effected ^ an 
entrance into the Residency of Lucknos^^nd so “ relievedthe 
besieged garrison of that dty. The stoiy of tm “ relief " was every¬ 
where related with\ride. But the fact was deplored that the “reliev*. 
ing ” force, u a result of th& losses sustained, had itself to add its 
numbeft to the besieged. Among the latter, casualties by shot and 
i^sease bad, up to the date of “ relief,” included fifty-seven women 


’ At Maaduri, tan miles from that station. 

* On September 31, 18 S^ * ^ Sq^ember 35, 1857. 
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and children. On the following* Sundaji collections mpst nude in 
cantonment churches, for the purposes of a fitod being raised whe{e* 

* with to aid sufl'erers by the present rebellion. 

Thereafter news of successes at different poinu against the rebels 
<utme in rapidly. Thus from Delhi a force ha<^gone in pursuit of one 
^arty of them; in Central India the 5 sod N.I. was broken up by the 

* Madras column; near Sherghotty the Ramghur Battalion annihilated; 

in the vicinity of Mirzapore a body of mutineers defeated by a small 
force comprising the 5th Fusiliers and 17th Madras N.I. At this time 
tlic ** Pearl Brigade, under command of Captain Sotheby, arrived at 
Dinapore; two companies of the 10th, under Major Longden, Started 
towards Benares, there to be ready for emergencies. At intervals djs- 
affectiotf occurred in portions of the 32nd N.I., occupying various 
positions in neighbouring districts. Now came uews that the last frag* 
ment d( that corps had broken into mftliny and fled; their object to 
unite witfi the rebel force beyond the Soane, commanded by^oer 
Singh. • 

Information was received that a body^f mutineers 4,000 strong, with 
twelve guns, was in progress from Oude to make an attack on the 
Treasury at Chupra, and afterwards to threaten our small body of 
effectives at Dinapofe. Then we learned that Rajah Maun Singh, ot 
«. Gorruckpore, hitherto believed to be *Moyal,*'^he having given protec¬ 
tion to some ladies wl^ose hu^nds had been murdered by the sepoys, 

* —had joined tbi rebels with a force of 9,000 men. As a counterpoise 
to such items, the troops under Colonel Greathead, descending by the 
Grand Trunk Road, had defeated the sepoys, inflicting heavy loss upon 
them, subsequently possessing himsdf of Alighur, togettw with its guns 
and stores. A significant indication of the tendency now being as¬ 
sumed by bazaar opinion was that native bankers, who in the first 
outbreak of the mutiny sent their treasure to Caloutta, are having ill* 
brought back to their ^places of business. * 

We were at this rime in a D^ftion to estimate the strength of rein¬ 
forcements already sent, in process of being dispatched from 
England, to re-establi^y^thority la^Xndia. These comprised eleven 
raiments of Ligh^^valrf ; fifty-five ^battalj^s of Infantry; four 
« troops of Horse Anillery; eleven companies of Foot Artillery; seven 
Field Batteries; four companies of Engin^rs, equal to a total •of 
87,000 men. With these there wer^fourteen medicil ofE^^ over 
and above those pertaining to regiments and other bodies. 

As «each successive b^y of troops arrived, officers belonging *to 
^ them Wkre invited to our mess; thus we gathered something to regard 
to the tent^ of opinion in England in reference to events in progress 
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around W ^Yeiy different was the impression so conveyed, of views 
entertained at home. fnAn what under the actual circumstances of the 
time was to be expec|td. From the long disUnce, the sepoy was 
locked upon as mili and harmless in disposition^ but driven to revolt 
by acts of oppression to which he had been long subjected,*^tho|e acts, 
howler, not definitely stated; Sir John Lawrence and General Neil 
were said to be cruel and otherwise objectionable persons; the policy 
of ** clemency ” all that was estimable, ind to be desired. The contrast 
between the views so expressed, and actual occurrences such as have 
been already mentioned, taking place almost before our very eyes, gave 
rise u comments, some of them more expressive than sympathetic. 

Meanwhile the progress of events went otl A body of nvitlnous 
s^oys had. found their way from Delhi to Bithoor, the residence of 
the Nana. There th^y were attacked by a force sent ^for the pur^se 
from Cawnpore, under the command of Colonel Wilson, their ^strong* 
hold destroyed, guns, ammunition, and other stores contained in it cap- 
ture^. At Raneegunge the Headquarter portion of the 32nd N.I.' 
was disarmed by Colonel Burney, their commanding officer, to whom 
was given up also the treasonable correspondence being carried on by 
the sepoys belonging to it At A^ the camp was attacked by a body 
of rebel cavalry, estimated at 1*500 strong. The picquet of the 9 ^\^ 
Lancers, comprising not mare than twenty*Aur troopers, under com¬ 
mand of Captain French and Lieutenant Jones, charged and put its way 
through them; but in so doing the first-named officer* was killed, the « 
second wounded The station of Chupra in our near viebity being 
threatened, the Pearl Brigade, under Capt^n Sotheby, K.N., was 
ordered by th?^ivil Commissioner of Patna to proceed for its pro¬ 
tection—a new experience for a naval officer to be ordered by a 
civilian. At our own station reinforcements* comprising a portion of 
nhe Sand RegimeiV, were a welcome addition to our weak ganison. 
Particulars were published of the o^in casualties at which the troops 
under Havelock attained the relief ofVjc Lucknow garrison; namely, 
sixteen ofBcen killed and forty-five wouftd^; of soldiers, 400 kilM * 
and 700 wounded, equal to nearly one-third olS^e force engaged. No 
wonder that in their ^urn the remnants«becamqi)art of the besieged 
garrison. ^ 

Jhe party oi the lotb already at Benares was held in readiness 
to enter^ Oude, and thm ac|f as occasion might require against 
assemblages of mutiheers. At Jounpore, a body of rebels were 
at^ked by the Ghoorkas, who sevmly defeated them, killing or 
diubling some 250 out of x,aoo of their strength. Some ghutly 

^ From Deoghar. 
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indications of erents in progress were furnished by floating bodies 
in the Ganges, these being seen during several successive days,•as 
' with vultures or other foul birds perched *4)po^ and tearing their 
flesh they were carriod past our station. Among'them were six wWte 
bodies lashed together by ropes, suggesting^ the means by |^hich 
victims had been destroyed. * 

By the end of October, Sir Colin Campbell started from Calcutta 
to assume direct command of the troops actively engaged against the 
Travelling by ^d&k/ and having with him an escort of 
inconsiderable strength, he narrowly escaped capture by the mutineen 
of the* 3snd N.I., who lay in wait in the vicinity of the Soaiib, his 
escape •being due to the Reetness of his ** gharry’* horsea Afysr 
that incident the same party of mutineers doubled back and endea- 
voitfed to enter Oude by crossing the Ganges «ear Patna, but were 
defeat A in their attempt by the armed rifer steamer Kclaiyne} 

In bitterly sarcastic terms the policy of clemency” toWardi 
and sympathy expressed for the “ misguided ** sepoy found utteaance 
after this nunoer in the Frimd cf India ^— 


** Pity the sorrows of a mild Hindoo, whose toueriag steps have brought him to your 
dew, 

To mmder you be did ^het man could do, and esn you blame him that he did no 
more ? . 

* Ripped from the body of your outraged wife, he tossed your unborn bebe upon his 
pike I • 0 • 

Yearns not your h&rt to save and sooth *he life of one who thirals again to do 
the like? 


^ Forty years thereader^-anamely, in 1S97,—Lof<l Roberts, boemiig in miitd the 
evenls of 1857, writes s—ln reply to the ** Is there aoy chance of a mutiny 

occurring again?” With reference to that question he remarks after this manners 

* ** 1 would say that the best way of guarding against such a calamity is—By 
never allowing the present proportion of Britisli to native soldiers to be diminished 
or thc.disdplisc and efildency of the native anoy to become slack. 

*'By taking care that iflen are selected for the biglStr dvil and military posts 
whose self-relia&ce, activity, aM resolv^on are not impaired by age, and who possess 
a knowledge of the country and thp^bils of the peofdes. 

By recognising an d guarding'again 
of eentraliration. 

’* By rendering our a^lhbtntiofi on the one figif and strong, on the other 
hand tolerant and sympAetie; and last, but not least, by do>^ all in our power to 

* gain the confidence oi the various races, and by convincing them that we have nqf 

only the determination, but the ability to nai^lo odf supremacy ^ India against 
all assailants. n ^ • 


Against the Aog^iism of theorists and the dasgen 


” If these cvdinal points are never lost sight of, there is, I believe, Utile chance 
of any frf^ oulbreak ditturbing the stability of our rule in India, or aeutraliriog our 
efforts to rpnder that country prosperous, contented, and thoroughly loyal to the 
British Crown*” (VoL L, p. 449.) 

Of November $, iSsy. 
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You <lo not kill the serpent in yoar path, you do not crash the hog when you have 
, caught him 2 * 

And why bear malice 'gainst ene who hath but turned on you the anna whose use 
you'^ laugbl him. I ^ 

Those arms at present I have flung away» hoding that sotnAow we mlicalcutated ; 
And t^at we should have picked a luckier day to glut us with the blood we hgted. 

And now I stand expectant at your gate, trusting for pardon and fraternal love: 

Of 0cq>ent wisdom you have shown of late not much } show me the sohneas of th^ 
dove. 0 

And then I ]>romise you, as time shall suit, the rich reward you'll have deserved to 
share, 

The untiring hate of a remorseless brute, the poison of ibe reptile that yon spire." 

i 

While Peel’s Shannon ” Brigade, so recently with us, was in 
ptopcss from Allahabad to Cawnpore, it became united *to the 
53rd and*b party of the 93rd Regiments. The combined force was 
seriously engaged at Vuttchpore with a strong body of mutineers, «nd 
although successful in defeating them severely, after a conflict of 
two hours’ duration, the victory was at the cost of many lives, among 
them* Colonel Powell, formerly a brother officer tn the sytb. The 
mutineers of the 3sod N.I.,*UDable to cross into Oude, had again 
taken up a position on the Soane; there they were attacked and 
defeated by Kalmyks Sikhs, though not without severe proportional 
loss among the latter. The party of the ^oth*from Benares*came 
in contact with and routed a body of the Oude*rcbgls at Atrowlea. • 
Meanwhile the forces under Sir Colin* Campbell w^re fighting their 
way from Cawnpore towards Lucknow. ' * 

Martial law had for some time past existed at Dinapore. In 
accordance ewih that effective code a CoUlt*Martial was ordered 
to assemble for the trial of a sepoy of 14th N.I., on the charge 
of taking part in the massacre of our men at Arrah, as already 
mentioned. Before that tribunal the man was duly tried; by it 
convicted and sentenc^ to suffer death by being blown from a.gun. 
Early in the day following a strdbg guard of*the loth took charge 
of the doomed man, to whom, in th\usual way, the sentence o( 
the court was read He was«immediatbl); marched to the rear of 
the barracks, where mparations were complete for carrying into effect 
the dreadful penal^ His* step was ^rm, though his countenance 
expressed despair aad terror; his hands quivered, lips moved as if • 
in prayer. WJiile being secured in the fatal position, he seemed dased j 
the h At'bcat reduaed to a ^ere flutter; a bandage tied over his 
eyes, he faintly said, ^Hummara kuuoor nahin —it is not my 

fault The officiating assisunt stood aside, the hand of the^Provost 
Marshal was raised, there was a loud report, and shreds of humanity 
flew in various directions. A scene to be witnessed only undgi^ 
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compunction of circumstances. * Mutineer prisoners broi^ht to the 
station for that purpose had m all cases fair and open trial. • 

Welcome was the newt that during tbe'^ight between Novem¬ 
ber 33 and 33 the besieged garrison of Lucknow nad been withdrawn 
therefi^m by the force under Sir Colin Can^bell, and was ^ing 
escorted towards Cawnpore. At the same time accounts reached us 
of the attack by the Gwalior contiogent on the last-named station ; of 
their temporary success by reason of numbers^ and of their defeat with 
heavy .loss in men and guns by the Commander-in-Chier. Worn out 
by fati^e,—for he was physically a delicate roan»-^>eneral Havelock 
fell a victim to cholera shortly after reaching the outskirts of Luctnow. 
In thewicinity of Jounpore a smalt British force came in contact wi^h 
the Oudh rebels. On that occasion our Ghoorka allies wMb said to 
hav« expressed a wish not to fight any morei axsd to have shown their 
rcluctaitce accordingly. Then came infdrination that a large number 
of ladies and children from those besieged, together with a consider* 
able body of sick and wounded soldiers, had arrived safely at Allahabad 
from Cawnpore, in rouU to Calcutta. • 
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CHAPTER XIV 

1857-1858. THE JOVNPORE FIELD FORCE 

4 

The 10th ‘Ordered on lerricc^Tlio ettit—More defenti of rebeb^Thc Jounpcre 
held force*~Pre|wrio^ for work~Action et Cbeade^ Hummeerpore —Forced 
in>fcl)e»<~Soollenpore" Ceptorcd rcUct^KeiDforceiBCBts—Rebel menen^rt^ 
An eetack«»A wounded officer—Arrive at Lucknow. 

Ui 


O RDERS to take the field had been expected, and preparations 
made accordingly in tl^, 10th, so that when they did arrive all 
was in readiness to carry them out immediately. Uncertainty for some 
time prevailed with respect 4a thj^ 73rd N.L, professedly and somewhat 
demonstratively “loyal,'’ but known to be in a dangerous state of 
dtaaffiection, ready tO/Swcep^>ver the indigo-yielding places in Tirhoot, 
some of the planters from which, abandoning hopses and factories, had 
betaken themselves to Dinapore for safety. A report spread*that a* 
body of rebels had crossed the river Gogra and threatened the ** Pearl*’ 
Brigade at ^ivan; a steamer accordingly started to Benares, convey* 
ing detachments of the lotb and 37th Regiments, to be in readiness 
to act from that base as circumstances might require. Reports at the 
same Ume told that the nth Irregulars had broken away from Ber- 
hampore; that tl^y had been severely handled by the 5th Fusiliers, 
but that they were making their way towards Tiiboot 
By daylight on December S3, a detachment of our men and officers 
was in progress of embarking on board a steamer for conveyance 
towards Chuprah, at and from which place they were intended to act 
in concert with Ix^es of. Gboorka troops for the assistance of 
threatened stadoak in Tirboot Equally early on^ the S4th our head* 
<biaiter8 marched away from barracks. Arriving in due time at the 
point chere the Ganges wawto be crossed, much delay resulted 
from the incompleteness of arrangements made for the purpose. 
Evening had far advanced when we arrived on our camping-pound; 
tents were far behind; 10 were the messing arrangements. From such 
“ reserves ** as our haversacks supplied our first meal was taken, after. 
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which we bivouacked on .the* cold ground,” under shelter of a 
mango grove. Next day being Christinas Day, equipment and arrange* 
ments were got into working order and readji for eventual!tiga. On 
the 26th the^sound oft firing, as if at Sewan, indicatid that the arrivalaof 
the icgh was none too soon, and shortly there^ter news came in^hat 
an attack, not determined in character, by life mutineers had been re¬ 
pulsed. In the course of the next few days the Nepaulese contingent 
captured a considerable number of mutineers belonging to the 11th 
Irregulars, but those of the 5th Irregulars succeeded in joining the 
body of rebels assembled under Koer Singh. 

New Yearns Day brought the welcome news that the rebels ha<fbeen 
severel)! beaten at Alurabagh by Sir James Outram, great loss inflicted 
upon th An, and four of their guns captured; also that Colehel Seton 
had^efcated a body of routineers at Futtyghur.* Having moved our 
camp to a position north-westward of*the town, we discovered^ a 
saltpetre manufactory for the use of the rebels. Firing was again 
heard in our near vicinity, indicative, as we soon learned, that our 
Nepaulese allies had attacked a rebel vil^ge, which they captured and 
destroyed. 

The 10th were ordered to advance^jowords Asimghur, to be jbined 
cn rouit by other regiments, the combined force to be named the 
Jounpore Field Forte, commanded by Brighdicr-General Franks. On 
the second.day of our progress, at a place called Muttyalo, the first 
Active signs of &saflection were shown by some of the villagers; it 
was quickly suppressed, however, by the simple method of handing 
over to the Provost Marshal those who had so acted, and^having them 
flogged. No further trouble with xAtives was experienced; and so, 
without adventure, on the fourth day of our march we crossed the 
river Gogra, and entered the district of Asimghur. Thence to the 
provincial dty our progress was cautious and wary^ villages through 
which our route lay were seen to be deserted by their ordinary in¬ 
habitants, except the old and very young, by women and the infirm. 

At Azirnghur—once a pretty and otherwise favoured stadon^^the 
public buildings, including the church had been reduced to charred 
and roofless walls, gardens wlsted and disfigur^ a series of hots in 
course of being ered(ed for the faithless sepoys at Aie time, when on 
June 3 the Z7th N.l. broke into mutiny* left standing as thef 
then were; the gaol strongly fortified, Verything^destnfctible bearing 
an aspect of ruin. Wthin the intrenched position at the gaol a sraa^ 
force qf Ghoorkas kept at defiance the rebel sepoys who had already 
made two unsuccessful attacks, with considerable lost in life and of two 
of their guns. Resuming our progress, the 10th reached Aroul on 
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January a6. • *There the various portions ^ of the force of which we 
wore to form a part united^ and was organised for its prospective 
duties. ^ A halt of three'^ays sufficed. On the a9tb a march of twenty- 
thtse miles was performed by our little army^ the* minimum quantity of 
equipment and transport accompanying it Several houses in ruins, 
belonging to planters, were passed in our progress to the river 
Goorotee; that river was crossed, and about midnight we bWouacked 
on Oude territory. By break of day our force was again in motion 
towards its objective point, now known to be Lucknow. That day’s 
march was uneventful, except that the water in the roadside wells 
was rendered unpalatable by branches of neem tree {Afeiia Azadiraehta) 
thrown into them by the rebels. 

A short halt was made at Singramow, during which preparation was 
made for eventualitioj. Intimation was there received that the rq))els 
were collecting their forces at Chanda, about a dozen miles in front 
of us, and that their pickets had advanced to within four or five 
miles* of our camp. On February 19 our force was under arms at 
daylight, and then began its advance towards the enemy. About nine 
o’clock a halt was ordered; men and officers partook of such break¬ 
fastunder the circumstances they could get, while staff officers 
rode to the front to reconnoitre. A long line of rebels was seen to 
occupy a somewhat elevated position at a little distance from us. Our 
guns immediately advanced, opened (im upon^them, ihtxr. fire being 
for a short time returned. The 10th—Colonel Fenwi^ at their head— 
threw out their skirmishers, and thus covered, advanced at steady pace 
towards the ppint where the rebels seemed threat. They, however, 
did not long stand their ground; uefore our men came within striking 
distance the sepoys gave way and took to flight Pursuit was im* 
possible, by reason of want of cavalry; but the small band of mounted 
infantry, recently Extemporised from the 10th, managed to come up, 
with some of the enerhy, of whom, in the laspiage of the day, they 
*‘gavc a gopd account’’ We subsequently learned that the forces 
against whom we had been engaged comprised 8,000 men, commanded' 
by Bunda Hussun, a lieutenant of Mendhee Tlussun. 

It was intended th^^our Tpree should’Encamp on the field whence 
the rebels had flhd. IVhile halting for that pm^&ose, it was found 
fhat a second engagement was take place; that the enemy had taken 
up a petition It Hummeerpora,' a little distance from their former, and 

• 

* ^ Oar force consisted of the loth, soth, and 97th Bfitish refiments ; six battalions 
of Nepaulese troops, under the command of General Polwaa Singh; two Field 
Batteries, and some thirty to forty aoanted men of the icth. By virtue d leiiiorlty, 

I assumed medical charge. 
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under shelter of a wood. From there their guns sooi^ opened fire 
upon us. Ours quickly replied; a few casiMtics in our ranks \vcre 
' the result, when darkness having put an end l^the duel we bivouacked 
on our ground. Wl^n morning dawned, it was seen that thc*ix>si^on 
they l^d occupied was abandoned \ our camp was accordingly pitched^ 
and so we remained, prepared for the next move. 

Resuming our advance towards Lucknow, two successive marches 
of great length, and consequeAly fatiguing, were performed, consider¬ 
able numbers of our transport animals completely breaking down, and 
so beihg the. cause of much inconvenience to our force. 

On^he rjrd, about 10 a.m., our skirmishers drew upon them fire 
from a position taken up by the rebels at Sooltaopore. That position 
was attacked, and from a direction unexpected by them thus dis¬ 
concerted, their fire was comparatively little destructive in our ranks, 
nor wib it long before^having discharged upon us a volley of grape— 
they abandoned their artillery and fled, leaving fourteen guns, be»/l 3 cs 
stores and a large quantity of equipment, in our possession,, also 
much ammunition and loot Again the mounted men of the roth ^ 
did good service in pursuit of the fugitives; some of our artillery 
followed, and it was said destroyed large numbers of them, the loss 
to ouf troops engaged being again Comparatively small. Thus were 
the forces of Mei^hee Kussuq defeated, though numbering 6,000 
' regular sepoys ^nd 6,000 matchlock men ; the station of Sooltanporc 
•recovered sSttt being *held by the rebels since the previous month 
of June. 

After some delay ourj:arop was pitched on the ground our men had 
won, and we halted for a day. A pasty dispatched to destroy a manu* 
factory of gun carriages deserted by the rebels came upon various 
relics, with which doubtless were connected sad and painful associa¬ 
tions ; these included what had been an elegant barouche, a palkee 
garree, and a meul —the whole,pertaining*to victims of the first 
outburst of mutiny among the troops there stationed. Near our camp 
ihe artillery were occupied in bursting the guns deserted by the enemy. 

On the 25th our force resumed its Anarch at daylight, and so con¬ 
tinued till late in the aftemoao, making one shrA halt to allow the 
troops to draw ww^er from some village w^ls, r* second to cook 
and distribute food. Shortly after we had started a very hideous 
object presented itself to view; it was txyr bo^ of a natm suspended 
by the feet from a branch of a tree, his arms dan{flmg in mid-air, and 
so doubtlea indicating the cruel manner of his death. Arrived at 


' Under Captain Bartbolo&ew. 
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Mosufferkhan, •where it was amnged^hat our camp should be pitched, 
found awaiting to join us a reinforcement of Sikh and Pathan 
Horse, together with se^ue mounted men comprising half-castes and 
Christians who had belonged to mutinied or disbanded regiments 
all of, whom had been sent by forced inarches to our md. Somr stra)r 
mutineers were discovered in near proximity to camp by our scouts, 
and by them duly ** disposed of." 

A long and arduous march through difficult country; the villages 
along our route deserted by their inhabitants, the fields destitute of 
labourers. On arrival at our camping ground near Jugdispore/it was 
ascerfained that our advance guard had fallen in with and captured 
twp messengers conveying a purwana, or order, from the R^nee of 
Lucknow )o the zemindars of the district just traversed by us, irKimating 
to them the advance of a small body of English, and calling upon tj)eni 
to destroy the intruders at Gooltanpore; also to send without delay 
provisions for the rebel troops holding Lucknow. A day's halt and 
much needed rest for man and animal On a8th a long march, in 
the course of which we passed,through ^o^ie villages strongly fortified 
and loopholed, but deserted by inhabitants. Reinforced as we now 
were by cavalry, they scoured th^ vicinity of our route, in the course 
of their proceedings coming upon seventeen rebels, some wearing the 
uniform of their former reghnents, all of whom they killed. 

With rain and boisterous weather Xhf month of Marc^ began; it 
was therefore somewhat late in the morning of the ist when our« 
advance was resumed. As we proceeded, the discovery was made 
by our scou^ that a considerable body of rebels occupied a point at 
some little distance on our flanb The main body of our force was 
accordingly halted, while a portion was sent against the mutineers, the 
result being that in the attack upon them the latter had sixty of their 
numben killed o^ wounded, and lost two of their guns. Resuming 
progress, we traversed a number*of towns and villages, all strongly 
fortified, butjiparsely occupied. Night had closed in when we reached 
our halting-pl^e. While tents were being pitched, lurid flames at' 
intervals in our near vicinity told the fate* of villages and isolated 
houses. ^ 

During the attick just mentioned several hahd^to-hand conflicts 
took place between th^ Sikh ^troopers and the rebels. In one of 
these aa officA received a tulwar cut which severed an artery. Byand- 
by I came upon hi^ prostrate on the ground, alone, and bleeding to* 
^eath. A ligature was applied to the divided vessel; he was plfced in 
a dooly, and so carried to my tent, where he remained during the fob 
lowing night. While there he was visited by some of his men, who* 
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laid before him.various articles of todt^somc valuable—of»yhicR they 
had possessed themselves, and no^ presented *to hiiiL In contrast 
*with an incident shortly to be related, and also if^its way characteristic 
of a class, the fact mads tn impressjon upon me tha> under the 
cular circumstances of time and place, the officer alluded to < oflered to 
me—who in all likelihood had been the means •of saving his life^not 
.*one thing bf the many laid out for display on the floor rug of my tent. 

Harly on March 3 the sound o^ heavy guns from the direction of 
Lucknow told that active work was in progress there. Later in the day 
a staff offleer,^ escorted by a squadron of the 9th Lancers and two Horse 
Artillery guns, arrived in camp as bearer of dispatches. These oon- 
tuined qfdcTs that on the morrow our force should advance and take up 
tlie position assigned to it in relation to the contemplated atuck on* 
that cctiJital. They informed us that already the Ikilkhosha had been 
cai)ture4^ On the following day our force was accordingly in motion 
to wants J.ucknow. It had not proceeded far when information 
received that a small body of rebels occupied the inconsiderable fort of 
l>owraha, situated at the distance of a mil^ or so from our line of route. 
A body, unfortunately, as events proved, too small for its intended ptir-^ 
pose, was detached with the object of ejecting its capture; but with the 
loss oCone officer killed and several cuualties among the rank and file, 
<he position hod to be left untaken, while ourforce continued its march. 
In the aftenjooil we took up th^ position assigned to us on an exten. 
«ive plain betweA Dilfhosha and Bebeeixire, and so merged into the 
general force under the Commander-in^Cbief. 


For hii gBUsQtry in the atUck mentioned % was awonieO the Victoria Crow. 
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CHAPTER XV 
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• 1858 . CAi^TVRB OF LUCKNOW * 

^^inst cflAOon—The uilorv* bntlcry—The circle nvrows—loth in 
Lucknow—ITie Moolvie's houw^l^dies rescued—Surgeon's pUce in battle— 
Soldiers’ gratUud^^Msrtiniire—Wrecks ofvietory—The city—llie I^idScncy— 
Isolated cuuAlties—A sepoys—Columns ia punuit. 

T HKOUCHOUT March 5 heavy bombardment contiaued, thebat* 
teries of rebels within Lucknow replying actively to those outside 
the city. On the 6th* Captain Graham^s company of the \ oth occupied an 
intrefiched position at an angle ^f the Mohamed Bagh, where during the 
night temporary defences had been thrown up, the task assigned ro, and 
successfully performed, being by their rifle Are to^keep down that fron> 
rebel guns xk a battery dose to Beguip Serai. It became an exdting 
sight to watch the enemy as they moved their guntf into the several 
embrasures of their battery preparatory to discharging them upon our 
position, a^d then the effect of the volley pouted into those embrasures 
by our men; then the bunt df flame—our soldiers instantly throwing 
themselves prone on the ground; the thud of round shot upon our pro* 
tecting rampart; our soldien starting to their fee^ pouring volley ^er 
volley as before into the embrasures, while the guns were being 
lowered therefrom td be reloaded Thus the seemingly unequal duel 
went on. After a time the rebel Are from that particular point began to 
slacken, then ceased. The men of the 10th had done tbeir work right 
well. Other portions of our general force were engaged elsewhere, 
preparatory to the'* grand fttack abouf to be delivered 

Steadily duridg the neat two days the cirde of Asc narrowed around 
the city, On the 9th g morcbdian usual heavy artillery Are took place ' 

between ouc^ forces and the enemy. The tailors’ battery of 68-pounder8 

. 

was engaged against large bodies of the rebels assembled among a 
range of ruined buildings at the western end of the Maitinihre, the 
men who worked the gum taking affairs with such coolness that, in the 
intervals between Aring, deaxung, and loading their respective piecel,. 
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they squatted in parties of four on the ground^ and prooeeded with 
games ofeardS) in which they seemed to take as much interest as in 
* the effect produced by their /ire. About to an increased 

rapidity of fire from Ailors and artillery guns was^ added more actiue 
#f rifles, and some what later on the positioner the Martinihre 
in tlic possession of our force. * 

IVo more days of arduous w^rk by all rartks, the rebels gradually 
but steadily being pressed in from their advanced positions; the siege 
guxu opening heavily upon the city; bodies of rebels in their cn* 
deavours at*flight falling into the hands of our troops, many of their 
own numbers being killed. Our force increased by the arrival of 
reinforcements from Cawnpore, and by tliat of 10,000 Ghoorkas undef 
Jung Bahadur, the advent of the latter causing some interest, and 
not a little amusement, dirty and untidy, flat-faced, ^ mall •sized as they 
were, their guns drawn by men instead Of horses, their whole aspect 
more suited to dramatic effect than for such work as was then in pro¬ 


gress. * 

On March tr the Begum Kotce wa^ stormed and captured by a 
combined force of 93rd Highlanders, 4th Sikhs, and Ghoorkas, the losses 
sustained by the assailants being on occasion very heavy icf both 
men and officers. In the^aAemoon of next day, the lotb, led by 
•Colonel Fenwick, ocCupied the |)Osition thu^so gallantly won. Every¬ 
where around signs indicated tbc deadly nature of the struggle that 
•bad taken place during its assault. Bodies of defenders, bleeding and 
mangled, lay in heaps ; some were being thrown pell-mell into a 
V-shaped ditch, down, ^hen up the sides of which our troj^ps had in 
the first instance to scramble, while Exposed ^o terrific fire by the 
defenders. As we entered, our artillery hastened to prepare for its 
' further work of bombarding at dose quarters. During the night we 
bivouacked within the city. On the 13th, the 10th forced its way 
against severe opposition directly through the dry towards the Kaiser 
Bagh, while other portions of the troops were similirly at work from 
'other directions. Again, as night dosed in after a day of most arduous 
work and heavy list of casualties among our numbers^ the 10th 
bivouacked in streets and gardSos wrested pom their sepoy occupants. 
On the 14th the regiment went on with its work of^conquest, heavy 
Are from roofs and loopholes iwinging ta earth,^ow one, then another,* 
and another q( our men as we continued to advance.* At Iset the 
Kaiser Bagh was reached; it was quickly entered by Captmn Annesly 
at the head of his company, by means of a gateway first detected by 
Havelock, then adjutant of the loth; thus the central point within 
the city, held by the rebels, was now in the hands of our troops. 
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At a shott'distance ffom that position^ and partly hidden by other 
buildings, were the ruins of what had until the previous day been the 
residence of the notorRAis Moulvie,^ by whose orders, in the earlier 
days ol the muting, several of our countrymeh and countrywomen 
whe had fallen into the hands of the rebels were put to death. As our . 
trooi>s now entered the enclosure within which those ruins 8t<^, they ^ 
came upon two gory heads of British yoldiers, who had during recent 
operations been captured by the rebels. The Moulvie had, however, 
escaped, but was known to be in the still unsubdued part of the, city, 
whence he exerted command over the rebels yet actively 
against our forces. 

«A communication of romantic and pathetic interest now reached the 
more ad^ced portion of our force. It detailed the fact that two* ladies ^ 
were in the hands o^the rebels, their lives threatened, their potion in 
o^r respects one of serious ^danger; it urged those into whpse hands 
it might fall to press onwards to their rescue. As subsequently trans- 
pired,'those ladies were held prisoners by Wajid Ali, and by him treated 
with some degree of consid^tion, so much so that suspicion was 
brought upon him in respect to his fidelity to the rebel cause. He it 
was also who sent, by the hand X>{ his brother, to the nearest British 
officer, the letter alluded to. Instantly pn receipt of it, Captain 
McNeil and Lieutenant Bo^e, at the head of a rescue parfy of Ghoorkas, * 
started under the guidance of the bearer of the letter. Thi house in 
which the ladies were was quickly reached; the two captives were 
])laced in doolies, and together with their protector escorted, not with* 
out much difficulty and risk, to the camp of Gefieral Maegregor. 

While these operations were in progress, one or other regimental sur* 
geon was constantly with the fighting line, rendering what aid was 
practicable to those struck down; and here it is well to mention that 
whenever officer dr soldier felt himself wounded, his first call was for 
the doctor.’’ Nor is it to be quMioned that the moral effect of our 
presence was^ery considerable; the presence of a hand to soccour im* 
parted confidence. « , 

As soon as practicable, the wounded were withdrawn to our hospital 
tents, and there their injimes more parttcaWly attended to. While work 
in front was in pr^ress, and as a consequence that irfhospital was most 

active, I was on an occasion Occupied during twilight in so affording 

e * • 

t The Moulvie of Fyabed, kaown by the naioc of Ahmed Alee Shah (elio called * 
Khmed OuU Shah), was a native of Areot, ia the Madras Prysidency. He was said 
to understand English and to have been a mao of acumen and boldness. He was 
ultimately killed at Powiyne. 

* Mrs. Orr and MissJackaoiL 
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aid to a wounded soldier just brought in, myself on my Jcpees*on the 
ground and leaning over him. A touch on my^shoulder, and then in a 
soldier’s voice, ” Here, sir, put that in you^ phavcrsack," the action 
accompanying the waf 4 , and the man passed on his yay, my attention t^o 
muchioccupied to observe his appearance. Wh^n work was done and 
I returned to my tent, I examined my havessock ; I found therein a 
brick of silver, of sufficient sise to make, as subsequently it did, a 
tea and coffee service, the donor remaining unknown. The circum* 
stance is noted, as in contrast to that already mentioned, in whicli 
an officer was concerned. 

A visit to the Martinibre revealed the effects of recent operations 
agains| that building ; statues and other works of art dilapidated, 
brokenf and in ruins; doors an<l other woodwork torn and split, waifs, 
ceilings, conidors injured in every possible way, 'arge masses of debris 
at particular places indicating those upon which shot and shell had been 
most heavily directed. From the summit of the building we traced'Au 
route by which, in the previous October, the relieving force had Reeled 
its advance, together with some of the buildings historically associated 
with that gallant feat, including the Y^ow House, Secundm ))agh, 
Mess House, and Motcc Mahal. , « 

Ir^our field hospital the wreck of our glorious victory*' was to be 
seen in plenty \ officers and soldiers, wounded, maimed, or in various 
insunces terribly burnt and (^sfigured by explosions; many groaning 
in their*agooy, dthers placidly bearing their sufferii\gs, a few unconscious 
to pain, the deatb>raUle in their throats—all arranged on pallets, and 
far less comfortably sewi to than were their comrades fortunate enough 
to be taken into their own regimental hospitals. 

The streets along which the loth had so recently forced its way to 
the Kaiser Bagh presented a scene of utter devastation: walls blackened, 
loopholed, shattered with shobholes various sues, she buildings roof* 
lesi and tenantless exoept by dead bodies gashed or torn by bullets, 
their cotton*wadded dothiog burning, sickening odoun therefrom 
contaminating the air; heaps of dibrU everywhere, furniture, utensils 
and dead bodies, all mixed up together; breaches made by heavy guns to 
make way for advancing infantry, round shot by which they had been 
effected; domes, $x one time gilded and otber^Kse oinamental, but now 
dilapidated and charred; costly fumitpre, oi^paintings once of gres^ 
value, omamenul glass and china sueped about, and» everysf|iere to 
be seen; omamenul garden lakes bl^k from gunpowder cast into 
them; the gardens •trodden down, moaaic work of dstems broken infi> 
fragments. At Secundm Bagh, where on November i6 some two 
thousand sepoys perished at the hands of the sjrd and 93rd Regiments, 
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the bones of the slain, ^ow, four months after the event, lay in heaps, a 
heavy odour of decomposiHon pervading the enclosure. 

At the Residency a Htep irregular-shaped pit immediately outside the . 
Bailee Guard mark£ j the spot where, in the latfcr days of the memor¬ 
able siege, the rebels ^ad prepared thdr mine against the defenders of 
that i>osition ; inside and close to the same entrance were the remains^. 
of the countermine by which the oi^er^tiona connected with the former 
were detected, and itself sprung upon the besiegers. The door of 
that gateway, penetrated and tom by bullets \ buildings roofless and 
bespattered with shot-marks, including that where ladies and chil¬ 
dren spent the cighty-five days to which the siege extended, and that 
in which Sir Henry Lawrence received his death-wound,—th^ whole 
])resentihg an epitome of what war implies, not to be forgotten. ^ 

For some time after Lucknow was virtually in the power of oui* force 
d^ultory fights continued to occur at places in and around the city. 

In the portions actually held by our troops, isolated men occasionally 
fell hf a rebel bullet. Among other casualties, two officers had the 
misfortune to fall into the of the sepoys, by whom they were put 
to death, and their heads, so report said, borne away as tro])hies. 

No *80oner had the principal^ positions held by the rebels been 
captured from them than their flight from /he city began, at first In 
small bodies, but rapidly increasing in numbers as chaijncts of egress'. 
became known among them. Although without artillery, considerable 
numbers carried their small arms, while others were content to abandon ^ 
everything, and seek only their own safety. One armed body of the fugi¬ 
tives, while endeavouring to get away in the diitction of the Alumbagh, 
was fallen upon by our troops and severely dealt with; in other directions, 
however, the fact became known that large bodies eflfected their escape 
without being attacked, in places where no special difficulties inter¬ 
vened,—nor did dxplanation of the circumstance transpire. 

Several field columns were immediately organized and dispatched along 
different routes known or believed to have been taken by the escaped 
rebels. Years afterwards the gallant service; performed by one of those 
columns ^ were detailed in a published Biography. Other bodies found 
their way to the neighbourhood of Azimghur and there united with a 
considerable force of their brethren, which had on March ai defeated 
*a small body of British roopi * Atrowlea, obliging it to retire within 
entrenchments at the first-named city. 


^ sir Hope Graot,K.C.B. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

1838. TUB AZIUr.nVR FIELD FORCE 

The for^e eskraporUeJ—Jounpore—Tigra—Atitnghiir—Prwiigc^CMddttCT*—Pur- 
suing*column—Mr. VcnnMes — Night march—Pamful oewi — (ih^pore-^ 
Recrnss t he Ganges—Arruh—Vreparmtioni —Bcheea ugd ispore—Resting— 
TuSgie fight—Chitowrah—Heat and csbauiUoD—Wurk under difTicuUies—Our 
C(>mmU|ariat lost—Perixi—Bivoaac—Return *t<i camp—Threatened attack— 
VUloge destroyed—Our physical condition—Dhulerppore—Preparing for ati.Tdh 
—Guns recaptured—A ad, duty performed—Sick and wounded—Messenger 
m utilated—Keish wa—Slaogh ter—Force 10 Puxar—N on^efTuelives—The force 
ceases to exist—General onlcri, thanks* and hlita. 

T he task of the 10th was looked^upon as finished; the regiment 
» had been sixteen years in Indi^ the entire period continuously 
yitL the plains. ^Vtlh^n ex^ession of glee on the part of the men was 
the order nyeifed to commence^ our homeward marchi—that is, to pro- 
• ceed towards Cklcutt^ there to embark for England. On the 28th 
of March the regiment turned its back on Lu^now ; after several 
hours of weary progress it reached its camping ground. About mid* 
night we were roused from slumber Vf the arrival of a cavalry escort 
and Staff Officer, with orders that the regiment should march forthwith 
towards Goorsagunge, there to form part of a field force under com¬ 
mand of Brigadier-General Lugard, its object to raise grhat had become 
the' siege of Azimghus by the combated rebel forces just mentioned. 
Before ten o’clock on the 29th our soldiers, to use their own expression, 

* had **done twenty-eight miles of road, heel and to^” disappointed at 
the unexpected change id destioatiod, but also, in their own phrase, 
** ready for the new work cut esut for them.** Other portions of what 
was to be the Aymgfaur Field Force ^ quicklf reached the appointed 
rendezvous, and the process of o^anigation wfs complete. Then wc, 
learned that the combined rebel force under Koer Singh surrounded 
' Azimgbur ; that a body of British, while <h route thither f^m itnzxcs, 

• • 
} l^oinpriMd 10th, 34th, aad 84th Regimeats, t,yoo Sikh cavalry, a portion ot 
^ miUlaiy train as cavaliy. and three batteries of artillery. X was prindpd medical 
officer, also in cbwge of the Staff, in additioo to ay regimental dntia. 
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liad suHeied severely while in conflict with them; that therefore the 
rapid advance of that under General Lugard was urgently called for, 

Continuing our from day to day, we traversed much of the 

coute by which ouc advance upon Lucknow hab recently lain, it being 
marked by whitened bones of men slain, ruins of villages, ahd huts 
destroyed by Arc; otherwise no event w<^rth notice occurred until the 
9th of April, by which date we had r^ched Budlapore* On the mom> 
ing of that day our force marched from its camp at s a«m., proceeding 
thence direct to Jounpore, a distance of twenty miles. There iqforma* 
tion was received that the rebel troops around A^imghur were com¬ 
manded by Mcndhee Hussuo, Koer Singh being present with them. 

Men and animals, tired out by fatiguing marches, were equdly con¬ 
strained to make one day's halt On the morning of the i ith' informa¬ 
tion led General Lugard to deviate from the regular route and p.\)cecd 
towards Tigra, situated on'our left, adjoining the left side the river 
Goomtee, the rebels under Gholam Hussun being reported to have there 
takefl up a position. A reconnoitring ])arty speedily discovered the 
point taken up by about s^rebels srith two guns; they were at once 
attacked by our irregular cavalry, eighty of their number killed, the 
remainder di8i)ersed, though thl^ small affair lost the life of Lieutenant 
Havelock, cousin of our Adjutant , 

Another day's halt to'rest our men and animals; the heat already, 
severe, F. in our tents. Resuming our prQgrcss, our^orce arrived 
within striking distance of Asimghur after darkness of the night had' 
closed ID, and bivouacked on the position assigned to us, the rebels 
for some time disturbing our rest by their bullets that kept dropping 
among our ranks. With dawn on the 15th the several members of our 
body militant were at their posts, prepared for the work before them. 
As the 10th moved forward past a strip of dense jungle that skirts the 
river Tonse, a sftart Are was opened upon us from the thicket, as ,also 
from a grove at some* distance Aross that strekm. The Arst of these 
positions t8as at once attacked by our artillery, the infantry rapidly 
following; by means of a dilapidated bri^e hastily repaired, some 
cavalry and artillery got across and so attacked the second Other 
portions of our force i^re engaged wit^ similar activity at the points 
assigned to them respectively, the result being, thes after losing con< 
siderably in their numbers, the^bels fled pell-meU, and as we entered 
the ooly*80ine of their killed and wounded were aD}rwhere met 
^with. It was subsequently found that they bad lost some guns, much 
equipage and stores, and that, under command of iCoer Singh, they were 
in full flight towards the Ganges. 

When, as already mentionedi the rebels from their position in the 
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jungle opened fire upon the loth, thb demeanour of our hait]ened 
as they were by long seryice io India, and accu^med to the work ot 
«war, was such as vividly to illustrate the advantages of having o\^ 
soldiers under such cifcumstancea. Although tak^n by surprile, our 
men ^vered not; with equanimity our Colopet,^ u he turned 
towards them, said, ** Steady^^nen, steady/’ There was a sharp fire of 
• musketry into the brushwood, ic^tantly followed by a charge with the 
Ixiyonet; native voices were heard as the sepoys recognised the sob 
diers they had to deal with, calling to their comrades, £Aagif, hluigo 
bhaiy dus^ puHan f7^<s’*(Run, brothers, run; the toth have come). A 
minute more, and those who escaped bayonet tltrusts by our meu 
were incapid flight 

Kesuldng from the day’s encounter a considerable number of deacf 
had tv^)e intened, and wounded attended ta For the latter accommo- 
dation had^to be procured, as well as for our sick, whose numbers had 
been rendered considerable by the great fatigue and exposure unde/^ 
gone during our recent long and arduous marches. As a guard to^hosc 
80 provided for, as well as to hold the ci^now in our power against 
further attack, and leave our force unencumbered for further action, 
the 34th was detailed to fulfil both duties. • 

A column under comman^ of Brigadier l>ougIas started in pursuit of 
,\ht body of rebels ^directly under Roer Singh. They having made 
a stand agaiast \)6ugl^ as toorwas the first panic of defeat had some* 
^what sufisided, ^he pursuing column was on •17th reinforced by 
additional artillery, cavalry, and part of the 84th. Within a few hours 
thereafter the sound of active firing told us what was taking |>|ace; then 
the arrival of wounded men declared tUkt serious work was being done. 
In due time we learned that the rebels bad been defeated, a hundred 
of their number killed, and one of their guns captured. 

Among the wounded $0 brought in was Mr. Venables, an indigo 
l^anter, a typical representative of the<ough, ready, and energetic men 
who collectively become the makers of Greater Britain. Mr. Venables 
had, by his own force of character, prevented open revolt in the district 
of Azimghur after the xyth N.I. had mutinied, and, by means of levies 
raised and commanded by himlelf, repelled^ an attack by the latter ; sub* 
sequestly on varioas occasions he was in actual conflict i^ainst the rebels. 
Gangrene of the wounded shoulder took place, gad withiira very short* 
time his death occurred, much to the sorrow and regret of tbos^of us 
with whom he had been associated. After his death it was discovered 
that ^e *wore upon bis bosom the wedding ring of his deceased wife/ 


* WiUUn Fenwick, this whom a more oprigbt msa coold not be osmeU. 
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She Had died at Azun^hur, and noV his body was laid in a grave close 
{0 the remains of her for whom his affecUon was manifest in tangible 
form* s % 

^ On the a3rd (general Lugard learned tbit notwithstanding their 
^cent defeat the scbels under Koer Singh were advancing, la if to 
threaten Ohazeporc. At 9 p.m. our forci^ tvas in motion towards them. 
The night march was long and trying; for some hours our way was > 
enlivened by the dear moonlight, but the air was hot and sultry. 
Occasional halts were necessary to enable the men to rest for a little, 
and refresh themselves with draughts of water. Arrived at Mj>humdec 
next rooming, several hours elapsed before camp equi|)age arrived 
and tents were pitched, for as on various previous occasions our men 
outmarched their transport traia Tliere news reached dmp that 
Koer Singh had sb far succeeded that nearly all the men commanded 
by him had got across thC Ganges; but that Douglas, having arrived 
^nd opened fire upon them from the left bank, their chief had been 
severely wounded,^ and of themselves many put kors dt 

I^ter in the day the p^i^ul news circulated in camp that a small 
force, composed of men of 35th, the Naval Brigade, and some Sikhs, 
sent from Airah to intercept ^he rebels then in rapid flight from tho 
Ganges to Jugdisporc, had met with disaster at their hands. The force 
referred to was that under the command of Captain Le Grand, 3Stlt. 
Regiment. . ^ . 

Two successive marches during the hottest perioif ot eacif day, anch 
we were at Gha/eporc. Officers and men, forced by reason of seasonal 
temperature to dispense with outer uniform, wc»re only khaku trousers 
and woollen shirts, the sleeves turned up for sake of comfort Thus 
equipped, dusty, and grimy, our aspect presented a sorry contrast to 
the neat and in some instances elegant turn-out of men and women who ' 
rode out from cantonments to see our force march into camp. 

Resumii^ the march next morning, the ocdurrence of a rain storm 
drenched us, but even that was an agreeable relief in the great heat and 
dust heretofore prevailing, h^o halt took place, but throughout that 
day and following night our wearied men continued what was indeed 
their forced march, fiy daylight on* May a we anived at Synhee 
Ghat There, by means of steamers ready for the purpose, the work of 
• crossing the'Ganges rapidly ptoceeded, and by 9 a.m. we were in the 
Am 4 district We were now reunited to the column which under 

Douglas had been recently sent on from Azimghuri it having succeeded 

# 

^ Of that wound Koer Singh soon thercaner died. The command of bii fom* 
then fell to Umeer Singh. 
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ia Koer Singh's men froraT falling upon Anah afies inflicting 

on a small body of our troops the disaster already mentioned. , 

Not until the 4th were all our stores and «^uipment transferred 
to the right side of the r^re^, and our force in readiness for further work., 
The follbwing morning our camp was pitched at Arrab^i and |hus 
opportunity afforded us to viM^j)laces in and aAund that station with 
• which some recent paintul events grere associated. A building occupied 
a few months past by a civil servant now presented the appearance of 
a .star-shaped fort from the embrasures of which the murzles of guns 
projected^; masses of ruins told where other bungalows had been. 
There stood the smalt fortified house» its walla loopholecl and battered 
by rebel i)uUets, a memorial o( the gallant defence made by Hcrwald^ 
Wake an(f his few comrades until relieved by Major Eyre. At little 
distance eastward from the city is the scene of th<f great disaster o! 
July 30, already alluded to more than onc<f; the road by whidi our 
men had marched, bordered on either side by isolated houses, at one* 
spot by a clump of toddy ^ palms, at another by a tope of mango 
trees; there the Hindoo temples at which^was said,certain of our 
men on that occasion were offered as sacrifices to Kali; there the trees 
on which others were hung, though, as ^pressed by those on the %pot, 
the events referred to are as as possible ** hushed up." 

Information reached General Lugard that thb rebels in considerable 
force had taken up a position at»Jugdi$pore. He resolved to march 
*eipon and ^tack them without unnecessary delay. *All extra establish* 
roent and equipment was left to be retained in store; sick and men 
otherwise noD*effective Vlimioated; commissariat and transport suitc<l 
for service on which we were about to enter, alone set apart for the 
purpose; mobility and efficiency the two riualities held in view. 

In the lightest possible marching order our advance began on May 27. 

While it was yet dark, thirteen miles of road were got over^ two more after 

da^eak, we then arrived at our intended campihg ground; our only 

incident the capture of a spy,* in the act of counting the numbers and 

noting the composition of our column. Jite rebels had determined to 

oppose us ew For that purpose they took up a position in a tract 

of jungle through which the rdkd extended nw B^eea; there our 

artillery opened fire upon them, and thence they were i^ickly expelled. 

The aspect of the sky portended a dostHtorm ;«it was ffSW upon us 

with all the usual violence of such meteors, the air so ladSn with^ust 

that for a time aU was dark Then came a deluge of rain, soaking us 

# 

^ wt receiFed GoFemmat Geoerm] Orders relating to the isle Joupore Field 
IJercc, my name io the list of those neetioacd." 

> Captured by nytelf aad daly banded over. 
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•comt>leui/» converting the hitbdto parched ground into a swamp, but 
^reducing the temperature from loo^ to 85^. As the sky became clear, 
^ strong body of rebels were observed advancing towards ua < At onc^ 

^a paicy was dispatched against them; brisk fi^e by the artillery, then 
^^ur cavalry dashed iu among them; they broke up and soon dis¬ 
appeared in the jungle. All through n^ night the camp was on the 
alert; pickets [xotrolled in all direcU^ns. In early morning of the 91!^' 
our advance was resumed. 

During the march parties of rebels hovered on either flank, but at a 
safe distance from our column. As we neared the town of Jugdispore the 
enemy advanced upon us from front and flanks. When they came within 
striking distance, our column, already prepared for such an emergency, 
took the initiative; our meni to use their own expression; ** went at 
tliem with a will** Before sunset that town, together with thea>alace of 
Koer Singh, were in our possession. 

The loth was a day of comparative quiet; men had to rest aAer 
thek arduous work; those prostrated by heat and fatigue be attended to, 
information obtainediregarding movements of the fugitive enemy, and 
arrangements made for further action against them. While our force 
was'thus enjoying comparative quiet, news reached our commander 
that the rebels had taken up a position at Chitowrah, situated deep 
in a dense jungle, some seven miles distant frdm our present camp^ 
tlut a column comprising the 6 th Jl^giment was ixi a, position near 
Peroo to ccK>perale with us; that the column under Sir Hugh Ross 
was steadily closing around Jhansi; and that io Rohilcund our troops 
liad obt^ed several important successes. • 

In the forenoon of the i itft a suffident guard for its protection being 
leA in camp, a strong body ^ of our force marched to attack the rebel 
l>o 8 ition at Chitowrah. It had not proceeded mote than three miles 
when an earthwork across the road for a short time intenupted pro¬ 
gress; that obstade'Overcome! a heavy fire from the dense jungK'on 
our flanks^and front opened upon us. As a reply our artillery opened 
with grape, after which skirmishers dashed into the thick forest, with thie 
result that they carried all before them; but pursuit was impossible by 
reason ot its density. ^ 

The heat of *ihe day, great as it was in the opex\ gronnd, was over¬ 
powering we ^ravened the forest already mentioned. It was' 

forti|pate for all of us that this contingency had been foreseen and 
provided for by General Lugard; skins fuU of water, carried by 
elephants, camelSj and bullocks, forming pan of our equipment on the 

^ Comprising toth Foot, Milttsry Train Madias ArtUkry, Madras Rifles. 
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occasion. At short intervals of time Aid distancci soldiers and officers 
indiscriminately placed themselves under the open mouths of those ^ 
skinst had their heads and clothing drenched; |hen continuing thei& 
march until the hot wiod^fTected complete evaporatt<^ they i^ai^and ^ 
again underwent a simitar ordeal Nevertheless, magy staggered, some^ 
fell from heat and exhaustiSKi^hers gasped forHireath. Considerable 
Vurnbers had to be brought along ig doolies; among those so prostrated 
was Colonel Fenwick.^ Exhausted as we were, it was fortunate for us 
that our enemies were wanting in resolution to take advantage of our 
<’ondition.^ 

Wearied and fatigued as were men and olTiccn, little in the way of 
food was, needed. Tea—-that cver-^eeable beverage under such 

circumstatftes—was about the only thing obtainable at the time, ilest 
was out of the question during the night Impressions df the day^s work, 
repeated piftgj of musketry from the adjoining^ungle, the thud ot bullets 
on the ruin^ walls among which we lay, the occasional arrival of ' 
wounded men,~all combined to banish sleep; while to those engaged in 
looking after sick and wounded, whose numl^gg had become consider* 
able, their work left them worn out and exhausted. 

Daylight of the rath revealed to us thw scene of action. In jungle 
recesses»mangled corpses; iy the ruins, now utilised as ** barracks’' 
foT effectives, and hospital for those struck do wit, whether by wounds or 
sickness, heav> moans of the suffering were intermingled with coarse 
^ts of their more fortunate comrades. The unplea^t fact transpired 
that our commissariat supplies had fallen into the hands of the rebels, 
while the force was engSged against there in the jungle as already 
mentioned. Breakfast for men and oftcers became a meal more 
nominal than real; orders were issued for the march to be resumed 
southward, so that our force might the more effectively co-operatc 
with another making its way from that direction. • 

'E^y in the afternoon our force was oa its marclrtowards Peroo, with 

a view to effect that junction. As we advanced, the forest became less 

and less dense; emerging therefrom into ogen country, the burnt remains 

of huts and villages were passed. Some stray shots reached us from 

small concealed bodies of the eiftmy, but these were quickly silenced 

by parties of our detached for that purpose. Witlfout opposition 

in more serious form we arrived, while it wa^v still de^ttght, at a 

mango top^ io which we bivouacked for the ni^t, idl neceyary 

pfecautions being fint taken against surprise. During that night a 

• 

' An^hdi^nblc mu, conaidmte ao<2 ttralglitrprward id officUl as io private 
tc.lauoni, Ke bad dfecttd much durii^ the tune be beki oonmaod to restore 
to their norwal state things already aUnded to. 
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thunderstorm burst over us; thi^ was followed by heavy downj^ur 
of rain, which soake<f us to a degree that made sorry objects of us, 
liituated as wc then sr^re, and at the same time reduced the ground 
that Armed our beds to the condition of a marSh. 

^ A raid was mau^ upon cattle and rice, both oC which weiS; found 
among some mined b&ts ; the former wre shot, and with the latter 
cooked, thus meal thus provided beipg savoury or otherwise according 
to whether individuals bad or had not in their haversacks a stnall reserve 
of salt. At dawn next morning a strong party was detached to bring in 
supplies sent on to us from camp. It was not long before that e^scort was 
engaged with the rebels by whom it was attacked tn touit^ and having 
defeated them, proceeded to obtain the needed supplies, with,which in 
'due it returned to us. As a part of that escort were soine young 
soldiers of the 6th Foot, recently arrived from the Cape of Goo'^. Hope. 
On their onival back from that duty they were in so exhausted a condition 
that when time arrived to break up our bivouac they had to be removed 
by neons of bullock-carts, elephants, and gun-carriages; the older 
soldiers of the same part^|jhough much exhausted, were able to resume 
the march with their respective companies. 

ln«the great heat now prevaUing, the distance of nineteen miles that 
separated us from our standing camp was got over by ten o’clock that 
day; many so exhausted'that, unable to keep up'with the column, th^ 
followed as best they could, arriving as so^ many stragglers, but 
fortunately for theiUi unmolested and undiscovered by the rebel?. 
During the absence of our column, our camp, left under protection 
of the S^th, was threatened by the rebels, r^io, however, were easily 
beaten off. 

An attempt, made by men engaged for the purpose, to bum down 
the jungle—work in which had already cost us the lives of many men— 
was but partially successful. While at one point this was in progress, 
from anoth^ came indications of attack by a considerable body of'well- 
armed rebels. The loth were quickly in movement towards them, a few 
of their bullets telling among^our ranks. Soon, however, the enemy 
disappeared in the dense forest our men returning to the comparative 
quiet and comfort of their tents. ^ 

Short was the rest enjoyed by them. On the tl|ird day an attack 
from our was directed upen two villages occupied by the rebels in 
our jiear vimnity. Similar attacks on other villages succeeded each 
other; a convoy with supplies from our base at Amh arrived; attempts 
on a larger scale than heretofore to bum down the forest were made, 
but unsuccessfully; and so, with the hot season upon us, did all cm-. 
cemed try their best to carry out the general work we had to do. " ' 
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idea of the physical coodilioo of our troops n^y^best be 
gathered from the pardculars now to be given. Sdon after the middle 
of May fevers and bowel disorders had become yery prevalent among^ 
them ; in other ways thef suffered severely from the prevailing heaCand 
fatigue. vAs to myself, according to my diary, “from^fhe time I became 
attacked at Aumgbur, I Raitp found it impossible to throw off my 
*Jllness, and*now am exhausted ari&^debUitated to a great degree by the 
continued heat. Were it not my duty Co hold out for the benefit of my 
wife and children, I would certainly apply for sick leave By that time, 
although our force had been only ten days in the field and jungle near 
Jugdispore, the number of non-efiTectives was so great as to seriously 
impair it^ efficiency and mobility; as many of these as could be so 
disposed of were accordingly sent under strong cavalry escort to A4fah. 
Cases o^unstrokc were of occasional occurrence, tiiough far less so 
than we had expected. Our transport suS'cried scarcely, if at all, in a 
less degree than our men, thus still further adding to the daily increai* 
ing difficulties under which we were expected to act as an efficient force. 
Another phase of our difficulties arose from the want of vegetables as 
part of our food. From the day when we firsl took the field supplies in 
this respect have been absent, the result being that men and officers 
are mor^ or less suffering from land scur^. 

•On the sotb our forte made an attack on th^ village of Dhuleeppore, 
recently destroyed, but in the ri^ns of which a body of rebels had 
^sembled.* The* result of that attack was discomfiture to them, 
though, unhappily, unusually heavy loss to the assailants. 

Then followed a few di^ of comparative rest to our men ; mean* 
while the rebels roccupied the position from which so recently they 
had been driven. Arrangements were accordingly made for a renewed 
attack on that place. 

At daylight on the soth out force was in motion : on^ portion by a 
road just within the skirt of jungle, a second along^the plain on which 
the affair of a few days before took place. As they drew close upon 
(he rebel position, fire was opened from two howitzers captured cm the 
occasion of the disaster to the party under Captain Le Grand already 
mentioned. Three rounds wert' fired before the jotb and 84th were 
able ''to get at** the rebels. Once among Diem, the guns were 
* quickly recaptured^ many of the gonnen killed, thg rebels k Sight Our 
men returned to their tents. # ^ 

* Our camp ground had become so offensive, and otherwise objection* 
able, that, leaving f^ a time a body of our force sufficiently strong to 
holdjtf own in case of emergency, the larger portion, under orders by 
G^ral Lugard, proceeded to take up a fresh position. The move 
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involved e anarch of four miles upwards. While cn rwte wc 
traversed the scene of^I^e Grand's disaster. Isolated bones, some partly 
gnawed, lay 8cattere<^^>out; fragments of utensils of sorts strewed the 
lurfK^,—sad relics, in their several ways, of Ae episode referred to. 
^ halt was made; /l)e fragments of what had been gallant men carefully 
collected and most reverently interred. W^Then resumed our way. ^ 

The numbers of sick and wounded^ had now exceeded thTe capacity 
of our transport; it became a matter of necessity to get rid of them, so 
that the force might be left ready prepared for further action. Being 
provided with a strong cavalry escort, I started with a full convoy of such 
nomeifectives. Wc traversed a piece of country directly in front of the 
^rebels, halting under the shelter of a mango tope during the hottest 
houi 9 of daylight; resumed the journey at nightfall, and readied Arrah 
before daybreak. There the sick and wounded were dispose of in 
hospital; our return jourftey quickly resumed, and without adventure 
we were again with our force in time for further work. 

A'few days prior to the date now reached, a messenger had been 
sent with dispatches from ^ncral Lugard to the ofScer in command of 
a column cooperating with his own. The man presented a sorry 
])lighf as he returned to camp ;*^his nose cut olT, his right hand severed 
at the wrist, his face and other parts of his person besmeared with 
blood, himself faint, l)eirildered, and daz^. After a time he related 
the story of his capture. He had reached his destination without mis¬ 
hap, had delivered .the dispatches of which he wa^ bearer^ received 
those in reply, and started on his return journey with them. While 
passing.^b^ngh a rebel village on his way he was arrested, his papers 
taken from him, he himself o^ered for execution, as traitor and spy. 
On the pica that in the state of mutilation inflicted upon him his appear- 
ance would be more deterrent among possible waverers in the rebel' 
cause than would be the fact of his being put to death, the extreme 
penalty was commuted. * 

A body of rebels having destroyed an indigo factory and taken up a 
position at Kishwa, our force started at 3 a.ro. on the snd of JuneT 
towards that point. As we approached it, a heavy though happily 
ineflectoal lire was o^ed against dur ranks. The xoth matched 
steadily onwardl. The rebels did not long remain to permit our men 
to close with Them; peH-meU Ihey fled, the Madras guns sending several 
chaifes of grapeehot after them, the cavalry then taking np the pur¬ 
suit We afterwards bivouacked in the open. 

Driven thence, the rebels returned to their former potition at 
Chitowrah. By daylight on the 4th of June our force advanced' nnon, 
them in two separate columns: the one along the narrow jungle r&d 
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alAady mentioned; the other, uirder the command of* Brigadier 
Douglas, by the southern border of the same jungle. As we neared 
.the densest part of forest, in the heart of which that hunting seat pf 
Koer Singh, we luddenfy found ourselves exposed in a 6emi<ircle of 
fire in front and both our flacks; fortunately withqjfr much damage 
6ur numbers. There was a. momentary halt, then a cheer, and into 
. the forest* dashed the loth, tnoting to their bayonets rather than 
their rifle fire. The rebels fled, at first through and from the thicket 
whence their attack had been nude, our men following close upon 
them ; pext,« through mins of houses and enclosures; through a 
cactus hedge, across an open plain, our soldiers gaining upon them 
in the {ace, the result lieing a loss to our enemies of ninety-four, 
fallen Vf bayonet thrust of our regiti^ent alone. Wearied* an<f 
exhauswd, a short rest had to be allowed to merf and officers. In 
our return journey towards camp we again traversed the ground over 
which the running fight described had taken place; the rebels killed' 
in the early part of the day were represented by so many masses of 
skeletons, blood covered, some few shreds of flesh still adhering, 
thus teiJing what had been the work done in the interval by jackals, 
dogs, and vultures. * * 

The«immediate result of t^c rebel defeat at Chitowrah was that their 
force divided itself iifto small parties, each of which seemed to proceed 
on its own pinifiative, some as, marauders, otheri with the apparent 

* > object of'makinff for Buxar, and thence across tjie Ganges. With a 

view to act against the latter, a portion of our force, reduced as it now 
was by casualties and ftekness, was placed under command of £rigadier 
Douglas, and proceeded on the duty assf^ed to it. 

To the regret of all associated with him, General Lugard completely 

* broke down in health; several of the oflicers were ill or hod been in* 
valided ; the numbers of our soldiers who had become son^fTective was 
very large. Under the^urcumstances its which w»were thus placed, the 
fact became evident that unless it was intended by the responsible 

* authorities that our force should be permitted to melt away and so 
cease to exist, a speedy return to cantonments was necessary to 
preserve that portion which stilT existed of its component elements. 

Greats therefore, was the relief with which, in obedience to orders to 
return to cantonments, we marched away from Jugdispore en June 15. 
Our first day’s march wis no more than six miles long, (^rjnen, 
however, had no longer the stimulus of expected fight to brace them 
up i many fell out /a mUct to come in as stragglen during the day. 
Cf'ttffiuing our journey, we once again passed through Airab, then 
crossed the Soane, marching into quarters at Dioapore on the I9tb of 
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that month.. The Azimghur Field Force had done the work assigned 
(o it, and now ceased to exist as snch. 

• The anival of Genlrtl Orders,^ in which were contained the o^hcial, 
^ispat%het relating to work performed by the fo^ce of which we had so 
flMsecentJy fonned a part, became naturally e^ugh an event of import¬ 
ance to most of us, gl^atificatJOn to some, disappointment to othersl 
Much praise was accorded to the ^oth Regiment, as a Whole, for 
arduous work efficiently done, and special reference made to individual 
officers whose services were mentioned" in those dispatches. 
Paragraph 19 of the Orders in question gave the report by Si^ Edward 
Lugard thus: 2 beg most especially to recommend to His Excellency’s 

/notice - [myself], Surgeon of the loth Foot and Senior •Medical 

OfTicItr in charge of this force; bb exertions have been ^intiring; 
though at times suffering from sickness, he never quitted his fost, but 
continued his valuable superintendence. I feel more indebted to him 
* than I can express.” With reference to which the entry made in my 
dhry at the time was: I am thankful to God for having enabled 
me to fu6l my duties sat^actonly, and, for the sake of my dear wife 
and children, hope advancemcot may speedily follow so handsome an 
acknowledgment of services performed ” A few days afterwards we 
had the further graiihcatioo of reading Orders” awarding to each of us 
six months’ batta. * 


* Govemmeat General Oden, dated Allahabad, June 16, 
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CHAPTER XVII 

1858 - 1859 . DtliAPORE. PLYMOUTH 

Kecord of^veBl*—V mioo*—P foelamiIi'in—rarliameBUry<leb»le»—Sikhs—C^oork* 

Rainy seuon^Last o( II. Rebel forceft—Native commenti— 

Wftivaot lur A.M.D.—^abjecti of Ulk-«The drama emlcd^Peryonal eha^^in— 
l^'areweU «ervic«^March away^ParUnatK—Ror^^n^e^EmWk tad 
Order b^ Government-^On board klujwEn|;)and. 

4 

A PERIOD of rest in cantonments had become a matter of 
necessity to restore physical e^licienJ^ to our regiment, worn 
out as men and officers were by serv^e in the field. The ordinary 
duties^incideotal to barrack existence India were performed by al 1 | 
our spare time devoted to {urrent records of events announced from 
' day to day the newspapers. few examples now follow. 

No socner had oui’ force departed from Jugdispore than the rebels 
returned to their former positions in the extensive'jungle by which that 
place is surrounded. «Anioxig the proceedings taking place elsewhere 
was the defeat, b/ Sir Hope Grant, of a strong rebel force at Nawalv 
gunge. In the vicinity of Shahjehanpore, the Moulvie already men* 
tion was killed by the troops of a Rajah^ who had risen against his 
authority. Gwalior bad bera re^captured; the Ranee^of Jhansi killed 
while leading her troops at that place against the. Central India Force. 
Reports of disa/Tecrion in certain Bombay regiments. In our own near 
neighbourhood, a threatened outbreak by the prisoners in Patna gaol 
led to the dispatch thither df two companies o( the loth. The rebels 
had collected in a body of eonsiderable strength at Cbuprab, from 
which position they were committing depredatfbns ondrading boats on 
the Ganges; a pbition of the 35th wa% accordiBgiy diipatohed against 
them. Another party of reb^ threatening Bolliah, ^ detachment 
.of the loth preceded by steamer towards that {dace. Variou^Unes 

a 

' lfsn)$}y, juggemsth Sia^, Rsjah of Powayae, s sun who, la the early dtyt of 
^the motiay, bsdseted la a very aafesliag uum tosrsrds each fugitives ssfeli isto 
his beads. 
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of commiinication w^re kept open by parties of troops placed‘‘at 
suitable points along them. The position at Arrah was so strengthened 
as to be secure against attack. The arrival of ^ of gunboat 

intended for use on rivers was in its way important, as indicating the 
^^troduction of a new means of attack. 

At this time the issue of certain rroclamations by Govemmentf 
seemed to attract much attention ambng the rebels still in the field; 
the tenor of the one an invitation to them to lay down their arms, the 
other in elTect confiscating the property of landowners in Oude, with 
a few exceptions ‘‘It is all very well,” said they, ‘*to*invkc us to 
come in, lay down our arms, and accept forgiveness; but why make the 
offer^if you have the power to subdue us ? ” ** Hitherto, if we com¬ 
mitted murder, robbery, or burnt houses, we were hanged, imprisoned, 
or pul on the roads for life; now we have done all these thifigs, and 
^ we arc invited to accept forgiveness. Truly this is a great raj; may it 
live for ever t . . Adverting to the first of those Proclamatioos, 
Lord banning had expressed himself: “It is impossible that the justice, 
charity, and kindliness, ea well as the true wisdom which mark these 
words, should not be appreciated.” That is the way they were so. 
The itcond was at once caliVi “the Confiscation Proclamation”; 
its almost immediate effect, an outbreak of hostility among^ chiefs 
who were otherwise more or less ready to remaiq passive if nor 

actually favourable to existing law. ‘At a 8ubse(ji|ent'*date it was 
cancelled. 

The debates in Parliament on these dispatches and many other 
comments on them were daily perused with great interest, not only 
1 ^ ounelves, but, as we learnt, by the rebels still in arms, the several 
views expressed by them swiehow reaching cantonments. 

The publication of orders, in which it was considered that services 
performed by tHe Sikhs were referred to in exaggerated terms as com¬ 
pared with tlje purely'Brilish, iJtoduced for the time being one effect to 
which allusion may here be made. “Why," said a very intelligent 
officer of that nationality, whawas well known to most of us in can¬ 
tonments, “you admit yourselves that^wc saved India for you; if we 
can do that for you for^'gners, why should we not take the country for 
ourselves?” At the very time he spoke there were 8r,ooo Sikh troops 
in British employ. If was therefore not altogether subject of surprise 
to learn, as wi did, that a mutinous plot had been diKOvered in the 
^ loth Sikh Infantry at the distant station of Dhera Ishm^ Khan. 

Nor were matters satisfactory on the part of the Ghoorkhas, recently 
our “ allies.” The circumitance transpired that cormpondttoce had 
been discovered between some of the higher authorities of Nepaul and‘ 
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the Royal family of Oude; that Jing Babadiu had expressed Mmself 
dissatisfied with degree of acknowledgment aiwded by the Indian 
Government vices rendered by himself ai^^y bis troops. ^ 

With the advance of^e rainy season sickness and death made sad 
havoc ^mong our ranl(^ Meanwhile a state 0^ unrest among the., 
general population became more and more apparent, fanned as it 
was by reports circulated amon^ them that large reinforcements from 
England would speedily arrive. Nor was that unrest confined to the 
non-military sections; some of the remaining sepoys believed to be 
** staunep ” were said to have been detected in treasotuble correspon¬ 
dence with their brethren in open rebellion; that representatives of 
mutineers had taken service in the ranks of the police force. 

The IA of November, 1858, began an era memorable in the history 
of India. On that day was read at every military s^tion throughout 
the country the Proclamation by the Queen, declaring the transfer¬ 
ence to Her Majesty of the governing power hitherto exercised by* 
the Honourable East India Company, the loth Regiment and^ther 
troops occupying our present station being paraded at the civil station 
of Bankipore to impart additional splendour to an otherwise imposing 
ceremony. The Proclamation was read by the Commissioner <f the 
district^ an immense con<^our$e of natives being present on the 
occasion. * * 

• 

With refer^cj to the portionstof that Proclamation in which, under 
certain sp^ified londmons, pardon and amnesty are offered to rebels, 
the PunjaUi newspaper of October 30 publishes a return of the army 
still opposed to u^hrOude alone, comprising, according t(^ figures 
there given, 79 chiefs, with an aggregate of syt guns, 11,660 cavalry, 
341,100 lolaotry, or 153,760 men in all; an imposing force indeed, 

' considering that the suppression of the outbreak is declared to have 
been accoro|dished ♦ 

From the rebels still do the field, vadous comments on the terms so 
offered reached our cantonments. They considered that for crimes 
'committed the sepoys deserved punishment by death, nor could 
they understand the exemption to that penalty now expressed. ^As 
an earthquake**«^Htccordmg to^their prophets’*—^*has three waves, 
so will there be three shocks to British power m India: one we have 
just had ; a second will occur a few yeam hence >the last a«br a longer 
interval, when the British position in India will vanish.'' • 

' The arrival of papers with a new warrant ^ for the Medical Depart¬ 
ment of the Army naturally enough was of considerable interest to * 


^ Of October f, i$5$. 
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those of U6 .who belonged to that'branch of the miliUry service, 
expressed in my diary at the time: ** Most liberal it is, wiping away 
at one swoop the grieVances under which the Departec^nt has laboured, 
and m^lcing it, as it ought to be, one of the best, if not the very best, 

the Array.*’ Thdtgreat importance of the^^uties pertaining*to that, 
department in relation'to individual needs and general military eftici^ 
ency of a force was then prominently iwmy view from actual experience. 

Shortly after the Proclamation by Her Majesty was read, a counter 
document of similar nature was issued by the Begum of Lucknow; 
but the latter produced little if any effect upon the rebels jyr their 
chiefs, numbers of both coming in ” one after another to make their 
submission. An attempt was made by a leading journal ^ to ascertain 
the nhmber of persons who, being convicted of crimes against (he State, 
had suffered the i>enaUy of death. They were, according to thas paper, 
as follows, from the outbfeak of the Mutiny, namely:—]jy military 
^tribunal, executed by hanging, 8 f >; by civil tribunal, 300 ; the number 
shot by musketry, 6s8; blown from guns, 1,370 ; making a total of 
9,384. The deposed Delhi recently passed our station by 

steamer, 4 h r&uU to Calcutta, and finally to Rangoon, there to spend 
the remaining portion of his ll(e. The event gave rise to comment 
in respect to the action of the old king, against the Indian Govern¬ 
ment, including his correspondence with the Shah of Persia in. 
1856; his reputed sanction of atrocities at D<;!hi in M^y, '57; his 
correspondence with Lucknow, etc. Another subject of talk was the 
reported escape of the Nano, the truth of which was soon thereafter 
confirmed. Lastly, the publication of correspondence between Colonel 
Edwards, Sir John Lawrence, and the Viceroy,’ in respect to 
that portion of the Proclamation which related to native customs, 
religious and otherwise, afforded ample subject to discuss in our social 
coteries. * 

In the ea^ly days of 7859 came the welcomebrders that all detached 
parties of the loth should rejoin Headquarters, for the purpose of 
volunteering preparatory to the, departure of the regiment for England. 
Other cwdera directed various reductions to be made in military estab¬ 
lishments DOW in India; among them ^he withdrawal of several time* 
expired regimen &, and ^e return to their respective ships of the Naval 
Brigades terhpdhuily employed^ that regiments still in the field should 
proc^d to quartan; brigadiers commanding colnmni cease to hold 
^appointraents as such—thus declaring in effect that the campaign* 

‘ Friend 0f /mdta, December 9 , 1 858. * 

> Aftcrwaidf xuiiiced in Cbanben' J/isUrjf ^m//, page 607. 
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connected with the great Mutiny was ended But the fac):8«were well 
known that bodies of rebels and routineers we^ in the lield» special 
. forces actually Th^^yed against them \ that befits of disaffected 
taken refuge in Nepa%!. These and various other incidents were 
looked*upon as so man^supplements to the great ^raroa at the end dl 
which official orders declared that we had airived 

Now tKere occurred an event^te outcome of which to several men 
who, like myself, had held distinct charges of troops on active service, 
was much chagrin and disappointment; namely, our supersession in 
promotign by four officers, personally good, but who, though in the 
Crimea, had neither there nor elsewhere held equivalent positions. 
Some l^tlc time thereafter there appeared in a service journal ^ a 
leading Article **On the partiality and injustice to the Depariment 
exhibited in the late promotions.'* This was the* first outcome of 
a warrant regarding which first impressions were as already recorded. 

At last came orders for the loth to pre()are for an early march« 
towards the port of embarkation for England, and that megritime 
volunteering should be open to soldiers dcsirinc to prolong their service 
in India. All such orders were obeyed with the greatest |)08sible 
alacrity. The usual formalities on similar occasions being amended 
to, 14s of our men availed ^hemselves of the option thus given them, 
.ilnd so ceased to belong 10 the corps in which they had performed 
much excelljsnt *work under very trying circumstances. On an in* 
tervening* Sunday a farewell sermon’ was preat^ed to the regiment 
in our garrison church, and as I noted at the time, strange as it 
seems, some of th^OIdiers were visibly afTeclcd thereby"; but I have 
had numerous opportunities of seeing,* soldiers of the period now 
referred to, notwithstanding the undoubted roughness of the great 
majority, had in their numbers many men keenly sensitive to the finer 
impulses of our common human nature. • 

•Before daylight on February 10, our regiment began its march, 
^‘played out'’ of Dinapore by the band of the 19th Foot. Eight days 
thereafter we encamped in near vicinity of Gyah, a place sacred to 
Buddhists, and interesting* in other ways. Two days more and we 
were on the Grand Trank Ro£j. Soon at the hot wells of BurkuUa, 
the water of which, clear and having a slight odour of sulphur, is said 
to have many mVlidnal virtues. * * * ^ 

In observii^ the necessary custom cm a march, of Julting on the 
seventh day, an opportunity was afforded those of us interested ii^uch 

* and MiHlawy GoMOtU^ Janoary S» 

. **Colos&iaM ilL 15: ** Aw) let the peace of rule tn you 

alto ye are called in one body | and be ye ibankful.” 
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matten, t<9 ascend the hill of Parishath. Occupying the eastern table- 
Ipnd ol the Vindyha range, itself 4,449 feet in height, like Mount 
Aboo on the west of She same range, its summit is fitted with imall 
Jain tefhples. Its sides are clothed with dense forests of sal (Vaieria 
^^indua), \ ^ * 

In the course of our*march, several nains of camels or kafilats, with 
their Cabulee drivers, were met, as thjf were on their return journey 
from Calcutta to Afghanistan. In accordance with the custom of the time, 
they had begun their journey from Cabul eight months previous, and 
hoped to return at the end of four more, thus completing it* in one year. 
These kalilats brought with them for sale in India, and Calcutta more 
^specially, fruit of different kinds, spices, skins, asafeetida, and aalep; ^ 
with Ihe proceeds of the sale of which they purchased and carried back 
with them bales 0^ cotton goods, and others of European manufacture. 
These caravans, including* camels, drivers, and ** followers,” presented 
picturesque and patriarchal scene, as in long lines they seemed to glide 
along the road Arrived at Raneegungc, our camp was pitched for the 
last time. There a dfjgv of several days took place, while arrange¬ 
ments were in progress for embarkation; hurried journeys by rail to 
and frbm Calcutta being mad^by those of us whose duty it was to 
carry those anangements into effect A series of coal-mines situated 
not far from our camp w^e being worked; but the industry was, com¬ 
paratively speaking, in its infancy. • « \ 

In the early morning of Sl Patrick’s Day, the regiment, stepping out 
cheerfully to the familiar music appropriate to the occasion, and dear 
to Irislw soldiers, marched away from camp to liiiway station*; thence 
proceeded by train to Howrah, then by river steamer to the ship King 
Ffulip^ and so embarked. On the second day thereafter our ship, 
taken in tow by a river tug, b^an her homeward voyage. As we 
glided past Fort William, a Royal salute, fired from its ramparts, was a 
gratifying compliment paid by order of Govefnment to the departing 
regiment ibr services performed by it during a roost eventful episode in 
India’s history. Wearied and^om out u pur men were as a result of 
those services, no cheer was raised in rpponse to the unusual compli¬ 
ment being paid to therp. 

The order by Government so alluded to wu in these tenns lie 
Cnlcntta Gasitfi ExtfxmdinaPy^ Friday, hlarch 18, 1859. No. 360 
of 1^39. Notification. Fort William, Military Department. The 18th 
, March, t8s9.^Her Majesty's loth Regiment of Foot is about to euh' 
bark for England. His Excellency the Governor-Oeneral cannot allow 


* Root of Orddf mesfniA, 
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thif regiment to p&u through Calcutta without thanking the.ofhcefs and 
men for all the good service which they have rei^ered in the last two 
• eventful years :*ij:.*«t, in the outbreaks at Benarq; Ind Dioapore; ne\t* 
as a part of the C^uu^ under their former Commander^ Brigadier- 
Genera! Franks; and nf^re lately In the harassing qperationsconducted 
by Brigadier-General Sir £. Lugard and Brigadier Douglas on either 
bank of (he Ganges. The Gcwemor-General in Council desires, in 
taking leave of the xoth Regiment, to place on record his cordial 
appreciation of their valuable services. The regiment will be saluted 
by the guns ^of Fort William on leaving Calcutta. By order of his 
Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General of India in Council.— 
K. J. H« Birch, Major-General, Secretary to the Government of India. 

[Subsedueotly the officers of the loth, including myself, receivecf 
among ms nine promotions and honorary distinctionl for the services 
above alluded to.] • 

During the homeward voyage several deaths occurred among our 
men, exhausted as so many of them were by fatigue and exi)osiwe on 
service. Perhaps it was that the. incidents of ^at sefvice had to some 
extent affected the feelings heretofore so often manifested by soldiers in 
presence of death among their comrades; at any rate, it became a 
source of regret to some of.our num^rs to observe now the indiffer* 
.^dhee shown on such ^occasions; indeed, scarcely was the solemnity of 
committing aibody to the deep finished than games, songs, music, or 

* dancing were resumed by parties of the men. Ihe long rest afforded 

by the voyage did much to restore health to men and officers, and in 
other ways was ben*lnbial to us all. ^ 

As we nesred England a pilot boardetf our ship. He had with him 
a bundle of papers, from which we learned, among other matters, of the 
' occurrence of war in the Quadrilateral, full details being given of the 
great battles of Magenta and Solferino. In the accounts contained 
in ehe same papers of Use state of public affairs [receding tliat campaign, 
a probable explanatioo was afforded of the suddenness with which 

* active measures against the mutineers ^bad ceased, and considerable 
forces withdrawn from India. At Gravesend, on July 13, the 
meat transhipped to the HimaHiyiih, and so was conveyed to Plymouth, 
there to be quartered in the Citadel. A few days thereafter/ 1 had the 
happiness of being with my beloved wif^aad children, grateful in spirit 
to Providence that life was preserved through the arduous ordeal^now 
relegated to the past 


' July *4. 
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1859-1860. PLYMOUTH. DEVONPOKT 

First incldenl^Onr men ^Disaster at Taka—Wrecks—A launch—Fhsenology— 
Aspect of alTain—Warships to China—Militia and Voluntccn^lmproved con* 
(litions—Re^mental schools—Female hospital — Windsor—Most Hbnourahle 
* Order of the Bath—Preparations—Mines—Cheese wring—Altairs^Decode— 

Mutiny medaU * • 

S OON after our arrival I became the possessor of a* horse and 
carriage, both purchased from a friend.” With pleasant antici* 
patiods I started on our first drive» acconipanied by my wife and her 
lady friend We had proceeded far along the country road before 
the animal bolted clean away; after wildly rushing for some consider* 
able distance, the carriage came in contact with the embankment, was 
upset and broken to pieces, the two ladies severely injure<f. Tl\p 
accident happened at the entrance to a country hpuse; the ladies** 
were admitted thereto for a little, a glhss of win# givgn t^ nach; they 
were driven home, after which no inquiry was made regarding them. 
This first experience of ” hospitality” impressed ys at the time, and 
now is rioted as in its way characteristic We had not been ** intro* 
duced ” to the family. 

Unfortunately it so happened that among the men of the loth there . 
were some who used not wisely the balance of “ batca ” still remaining 
unspent by thdln. The result was that they brought obloquy upon 
themselves, and to some extefit upon their more steady and welbbe- 
haved comrades who were altogether undeserving of it So tt happens . 
on other occasions; the actualwumber of men in a regiment who com* 
mit crimes may be small, though tbeig offences may be statistically 
considerable.^ • 

In Septe|aber*anenUon was [^nfully drawn to the unfortunate failure 
at Taku of the war vAsels conveying the British and French ambassa- 
dor^So the Pelho en route to Pekin, that bilure involving the loss of. 

* * Tht 10th Regiment was composed of the followins, oecordiog to religious de* 

nocnination; namely, EpUeopeJU^ s^olficers and 336 men; PreibyterUas, ^snd 
38 ; Komoa Catholics, 5 and 301. It may be token os oa example of oa ^^CngUsh ^ 
regimeiit. 
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thr^e gunboats and 464 men belonging to them. From moment 
it became evident that troops and ships must prepare for service in the 
. Far East, and although, as the loth had so rec^Ay landed, it was upt 
likely that the reginJtotVould as a whole be concerned, it was psobable 
that sdhe individual bfficers might be so; seTen|l of us accordingly 
took an opportunity of making ourselves acquainted with the enrrent of 
events in China from the date of^he Arr<fw affair in October, 1856, to 
that of the Taku incident alluded to. 

Following close upon the news of that disaster came the wreck of the 
Qiartir^ involving the loss of 470 lives, near Danger, during 
one of those autumn storms so frequent on English coasts. Public 
sympathy was much aroused by these events, quickly following each 
other as they did. Unhappily the last named was not at the *time 
isolated 40 f its kind, though in its details not exceeded i^ainful accom- 
paniments by any. • 

A new war vessel—the Narcissus frigate of 6(ty guns—being to be 
launched, the ceremony proved not only interesting but impresswc, in 
respect to sentiments it evolved. An immense ^|se«ffff)y met by invita¬ 
tion in Devonport l>ockyard to witness the event; as the hour of four 
struck, the beautiful ship glided amids^ a round of cheers into what 
thenceforward was to be her^proper element; her career in the future 
.itt that respect like tfie career of the new-born •infant—uncertain, beset 
by risks. « « 

Very dihlTrent^m character was another **function*' at which I 
** assisted ; namely, a lecture with demonstrations on phrenology, the 
“ correctness ” of tll«c science ” being illustrated by the lectprer by 
references to the characteristics of the Hindoo in respect to mildness, 
gentleness, and tracubility. To those of us recently returned from 
* scenes already described, his remarks and demonstrations seemed 
outcomes of misapplied knowledge. Yet, such as they were, they 
‘*went down'* with the^enlightened British public, as represented by 
that particular audience. 

Various circumstances, domestic and ^foreign, combined to render 
regimental life one of uncertainty, at the particular dme now referred 
to. In India more than ojii column of our forces were actively 
engaged against the rebels who declined the terms ^f the gracious 
Proclamation alfeady mentioned. The* recently unlisted nfen for so* 
called “ European " regiments of the late East India Company had 
combined in what was called ^'The White Mutiny"; they Iftrt 
shipped to England, there to be discharged the service.^ Dis- 

^ ^ or their number a few enittted into the lotb, and mk>a attempted to diweninato 
their particalsr doctiuea But Berrack-rooo Courts*Martial and sharp puaisbments 
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afrectk>D had appeared in two oa^ve cavalry regiments stationed at 
Hyderabad^ With /egard to Europe, the condition of affairs in and 
feUting to Italy was Qisturbed and uncertain. In Frinde, the effublons , 
of cemin Colonels, added to other indicatidns ^hostile to England, 
^bemed to have ai^ unpleasant signihcance, tr.ore especially that in 
which an appeal was (made to the Emperor ** to give the word, and 
the infamous haunt in which machina/ions so infernal are phinned' — 
namely, London^** should be destroyed for ever.** 

A strong fleet of combined English and French warships proceeded 
to China. Extensive stores and supplies of all kinds were, shipped 
for that destination, magaaines were replenished; appearances indi* 
cated that important operations were in the near future. Uncertainty 
hnd cpeculation regarding probable events pervaded all rankv pertain* 
ir\g to regiments now available for emergent service; all held them* 
selves prepared according!;'. 

Various Militia regiments, embodied during the Crimean War, still 
occupied barracks throughout England; at Devon port and Plymouth 
the Wanrickshi^.^ ind Dublin Regiments, together with the Forfar 
Militia Artillery, being Quartered. Second battalions were in progress 
of beipg added to the twenty-Ave first of the line. Now also, for the 
first time since the Revolutionary War, regiments of Volunteers were 
being rapidly formed. So important was ^e occasion considered to Ire 
that special invitations were issued tp witness in the T^wn Hall the 
first parade of the Volunteers belonging to what w^re (^ed The 
Three Towns,” and to inaugurate the formation of the regiment so con¬ 
stituted. The building was well filled by ofSciakr and others; great 
was the enthusiasm with which the ceremony passed off, the numbers 
of Volunteers in the ranks of the new regiment being ninety-three. 

Some changes, having for their object the improved condition of the 
soldier, were 09w in course of introduction. Thus orders were issued 
cn the subject of corporal punishment^ the infliction of which was 
reduced to a minimum. In other respects the stringent methods here* 
tofore considered necessary for the maintenance of discipline were so 
relaxed that old officers were wont to predict a number of evil conse¬ 
quences as sooner or later sure to foUoif. 

With the iutredaction*of the national system of education into regi¬ 
mental schools^ the leading of the Holy Bible in ttfem was looked 
upon as seriqusly menaced in the present and threatened with pro- 
hibtdbn in the near future. According to otdtn Usued on the subject,* 

•^by mesas of belt^quiekly cooeiaceU then that they were«-io noch matter i^the 
wrong place. ' 

^ 5(b and 6(h Madras. * 
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** tife Bible is only to be read, ana religious inKruction 6f any kind 
givei^dtfnng one hour per week, and then in (he presence of the 
•R 9 rt{an Catholic Many among us locked with dre^ and 

apprehension to the pspbable outcome of the changes so begun. • 
That in the large gamson of Plymouth and D^nr^nport there existed 
no regular hospital for the wives and children of soldiers seemed to 
most of us a very anomalous circumstance. Correspondence on the 
subject between myself and the Divisional authorities was without 
practical result. Taking advantage of the popularity and influence of 
Miss Nightingale at the War Office, I addressed myself to that lady. 
In a marvellously short space of time orders were received to set on 
foot suclf ^an establishment; they were quickly carried out, very n^uch* 
to the benefit of the classes for whom it was intended. • 

On January 15, i860, I received a letter from the Registrar of 
the Bath, directing me to hold myself in readiness to proceed to 
Windsor, there to receive the Insignia of that Order, to which I had 
some months previously been gazetted.^ Two days theftsafter—namely, 
on the i7th^a further letter ordering my attend.'Wre^Tat Windsor Csstie, 
at quarter before 3 p-m. precisely, on the 19th. On the 18th I pro¬ 
ceeded, taking my dear wife with me,* to that Royal burgh. The 
early part of the foreopon of the 19th was occupied in visiting some of 
the points of interest connected with the Castle, more especially the 
Round Towy St George’s Chapel, the latter containing that most 
beautiful worx of art, the cenotaph to the Princess Charlotte. 

Punctually at the^ hour appointed, those of us who were to be simi' 
larly honoured drove to the Castle. We were shown into th8 Oak 
Room, and there, taking count of each other, discovered that our party 
numbered fourteen. Luncheon over, a messenger announced that 
Her Majesty was ready to begin the ceremony of investiture. The 
Lancaster Herald,* who Isad meantime veiy courteously ^initiated some 
of Us in the formalities to be observed, tHkn mustered us in our order. 
^He led the way, we following, into the great corridor, at a door 
opening into which we were halted, to be called in our turn to the 
Royal presence. The first to enter was an officer upon whom the 
honour of knighthood was to be conferred. £ach Cprqpanion was 
summoned in his^ order of seniority as sqph. The cross ^withprhlch we 
were severally to be invested was by the Lancasliire Herald carried 
upon a coshion of etimsoa velvet The door being'opened, 
separately entered a small apartment, at the further end of which stood 
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the Queezr; at hea right side ^the Prince Consort. Our niines 
announced, we adviced, hiakiog obeisance as we did^ upon 

the ri^ht knee; the cross was attached over tp the left breast 
Majesty; we kissed hands, retired backwards, Profoundly bowing the 
while. Thus we ed.erged, and the ceremony was over.^ * 

Preparations on a large scale tor the expedition to China were in 
rapid progess, the military forces to* be sent thither comprising regi¬ 
ments direct from England, others, British and native, from India. 
Public attention and a good deal of adverse criticism were directed to 
what was looked upon as excessive naval and military estimates in a 
so-called time of profound peace. At important military and naval 
«statjon$, fortifications were much extended, and newly armed with 
Armstrong guns.; for, although there was much of what was ludicrous in 
the boastings of the French Colonels,** the fact was apparent that 
their expressions were nof altogether unnoticed by our authorities. 

Excursions in various directions were taken; some with the object of 
seeidg places of historical interest, some to take note of the early 
spring flora, othei 3 'i.^examme geological features of the neighbouring 
country. One such visit was to copper mines near Liskeard, there 
to see for the first time the*«beautiful ^'peacock'* ore brought from 
the depths of earth and displayed to onr gaac^by means of a ham« 
mer wielded by the sturdy arms of ** Captain Jane,'—for the supenn** 
tendent of the mine was a woman so* named. *• 

t ^ ^ 

At a little distanoe from the Canadian and Phoenix mines rises the * 
Cheesewring, a granite hill some i,aoo feet in height tlie rocks on iu 
suronfit so piled upon eachpther as to thus give rise to its particular 
name. On some of those rocks were marks of boulder action, also 
tracings that bore distinct resemblance of vessels in ordinary use by 
Hindoos at their worship on the banks of the Hooghly, and now attri* 
buted to the*'Druid$, one of whose places o( sacrifice this /or may * 
perhaps have been. * ^ 

More an8 more did the state of uncertainty and unrest in which 
regimental officers had to perform their duties increase during the* 
early months of the year^ by the co^ditim of affairs in Continental 
Europe. ^^With regard<to items of the general complication then noted, 
the foUoyHng extract from zny diaxy, written at the tiroe, reads some¬ 
what strangely to-dVy, namely: ** France resolved u[^o the annexation 
Cj^Savoy, notwithstanding the strongly expressed opposition of England 
against that measure; the threatened occupation of Tetuan by Spain,, 

' I wai the first regimeatal torgeoa iovestri by Her Majesty with the Cross 
the Bath. 
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opposed by England, as being against the tenths on whicif Eifgiand 
remain^ between that country and Morocca" * , 

first decade of wedded life completed,’ the lollowing reference to 
the occasion was wriit^n at the time: “ Notwithstanding all that'I hav^ 
undergone £ince that event, sufficient of my early jomance remains to 
-eBter.il) this place the motto which on that ocdasion surrounded the 
bon-boi^ broken by my bride and myself at our wedding luncheon— 
‘ My hopes are in the bud; bid them bloom.' ” As the paragraph is 
being transcribed, the fifth decade is not far from completion. With 
affection .chastened and sanctified by trial and affiiction, I express to 
the Almighty humble gratitude that from bud my hopes have indeed 
advanceil to bloom—holy and refined. 

Toward^ the end of April, soldiers and officers of the roth received 
their medals awarded for the campaign connected with the Indian 
Mutiny. No pomp and circumstance of military display took place on 
the occasion of their, doing so. On the contrary, from the manner in 
which the distribution took place, all such accompaniments were inten¬ 
tionally avoided. It was while walking on the thoroughfare in 

Devonpor^ that by accident, as it were, 1 met a sergeant in whose 
liand was a packet of little card-case bm^ks; one of these he presented 
to me—it contained my I then continued on my way! 


' Much 14. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

i860. DEVOSPQRT. UONC-KONG ' 

, Ordered to Gima—KmlMirk—*'OrerUod” route—Alexandria — Ctin^Detert^ 
^)uet—Red Sea—Aden—<iallc—Acrott the Bay—Penang—Baroir Groa and 
Lord Elgin—Hong* Kong. 

9 

O N April 36 I had Ihe unlooked-for surphse to receive a demi- 
official letter from the Departmental Oficc» warning me for ser¬ 
vice In China rc^^motioa The note of the circumstance recorded In 
my diary at the tii^was this: ** Bitter has been my disappointment on 
bein^ superseded. In my tu^ I am now to supersede others; but the 
system is not the less cruel to those who sufier by iV* The promotion 
so indicated implied that I was about tb pass over an entire grade,' 
including its members, alt of whom are my seniors in the service. 

Short was the time allowed to male arrangement; for my dear w^e 
and children, from*all of whom I took leave on May 3. On the fol- ' 
lowing day 1 received further orders in Londoi^ and proceeded to 
Sout&mpton ; on 4th embarked on board the P. and O. steamer 
; by a p.nt we were on our voyage. 

The Overland route was now before us» its attractions and tncit 
dents new to me. The bold coast scenery of Portugal, towns, forts, 
and convents^iucceeded each other at short intervals ; Mondego Bay; 
Mafra, near 40 whi<^ the ^Hines" of Torres Vedns were begun,' by 
England’s great commander. Then the Spanish coast with its vine*, 
yards and olive groves, villages and hamlets; TariCa, at the siege ot 
which by the French, in i8ii-ia, thefi7th Regiment gained distinction 
by repelMu^ t]}t assailants under General Laval,* the old Moorish walls 
of that town jwing clearly sfen by us. Now came .into view, on our 
right, Ceuta, far away behind which rose peaks of the Atlas range; the 
great rock a^ fortress of Gibraltar, between it and Africa the ^gut* 
some twelve miles broad; then we are in the comparatively wide ex* 

> Kaacly, that of SurgtOD*Major. 

* Jsauarys, tSia. 
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pause of the **blue Mediterraaean** Rising if a height *of *ii,ooo 
fe£t» Nevada, white with snow and ma^ificent in dutline qjx 

.*Q^icft, the chilly bregaes from which now swept across our traak. 
Nexti j^assing closer by the Cane rocks» where since the previous 
January a* lighthouse was established; then theaaightof the Gulf of 
carried historical associations back to ^rthage and its wars. 
The island of Pantellaria, pret^ to view from the distance, but as a 
penal settlement for Sicilian convicts, it is in all probability less agree- 
able as a place of residence, 'fhen, on our right, Go^o, the cultivated 
terraces* on which could be distinctly seen through our binoculars ; 
otherwise the island looked treeless and bare, the most prominent 
objects tipon it a succession of fortifications, fur it is garrisoned by 
British troops. Yet, bare as it seems, Coao is said tp be a *‘ganlen" 
whence ^Truit and vegetables arc chiefly supplied to Malta. Now we 
»approach that island, the densely crowded town of Valctla coxncs in 
sight; we enter the harbour, ramp«arts and bastions on either side of 
us, the monotony of the town buildings interrupted by spires and 
pinnacles; every building dassUng white. As/* anchor drops, we 
know that our stay is to be brief; a hasty run ashore, a visit to St. 
John's Cathedral, the Armoury, one o^ivfo other places of interest, 
then resume our journey oast ward. 

. Alexandria was our next point of interest ^s in the early hours of 
morning we approached that historical port and city, the lighthouse, the 
numerous windmills along the shore line, were the distinctive objects first 
seen; as we entered the harbour, the Lazaretto, seraglio and palace of 
the. Sultan were on our left Ships c( fl\ nations, but the nnjority 
British, swing at anchor in our near proximity. A steamer conveyed us 
to the railway station, whence by train to Cairo, passing on our way an 
extensive line of ruins of the andent aqueduct of Alexandria, destroyed 
by Diocletian, a.d. 296 ; the station of Meyrout, the name indicating 
Mseotis, the lake or reservoir so named being indicated by a succession 
of shallow pools, on some of which ^ sportsmen " were engaged in shoot* 
ing water-birds of sorts; then.the windiogs^of the Mahmoodieh Canal to 
our left; fields Of bearded whea( and barley ready for the sickle, while 
in some few places thrashing floors’* were ytempor isedy^ xen un* 
muzzled engaged on them, as in the days of the patriaichsi Crossing 
the Nile at Kzff ez Zajyat, the first glimpse of thJt sao^ stream was 
obtained; then the Pyramids of Gbizeh came in view, recalling^ 
our minds many associations connected with their wonderful biato^; 
then early in the afterhoon we were at Cairo. 

.El Kabira, the Beautiful ” I Under the guidance of a dragoman from 
(he hotel where a brief stay was made, we started to explore the city. 
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Winding oumy throngb narrow struts, named respecUvely the Turkfeb, 
Erench, and Greek ^aaan, opportaoity waa given to ob^i »cVu> man* 
nM and strange variety of persons and costumes in those plat.c4« . 
leaving visited various smaller mosques, we asQ^nded to the Citadel, 
the work of Saladinl a.d. 1176, but interesting not so much in itself 
as for the famous mosque of alabaster contained within it, that edifiwO^' 
erected by Mahomed Ali, and noil forming his tomb. '"Vhe por¬ 
tion of the citadel wall whence, on the occasion of the massacre of 
the Mamelukes by order of that monarch in March, 1811, Emir Bey 
leaped his horse to a depth of 60 to fto feet, then succeeded in eflfcct- 
ing his escape, was carefully scanned. At a little distance from it we 
Stood in the palace yard in which 700 doomed Beys, haviag been 
treacherously invited to a pretended marriage, were shot <lown from 
loopholes around, while in a window pointed out tout the Fasha sat 
looking on, and quietly enjoying his chebouk. From the walls wc 
readily followed by the ejre the Nile, winding and dowing smoothly on as 
in xhi days of the Pharaohs. Green with vegetation was the island of 
Rhodda, upon wh'lClH' r.c 1517, the infant Moses was found by Thermu- 
this, the king’s daughter; ^ in the distance the plain o( Bossateen, upon 
which tradition records that thn Israelites encamped in the first day of 
their flight. Further away were the Pyramids of Sakarah and Dahshur. 
Beyond them the hase*Seemed tq blend with the desert * . 

Next day the passengers via Maneftles arrive<^ an^ the whole party 
of us resumed our journey. It was not long until our train had entered 
the desert, extending far as the eye could reach ; in some places 
varied* by sandhills of diflergnt sires, in others flat, but everywhere 
destitute of vegetation save a few stunted bushes. In the bright sun* 
shine the mirage glittered deceptively, pre sen ring the appearance of 
sea and islands, to vanish in their turn as we approached them. A 
few short halft at stations, and we detrain at Suez, to resume our 
journey by sea; we have completed the ” overland ** portion of it 

Suez, supposed to be the ancient Arsinoe, was interesting (or the 
reason that in our approach thereto we had an opportunity of observing 
the line of retreat assigned by tradition to the Israelites in their flight 
from thrie^p^ressors. ^But now our movemenu were hurried ; we 
were qui^ly on board the ready waiting for us in the gulf, 

and so away we steftned towims the Red Sea. 

,Our progress was uneventful during the flve days occupied in travM^ 
ing that much^eaded track. The temperature of air and sea roM 
to a higher point than we bad yet experienced; the numerous islandSi 


* Esodus ii 5,6; see also Jewpbos. 
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the greater number destitute of Ugfathouses, were material proofs of 
dange*o U/navigation hf night—a danger renc^red the more sigm- 
*lfcant as we steamed c]pse past a rock on whioh a P. aod O. vestal ^ 
had shortly before be^n wre^ed As we passed the position ofVoch^ 
binoculars revealed to us the white houses, minarets, pillars, and bal* 
<ifiucs of that Arabian town. 

llic rock of Aden, bare, rugg&l and unattractive in appearance, rose 
before us ; in due time we were at anchor in the bay. The usual rush 
ashore was not indulged in, because of the great heat prevailing, nor did 
we look with envy upon the few residents who took their afternoon drive 
along the strand, our own amusement consisting in throwing small coins 
into the«sea, aod seeing the great agility of young Arabs as they djved 
after and caught them. , 

In theP early morning of June 4, our ship arrived in Galle harbour, 
the view as we entered rich and beautifuf, the hills on either side 
and in front thickly covered with palms and under vegetation, but the 
heavy hot atmosphere causing a sense of great oppressto^. The tfbuth- 
west monsoon was at full strength, the tea bea*^.5 'in heavy breakers 
over some rocks at the harbour. As we entered we came close to the 
wreck of the Malabar ; that vessel, whilV^tarting from her anchd^age a 
few days previous, haring on iMrd the English and French Plenipoten¬ 
tiaries to China, was driven upon a rock, and Vrecked by the heavy 
weather prevaiMn^ Here we had to tranship to the Pekin^ to continue 
by that vessel our voyage eastward. While so delayed, we indulged in the 
usual drives to places in the neighbourhood, everywhere through dense 
forests of palms, alternated with those of c^er tropical forms, the •atmo¬ 
sphere hot, damp, and oppressive. The Cinnamon Gardens, 10 named 
from what was formeriy a principal product of the island, were in a state 
of neglect and decay; the cinnamon industry a thing of the put, like 
that of the nutmeg, at one time prosperous while u yet Ceylon was 
Dutch property; nor wu tbe cultivation of coffee 'a success by British 
planten, the shrub which yields that berry being attacked by insect and 
vegetable bli^t% the general result beiag»ruin to nearly all interested 
in its cultivatiop. ^ 

The accident referred to led to the rescu^ passei^ep^rom the 
J/a/o^ being sent on board tbe and our ship was crowded to a 
degree that speedily became unpleasant. As we stesZEoecT acrou the Bay 
of Bengal in heavy monaooa weather, the ports had to be closed. Then it 
was that, in addirion to the isreltering atmosphere below,*' emanations 
from opiuffl» that drugfbeing tbe chief portioo of the ship's cargo, affected 
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US unplcfuantly, first hy the sense *of taste, then by exerting to $6*me 
^tent its narcotisingHofluence; it was therefore a most weK 55 me foltef*to 
us, as ^e approached Sumatra, to get into cleawweather, to have ev^- 
thing thrown open, and so enjoy the delightful change that had taken 
place in our condition, * 

Our next point was the high and thickly wooded island of PenafigI 
Our ship having dropped anchor, several of our party started to “ explore " 
that very lovely bland. We drove along well-made roads, on either side 
bordered with bamboo hedges, through which flowering creepers stretched 
or hung in festoons. Bungalows, each in its welbkept gardeui In which 
grew palms, tropical fruit trees, and flowers, were thickly dotted about; 
Un extensive field of “ pawn ” pepper, then groves of nutmeg tfbes were 
passed, and we arrived at the object of our excursion, the cascade, 140 
to 160 feet high. Here, for the first time, we indulged in that^jelicious 
fruit the mangosteen. 

Arrived at Singapore,' the busy aspect of the town, with its population 
of 70,000, chkfly Chinese, impress^ us. We noted with interest the 
numerous temples coflnected with the sects into which that population 
is divided. In the course of ^ ramble taken for purposes of discovery 
we were accosted by a Chinaman. He addressed us rudely; laughing and 
gesticulating as he spoke, he said, ** Plenty Englbh going to China; they 
will soon be all shot;'' thus expressing hia own views and probably abo 
his desire in regard to the issue of the war. Among a great variety Qt 
articles publicly exposed for sale were two small pieces of ordnance; 
nor could the sale of such weapons be interfered with* as no Declaration 
of Wir had so far been made. While our ship, the remained in 
harbour, some of our number paid their respects to Hb Excellency the 
Gk>vernor—namely, to Colonel Cavanagh—whose story at Maharajpore. 
has already been recorded. 

On various^ occasions during thb part of our voyage, opportunity 
brought us in contact with the representatives of France and England, 
our fellow'passengers. Baron Grot was generally reserved in manner; 
Lord Elgin, on the contrai7,*hank and optn. The latter expressed his 
views that an advance on Pekin had become a matter of necessity; in 
hb negofcHtOIHs with the Chinese, he meant to ask only for what b rea- 
sonable end jl’st, and havings done so to obtain it; ^but not to take 
advantage of one accession to base upon it a demand for another. Hb : 

of opinion that the season was too far advanced to permit of ftirtb«|^ 
proceedings than the capture of the Tientsin forts, as 1 bw of operations 
for the ensoing spring; some of the islands in the Gulf of Pehcbili being 
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tAm possession of to serre as sanatoria. He cl^eryed, witK rcftrence 
to. the existence of the Taiping rebellion, that if the one hand the 
influence of the Cour^ at Pekin were to be ^nously weakened, 
schemes of the rebel patty would be thereby assisted; while on the other 
hand Seveie chastisement was necessary as retribution for treacherous 
action against our ambassadors and their shipf at Taku. Therefore, 
the difficulty to be overcome^was to punish and yet not seriously 
injure the Imperial power. But events were to outrun the anticipa* 
tions so expressed. 

HongsKoog was reached on Midsummer Day. As the town of Victoria 
came in sight, the general aspect presented by it produced a fitvourable 
impress^n upon us; the light and airy style of houses rising in tiers 
above eaCh other upwards along the precipitous mountain face,* that 
mountain culminating in a peak some 1,500 feet above sea level, pre- 
seated a panorama different altogether in character from anything we 
had hitherto seen. The circumstance that the town and the roads where 
the shipping lay were completely sheltered from the south^wesU mon¬ 
soon then prevailing furnished full explanation W depressive damp 
heat to which we were at once introduced^ It became my painful duty 
to announce myself to the officer, who^^by the fact of my arriaal, was 
superseded in his position,^ with whom in his disappointment and 
clagrin I much sym^thised.* Indeed, so greJtly did be feel what he 
looked upon as the disgrace into which he had departmentally £Ulen, 
that his subsequent career was unfortunate; nor did be ever return to 
England. 

• * . • 

^ In 1841 the island of Hoi^*Konc. considered by the Chinese as **0Aly a barren 

rock,'* was ceded to the British. M'ithin the short |)criod of nineteen years, the tu- 
prisinglransfonnation abore indicnled took place. 

* ’ The date of my rank as Deputy Inspector-Genera), May 11, i860. 
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CHAPTER XX 
i860. tlONG-KONG. TIENTSIN 

^zpeditiontry ibree—An Incident—The iilend—Afferent bodiei of troopW-CeiUin 

Upe—CABtoo^*'Sing'Song*' bo«t*~HoaAn—The 
oiy cbopi^Tezhple of Five Hoodied Wortbics—Baddhtit temple—Ncm from 
the north*»Pekio occupied«Hong*Koog to Shefichei—Taipbg rebels—Tretty 
•—The dty—Vicinity—K.M.S. Taka—TientsiiL 

T KE expe^tionary force had already tailed northward, its equip¬ 
ment and appliances on a scale of completeness unknown prior 
to the recent Royal Commission. Before that expedition started^ all 
non-eifectives, whether by sickl^ess or other causesj were eliminated; 
what was called a Provisional Battalion was organised for their recep- 
tioDi as well as for that of newly arrived reinforcements from home *co. 
611 expected ** waste ** among those actively engaged. 'The ordinary 
barrack accommodatipn at Hong-Rong be^g iosufScient, huts were* 
erected at various points, among othen on the peak called Victoria; 
a large vessel in harbour 6tt^ up for hospital purposes^ and vessels 
engaged, as necessity arose, for the transport of invalids to the Cape of 
Good Hope and England. 

Among the non-effectivet left by the —st Regiment was an officer, 

now indicated «by the initial M-. At his request I visited him, in 

company, with his medical attendant. It was evident at a glance that 
he was extremely ill, his life rapidly ebbing away. He addressed me 
after this manner: 1 have asked you to me that you might tell me 

what you think of my stateTo my^quiry, “Are you jwepared to 
receive mc^nswer?” h^ replied, in impatient tones ; “ If I were not, 

1 would not hlVe asked the questiot^” am Sony, then, to believe 
that you luve t)ut m very short time to live,'’ was My remark. “ ^ 
thought as much. Do you see that packet on my chest of drawers ? F 
i^t you to take it away with you; as soon as I am dead, to bum it un^^ 
opened in your own room.* Such was his request,'and so far I acceded 
to it The following morning was dead; his packet^Vimtas . 

be had desired. A sequel to this incident will be mentioned her *after* * 
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Ifi tfie words of a newspaper cgirespondent^'^the islai\d y>f Hong* 
Kong may be compared to a beautiful wonun with a notoriously bad 
temper,—to be admired from a distance* but no^ oecome intimately |c* 
quainted with« At the date of our arrival the midday heat* as ^gauged 
by out*sensatioos, was great; the sky cloudless, exercise or duty out Sf 
doors very trying, a sensation of sickness experienced in a way alto^ 
gether difTerent from what was felt in India. Early in July the rainy 
season began. Quickly a series of waterfalls poured over rocky 
promontories; Victoria Peak was enveloped in mist; temperature mode^ 
rated, ti\fi general conditions became bearable. So they continued till 
September; intervals of rain and sunshine alternated with each other. 
Unhappily endemic forms of disease went on steadily increasing in 
prevalence and rates of mortality. A favourable change took plafce in 
all thes^conditions as the last-named month advanced, and progressed 
till the cold season fairly set in. • 

The portion of the force with which I was immediately concerned 
included British aud native Indian troops, the latter belonging <o the 
three several presidencies of that Dependency. £ach Sf these bodies 
had its own code of Regulations, in accordance with which routine 
duties were conducted, while all of tbu'm seemed unwilling to •accept 
those of the Imperial servic^ under wltich alone administration of the 
expeditionary force Hkd of necessity to be conducted. 

Another dif^ulty in which I was personally affected seemed to arise 
from the circumftance that some of the instructions under which my 
duties in relation to shipping had to be conduct^ were special, while 
those under whiclf the naval authority on the spot conducted his de¬ 
partment were general. Unhappily a good deal of friction was the 
outcome of this state of things, oil of which might have been possibly 
avoided had mutual explanation been given in respect to the particular 
orders under which we were severally acting. It seeiqs to me, also, 
while I refer to what was very unpleasant ,at the time of its occurrence, 
that in many circumstances connected with public duties where mis* 
understandings arise, they would be ^ost readily prevented by 
means of elucidation of the*points of view from which divergent action 
is taken, or the interpretadon of orden from which it is adop^ 

As an example of the system of ** red tape ” under which duties of 
very ordinary descripdon had to be cahied on, the ftUowiifg may be 
mentioned:—^A wtter*pipe connected with the military* hospital went 
Strong; the supply through it had to be cut ofi^ to the very gr^t 
mconvenience of thwsick. I at once reported the circumstance to the 
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Office/ in' CQmmand 9f the garrisoi}, such being the routine dire^e^ by 
Regulations, rcquestmg at the same time that immediate steps should 
taken to make required repairs. My letter was by the Com¬ 
manding Officer transmitted to the Engineer dfficer, who forwarded it 
to the Clerk of thC|Works, who came and inspected the defect in the 
pipe, then wrote a report about it to the Engineer Officer, who sent 
the report to the Commanding Office*, who sent to the Town Major, 
who sent it to me. Meanwhile, the hot season being at its height, and 
nothing actually done to remedy the defect complained of, I was con¬ 
strained to again start the correspondence by observing that what was 
urgently required was, not reports, but that the damaged pipe should 
be repaired. Doubtless my letter to that effect had, like^its pre¬ 
decessor, to be Mnsmitted through the series of “ channel^’ so enu¬ 
merated. I quite forget at this distance of time whether the^ipe'was 
ever repaired or not. « 

I'he circumstance that a portion of our force occupied quarters at 
Canton led me to visit that important city. The steamer by which the 
trip thither alShg tha Pearl River was performed bore the romantic 
name T/u Whitt Cloud. We passed the Bocca Tigris pr Bogue forts,' 
continued our journey through a district thickly interspersed with vil¬ 
lages and hamlets, but destitute of pa^ure land, though otherwise 
richly cultivated, the rice fields profusely irrigatM. Whampoa was , 
mean-looking, the greater number of its houses erected on piles so as 
to overhang the river; the stream crowded with and vessels of 
sorts belonging to various nations. The foreign population lived in 
** chopt or hulks of Chinese junks; others were ut&Md as offices and 
merchants’ stores. Docks were being established, and other improve¬ 
ments effected which, in later years, have made that place the actual 
I>ort of the southern capital. 

Arrived at Canton, landing was effected by means of one of the 
thousands of sampans or pa^ngcr boats that lay along either bank 
and crowded the river,—these boats ** manned ” by women, who kept up 
a chorus of laughing and talking, their cheety and, for the most part, 
well-looking faces indicating that cares, as understood in the West, 
pressed u^n them but lightly, if at all ‘^Sing-song,” or flower-boats,* 
gorgeously pailfted and otherwise ornamented, lay in tiers, and towered 
high above the tumble sampln. The particular race* of natives 
whom, through many generations, they have been occupied, are 
upon as descendants of the iin who held Northern China, 



> Csptored by the Brilbb, Fcbnsry 8$, 1S4S. 

’ In the early port of 1894 bandreds of these boots were destroyed by 
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supplemented by those of traitors^who aided the Japane^ in^ their 
, descent upon Cheh*kiang, a.d. 1555-1563. Hav^g land^, the *'car* 

. riage” by which our farther trip was taken consijted of ** chairs'' roadi 
of bamboo work, carried on the shoulders of three brawny Chiaamen, 
namely) two in front and one behind, their strong muscles thrown in 
bold relief on their uncovered chests and 1imb» as they carried us at 
rapid pace along. Such were the conditions in 1S60. 

The island of Honan was occupied by various important 
or places of business belonging to native Chinese merchants. One of 
them, the property of Houqua, whose name at that time was familiar in 
England, was devoted to the cleaning and preparation of teas for the 
market ^ The large and well-aired hall within was occupied by a series 
of tables placed at convenient distances from each other. At each saf 
A man o» woman—for the sexes worBed together—who from a basket 
at hand picked the coarser fragments, and sc»]eft the finer description 
of the tea to be dealt with again. In another hall stood a couple of 
fanners;^ through them the tea was passed, the finer portions^cing 
separated in the process from the coarser. Thiwapart«fient was orna¬ 
mented with flowers and shrubs in pots; a delicious flavour of‘*the 
fragrant leaf" pervaded the air. All aound was scrupulously clean 
and tidy, the tmphyis neat person, weH<Iothed, apparently well fed, 

. and, to judge by thefi smiles and good humour, wery happy. 

Everywhere »in the streets blind beggars abounded, each armed with 
two flat diKS of*bamboo; the sound produced by constantly beating 
them against each other became decidedly unpleasant by their very 
numbers, rendering conversation impossible. Whether a greig part 
oT their blindness was due to disease or to artificial means, we had no 
means of ascertaining. 

The Tartar suburb or quarter of Canton comprised nanow streets 
paved with flag stones, intersected by narrow canals, sp^ned at inter¬ 
vals by bridges after the style of the ** will9w pattern plate "; the houses 
of no more than one storey high, for the reason that in China it is con¬ 
sidered pretentious for a man to raise hiipself above his fellows. The 
odours that everywhere prevailed exceeded, in variety and intensity, all 
that had heretofore be^ experienced. The people, old and young, 
male and female, poor in circamstances as many of *them appeared 

C *looked ^physically hale, strong, Vnd healUsy. ^ Traversing the 
dth of the city, we arrived at ‘‘The Heights," on th^tlope of which 
tood the Yamen of the notorious Yeh; near thereto, “The Five-Storiwd 
Pagoda," now occupied by French troops, and above it waved the 
TbcoIou# : while in a series of bell tents were the men of the S7th 

‘ Pk^nipui^ or wiad-box. 
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Royal Fusilien^he conjunction not altogether a happy pne, 
seeing that the 87 th wear on their shakos a French eagle, in commeiQO-« 
tktion of that captured by them at Barosaa. Various temples and other 
public buildings were visited in the course of our interesting excursion; 
dtie of the latter a nadve prison, ricketty, tottering, and foul, its uhhappy 
inmates lying upon tke damp floor, chained, or with fangs on their 
necks, their existence dependent upbn food supplied from without, 
their naked bodies besmeared with filth and presenting many ulcers. 
Many of them were not accused of crimes committed by themselves, 
but were undergoing punishment for the reason that their.relatives had 
joined the ranks of the Taiping rebela We intentionally refrained 
from a visit to the Potter's field," or execution ground, imi^ediately 
Adjacent to the prison. * 

Everywhere along the streets were signs of activity and industry; 
shops containing all sorU of clothing materials, strangely ornamented 
umbrellas and lanterns; others devoted to old curiosities, jewelry, or 
watch;makmg, a good many to lacquer ware; cor could we withhold 
admiration of Vhe elegant patterns and workmanship of such articles 
as cabinets, tables, soeens, fans, etc, exposed for sale. But here, as in 
countri^ more advanced in ^certain phases of civiliation, signs of 
superstition are apparent Above the ^oor of such establishments 
a horse's hoof is nailed, and so Satanic influences guarded a^aiifSt.. 
In the enlightened West, a horse's shoe fulfils the same purpose. 

The Temple of the Five Hundred Gods or worthies, then deemed 
one of the most cKaracteristic sights of Canton, well repaid our 
visit tp it Among objects within that edifice is sf miniature pagqda 
of eight stages, the whole consisting of beautifully cut marble, its 
total height twenty-five feet The figures of the gods or heroes are 
all life-size. They represent various nationalities, one of their number 
in feature andp dress like an Englishman. According to l^eod, the 
person so commememted wps a sailor, cast ashore wrecked on the 
coast of China. His life being spared, he ultimately rose to high posi* 
tion, and finally was, in effigy»honoured witji a place in this Wilhalla. 

Another portion of the building wap devoted to the purposes of a 
Buddhist ^temple, in which, at the time of our visit, ** service" was 
being performed, or celebrated.” The scene within comprised an 
altar, plai&, witHbubidols or Sther decoration; situated in an opei^ 
space, bare*beaded and shaven priests, some wearing robes of blue^ 
others of grey doth, all with a yellowfColoured surplice thrown over the' 
left shoulder and brought loosely under the right arm. As they knelt 
at various distances from the altar, in seemii^ accordance mA their 
rank, their hands in attitude of supplication, they joined m <^jiting 
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what» in its intonidont resembled th^ Utiii^ of our Western Cburdies ; 
^ intenrals a smell bell being gently struck, as in f|ie Roman Catholic 
.service. A congr^etioi^of men was present, but jnanifestly destitute pf 
reverence or devotion. A few days were thus pleasantly spent; 1 
. then reftmttl to duty at Hong-Kong. At the tlo^e refer^ to, that 
island was noted for the hospitality of residents, and the scale of 
magniRcenee upon which it was carried on. It was my good fcHtune to 
enjoy much of it, and of friendliness in other ways ; among others, 
from representatives of the great houses of Jardine, Dent, and others, 
and froouMr. CampbeD, then of the Oriental Bank. 

Towards the end of August, a French Express boat brought intelli* 
gence thgt the English and French combined forces bad landed at 
Pehtang; ^at, while advancing thence to Taku, our cavalry had Been* 
charged by the Tartar horse, with results disastrous to the latter. A 
few days more, news reached us that a somewhat sharp action had 
taken place, with somewhat severe loss to the allies, but leaving in 
their hands Taku and neighbouring forts; that the whole disposable 
force was in rapid motion towards Tientsin, in vierf to carding out the 
intention of Lord Elgin to push on to the capital. A short interval 
passed, when attempts at negotiation at Tientsin having failed, the army 
continued its onward march. ^ At Tungchow, a very sad occunence 
l^fdl^ By treache^, a body of Chinese, headsd by the Prince Tsai, 
captured 8evera4 officials, officers, and others; namely, Mr. Parkes, Mr. 
Bowlby (of the.TVmx), Mr. Loch, Mr. De Normann, lieutenant Ander¬ 
son, Captain Brabazon, and several troopers belonging to Fane's Horse. 
The Chinese arm/, under San ko Lin Sin, was, however, completely 
beaten; the road to Pekin left dear. Lonf Elgin at once sent a com¬ 
munication to the Emperor, that, in the event of a hair of the head 
of one of the prisoners being touched, the combined forces would bum 
the Imperial palace to the ground. • 

A few days more, and on October ^13 the allied army was in 
possession of the Chinese quarter of Pekin; the palace outside and 
north of the city given up fo loot; the Emperor fled ; the Summer 
Palace in ruins ; the Chinese arq;iy vanished ! Unhappily, news at the 
same time reached us that, although Mr. Parkes and Mr. I^>ch had 
been given up by the Chinese, they had been Subject to various indig- 
i^es before being so, but that others of^thc prisoners^ad soccombed 
dBder the barbarities to which they were subjected, among them Mr. 
&wlby.^ ^ 

0 

* la 1S41, a brother of Ur. Bowlby wss appointed to the Amy Mediod Depart- 
neifl, tndrordered to the West Indies. From the 6m. he expreieed a {brebodlag of 
death Cever, an eireat which happeoed shortly after his antral there. Nor 

i bis a Angular tnitanee of the saae ; semal bare been met with in India. 
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Eaijly In November, ioformatian, reached us that a treaty of p(ace 
had been signed iii^the Imperial capital by Prince Kung and Lor(^ 
Elgin. Id accordance with its conditions, in addition !to a war 
indemrity to be paid by the Chinese, a special sum was to be given for 
t?ie families of the captives who had been killed or died in ciptivity. 
Thus, the object of the expedition had been obtained more speedily 
than Lord Elgin expected. The forces began their return march from 
Pekin towards Taku, there to embark, a brigade being detailed to 
occupy Tientsin until the indemnity should be paid. 

In obedience Co orders to join the Army of Occupation " ^ at Jientsin, 
as the brigade left at that place was now officially called, I left Hong- 
Kong by the steamer Formosa^ on November 38. Next ^ day, we 
^asSbd the mouth of the river Han, on the western bank^ of which 
stands Shah* tew, or, as pronounced in English, Swatow;rthe day 
following, traversed the ^^hannel that separates the island of Formosa 
from the city of Amoy on the mainland. Already the temperature 
was pleasantly cool, sky clear, wind and sea rather high, the effect 
of these con&ltions ^bracing and exhilarating, as compared with that 
produced by the trying and unpleasant climate we had left behind 
us. Tj)e general aspect of tin; coast wherever visible, as we advanced 
on our voyage, was bare and inhospitable. In our course, islands were 
numerous, the majority apparently uninhabited^ even by biria <nd. 
otherwise uninviting to look upon. .As we approached the Yangtsc, 
vegetation covered more and more thickly the islaftds passed by us*; 
sea-birds were increasingly numerous, the water thick with mud. We 
arriv^ at Shanghai on December 3. * 

In the latter days of Au^st, Shanghai had been seriously attacked 
by the Toipiog rebels. On both occasions, the Imperialists fled before 
the enemy; but a foreign contingent of British, Indian, and French* 
troops, with 4 body of volunteers composed of the foreign residents, 
repulsed the rebels,* on whom they inflicted severe loss. During the 


attacks in question, several buildings had been destroyed or seri¬ 
ously damped, the ruins bf ing promineut objects in our view. So 
also were the remains of bsuricades and other extemporised defences. 
On the ^ay of our arrival, the Indian llavy vessel, the Farou, having on 
board Lord Elgin and* suite, steamed up the Woosung River and 
anchored along^Ct us. The Ibllowing day the Grenoia arrived, wi 
Sir Hope Grapt, his staff, and various senior officers of the expediti 
Those allotted task was completed in that the object of the expediti 
had been attained. But a new phase was about to be assumed by public 
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affair; arrangements had to be ^nade (or evwts, the •shad^, as 
^eil as substance^ of which affected the immedkVe vicinity of Shang* 
hai, and extended oveita great part of China.* \VhereaSr diplomalic 
and mj|}itary action had been directed heretofore ^gainst the Imperil 
power, botR were now to be devoted to the support of that power, 
and against insurrectionary mov|iiients,^ the reu object of which was 
the overthrow of the ruling dynasty. Various bands of marauders, 
talcing advantage of existing disturbances, were devastating the neigh> 
bourhood. Piratical bands, in which were enrolled escaped sailors and 
vagabonds of* sorts, were giving so much trouble on the Yangtse, 
that it was necessary at once to dispatch a small river force for their 
supi)re8sibj). ^ » 

Copies of the Treaty* signed at I’ekin on Ootober 24 were 
immediafely affixed to the walls throughout the native city of Shanghai. 
Crowds of Chinese assembled at various places to read the unwonted 
documents, printed as they were in their own langu:^e. An English 
version was at the same time published, for the benefitpf foreigners, 
the nine articles comprised in it being to the effect that^i) The 
Emperor expresses his deep regret for^the affair at Talcu; (2) Her 
Majesty's representative shall reside permanently, or occasionally, as she 
ma y wjs h, at Pekin; (3) Eight millions of taels (;^2,000,000) to be 
* pai^i^instalroents (as indemnity); (4) Tientsin to be opened for trade; 
is) Emigration of Chinese to Itritish colonies to be permitted; ( 6 ) 
Kowloon to be ceded; (7) The Treaty of 1858 shall come at once into 
operation; (8) Tl^U Treaty shall be published in Pekin and in the 
provinces; (9} On the Convention being signed, Chusan to be reft or ed 
to Chinese (from occupation by the Bridsb), the British forces to com- 
.mence their march from Pekin to Tientsin; that, if necessary, Talcu, 
the north coast of Shantung, and Canton shall be occupied until the 
indemnity is paid. The morning after that Proclamatton had been 
affixed to the walls, it was fonnd in tatters and defaced! 

A visit to the native city and its immediate surroundings introduced 
us to scenes characteristic Chinese habits and of the particular cir¬ 
cumstances of the time. Withki the city and fosse a succession of 
narrow dirty streets, iow-bnilt houses, canois spanned by willow 
pattern ” bridges, cook shops, vegetable gtalls, fur and^^^curi^” shops, 
^joining one such street, a wretched shed, the damp earthen floor 
^srfly covered with straw, partly with refuse of very filthy kind. On 


U Chiefly the Ttlpinga 

• * * That' U, the Treaty oS Tlcntsio, dated l8sS» wa» ratified, and, together with a 
CoavdRba of Peace, tigned by Lord Elgin and Prince Kang. 
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the floor three huipan dead bodies, emaciated from starratioo; a 
voman almost devo*4 of clothing, wssted to an extreme degree, wailiag 
pfteously over one of »he three; another, still Uive, but to alt appear- 
^ce in the last extreme from loQg<ontinued want of food pus we 
were informed is the ^lace to which the miserably poor, and those who 
give up the battle of life, resort to die. Among the establishments 
visited were numerous fur shops, an extensive store of china or porce¬ 
lain ware, a factory in which is woven the beautiful gold embroidery 
for which Shanghai b famous,—the embroidery being for the most part 
on blue cloth, its own most characteristic pattern the Imperial dragon, 
distinguished by having five toes, whereas the more plebeian emblems 
,of the same survival of the pterodactyl has but four. What had been 
until recently otnamental **Tea ” gardens were now occupied by French 
troops; once highly ornamented buildings within such enclosures con¬ 
verted into barracks for'our allies. Uprooted shrubs and valuable 
plants lay about decayed and withered; rockwork, including fanciful- 
shapdd miniature bribes, cast like so much rubbish into what had been 
artificial lakes and streams peopled by fish and water-plants. The glory 
of the place was indeed gone^desecrated, as the Chinese could not 
jnappr(f)>riately say, by Westerv barlytriaiis.'’ 

To a distance of several miles inland from the (ity the aspect of the 
country is more or less that of a continuous burial ground, ioterst>ersed 
with coffins left as they were placed,* upon rath/sr than under the sur¬ 
face of the ground, many of them broken and so exposing to view their 
ghastly contents. Here and there patches of ground were devoted to 
the cAltivation of vegetables, in the midst of graves and coffins; while 
continuing our walk we met isolated coolies carrying at each end 
of an elastic piece of bamboo, supported on the shoulder at its middle, 
a jar containing the bones of their ^'ancestors,'’ being so borne 
away, doubtlhss, to be reverently disposed of elsewhere. Every¬ 
where the district was intersected by canals and water-courses, raised 
and narrow pathways across the intervening fields; we seemed to be 
wandering in the ** city of thd silentAlongside the several canals and 
pathways were avenues of trees and ormamental shrubs.^ The presence 
of the nhigpie, jackdaw, wagtail, and sandpiper carried our associations 
away to ahe insignificant island in the Western sea.” Game birds 
were abundant, as^we had an opportunity of witnessing in the ct^ 
market; but £nce that date we leam that villas, gaideoi, and orngl^ 
mental grounds have grown up, and so completely transformed the 


^ Chkfly privet (L^ustifum) aoJ lycira. AjBong the reprtsentstivsi bf 
plants were the 4 ock, dandelion, and ivy-Jeaved veronica 




* 

laftdiGtpe as seen by us. Almost aw every turn we met French snldiere 
4^. duty, in con^erable bodies marching fro4. Woosung, Wt whic^i 
.place reinforcements were being landed from transports; in fact, there 
was little in the aspect o( Shanghai to indicate that it was an AngUsh 
settle • 'Fhese and some other excursions were taken in company 
of Mr. Lamond, to whom I was much indebted for hospitality. 

H.M.S. by which I was ordered^ to proceed northward, left 

Shanghai on December ii. Three days afterwards we were oiT the 
promontory of Shantung; the weather propitious, sky clear, breeae 
moderate^ temperature on deck 48^ F. to 44^ F., sea smooth. But a 
rapid change took place. During the night of the 14th, darkness be¬ 
came so intense chat Captain Martin, deeming it unsafe to proceed in, 
a region little known and imperfectly surveyed, detr,rmioed to cast 
anchor. *By midnight we were in a heavy wind storm; it having 
cleared ofi* by daylight, the ship resumed pAgrcss and was speedily 
among the Meatao Islands; a few hours more and we were in Hope 
Sound, otherwise a sheltered position in the concavity of the larger 
island of that group, called Chang Shang, where we found the Britisit 
fleet collected, that of the French being off Chefoo, not far f^m our 
own. The Rahuk was ordered ,to await dispatches. While doing, 
a number of roughdooking natives, brown in hue, Tartar in feature, 
thei^efSthing partly consisting of wadded cotton, but in addition 
abundance of Ar|, c^e alongside in their boats, bringing with them 
' rolls of bread, vegetables and fruits, similar to .those we are accus¬ 
tomed to see at home. The presence of numbers of the common gull, 
the folder weather, the rougher sea, combirted sdll further to rec^ the 
shores Of England. 

Arrived off Taku,^ so thick was the hare and mist by which that 
place and the sea to some distance from it were concealed, that for 
' several hours neither the forts nor coast were visible, nor ;vas it till the 
following day that we were able to land. The little* gunboat the Ciown 
having taken ns on board, we were quickly in sight of the forts, some of 
them very formidable in appearance; in tbe shallow discoloured water 


stakes still stood in lines wber^ they had opposed tbe approach of 
Admiral Hope^s gunboats, and we were able toysdmate the further diffi¬ 
culties on Uisit occasion presented by the ^ong stretch of mud yhich at 
low tide separate us from the forts. A% evening Iras clodng in, we 
Metered the mouth of the Peiho ; in due time were wi&in tbe southern 
Art, above which floated the Union Jack, the northern being similarly' 
distinguished by the IVicotour. The great extent of its mud ramparts 


^ On December 16. 
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was st;en a» wc pass^ the inner gateway; huts in rows that had^een 
occupied by its deC’^nders were now used as bamcks by officers anA 
msn of the detachment temporarily stationed hue, or by military stores., 
(n all directions old gun carriages, broken wheels, furniture, and J^dris 
of sorts layabout ii^a state of confusion. I was under the wery unplea- 
sant necessity of a night’s accommodation from an officer, a 

charity which he kindly accorded me. 

Mounted on a borrowed horse, without guard or guide, I started next 
day en route to my destination, the distance to be travelled not less than 
thirty miles. A midday halt to rest my steed; a solitary tide along 
an ill-made road, through a Hat, uninteresting tract of countr>*, and fmal 
•arriyal without misadventure at Tientsin, completed the day’aproceed¬ 
ings. Already She cold had become severe; the wind, strong from cast, 
swept over the plafn ; i)atclies of water and canals were covered by ice ; 
thus the journey has Iclf on memory not a very agreeable impression. 
On arrival, however, I was kindly received by a brother officer.‘ 

' Dr. Galtiraiih. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

1860-1801 TIESTSftV 

Arrangemcr^ for troops—The uly—Alrsirnccot* Tartar RolUlers—Rides—Dogj an^ 
1)1 rxb— Agricullu rc—G rain • Fiores - W i i»f er—Great cold—M qjeraling—S pri ng— 
Temples—Chinese “siiori *' •'N»*w \ ear's Day—Puhlic baths— lce*hou 8 C— 
Foundling hospital—Story K<Mnan ('alhcilic I'iahop IIOKpital for Chinese— 
The **golden lily'*—GratUude- Wourwlod Tartars—Chinese Christian—Tor- 
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CHAPTER XXV 

1868 - 7870 . rOJ^T^i^^OUT/f 

DuUef—Gedlocy^8oc]e(iei formol^Porlland prison-^PArkhurst^GarriflOD 

G)rmnaMiO(—Arrival of and loist Kegiaient*>-<Man of jrd Light Dragqpns 

•^Salc of deooraiiont^lUncM—Discharging soldiers-^CuihmcQli* 

A ppointed to the Southern District,‘ the duties connected with 
departmental administration were entered upQn without delay. 
Within the garrison of Portsmouth, headquarters of the district, they 
included work relating to embarking and disembarking troops, in ad« 
dition to ordinary routine; through the Strict, inspections ot military 
e8tablish>i;tiV^« aod places with which I was already familiar. 

In visiting establishments on the Isle of Wight some pleasant excur* 
sions were taken m company with a kindred spirit * in regard to natural 
things. With geological map in hand,* we walked from point to point 
comparing the strata as we proceeded with the several illustrative 
sketches there presented. So also official visits to the Isle of Portland 
gave opportunity of studying the history presented by its rocks and 
strata, with regard to its alternating elevations and submergences in 
geological periods. The operations in progress at Spithead in connec* 
tion with forts intended to be built there supplied with ample material 
. in different shapes those among us whose tastes led us to tale interest 
in them. 

Among our numbers were several men devoted to different branches 
of natural history; others whose tastes and pursuits were in more 
purely professional subjects. By means of a happy coi^bination 
between the two a society * was set on foot, a room with fueh and light 
assigned to its use hy the War Office, and an excellent library collected. 
Papers were read at its meetings, abstracts! being published in the 
London professional joumala. So great was the succiss which attended^ 

^ Of fenglsnd. ^ Dr. MasBsell. 

* Joumai^f th 4 SocUtyt vol. x. 

* The Army Medl^ Society. 
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our efforts that a society of allied kind was fatabluhed by scientific 
and pfofessiooal re; 41 ents of Portsmouth and its sicini^. 

^ 'Fije then governor of Portland convict prison had previously held a 
similar position at Norfolk Island* to which at that time the worst and 
most desperate crifninals were tent from New South Wales.* The men 
he had there to dealVith were the moft desperate and reckless of their 
class; but some of the accounts Mr. Clifton gave regarding his method 
towards them were most interesting, some even pathetic, the keynote 
of his system having been, on suitable occasions, to appeal to their 
human nature. With evident gusto we were invited to enter what 
'he called his museum of implements with which from time to time 
attempts on his life had been made by convicts under his charge \ and 
very miscellaneous were they as they lay upon their shelves, duly labelled 
and arranged. Among the convicts were some who had in 'their day 
occupied high social position, one of them in particular. Passing them 
as we did, our gaze was averted as we did so, but it was not in us to 
withhold from them a thought of pity. 

At Parkhurst the governor" of the convict prison was a lady, the 
convicts being women. It the boast of Mrs. Gibson that, in main¬ 
taining discipline and admitflitering justice for offences, no barrier of 
any kind separated her from the offender brought before^and yet, 
unlike the experience already mentioned, with the exception of one 
occasion, violence had never been offered her. ** Unless," said she, ** I , 
have sufficient moral power to maintain order, ray influence would be 
gone." Her daughter had been carefully tended from infancy to woman; 
bcv!>d by a life convict. But among her prisoners were some whose 
disposition was most desperate; there were others who, when they ** felt 
a fit of passion coming on," made request to their governor " that, as 
a favour, she would allow them to ^'go to the pump," so that by the . 
violent e^rtion there required of them they might ^work it off." A 
short time previous there bad been under bet charge as life convict a ' 
young lady, the st^ of whose ^crime" and conviction occupied 
public attention to a more than usual degree, the question of her guilt 
being no* less discussed than were thfe circumstances under which her 
confession had been obtained, the reality of that confesrion, and the 
relation ot ** confessors " to the individual on the one hand, and to law 
on the other. 

The periodical, inspection of Garrison prisoners came within the. 

< ordinary routine of duty. As a matter of information, inquiries on such' 
occasions were directed to the effect, if any, of puoirhments undergrae 
by aoldien in deterring them from subsequent crime, the usual rf ply re* 
ceived being that the same men come hm over and over agan^" Fast 
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experience in regiments <ud been to the same effect in regard to offences, 
r^d to a considerable extent also taroen coming ^ on the'tick report 
to hospital, the numbers of the latter depending ^eltly upon the^nd 
of d^ty, parades, drills, and so on, that was about to take place. * RegR 
mental sufgeons understood all such moves on the part of the 
and for the most part were ablejto estimate at its approximate value the 
statements made by individuals. 

While visiting a rniliury gymnasium, attention was drawn to perform 
ances by the non<oniimssioned officer in charge, a noted gymnast, 
some of whose feats on the trapeze and otherwise were remarkable as 
showing high proficiency in his art At the rime of their perfocinancg 
his appearance indicated advanced phthisis, and within a month there- 
after he succumbed to that condition. Other instances more 01* less 
similar fb his have come under notice, indicating shat the abilit/ to 
perform feats of strength * and agility is not a constant indication of 
robust health, although it may be of knack ^ acquired by practice. 

Duty brought me in contact from time to time with repments with 
which on previous occasions 1 had been associated; for example, the 
34th at Aximghur, 35th at Dinapore, 9iUh at Sooltanpore, and 67th at 
Tientsin. The arriv^ of the 33rd from* Abyssinia was made an occa* 
sion to honour to the galiant **We8t Ridings'* for its services in 
that campaign. That of the toist on its first tour of home service was 
attended by various incidents, some amusing in their way, showing how 
new to the men were the conditions in which they found themselves 
^Fortunately for them comrades *’ in garrison gave them willing help 
io landing baggage, carrying coals, filling straw beds, and so on. 

Visiting the barracks at Chichester, I teamed some particulars with 
reference to the sequel of the incident connected with a soldier of the 
3rd Light Dragoons at Wuzzeerabad in 1853. 'fhat regiment now 
occupied those barracks preparatory to going on foreign service, but so 
numerous bad been the changes during the interval that with difficulty 
was one man found who remembered it According to his account the 
particulars given by the dun then alluded to, in regard to bis part in 
the murder on Wandswoitb Common, the disposal of watch and chain 
of his victim, were confirmed by subsequent inquiries. The jnan him¬ 
self was condemned to a lunatic asylum, and there he died.* 

While walldog along High Street on one occasion, attention was 
attracted to two medals exposed for sale in the window of a well-known 
silversmith of that day. To them was attached a sfiort printed notic^ 
relating that theg were the identical decorations presented to the two 
men most distinguished for gallantry in the battle of Waterloo. In 
default ^of heirs they had come to be among the contents of an old 
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cunoftity shop. They had respectively been fbestowed upon Colonel 
MacdeneU^&nd ScT|eant Graham, J>oth of the Coldstream Guaras, Hi 
theiydefence of I^ou^mont against the combined forces under Jerome 
'Bonaparte^ Foy, and Baehelu. On subsequent occasions, orders and 
decorations for Mutiny campaign were, for lack of heirs, sold by 
public auction; a commentary on the passing value of such things, 
highly prized though they are by those on whom, for services rendered, 
tiky were conferred in the first instance. 

In the spring of 1S70 I experienced in person what in many other 
instances is a sequence of continued attacks of m|tlarious illness, in 
/hat they seemed to culminate in one of great severity, even after nearly 
a year and a half of English climate. To the great care and skill of 
two krmy surgeons ^ 1 owe my recovery—indeed, my life. 

Restoration to fUll activity was slow. Meantime, a duty slevolved 
upon me the nature of which was unpleasant, as it seemed to me 
invidious. A scheme of Army retrenchment was to be enforced. In 
accordance therewith reductions in the numbers of men borne on their 
rolls were ordered to be carried out in regiments in our particular 
district as in others; the instptciions under which officers concerned 
were obliged to act leaving to ahem little, if any, discretionary power. 

The classes of men to be selected for slischarge, and s^rv/he room 
or recruits to be enlisted under the short service system, comprised— 
(1) the sickly and weak; (s) those of^d character; those who for 
reasons of their own were desirous of obtaining discharge It was felt 
that, of the first, the greater number would be cast adrift, incapable of 
earning a livelihood, and so be thrown upon parish relief; that by the 
second, a number of incorrigible characters would be let loose on the 
public, to prey upon it either by b^ing or by crime, to be further a 
burthen to the taxpayer in respect to expenses of prosecution, and 
of maintenance in prison while undergoing punishment for crimes com* 
mitted. Tne third class was composed of those who, having become 
trained soldiers, inured to discipline, were lost to the service when 
their individual value*was at its greatest Some of us felt strongly then 
that such numerical reductions as werec deemed neceasaiy, on account 
of public Reasons, might have been carried out by the more gradual and 
less objecrionable method of ceasing to recruit for a few weeks or 
months. 

f 

^ Lcflch, 46U1 Regiment; O'Leary, Royal AitUlery. 
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CHAPTER XXVI 

l%^0 *JULY^Bf:T£MBER, FRARCO-PRUSSIAN WAR. SIEGE OF 

PARIS ^ 

Franco*Pruftiftfi War—Appitinlotl lo ihe French •^OennanMcctsie^—Arrive ii^ Pori* 
—Kumoufi—Aspecl^^finUlry of War^Outnp de Man-vCaptured ua Pra|Kkau 
§py^RnBKMr% an<l fact^^A diflarbed night^Rerolutibn of September 
Kicape of the Empress—Viooy arrivcf from Merieres—After the He volution— 
The outlook—Armine ^ masses—Approach of (he enemy —en 0r«rr<— 
Aspect of the city — V*ersaiites hooounUycapitulated —rrovisionlni;— 
Present and proftpective evils—City dosed— Preparations for the defence— 

Police ia abeyance — Paris encircled—Some ambassadon quit —Conditions 
within—Amazements for wounded. , 

t 

I N the middle of July (1870) the rooming papers recorded the inci- 
dent at Enis» soon to become famous, between Benedetti and the 
King of Prussia^ its effect in Paris a demand for war, and by the popu¬ 
lace shouts of A Strlin /** Events rapidly developed; the Powers 
concerned prepared for war; proffered mediation by England rejected 
* by France. On the aist of that month war was declared by the King 
6f. Prussia; on the ajrd by the Emperor of the French; on August 2 
the young Prince Imperial received his dt ftu \ ^ war had 

begun. 

A few days thereafter I was warned for service with the French in the 
capacity of Medical Commissioner, to report to the War OSce on cer¬ 
tain specified points relating to military organisation in the field. 
Aware the importance of duties before me, prC|iaratioiu were quickly 
made for entering upon them^ incladrog the payment of heavy extra 
premium to an insurance office. 

From that time onwards my attention was directed to th^ Amarkable 
development of military events by which those declarations were fol¬ 
lowed. 4 n the fint instance there was the small success of the French 
at Saarbruck on August a, followed on the 4th byaheir severe defeat 
at Weissenburg, after which one defeat after another followed in quick 
,succession; nanfUy, Woerth and Spichereo on the 6th; Forbachen on 


^ At Savbrack. 
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the 7th; St Avoid on the 9th, when the partial investment of Metz 
began) Strttburg ii^^ested on iAetioth; the battle of Courcelles 
Lon^Ule, near Pehge^cn the 14th ; the battles of Mart la Tour, Grave- 
Ibtte, hnd St. Privat, i6th to iSth» both iocIiisive» leading to the rom- 
pletc inmtment o(Metz. The aspect of aflairs had been'so affected 
by those events that preparations for thp defence of Paris began on the 
a 3rd The Germans following up their victories by that of Beaumont, 
nOur the Belgian frontier, on the 30th, forced Mac Mahon to fall back 
upon Sedan, after sustaining very severe losses in men, guns, and stores. 
In other directions, during the same period, one success after another 
continued to attend the advance of the invaders. 

The jst of September was with me a busy day; amon^ its inci¬ 
dents, receiving instnictions from the War Office, special passport from 
the*Foreign Office,•letter of credit and necessary cash from agents, and 
lastly, taking leave of my beloved wife. Leaving Charing Cross by the 
8.45 pm. train, I arrived in Paris early the following morning. Later 
in the day, in obedience to orders, I reported my arrival to the British 
Embassy, presenting at the same time my official credentials I was 
informed that an application would be made to the Ministry of War 
for a sauf conduit^ to enable me to proceed and join the Army ot 
the Khine^' under Marshal MacMahou, at that time *^#emewherc 
between Verdun and Mezi^res, on the left side of the Meuse.** 

An impression was ** in the air” that all was not wdl with that army, 
but beyond rumours more or less vague nothing seemed to indicate 
knowledge of actual events of the previous day, still in progress at, and 
in the vicinity of Sedan. Afternoon and evening brought more definite 
particulars; telegrams from Mezihres announced that MacMahon was 
wounded, fugitives inundating that town, all communication with Sedan 
** interrupted ”; but to inquiries made in official quarters there was 
silence. 

We had observed that near the Gare du Nmd large numbers of work¬ 
men were engaged oji the fortifications in that direction. Within the 
walls bodies of arm^ men, some in uniform, inany not, marched along 
the thorofighfaies or were undergoing drill. As day advanced crowds 
assemble<^ at comers; pedestrians increased in number; kiosks and 
windows presented caricatures, in execrable taste, of Prussians from 
king to peasant The Champs Elystes was comparatively deserted; 
already it had an unkept appearance. Here and there a small group 
gazed at the pexfonnances of Ponchinello ; a few equipages drove along 
its centre way. Agencies of various Sod^tds des Sepouri aux Blesses 
had taken up positions in large buildings or open spaces; from many 
windows and over entrances floated Red Cross flag! 
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At an earl^ hour on tlfe 3rd, Colonel Clardinont, MiUtaiy Secre&iy 
/ td the British Embastj, conducted me to the sev^ office^ from one 
or other of which he expected that die necesj^* orders woul^ be 
issued to enable me to cany out the mission assigned to me. *Fail* 
ing to obtifin those orders at one and all so visited, he made direct 
application to the Minister for ^ar, but with no bther result than an 
intimation that *‘the correspMdence on the subject must pass through 
the ordinary routine, and in the meantime I must wait’’ It was wfi- 
dent that something very unusual had taken place or was in progress; 
the demeanour of the officiab with whom we came in contact indicated 
the fact with sufficient clearness. Colonel Claremont was in all proba^ 
bitity mad ^acquainted with the nature of the events in question, for as 
wG separated, each to proceed his own way, his patting remark *was, 

I dunVexpect now that you will go much beyond I’aris.” 

The Champ de Mars forms a huge camp ground: 
guns, waggons, tumbrils, horses, and men crowd the space so named. 
Infantry of the line there are in battalions, many of*them undergoing 
the earlier stages of military drill, their style and general aspect far 
from realising the British idea of what is soldier-like. The arrangement 
of the camp itself, including tents, mathiei^ conveniences and neces* 
si ties, slo.'ialy and untidy. 

In its immediate vicinity the Seine was a washtub for the troops, 
many of whon\ Vere occupied in beating, scrubbing, and otherwise 
cleansing articles of their clothing in the edge of the stream. I lean 
,over the parapet and observe the process. 1 am grasped by a soldier; ^ 
others hurry to his aid; I am captured, a prisoner. The spy mania is 
rarApant I am marched off as such, first to one *^post,” then to 
another; psssport and other official documents taken from me; my 
escort increasing as we proceeded. It comprises cavalry, infantry, and 
gamtns, the latter becoming more and more demonstrative ” in their be* 
haviour as we went, iiowshouting,^‘w^^/e Ptussuft/* **A ias PismarekP* 
now laying bands roughly upon me, until it looks y if in their excite* 
ment things might fare Badly with me. Arrived at a police station in 
the Rue Crenelle, I found myshlf deposited in the company of a very 
roiscellaneout anortment of pisonniers^ and there spent somp two or 
three houn as best I could. At the end of that time my teedentials 
were flui^ at, rather than given back to me; the official of the place 
. pointed to the door, and without deigning a look at me aaid, / 

Allni' and so we parted. Naturally enough I was* indignant, and oc^ 
reaching my hotel declared my intention to rep<^ to our Representar 


^ Of (he lotb I&kaify, corrsspooding to mj old regiment. 
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tivfi the*epitode through which I had passed; i>ut was quietly infomed 
by others better acouainted ihdji ( theo was with the state of ^aiTain, | 
that I need not trt>uDle myself i he would do nothing in the matter. 

• aV evening wore *00, rumoun of the morning assumed the ypect 
o| fact^ terrible iq their nature as they were unlocked fop and unex- 
pected: the French had been hopelessly defeated at Sedan; MacMahon 
wounded and a prisoner; the Emperor a prisoner; 40,000 mcn^ of 
hig. army prisoners; no obstacle to delay, far less prevent, the ad« 
vance of the Prussians upon Paris. All was excitement along the 
streets and boulevards; shouts were heard of aocf ** Vive 

la RlfuUique f*' Doubts and fears were expressed as to what on the 
morrow the fate of the Empress, who was still in the Tuileries, might 
I^ssibly be. ^ * 

All through th( following night there were sounds of movement 
in the streets: the tread of troops on the march, the heavy roll of 
guns, tumbrils, and waggons. In the Chamber of Deputies transactions 
were in progress ^e nature of which did not transpire till long after¬ 
wards, though the results were to be seen within the space of a few 
hours. Men, who till then had been roinisten and other officials of 
the Emperor, declared short/y after midnight the Imperial regime 
had ceased;’ they elected from among**themselves what intended 
to be a ** Governing Commission,” and so discounted the events of the 
morrow. No wonder that such a svlf^chosen body* failed to receive 
general acceptance, as indeed was scarcely to be looked for considering 
the many discordant political elements existing within the capital 

From early morning of Sunday, the 4th, a dense knd tumultuous* 
erdwd filled the Place de la Concorde; in the Rue Royale and Fau« 
bourg St. Honors workmen were hauling down Imperial eagles and 
i‘N's/’ by which various public buildings were distinguished and oma* 
mented, the mob cheering them as they proceeded with their self- 
imposed Work. The gates of the Tuileries gardens were open, the 
gardens of the palace filled with people; down the Rue de Rivoli, and 
upwards towards the Arc de Triomphe, the Gumps £Iys6es, streams of 
people were in motion. Across the entrance to the bridge leading to 
the palace of the Corps L^[islatif, a body of regular troops was drawn 
up with fiafosets fixed. Down dong the Champs Elyses marched in 
cadence to beat of drum and note of bugle an imposing force of 
Nationd Guards. Nearer and nearer they came; greater afid greater 
was the excitement in the crowd, including the small body of foreigners ‘ 

* In reality 80,000 men prisoam, and SCO guns lost * 

* The Resolution oa the subiset was proposed in the Corps Legislatif by J^lri 

Favre. » 
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who, like myself, were ireeistibly drawn to, and by curiosit^ held in^he 
* scene.* A moment more and the tjro Mts of fosoes musuhave been 
in actual collision with each other—with what copfe<Iuence8 who could 
predict? Then were raised upon bayonet pomU the k^pU <s( thw 
regulars, as from their ranks the shout burst for(h» Vive fa Gar^e 
Nativnak / '* The latter instantly followed suit; the shout of ** Vive la 
LigneP^ told us that fraternization was complete. The hall of the Legis* 
lature was immediately occupied by the bourgeois; half an hour l^;r 
the Government ot the Defence was proclaimed in the Hotel de Ville. 
Armed men in blouses took the place of sentries of the Guard at the 
Tuileries; the tricolour still waved above the central dome of the i^lace^ 
The sympathy of us foreigners who mingled in the crowd was with the 
Empress, & we expressed to each other in subdued ton^s, our wonder 
as to the^eans by which her escape would be effected, or whether ^he 
was to fall into the hands of the masses, now wild with excitement as 
they yelled out Vive la Nathn /Vive U Jllqubli^ne r 

interspersed with still more threatening ejaculations. That a Revolution 
had taken place, the Empire given place to the Republic, was evident; 
the apparent ease with which that great change had been effected was 
matter of surprise to onlookers, and tc^ the i>eople by whom it was 
effected. In the Place de L Concorde the sergeants de ville were 
roughly handled, old scores paid off, in some few instances their 
lives taken; the statues of Strasbourg and other cities were draped in 
crimson cloth; Aien came along the quays bodies of infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, not to open fire upon the revolutionary crowds, but in 
progress to the fiatskirts of the city. 

Long after the occurrence of the events just related, the circumstarfee 
transpired that arrangements had in anticipifion been made to ensure 
the safety of the Empress. The passages of the palace and inner gates 
were occupied and otherwise protected by a considerable force o( the 
Imperial Guard, so that as in their haste the crowd rushed irf from the 
direction of the Place de la Concorde, they were moved on and on 
until they emerged from the palace into the Cour de Canousel, where, 
finding themselves so far outmanoeuvred, they stood irresolute. It was 
then that, taking advantage of tbdr confusion, the escape of the 
Empress was effected by the aid of Prince Mettemich and Madame La 
Breton Bourbaki; whether with that of M. F. de Lesseps or not seems 
to be queltioned. 

Vinoy at the bead ot the 13th Amy Corps arrive from Meaihrd, 
hU retreat therefrom, in face of the Germans flushed by victory at* 
S^as, looked upon u the most masterly performance yet achieved. 
His forpes occupy camp in the Avenue de la Grande Ann^e, and 
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thither csowdt retort to ate the men who had ^eifonned to successful a 
feat; the oMer and^f^ulaiitf iji aU that concerns them indicatiog tbdr * 
traii^mg and discif)1inf in Btrc»^ contrast to what was so recently ex- 
'perie'nced in the Champ de Mart. But chiefly was attention directed 
certain mysterious objects carefully concealed by canvas coverings^ 
but with an outline litethat of artilleryguos. These were mi/rail/eus£s, 
from which great results were anticipated 

walls of houses and enclosures were affixed announcements 
that the Republic had been declared, and giving the names of those 
who now constituted the Provisional Government Other notices 
rimilsrly displayed contained appeals to patriotism on the part of the 
National Guards, and manhood of the capital, that they should rally to 
the le^ue of Patrie en Danger, Troops of the line marched in 
various directions, the object of the movements not apparent.* Groups 
of men stood at intervals along the streets, the ki/i as yet the only 
item of uniform worn by them. 

The tone of the press moderated from what had lately been; it was 
evident that grave events threatened, the possible nature of which 
caused thinking people some anxiety. Cafte usually brilliantly 
lighted and crowded with ctmomers became less so; uniforms took 
the place of civilian costume at the small tables within and without 
Outside the ramparts, houses and other buildings were in coune of 
demolition. On the defences the work of repair and strengthening was 
in progress. Railway stations were crowded by people,—some en* 
deavouring to get away, together with their removable belongings; 
others to get all such property inside for comparative s^ety. 

Preparations for d^ence went on apace. Private carriages disap¬ 
peared, except such as were retained by special permission; public con¬ 
veyances decreased in number, the horses belonging to them being 
requisitioned for public purposes. Women pedestrians were few; 
scarcely a man to be seen on the streets, in shops, offices, and other 
establishments, but^those who wore more or less complete uniform; 
those on the streets carrying rifles, side arms," or both. At night, and 
throughout the day, the sound of drum and bugle was incessant; 
here and there varied by the Marseillaise song in stentorian voice. 
In the Pl&ce de la Concorde successive bodies of aimed men paid 
homage before the statue Strasbourg, gesticulating and vociferating 
as they did so, that emblem becoming concesled under the wreaths, 
^deposited upon it* Meanwhile, to prevent the Prussians from obtaining * 
the game hitherto preserved for Imperial purpose;s, a public battue 
to take place at Compi^ne was proclaimed * 

Men, to whom in the emergen^ arms were issued, inoeased 
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numericalijr faster thaa Hid the deans of proi^ing them wuh unif<jhn. 
^ Alrea(fy did the circtamstance luggeat to macj that by placing in 

the hands erf* the masses sach means of offenc^ a feurce of possible 
* danger to public safety was thereby created. TImt idea was speedil/ 
fostered hf the occurrence of scenes of disorder in tome ^ocaliti^s 
by the men so armed; by otl^ers no less suggestive, in which men 
fraternised " with troops of the line over absinthe in cabareta 
By the loth of the month the Prussian forces, 300,000 strong, m.re 
at IJgny, not more than twenty*five miles from the capital The 
terms m which by.certain joumab appeals were made to the invaders 
were questionable in respect to dignity: on the one band,» if 
friends/* otfering friendship; on the other, if as enemies, barricades 
and sewers traniformed into mines to be exploded under thecq.* M. 
Baibi prdposed that pcrfable fortresses, etch of a strength equal to bne 
hundred thousand men, should be sent against them; other proposals 
for annihilation of the advancing armies were submitted to the 
authorities, and declared impracticable. • 

During next few days information as to transactions was received 
with increasing vagueness, such items as seemed reliable only through 
English papers, and that not for long, •^^ome of the classes, who in 
more peaceful times had willid^ty served in the ranks when drawn/' 
now expressed a desire to serve by substitute, if they could Mobiles 
great number* arrived in Paris from the provinces. Public an* 


in 


nouncemenU declared that so great was the devotion of the people to 
^the Defence that the Zfvh tn Matu would leave the proportion of men 
at. their homes as one to twenty •eight women. According to some pub¬ 
lished Statements, the men already enrolled were more formidable^in 
numbers than in quality; the withdrawals from the city of those liable 
to service so numerous that special measures against them were pro* 
posed in respect to their civil rights and property. A report circulated 
to the effect that cartridges and other ammunition contained in 
ordnance stores had been seriously tampered with. ^ 

It if Sunday. Fashidnable resorts, including the Champs Elysdes 
and Gardens of the Tuileries} are crowded with men and women. 
Cafds partially deserted a few days ago are now crowded. ^ Booths 
of PuDcbinello are surrounded by knot of amused spectators, the 
style and demeanour of the people generally by no means such as 
. might belooked for under the circumstances present and prospective. 
' Mobiles recently collected from the provinces nisR about irregularly 
wherever the crowds are thickest; their rifles at the trail ; their 
bayonets fixed,—sources of danger to everybody. Streets and roadways 
show si^ns of neglect News circulates that the Canal de TOurque 
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znk some other conduits have been “cut’’ by^ the Germans, the fact^ 
being the fh'tt to in^cate the near approach of the enemy. 

** Versailles has^hoaoorably Capitulated.^ Such was the next intelli* 
gence to reach us. Confusion thereupon became general A grand 
review of forces of the Pefence of Paris forthwith ordered; informa* 
tion circulated by abthority that the several forts beyond the line of 
ramparts were fully armed and manned by saiiots under command of 
thVir own proper officers. As extemporised battalions marched towards 
the general rendezvous they presented in their ranks two types Qf man* 
hood^the Parisian and the provincial: the former poor in physique, 
and undisciplined; the latter, strong and active, but unacquainted with 
anything beyond elementary stages of military drill. A captive balloon 
cSitablished ot> Montmartre from which to observe the movements of 
the enemy. A fuiore of destruction suddenly set in, resulting in that 
of bridges, houses, and everything destructible on the immediate out- 
skirts of the city, including a considerable strip of the Bois de 
Boulogne. ^ 

Stores and provisions were collected to enable Paris to withstand a 
siege of two months' duration, that being thought the limit to which 
such an emergency could extend, should it happen at all. Cattle and 
stock of all kinds were brought within the walls; fodder and grain for 
them collected, and food of all kinds, available for human consumptidn, 
stored; a census of ** mouths *' takeout the same tinfe# 

Already had evils shown themselves as a result of billeting armed 
men on the people; huts were therefore prepared in the boulevards, 
and other open spaces for the former. Disinclination was soon apparent 
in a suggestively large number of the men to occupy their pro'per 
places on parade. From the city there was reported exodus of men 
whose names were enrolled for military service. On the walls were 
posted codes of instructions as to the correct manner of loading rides. 
Authority was given to the system now introduced whereby improvised 
battalions of National Guards elected their own officers-—a system from 
which deplorable results were soon to arise. 

Gates along the line of fortification^ were now closed against traffic, 
except to penons bearing special permits. Musters taken of so<al)ed 
**eirective*’combatants, prepared, according to declarations by them¬ 
selves, to defend the capital to the death, gave their number, including 
all classes * of troops, approximately at 400,000. Among us foreigners; 

I 

> According to Regulnfioni at that time in force, cotucripU \n6 volonteert for the 
line, having eerred therein eeren yeart, or 00 ittaiaing the age of t»enty»Bine year^ 
pu«ed thence to the Garde Mobile; over that age they pa» inio the Gaide jUtiontJa. 
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hints circulated that neffher by Trochu nor dlher superior officer wtre 
^hopes of ultimate success entertaint^, taking: into' iccount'^he bind of 
’ material so extemporised M. Thiers had procee^d*on his mission to 
’ the Governments of Europe; hopes accordingly entertained that inter** 
vention by*EDg1and, Russia, and Austria, singly on united, might be 
brought about It was an open secret that sympithy of the princifjal 
leaders, civil and military, within the capital were more in favour of the 
jKist regime than of that now entered upon, their hopes that by sdRie 
means or other restoration might be effected, a siege and probable 
bombardment averted. Those hopes were soon destroyed; tnforma* 
tion circulated that the terms on which further proceedings on the part 
of the Germans could be arrested, included such items as a heavy 
money indemnity,^ the retrocession of Alsace and Lorraine, as alsb 
of half the French fleet. « 

In the streets and everywhere else within the city filth and otherwise 
objectionable matters had accumulated to a very unpleasant degree; 
means of conservancy and cleansing were defleient; the atmosphere 
polluted by odours of decomposition. A se|)arate police force to take 
the place of the Gens d'Armes extinguished on the day of Revolution 
had not yet been established; crimes violence were the more re¬ 
markable in their infrequency^hen that circumstance is taken into 
account, together with the heterogeneous elements of which the defen¬ 
sive forces were puw composed. * 

The plot thickens; information reaches us which leaves no doubt 
but that Paris is encircled by the enemy. Within the city there is 
gqperal commotion; in battalions and smaller bodies newly raised 
levies march towards Vincennes; trains of ambulance carriages wend 
their way in the same direction. Official notices affixed to walls 
direct that all men liable to military service should report themselves 
within twenty-four hours at the rendezvous of their respective corps, 
under penalty of being proceeded against as deserters. In striking 
contrast to all this turmoil was the sight of several elderly men and 
others calmly and peacefully fishing in the Seine; their prize an occar 
sional gudgeon two inches long Or thereabout 1 

At this point some representatives of Great Powers quitted the 
beleaguered city with the intention of proceeding to Tours, where it was 
stated another Government than that of the capital was in process of 

'a soldier of the line engages in the first insuace for the tern of seven yean; he 
may at its expiraikm re-eogige for other seveo or fourteen years. At the end of 
twenty-five yean In tbfi service be becomes entitled to a pensim equal in amount to 
per day. 

* Five inrlliards of Francs; equal to two hundred DiUtons of pounds sterling. 
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fornati^n. ' Among those.who did so was the Pritisb Ambassador. The 
Consul of ^aris had already proceeded on leave of absence, llie out- 7 
come of the sta<e^<^ aflairs )io created being that upwards of two * 
rthousand penons chuming the rights and pri?il^es of British sa^ects « 
were \ek without ^official represeDtative. Colonel Claremont, Military 
^cretary, to his great credit, speedily returned within the ramparts, 
and remained with the besieged until Qie defeat at Champigny left the 
qi^stion of capitulation a matter of only a few weeks to be decided. 
By no means did all the Foreign Representatives quit the capitals 
Among those who remained were the Minister and Consul-Gelieral of 
the United States; the Ministen of Belgium, Spaing Portugal, Switzer* 
land, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway. Neither did the Persian Ambas- 
atdi'r withdraw from his official i>osition in Paris. 

The corps of SOrgeants de Ville is re-introduced; itinerant.musicians 
parade the streets, their favourite instruments the barrel-organ, haq>, 
and violin; beggars become numerous and demonsimtive. Parties of 
Mobiles march excitedly, and in an irregular manner, in various direc* 
tions, no one knowing the why or wherefore of their movements; some 
to the sound of drum and bugle, others without such instruments. A 
report circulates that outside^*the ramparts the members of that force 
fired upon each other instead of at the enemy; they were said to have 
arrested their commander on the plea that he held communication with 


the Prussians. A tax was put upon, meat and bre.id sold in shops; 
supplies from without had all but ceased; Rentes were down to 54.15; 
The general demeanour of the masses in ill accord with the conditions 
in which their capital now was. * 

"From the day on which intelligence of the great defeat at Sedan 
reached Paris, a degree of enthusiasm became manifest among official 
classes and private individuals, in regard to arrangements for possible 
sick and wounded, which contrasted very favourably with the confusion 
and indecision in military afiairs abeady recorded. The ordinary mill* 
taiy hospitals under administration of the Id tendance were equipped . 
to their.utmost extent; various large buildings fitted up as annexes 
thereto; societies of various kinds, ai^l pertaining to different nation* 
all ties, established hospitals, or ambulances sedeniaira as such places 
came to^ called, at different points throughout the city; several clubs 
were similarly transformed, and numerous private families made what 
anangements they could for the reception of tick or wounded men in 
case of emergency. The medical faculty of the capital voluotea^et^ 

^ their services in a body; ladies devoted themselves to “ ambulance " 

4 

work in a manner and 00 a scale never befm witnessed, while voluq- 
teen as braneardiers gave their names in numbers beyond requudmentt 
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even according to the^ost liberal estimate of probabfe casualties, 
•^*^Thus It came about that provision teas complete fof 37,ood^tieDts. 

At a later period so numerous becanie the '* nurses ” that to carry 
' a bmssard^ turned into a fashion; young women piaytd the nurse witit 
wounded sbldiers as little gizis play the mother with iheir dolls!^' Many 
earnest women devoted themselves to the work,*but that the remark 
just made was not without grounds was no less true. In some instances 
the declared object with which they undertook such work was to rel&se 
men tljerefroro, so that they might join the active ranks in combat, or 
become ambuiaruiers. In other (instances it was said of the ladies so 
employed that they restricted their ptrformanca to mere show, leaving 
all real wo^ in the wards to men, but ready to accept credit really due 
to the latter. Instances occurred of wounded Frenchmen submiUiog*a 
formal request to be moved to wards in which their auendants should be 
men only. Up to a certain time a halo of romance attached itself to the 
movement as a whole; Utterly the brightness of that ** glory ** became 
less daszUng. * 

Unfortunately some of the larger ambulance establishments drew 
upon themselves suspicion ; a report circjilated that while above them, 
at also some huts or banaques erected* for similar purpose, waved the 
Red Cross flag, side by side with or in close proximity to them were 
stdres for combatant purposes,^in at least one instance artillery ready 
. equipped for battik. There wcrc*cynics who said that the profusion of 
Geneva flags on private houses was indicative of a desire on the part 
. «of the inmates )o claim protection under that emblem, as much as the 
wish to share their rapidly diminishing quantity of food and ^^comforty'^ 
with sick and wounded men. The fact that brancardiers were ‘'neutral’* 
by virtue of the brassard worn by them was cooridered by pessimists 
. to account for the great popularity attached to the Corps of Ambu* 
lanciers as compared to the fighting battalions. Nor were thgre want¬ 
ing persons who expressed views that the entire system of “Sod^t^ 

‘ des Secoun ** had in it the objection that by their means responsibility 
in respect to the care of si^ and wounded soldiers was wididrawn from 
Government concerned, and so war |wotracted beyond what would 
otherwise be possible. 

^ Red Cross badge worn on the aro. 
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CHAPTER XXVII 

t 

1870. SEPTEMBER. SIEGE OF PARIS 

An AUacienoe^Action at Cballllon<»Tbe daA6crcmsclaae<~*M/4wrr>/^ftr 
* ^onlrastfl conditions—Battenei open—Theatret and LouvrS—Food and 
prices—More colitrasu—Action at Villejuif—Adnin the Alsadenne^ !Iislorical 
siet'es. 

A mong the ** ambulances” visited by me while being prepared for 
their inten'ded purpose was one in the near vicinity of the Luxem* 
bourg Palace. A particolar club was in process of transition accord* 
ingly; its members, socially distinguished in Parisian society, had arranged 
among themselves to undertaVe the entire management and work, 
professional and otherwise, in connection therewith, the female members 
of their respective families devoting themselves to the performance* of 
such functions as pertained more plopcriy to theib.» In a spacious 
a|)artmeot of that club-arabutaoce, a number of ladies were variously 
occupied in arranging articles of bedding, night-dresses, bandages, etc.. 
Ajnong them was one, an Alsacieone, young, fair, and so gentle •in 
manner, that as she accompanied me through the several aportmbnts 
about to become wards, 1 took leave to ask whether she had formed 
any idea as to the nature of the duties that might fall upon her in. 
relation .to wounded men, and, if so, whether she felt that she was 
physically capable of them. ** Of course,” so she said in reply, ** she 
could not tell what those duties might be, or if she would be able to 
fulfil them; but in such circumstances as now threatened, it was the 
duty of^eveiy one, man and woman * alike, to do thrir best, and she 
ho^ to do hers.” 

In the^early houn ot the tpth, the French forces, some 60,000 
strong, occupying the heights of Meudon and ChatUlon, were 
attacked, and dri^n away by the Germans. It subsequently transpired 
that although considerable numbers of the regular soldien of the line 
stood their ground as became them, otben, mduding some Zouaves, 
fled panic-stricken; their example was quickly followed by the Mobila, 
and so, as day advanced, great numbers of those classes wei;s seen in 
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flight a^oDg the great thoroughCues of the city* a few of them carrying 
their anns^ but the great majoriqr wthout we^oos of* any* kind, 
shouting as they fled, Ncus sommes /nAi!” thei^^elves saluted the 
* populace with cries of ** LAchts'* * The sight was a melancholy one* 
its tendency to impair whatever belief existed in regard to the tucce» 
ful issue of the defence now entered upon. Still later, ambulance 
carriages passed along the streets, bearing their loads of men wounded 
in this the first serious engagement in the near vicinity of the capAal, 
the siege of which begins as a result of that action. As subsequently 
expressed by newspaper correspondents, there is little doubt that had 
the Prussians followed up the fugitives on this occasion they mighs with 
them have gntered Paris. 

In tlj^vening of that day the sound of shots fired ^n the streets Vis 
heard; mport spread that two thousand of" the dangerous classes ** 
were abroad, a report so hr confirmed that they were being marclted 
under escort to tlie gates, and so expelled, to take their chances 
Ijctween the lines of bnieged and besiegere. It wal deemed unsafe 
for foreigners to appear, lest, being taken for Prussians, they might 
vicariously suflfer for the success of ihc morning. Caftfs and such 
places were ordered to close early; declaration published that 
persons convicted of pillage should be held liable to death penalty. 
The discovery was made that telegraphic communication with the 
outer world was cu\ off. Under dll these circumstances there existed 
an impression that the risks to life had been lessened to those within 
•the dty by the ^pulse sustaioed by our defenders ** in the morning. 

^On September 71 was celebrated in Paris the outbreak in 179 s of 
the'Republic, and massacre of French nobles. Placards declared that 
the successors of men of that day will prove themselves worthy of their 
ancestors; other afficha expressed determination to resist to the death, 
to accept no armistice, to yield neither a stone of a fortress nor an inch 
of territory. In the Place de la Concorde a battalion of the Garde 
Kationale presented arms to the statue of 5 tra$bou*i|, sang in chorus 
the Marseillaise, decent^ the emblem itself with floral wreaths; 
having done so, they marched away 1 Soon there came a body of 
patriots their task to drape the figures of Marseilles and Vyons in 
red, in token of the Republic declared at both those placis. Along 
the Rue Rivoli came a battalion of newly*enrolled citizen soldiers, their 
destination said to be the firont At the head of the column marched 

or the Mobiki btfldsd in the hoUl where I resided, some re-eetered quietly 
siDoking ibeir pipes or ebaroou. One of then remarked that he had fired three 
eholi .i^aiast Uie emy; bat as hk eonpaoioos bolted, be did not see the fan, as 
he cspre^*d it, of reoainiog to be killed 



244 ’ T/iirty-ifine ^eflrs in the Army [iSyo 

r ' < ■ 

in gorgeous aad picturcsqii'e costame a cantinifci%. Tbe men's rifles were 
decorated w(Ch erer^eens; accompanying them were their wives and * 
children, all in te^jrthe bra^ men loudly sbgiog, Mourirpour la 
As they reached the Rue Royale an aflecting and sad pasting 
was witoMed; the column resumed its march, but now in silence; 
but, as subsequently frinspired, not to comn in conflict with the enemy. 

A strange contrast between conditions was now observable. Con¬ 
siderable numbers of the fugitives from ChatiUoo were marched along 
some thoroughfares, their coats turned outside in, their hand> tied 
behind them, the word “ lAcht^ placarded on their backs. Masses of 
men, including old and young, the strong, decrepid and malformed, 
gathered in front of the Hotel de Ville, and along the bot^evards ex* 
teiidtng thenc.; to the Place de la Bastille. After a time the crowds 
dispersed, but the reason alike of their gathering and of their dispersion 
did not then transpire ^ Meanwhile, the aspect of the boulevards was 
bright and gay with women fashionably dressed, and men in uniform ; 
the csf 6 s crowded, their inniates laughing and joyous. At the kiosks 
people eagerly purchased papers of the day, and laughed at the 
caricatures of Germans, executed in even worse style, if that were 
possible, than anything previo^y seen. In the Champs Etys^es goat 
carriages and merry-go-rounds, Mobiles inlaying games of sorts, nursery 
maids neglecting their charges, men squabbling, songs, patriotic and 
ribald, half-drunken men everywhere. * * . 

Events developed rapidly. The sound of heavy guns at difl'erent* 
points around the outskirts told its own tale. The heaviest firing came ^ 
from the direction of Meudon. Crowds of people gathered at the 
Trocadercs and there watched for explosions of Prussian shells as they 
burst in mid air or crashed through the leafy woods adjoining the 
Seine, though at some distance from the city. A balloon dispatched 
from within glided westward at an elevation beyond the reach of 
Prussian "fire; the balloon, as we subsequently learned, being guided 
by M. Nadar, wbq while passing over their camp^ dropped showers of 
his own advertisements among them. 

Nowthe theatres were in some insfances turned to another purpose 
than tha^ of mere amusement; they were transformed into ambulances, 
the male ^>ortion of the tifual perfiwmera^ taking their places in the 
fighting ranks, the ladies adopting the brassard as nurses. Another 
signifi^nt incident was the barricading of doors and windows of the. 

^ Louvre Museum, a number of water reservoirs being prepared near it, 
in case of fire, and with evident regard to possible bqmbardment 

^ The object of the deiueastisiion wu to flensed thst nonldptl rieedoos. ihooli 
be immedlaldy proceeded with. p 
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ilie inhabitants of vftagea within the Unb of inTestroebt were^ad* 
mitted inside the ramparts; there they became e$t2t)lisbed* as scr many 
communities, each under its own adminiitrationt^ Oonditioni, present 
and«pro8pective, pointed to the necessity of systematising the issue ot 
food stores; meat was unobtainable it butchers* establishoients and 
restaurants. A register was established on whic^ was inscribed the 
names and residence of persons authorized to remain within the walls, 
these numbering two millions, exclusive of lf0uc/ut inuttUs alr&dy 
expellpd. 

From academies and medical schools students enrolled themselves 
as artillerymen and ambulanciers. So popular was the Ust-namwl 
corps that^many fictitious membere were soon arrested for bearing 
its br^^rd. In some instances it was said of citizen ‘'^soldiersi’^tHht 
they showed small desire to take post in advanced positions; in a few, 
that Gardes Natiooaux and Mobiles objected to proceed beyond the 
barriers. While on the one hand certain enthusiasts endeavoured to set 
on foot a League of Peace, others proposed schemel of mutual assur- 
ance against casualties incidental to a state of siege Still went on the 
work of destroying emblems and changipg the names of streets associ¬ 
ated with that of Napoleon. A proposed was made to strip from the 
column ID the Place Vendonie the historical scenes on its metal 
c^ing, and utilise the bronze for purposes of defence. Wives of 
workmen on harficades and other defences might be seen carrying 
the implements of their husbands, while the latter lounged about un- 
. encumbered, in ail respects unlike earnest okvr$grs. In the 
Ipng hours of inactivity that intervened between short periods of 
indifferent work, tongues and idle hands became in their respective 
ways so demonstrative that, as a counterpoise, a series of cheap perfor- 
masses “ for the benefit ot the masses ** was organized. In the pages 
of Ze Combat was a proposal that a subscription list should be opened, 
with a view to present a fusU Shonntur to the man who should shoot 
the King of Prussia, tbe subscriptions to be limited to five sous per 
person. Prussian helmets were offered for sale in such numbers that 
people asked each odier how ial' off was their place of manufacture. 

Ten days elapsed since the Prussians gained their positiop on the 
he^hts of Chatillon. Meanwhile it would seem that be^'ond slight 
combats nothing of importance occurred between besieged and besiegers. 

. Rumour tan that ‘‘the people**—within Paris--deaianded to be led 
against the enemy by whom their city was surrounded, while the daily^ 
Journals advocated such a demonstration, if for no other object than 
to quiet iuch of tbe disaffected as declaimed against tbe past inaction. 
On September 30 a combined force of the line, artillery, cavalry, 
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Nafional Goirds and MobfleSi said to number in^ll 10,000 men, attacked 
the Prussians at Villejuif, where,at first thef were successful. At* 
another point, hewtxfiz, —namely, Choisy 4 e>Roi,—the result of the 
fncautious rush ma^e by them was unfortunate to themselves; 4hey 
sii5taine<f heavy loss in killed and wounded^—General GuHh^m being 
among the former,-^d were constraine4 to withdraw behind the 
adjoining forts. 

Buring the interval between those actions 1 visited several ambu« 
lances, containing considerable numbers of wounded, and now much 
added to by those from the sortie just mentioned* Among those 
visited was the one near the Luxembourg Palace already noticed. 
But the Alsacienne was no longer there. On the fatal day of Chatillon, 
amohg the vxiunded carried thither from the field was an officer 
whose injury was,of the gravest nature. To him was assigned an 
apartment; he was pbced under sole charge of the young nurse, 
whose first patient he thus became. Night closed in; the surgeons 
attended to his injuries; then patient and ** nurse ” were left together. 
With return of daylight came the morning visit On the bed lay still* 
and cold what bad been the wounded man; kneeling beside the bed, 
her face buried in the sheetsf ^lerself in a state of catalepsy, was the 
nurse, her condition so sad and extrelne that she was straightway 
taken to her friends, with whom, as subsequently transpired, she long 
remained an invalid. * « 

t 

All of us recognised the fact that the attendant conditions of a 
siege were upon us, that with regard to their future course everything 
was uncertain. Under such circumstances we read with interest a 
resume of the history of past si^es of Paris, published apparently for 
our encouragement in one of the morning joumala^ It appears that 
Paris has unde^one seven different si^es; namely, in a.ix 856-7, by 
the Normans, for thirteen months, at which date its population numbered 
60,000 ifersoos; on that occasion, though the besiegers committed 
great destruction^ in its immediate environs, they were ultimately 
obliged to withdraw. In 970, the Emperor Otho II., with 60,000 
troops, a]>peared before its walls; but he was routed by King Lothaire, 
and pursued as far as Soissons. In 1559 Charles of Navarre blockaded 
the city, and tried to reduce it by famine; the population suffered 
intensely, but in the end, Charles, learning of the approach of relieving 
armies, raised the si^e, and with bis forces witbdmw. In November 
of the same yes^, Edward III. of England invaded France with' 
100,000 men, and marched on Paris the following spring. At that 


^ Is Ch<Ae. 
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tim^ Paris contained a»o,ooo inhabitants* • During the wlych 
lasted three months, they suffered the horrors of famine, but the^troops 
of Edward, having devastated airthe*^surroimdiag» country, became 
thenjselves short of provisions, and were €0nse*({uentIy compelled t) 
withdraw. •A century later, the English, under Edward IV.«who 
came possessed of the city, were attacked by Charies VII., whom ih^y 
had before driven to Boorg^ and Joan of Arc was wounded at the 
head of a storming party* Finally the French were repulsed, ^or 
seven years Paris was ** between the hammer and the anvil,’* till at 
lost thi citizens revolted against the exactions of the English, and let 
the French into the pUcc. In 1589, at which time Henry IV. laid 
claim to the throne of France, the king’s army attacked the Faitboufg 
St. Germaihj after which the siege was raised for a few months, tfi be 
renerTCwsn 1590. On that occasion the siege lasted eigbty-fivddayt; 
namely, from May 30 to August 23. The popuftce were reduced 
to such straits that animals of all kinds, clean and unclean, were 
slaughtered; soldiers chased children, and put them,to death as food; 
bones were dug up and prepared as fafis / an instance related of a 
woman who devoured some of the fle^ of her own offspring, and 
shortly afterwards died mad-^and no^ * wonder. At the end of that 
time the approach of the Duke eff Parma forced Henry to raise the 
su^e. In iSz4 and in 1815 the city capitulated without a battle. 
The seventh sieg; is now in progress. It is for us to fulfil our destiny 
* to the best of our ability. 
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CHAPTER XXVni 
J87O. OCTOBEK. SJBCB OF PARIS 

. • 

C«ioture KaiIwaf«*Adf«nc«d pM—F'M rrutuaD^St. Cloud Palac^Historical 
» auodatimu-vSicw of the tlnct~0alloon and pigeon posl*^ d&t Anglais 
4)nlub Chariiabtc Fund*»Two mer|*eAcrts—Defence* and worlcmeii«--^|)er}ot 
oHicen—Other oCicera»Rank and Ale^Fedmls^Extemporucd ** troops 
/•‘ram$ Tirtnrs — Amas^nts At 4s ^^tW—CoancII of Hypene^Softie on Mai* 
maUon^The days followiBg—Excursion to Boulogne^ Stirring events—Minor 
measures-^Numcrout tick and wounded. 

E arly in October two ^ of ui proceeded some way by Ceinture 
Railway, the more conveniently to see condition 1 beyond the 
walls. The Bois de Boulogne was sad 1 )^transformed in aspect; trees 
recklessly cut down, Sower beds destroyed, troops already established 
in camps, others preparing for themselves bowers of branches, while 
from Mont Valcrien the frequent recurring boom of heavy guns told of 
missiles directed therefrom upon strong positions of the enemy on the 
heights of Meudon. 

Descending at Porte Montrouge, it was with some difficulty yrd 
obtained permission from the Etat Major to go outside that part of the 
fortifications. Proceeding along what once had been the road to 
Bicbtre, we came upon and passed a succession of barricades. 
On either^side of our route were gardens and fields now laid waste, 
hamlets and villages deserted, houses dilapidated, and in many 
instances destroyed, the better to dear the way for artillery fire upon 
our besiegen; at short intervals a thin layer earth concealed a 
torpeda Still further towards the front, outlying sentries of the con* 
tending forqes exchanged stray shots with each other. 

At Arcueil the Dominican Collie, transformed to an ambulance, was 
filled with wounded men. Among them was a German soldier, he 
belonging to the s^rd Iniaotiy, the first of the enemy with whom, so 
<far, we had become acquainted. He was not only well cared for, but 
petted by those around him, and, to judge by expression, wu well, 

^ Mr. tVbitdmnt, of tke TAtpnpk^ tad nyself. 
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contented with his suiAundings. In cours^of our trip wS came \i)>on 
*various parties of troops of the lin^ marching to their fronts for already 
we were within range tji the Pnmian«needle grin.* In one of those 
parties was i man upon whose knapsack was ^ched a cat, which 
clung to itd position as best it could. It was probably the crfature i^c 
man loved best. * 

On another occasion of an ^xcunion by the Cdnture we witnessed 
the conflagration by which the palace of St Cloud utterly perished. 
From various positions artillery Are was continuous. As we watched, 
flrst a mass of dense smoke, then of lurid flame, bunt from the edifice, 
and speedily the whole was in a state of min. Subsequently it wgs 
said that the French themselves was due this great mishap; whether 
by iq;2>ntion cr accident did not transpire. « , * • 

Amon^ the historical associations connected wi(1i that palace Ihe 
following may he noticed: In it on July 39, ^589, Henry III. was 
murdered by the monk Jacques (?I^ment \ Henrietta of Orleans died; 
Peter the Great was received by the Regency in the titne of ].^uis XIV. 
There was signed the capitulation of Paris in 1815; Queen Victoria was 
received by Napoleon III. in 1855 \ and in 1870 the Declaration ol 
War against Prussia was signed. Strangely enough, the tabic used on 
the last-named occasion waslimong the few articles saved from the 
conflagration just witnessed. 

Signs of the tjnres multiplied apace. Sounds of firing by heavy guns 
became more and more distinct and continuous, conversation turning 
upon the circumstance as if it were an ordinary though interesting 
spbjecU Precautions against inctndit were pressed on. Denionstra- 
tiens of various kinds took place in the different parts of the city, the 
people composing them comprising numbers of those from Belleville 
and Mobiles bearing arms. At most of them the Marseillaise with 
other patriotic music mingled with denunciations against the besiegers, 
against whom, however, those who most loudly denounced seemed to 
consider further personal action unnecessary. Nor did the Provisional 
Government escape their* declamations, the expressions against it being 
in some instances no less strong than those against the Prussians. 

A post by balloon and the employment of carrier pigeons Jiad been 
already introduced, the first for the dispatch of communications, the 
second for thm conveyance to the authorities within the city. The 
. first so * brought in was a Proclamation by Gambetta, who had by 
means of aerial transit proceeded to Tours. By {ibotography it was^ 
reduced to a minium sue, and so attached to a pigeon; by a reverse 
»iDet)^ it was Ailuged, and so made legible. Throughout the remain¬ 
ing period of the siege letters were regularly dispatched by balloon to 
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thoie dtM t6 me; bot weeks had to elapse be^bre intimation from the 
outside^ world was r^eived^ * 

The arrival of ^oionel Lindsay in the middle of October as ’ 

Uearef of /^aotooo, a*dooatioa from England to the sick and wounded * 
in^Paris, a^as an in:y>ortant event He entered the city in the uniform 
of his rank. The spy mania was still strong; he was captured as suchi 
and underwent various unpleasant experiences notwithstanding the 
philanthropic character of his mission. By order of General Le Flo, 
Minister of War, I became a member of the Committee appointed to 
distribute ** le doo Anglais,’* and fulfilled the duty as best I ^ould. 
Looking back through the vista of many years doubts occur as to the 
actual amount of good effected by that While it was in process 
of, distribution^ jealousies were expressed among institution/^ to which 
portions of it werd given, while among various classes of pendRs the 
remark was heard**' It is all very well to send us money, but France 
expected aid of another and more active kind.** Nor were the French 
singular in the views expressed, if information subsequently gained is 
correct. 

Those who, as already olludied to, claimed rights and privileges as 
British subjects had to be seep .to by countr)'men able to afford partial 
help in the circumstances of the time. ^Previous to the departure ot 
their Representative, intimation was sent to them that they also were at 
liberty to quit the threatened city; bus if they preferred^ to remain, they 

^ Ihe following fonn is that of letters peniiiUed to b« so dispatched 
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* The (act transpired (hot certain ambuUacea were eoublished rather for the 
eadeontage td thdr Chan the good of skk and woonded. Others acted 

altoftiher indepeodenlly, bat hod oeither ptnmml aor to fit them for thek 

profened purpose. With SQCb at were allied to military bospitafi it wu saftckatly* 
easy to deal and adjust ; not so wltb the others iUodad to. « 
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did so OQ their individtal responsibility. So stringent were order% left 
•with t^gard to the ^British Charitable Fund*^ |hat beln therefrom 
could only be given under authority that Rep^sentative, and it 
imii^ssible to obtain after his departure. As ejqftessed by some^f the 
persons aUuded to> **What could they do by qi^itting Paris? ^11 
their possessions were in the dty; so were their homes; if they weie 
to die of sUrvatioQi bett& do so there than away, shelterless and 
wanderers among strangers and possibly enemies. Their meaiss of 
obtaining or earning income had (or the time being ceased; unless 
aided by compatriots, they must perish.’’ An extemporized Board of 
Assistance ^ obtained for and dbtributed among them he)]^ and to 
those sufTcring from illness professional aid. But in all this the official 
element hifd no part. ^ « « 

The vvrrent of events had made two points clear :^he first that in the 
annihilation of her army at Sedan, France was subjected to an emergency 
not calculated upon or provided against; the second, equally unforeseen, 
that a powerful army was rapidly strengthening ai investing circle 
around her capital. Such measures as were adopted under the com¬ 
bined circumstances must needs be taken on the spur of the moment, 
and from materials ready at hand, the^ facts to be borne in mind by 
those of us who were mere loskers-oo.* 

. Works of defence included the strengthening of forts and ramparts 
already existing > the erection •of barricades, and other operations 
incidental to conditions at the time existing. Workmen unused to 
such requirements had to be employed, the results being disproportion 
between labourers numerically and in their performances, alike in 
quantity and in quality. Much of their time was spent in trifling, in 
’demonstrations,” in drinking, singing, and fighting with comrades 
who had joined the ranks as ’’soldiers ”; others of them were loud in 
demands for arms, though, as subsequently shown, those given to them 
were misused. The general result of these conditions was that when 
October had came to an end defensive works were incomplete. 

The line of action, and of what was looked upon as inaction by 
some of the higher military officers, was subject of talk and com- 


' Composed of Sir Richard WalUce, Honourable AUui Herbert, Dr. Shrimpton, 
Sir John Rose Coemsek, And the Rev. S. Smyth. 

* How* strangely tiaiiUr the drcanstaaces alluded to to those of Prussia In the 
* early years of the J 9 tb century I Thea “ rrassia had made ao provisioa for defeat. 
Her fortrenea, though garrisoacd, were U 1 commaoded and unprepared for seriouw 
resistance. PamiM*aiid senUaent bad dictated her war, ia wMch prudeacc and 
'foresight had ao part. Her territory was reduced to a fragment, her army to a mere 
residue. Review, October, 1893, page 42$. 
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mtjfi. Of the Governor was said that in t^esc respects his policy 
was enignia^cal; hi^ sympathies wete more with the deposed Emperor 
than towards the Re^vbUc, hoWog coromunicadon with the Empress 
Aid her enemies^ but abandoning her in her time of greatest difEcalty. 
Lktle fitted to conduct the duties of a leader; more able' to detect 
administrative faults'than to remedy thepa; vacillating in opinion; 
liable to adopt the views of the latest speaker in an interview; making 
proiliises which be left unfulftllcd; substituting phrases for action; 
circulars and proclamations for force of arms; his demeanour between 
opposing factions so equivocal that he was doubted and mistrusted 
by all Having little confidence in the armed men under his 
command, and in ultimate success of the defence, his obj<K:t in con* 
tiifuihg it was that he might so ** maintain the honour of Fra^^ce.’’ 
Disbelieving in the continuance of the Republic, his hopes were in 
restoration of the deposed Emperor: an event towards which the policy 
of Bazaine at Metz was deemed likely to conduce. Towards his 
officers, personal feelings rather than public considerations dictated 
his demeanour; thus his supersession of Vinoy by Ducrot at Chatillon 
was considered to have led fo misfortune on that occasion, as ill- 
feeling towards Bellemcre did Subsequently at Le Bourget. It was said 
of another general officer that on September 4 he was in command 
of the line at the Corps Legislatif, who fraternized with the National 
Guards, and on the 19th abandoned his position *at Chatillon, re¬ 
entering Paris with other fugitives. 

That among staff and other officers were men whose reputation stood 
high was acknowledged. But aa impression was abroad that thf 
former class were so numerous that individual efficiency was thereby 
impaired, while battalions suffered in consequence of their withdrawal 
That there were some who scarcely gave the impression of efficiency 
was no less apparent. These were to be seen lounging about caf^s 
and boulevards, usually in exaggerated uniform and trappings, their 
hands encased in ':%anchonu^ On the line of march towanls advanced 
positions, the frequency with which a few of ihe latter resorted to the 
artistes who as vh'a/rdihrs was subject of not admiring wonder 
to foreigners who looked on. While in actual movement the process 
ol electing *tbeir officers was gone through by some battalions ol 

Federals.’’ On such occasions, political considerations seemed to out¬ 
weigh those of military efficiency. Men have been seen soliciting 
^yotes with bottle in hand; in some instances men ** elected" refused to 
accept the distinction; in others, altercadoni were to<be seen between 
individuals* 

* See Gttirn it 1870-1871, Farii. Af AUrad Duqset. 
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The rank and file oT the defenders ** were more fd^midabU in 
'numbers than efficiency. It was that in cread^ such«^ force arms 
of precision were placed in the hands ^ men banging to recognised 

dangerous classes/* nor was the difficulty that*might possibly arise 
in getting *from them again those arms unperceii^ by respOD8i||ie 
authorities. Subsequent events sufficiently proved it would have been 
better for Paris and for France had such a force not been organized^ 
had terms of peace been arranged prior to the calling together of 
** Fedml ^ eletnenta With the exception of relatively small numbers 
of the old amy and marines^ the defence was to be carried out by 
levies, of whom it was said that they comprised the old and the younj;; 
the hale and the lame, gamblers, and the disturbers of the peace/' 
Th^«£ elements thrown togetl^er promiscuously were* forrae^'into 
battalions, but otherwise they were without cohesion^ br affinity. 

Of the regular cavalry, the numbers available for service were small, 
not exceeding some 5,000 men, and not all these were employed in the 
face of the enemy. The artillery was made up in part of regular 
soldiers of that branch, partly of marines, and partly of Mobiles; thus 
it presented the two extremes of excellence and non-efficicncy—the old 
soldiers presenting the former of these characteristics, those newly 
drafted into the ranks the laudl*. The 2 ^uaves, of whose achievements 
we were already accustomed to hear so much, and from wltom so much 
was expected, ^i)ed altogether So fulfil those anticipations i in some 
instances showing defection and panic in the face of the enemy, in 
others such feeble resisutnee that they came to be looked upon as 
qseless against trained soldiers inured to battle. 

'The National Guard ^ was distinct from the army proper; it had its 
own laws and code of regulations. The Mobile Guard was asaimi* 
lated iO the active army for purposes of pay and discipline—like the 
line, organized in distinct battalions. While the German forces were 
at a considerable distance from the capital, several corps of* Mobiles 
were brought thither from the provinces. No soone^J^ad the Republic 
been declared than several of their members were among the frrst 
of the insurgents to force their^way into the Tuileries, from which the 
escape of the Empress had not yet been effected. \Vhen, immediately 
thereafter, wders were issued within Paris for the enrolment of such 
troops, those orders were obeyed to a partial extent only; evasions 
were fffiquen^ desertions numerous. If in their ranks there were 

some trustworthy men, report stated that there was*also a dangerously 

• 

* t The militii fptte so-called comprised the Garde Katioaale Sedeotslre, and 
* Mobiles, the first naned havlog its own ** organualbn," if Mch a term is appUeabie, 
the last aflUiited to the regular annj. 
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largi proportioD of fiigitiv^ from justice, and of the criminal glasses. 
SubsequentrsVperiet^ proved that fuch elements were more read^ to 
declaim for the Cofnn^une than Co face the besiegers; that when led to 
the front they speedily withdrew therefrom, although on such occasions 
their casualties wer^ nil. 

f 

To many of the extemporised troops the declaration of the Republic 
was looked upon as giving them the right to trangress law and order, 
to <flaim whatever they chose at the moment to desire, but to give 
nothing in return. Fratemuing with the worst elements of Belleville 
and Vilette, they early joined them in demonstrations against existing 
government; and being billeted upon the civil population, evil in¬ 
fluences were spread from class to class, to the serious dango* of public 
adbiinistration; 

% 

Various corps of Francs Tireurs were extemporised. With regard to 
them as a body, it has been said that for the most part the men were 
bad soldiers, acting according to their individual pleasure; marauders 
not only with regard to the enemy, but to the French, whom they were 
supposed to assist. By the Germans they were looked upon as 
assassins, and dealt with accordingly, whenever they fell into the hands 
of our besiegers. It is true thit among^ them there were good men, 
but so relatively small their numbers that their influence upon the 
general tnoraU was imperceptible. There was at least one corps 
among them whose bearing and efliciehcy was unquestionable, namely, 
Fraschetti’s £cfainun d Cheval de la S^hui but, unfortunately for 
them, their gallant commander fell in battle before the operations 
were nearly over. As a body, the reputation accorded to the France 
Tireurs was that they fled before small bodies of the Germans, by whom 
in consequence they were looked upon with contempL 

A movement of very unusual kind was suggested, and although 
never carried out deserves to be noticed in these reminiscences. The 
intended movement was none other than a demand on the part of a 
number of women that in the first place they should be granted social 
solidarity^* whatever that may mean; and in the second, should be 
drafted into a series of battalions, armed and clothed suitably to their 
sex; that those battalions should have the designation from one to ten 
of the ** Anuuones dc la Seine ” j that they should **man ** the ramparts, 
and so take the places of battalions proceeding more to the front.‘ 

A Council of H^ene was early organized to take upon itself the 

< It will be remembered that on the oatbreak of molioy iofMQ the sepoys at, 
Dinapore, It wu contemplated to ann the ** Amaaoaes ** of the lOth Regiment of 
Foot, and that men bad c rety confidence in their fighting qualities. I 
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various^ duties relating to public health, that il so far as it could be^nv 
tected under the circumstances it; wlpch the ct^ was The 

gradually diminuhing food supplies, includingt^milk, producer] evil 
eflfeAB ia the aged, the very young, and the sick; ordinary diseased 
incidental *to the season of the year increased iif prevale/tcci whMe 
smallpox did so to an ext^t which ultimately merited the name of a 
]>cstilence. Vaccination became compulsory, and it was a somewhat 
amusing sight, even under the conditions of the time, to see lAiole 
battalfpns of citizen soldiers being marched to the £cole de M^decine, 
there to undergo that operation. 

An important sortie ’ against Prussian positions on the west oi Paiis 
took placebo October sr, the first on a large scale that had as yet 
beer'made. The several ambulances established withih the cky As< 

9 I ^ » 

patched to the field no fewer than two hundred carriages of sorts in 
anticipation of a severely contested battle. Among them were eight 
from the American, situated in the Avenue de Tlmp^ratrice, the car* 
riages well and el^antly built, each horsed by four nigh>bred animals 
from the stables of wealthy Americans, the fitrsonntl in smart uniform, 
the maiirid provided on a most liberal scale, the whole in a state of 
completeness for its expected work. As the cavalcade stood, drawn up 
iii regular order, all eyes were turned towards Mont Valdrien, from 
which three guns hred in quick succession were to be the signal for the 
general advance. * About noon the appointed signal was given. Away 
started, in their assigned order, the line of caniages; down by the Avenue 
de la Grande. Arm^ towards Port Maillot, they went at rapid pace, 
attracting the admiration of pedestrians, many of whom waved their 
hits in token thereof. Arrived at Courbevoie, the appointed rendezvous 
of the ambulance services, we * were directed by an Intendant to take 
up position on a vioe<lad ridge behind Mont Val^rien, midway be* 
tween Reuil and Boogeval, towards both of which places the active 
forces were advancing. Two French batteries in our immediate front 
opened fire upon the enemy; one of the two, consisting of mitrailleuses* 
being so directed as to sweep the valley that intervened between 
the ridges on which were respectively posted the guns of besiegers and 
besi^ed. Across that vall^, but p^y bidden by vine bushesi a strong 
iofanuy force of Gennaos was in progress towards us, while stretching 
away on our right battalions were making progress towards the enemy. 

. The fight quickly became developed, aitiUery and infantry fire from 
contending sides becoming increasingly rapid and destructive. That^ 


' Under the coaunaad of General Dacrot 
* I wu with the AaezksBf on this ooeadoe. 



256 . Thirty-nine Years in the Army [ib^ 

froifi the bsiheries close US our position, though less regular than what 
in actions iq*the Mhtinjr campaigns had opportunities of observing 
as directed against tA^ rebels, /was so to a degree beyond what we had 
been \td to expect, insidering the materials of which the defeoding 
and exteiCporized ^forces were composed. The mitrailleuse^ were new 
to us, hence their p^onnances were observed with all the greater 
interest; the general impression left upon us that their destructiveness 
in the open fell short of anticipations. In our immediate vicinity and 
along the line of combat, casualties became so numerous that xhfi best 
energies of our ambulanciers were fully taxed. The approach of even* 
ing told that hostilities must soon cease. Our carriages now Ailed with 
wounded, sixty-four in all were collected, and so began tbeir journey 
back* towards Paris. It was dark when we re-entered the gate by 
a few hours earlier wc had emerged ; the great thoroughfare towards the 
Arc de Triomphe was dimly lighted by oil lamps, for the manufacture 
of gas had ceased with the expenditure of reserve coal. From the 
crowds at Port Mlullot came loudly expressed inquiries for friends who 
perchance might be among our wounded. As we continued our progress, 
people formed dense lines on,either side of the broad avenue; hats 
were respectfully raised; our further progress was between row's of 
uncovered heads—a touching and spontaneous mark of appreciation and 
deference to the Red Cross establishments of which we were members. 
The results to the French of this gteat sortie wert unfortunate, the 
casualties on their side very heavy. Among the subjects of those 
casualties were an cx-consul at Stettin, two popular land^pe painters, 
and a sculptor, all of whom fought in the ranks as private soldiera 
The events during the next few days were in their several wa>*s 
characteristic of the time and circumstances. The press boasted that 
seventy German soldiers had been captured at, and brought into the 
city from, the late battle, while rumour ran that the captives were cast 
into the*'ordiiuuy prisons, there to associate with the criminal popula¬ 
tion of such places. Seasonal cold was rapidly increasing in severity; 
the sqpply of fuel giving way, the issues of food, already under strict 
supervision, were still more rigidly superi6tended; the quantities allowed 
per ration curtailed, not only in respect to persmis in health, but for 
the sick and wounded. He explosion of an establishment devoted to 
the manufacture of Orsini bombs caused a good deal of injury to life 
and property, at the same rime that the attention of the authoruies was . 
^thereby drawn to the circumstance that those implements were being 
prepared on an extenrive scale, but for use within the ,waUS| rather than 
against the enemy ttQl b^nd the lines of fortification. * The diminish' * 
iog supply of materials for the manufacture of gunpowder greeted 
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attention to the catacombs as a possible*source whenft in gi^ater 
' emer^ncy saltpetre might be obtained. Betsreen h^osal and 
Mobile Guards quarrels occurred from {he drcu^iltamce that the former 
were employed only on the fortifications^ while t^e Utter were sent so 
the front, *therc to engage against the enemy. Asthe readteit wt}aof 
solving the difficulty it was^ ordered that ^^the citiMQ soldiers should in 
their turn be taken beyond those lines, in order that they might be 
gradually accustomed to the sight of the enemy.** * 

Aq excursion to the vilUge of Boulogne brought me face to face with 
an incident new to me in ‘'civilized*' warfare. That small town» once 
the favourite resort of visitors, was now reduced to utter dilapidatiqp ; 
its ordinary occupants fled; its ruins giving shelter more or less com- 
to defending troops; its streets borricadetl; garden anc^'other 
walls lotfpholed. Through some of those loophole^ sentries took^aim 
at isolated Germans, as the latter came into view among the woods in 
which they were posted; at others, a sentry for a small " tip " handed 
his rifle to a stray visitor to have a shot at U Prusse, * It was not long, 
however, before a r.iltlc of rifle bullets on the wall put a stop to this 
kind of" sport.’* Kruin Valvrien and oilier forts heavy continuous firing 
went on, their missiles directed upon ^glrticular points of the German 
jiosition, where siege batteries were in course of erection for jiossible 
bombardment of our city; front those positions an equally active shell* 
fire upon French Outposts wentMeadily on« 

Among the minor events of the time, one was the addition of several 
battalions of ^"ederals to those already existing. Another, an attempt 
^ade to sup])res8 the extent to which cantini^res had come to march at 
the head of battalions. The grounds of that attempt included the fact 
that in all instances such followers were young girls, many of them little 
more than children, who were thus exposed to temptation while beyond 
the obserration and care of their parents or other guardians. 

For once in a way our besi^ers appear to have been taken unawares. 
At Le Booiget, towards the end of October,^ a small body was success¬ 
fully attacked by Francs Tireurs and Mobiles. But their success was of 
brief duration. Report circulated that remforcemenu applied for by 
Belleroere were refused by Trochu, that refusal the outcoipe of per¬ 
sonal feeling. Be that aa it may, an attack id force Iras speedily 
delivered by the Germans; the position carried,’ with great slaughter of 
the occupants. There was constematioa in Paris. All through the 
^tst the streets were in a state of tumoiL Massel of people, the great 
majority armed^ marched towards the Hotel de ViUe; that building 
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surroTjnded t/ them; the members of the Derence made prisoners; 
cries of ^ Vive la Conmune I ” intersperaed with yelU, and clarion blasts 
everywhere; the CorLmune wa^* in Yact declared* But not for long. 
The ib6th Battalion of Nation^ Guards forced their way through^he 
instirgents^ rescued •the Government, and so saved the capital from 
scenes which were to disgrace it four months later on, in which scenes 
the same battalion was to play so iniquitous a part 
Thi extent to which si^ness preyed within the dty had become 
alarming. Accommodation and other necessities for the suffering were 
severely taxed } for although regular combats between the opposing 
fotjpes yftrt cot frequent, the results from collisions of daily occurrence, 
and of almost continuous fire from the batteries of the enemy, were a 
large *j|pflux o£» wounded men. Funeral |>roccssjons along the qjjjd 
sloppy streets wer^ of constant occurrence. Certain maladies, among 
them smallpox, prevailed to a great and fatal extent As if to eni* 
phasise these conditions, news circulated that Metz had capitulated ; ^ 
a large portion of\he investing force thus set free on its way to increase 
that of the besiegers around Faria So ended the month. 

NaSidy, on the syih. 
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CHAPTER XXIX 

1870. NOVEMBER. SIEGE OF FAR IS 

Lc Jour dcs Kortv—Rc<)uiem—Polllicat excitement—Conditions within the (Uy— 
I*T(>sreM et ftfTalrs—Porte St« Dems—lalendeU fortic—Da^tle t>f Chun^ggy— 
Nighl^n the field. ^ 

L b Jour dcs Morts was devoted to visking the cemetery of P^re la 
^ Chaise. That vast city of the silent was ii:A>r6 than usually 
crowded with mourners and other visitors. Recently covered graves 
were numerous; around many such stood sorrowing relatives and 
friends, some of whom placed thereoa wreaths or other tokens of 
aiTcction; around othen stcA^d similar groups, some of whom rc* 
decorated tombs of those longer numbered among the dead. The 
assembled crowds were grave and demure, as beftued the occasion. At 
intervals the sound of heavy guns came as if floating on the air. On 
reaching the higher ground within the cemetery, the sharp fing oi 
German rifle shots came sharply and often, as the missiles passed over* 
fiead or fell among us; for it seemed as if they were direct^ upon the 
mournen by the more advanced i>osts of the besiegers out of a spirit 
of wantoDoess—not unlike, it must be confessed, that already shown by 
French sentries and othtrs at Boulogne. But ^it was not war’’ in either 
instance. * 

A requiem mass in the Madeleine for victims of the«irar up to that 
date was a most impressive service. That beautiful church, dr^ied in 
black for the occasion, was filled to crowding by men and women, 
longing to all social grades, those of the higher classes wearing deep 
moumbft all having lost members of their families on the field of battle, 
or by disease which bad already assumed the character of pestilence; in 
near fffokimity to the altar sat some few mutilated men, who had so fisr 
'escaped with their lives. While the service was iit progress, the rich 
music of the recently erected organ, then used for the first time, was* 
(woken in upoa*from time to time by the sound of heavy artillery from 
the oOter forts. Durin? the address delivered by the Abb^ Deguerrv 
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ther^ame at^companiaeDt coQtitiued. In less four monUxs there* 
after ^e venerably and respected Abb£ was numbered amdhg the 
victims of Xht Comntipe.^ / ^ 

» Political excitement was rampant within the city serious outbreak by 
tl^ inhabitants of BelleviUe and Vilette was dreaded; but on the result 
being declared of elections rendered necessary by recent events ni the 
Hotel de Ville, the disturbing elements accepted for a time the defeat 
the^by given to their cauie^ and gradually became less demonstrative 
in behaviour. But not for long. The publication of orders for reorgani¬ 
zation of the National Guard was immediately followed by renewed 
disturbances in those localities, from neither of which did men volun¬ 
teer for the ranks in obedience to the call do so; some battalions, already 
itKlU^ing members from those quarters, refused to take their tuQ of 
duty on the ramparts, declaring their intention to plunder thedity if such 
orders were persisted in. The difficulties of the existing Government 
had become very great Public loans for purposes of the defence 
were called for hnd subscribed. Negotiadons were carried on for an 
armistice, whether with or without rmjitailUmmt, These proved unsuc¬ 
cessful ; * but, as events were subsequently to show, acceptance of the 
terms of Bismarck, hard as th^were, would have saved much sufTering 
and loss of human life. * 

Winter weather rapidly advanced; strong winds, rain, and sleet gave 
way to snow and bitter frost Clothing had to be fupplemented in 
various ways; skins of animals slaughtered were utilised, and articles oi 
various kinds ** converted " in a manner heretofore unknown. Fuel had 
become scarce The public markets were bare of all things eatable^ 
horses and other draught animals belonging to private individuals were 
requisitioned ; licences issued by the municipality to official classes and 
others permitted to retain and draw rations for particular specified num¬ 
bers ; an embargo was placed upon the small fish already mentioned as 
furnishi^ sport for anglers on the Seine. AU persons were placed on 
the universal ralion scale,^ but ** the poorhad the additional advan* 
tage of gratuitous meals provided at certain* places by mairies. The 
more respectable classes refused to so declare themselves; the corue- 
<iueace ma that little, if any, advantage in the way of free meals reached 
them, wheieas the disturbing elements of Belleville and Vilette reaped 
the full advantages of the scheme, while the classes alluded to became 
gradually reduced to direst poverty and privation. The woilbded in- 

ft 

* > Aecotdifig to s tablet erected ia the Msddeiae : "'Mort poai la Foi et la Justice, 

en Is Prison dc ta Roqoette U XXIV Mti MDCCCLXXl.** * » 

* Li Jimmal OJUiiti November 5, iSyo. • * 

*Tbc following b a transcript of the ^ ticket of authority ** to receive t^eb daily 
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creased rapidly in num&ra; disease in ordinary forms and is epidemics 
acquired alanning prevalence, rarious hotels and oaher large Utildiags 
being taken up as additional hoepit^ ^Soczie 8q}tboU and colleges still 
remaiDed open; the Thditre Fran^aise and a few utnilar establishment 
prcsented^the ordinary scenes of perfomiaoces to one ponkm of 
buildings, while in others lay wounded rdeo, sick, dying, and dead. 

From outside came evidences that our besiegers were actively at 
work. Intervals between rounds of fire from Prussian guns bwme 
shorti^r as time wore on. From French outposts came reports that 
siege batteries were being erected, and armed with Knipp guns of Urge 
calibre, with the evident object of bombarding the city. AdditioMi 
measures ^e taken to interfere with communication, such at it was, 
between Paris and the provinces, even to the extent of keeping f *mare 
than usuki sharp look*out upon messenger pigeons, if any of these Birds 
having (ailed to arrive. Two, if not more, of our balloons, while Boating 
across positions occupied by our enemies, were brought to earth by their 
bullets, or otherwise fallen into their hands, their occupants threatened 
with trial by Court-Martial on charges of unauthorisedly attempting to 
traverse the circle of investment. 

In the year 1814, and again in 1813^ the allied army entered Paris 
by the Porte St. Denis. The* impression arose that an entrance by our 
besiegen was possibly intended on the present occasion to take place 
from the same«dircctioo; the defences on that side were accordingly 
strengthened to so great an extent that those of us able to do so took 
an opportunity of visiting them. One entire cold foggy day was so spent 
,by me, the Red Cross card procuring for me ready admittance, and 
'^circulation " everywhere. Rumour said that on some of the advanced 
posts in this direction, men of the opposing forces were wont, during 
the long weary hours of night, to meet in friendly intercourse and par¬ 
take of such smalt hospitality as they could, leaving for the morrow their 
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respective•ftansition ftonr ”friends** to “enemies.** Records of the 
Peninselar relate similar stprief in reference thereto. 

As the end of ^Svfimha d^w near, rumour spread that the outer 
lates of the city had^been closed; that a sortie on a greater scaleehan 
any of thdbe preceding was about to take place; that the investing circle 
was to be broken, and the vietbrious army fmm Paris to march triumph* 
antly into the provinces. Along the thorooghiares of the city leading 
eastf^ marched battery alter battery of artillery and battalion alter 
battalion of infantry; the crowds cheered, general excitement prevailed ; 
high-sounding promises were expressed that our isolation from the out- 
si^e world was about to cease. Towards evening orders reached those 
concerned that early on the morrow the attack was to be delivered ; at 
the skme timeHhe publication of a subsequently much jeered at “ Pro¬ 
clamation ** by a general officer became the subject of comment. At 
the early hour of one o’clock the following morning a heavy cannonade 
was opened upon the positions held by the enemy from the whole line of 
forts on the west and south of the city, and continued during the sue* 
ceeding hours, so heavy indeed that according to calculation some two 
hundred missiles per minute ivere discharged upon them, while a no 
less furious bomba^ment was bpened upon our outposts, the continuous 
bursting of shells in mid air of a grey foggy morning having a most 
weird effect. Throughout those weary hours equipages of all kinds to be 
used in the removal of wounded were being collected and arranged by 
the Intendance; while on the river, rows of iaUayx mouches^ ready 
prepared for similar work, were moored to the embankment. At length 
morning broke, and such a morning I bitterly cold, a dense fog hanging 
over us; we, several hours without shelter or refreshment, our innate 
powers of maintaining animal warmth materially reduced by privation 
of food. Hour after hour passed, and we were still in our assigned 
positions; some few conveyances and boats took their departure for the 
front, blit that was all Noon passed; afternoon advanced. Rumour 
spread that the^tended attack on the position at Chamf^y had mis** 
carried; that during the previous night the Marne had come down in 
flood, available pontoons proved insulficient in the emergency, the 
passage of the forces across the stream had to be poa^ned. We knew 
that on the^orrow the attempt would be renewed, but all perceived 
that meantime preparations against that attack would be made by those 
upon whom it was to be directed 

As daylight bfoki oa November 30 heavy canncmading as on the 
previous day began. Now tbe long line of conveygneei was set in 
motion eastward, along the road between Charenton and the Seme.' * 
As we neared Joinvilje we met an escort party conveying to tbetetty a 
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considerable number of German soldiers twho had (atlei) into^thcir 
hand^ At the same time we learned, what subsequent information 
confirmed, that the first onslaught by our besieg^ troofA was so far 
suocessfuli the village of Champigny being attacked iy theih; t^e 
mitrailleuse sweeping its streets, the Wurtembergprs and^Saxons^by 
whom it was occupied were driven from it with Atrem ely heavy loss to 
their numbers. During t&e past night the bridge across the Mamc 
tiiat had suffered from the mania of destruction already mentioned 
temporarily repaired, a bridge of boats completed, so that the troops, 
together with thirty^hree batteries of artillery, had crossed in the dark¬ 
ness and begun their attack at an unexpectedly early hour. There was 
no great c^fficulty connected with the transit of Red Cross conveyaribes. 
As we advanced towards Champigny, appearances betokened contizuied 
succession the part of the French; and although wounded men*were 
being carried to the rear in great numbers, the general impression was 
that the endeavours of our citirhn forces against their enemies were on 
this occasion attended by success. Thus matters continued during the 
next two hours ; our establishments moving little by little onwards, 
following as we then considered the victorious progress of those with 
whom our sympathies naturally were., iThe fight now raged with great 
fury, its scene covering a vAt extent of ground, the ridges that stretch 
from Brie to Champigny, and beyond the latter place still farther to our 
right, presenting ^ almost unmiemipted line of batteries from which 
the deadly missiles fell thickly upon the troops engaged, and upon the 
ground occupied by us, while from the forts in rear of us similar showers 
^ of projectiles directed against those positions whirred over our heads, 
^ow there came a pause; brancardiers carrying wounded, and convey* 
ances of sorts similarlj laden, came from the front, and continued 
their journey rearward* There is confusion. The range of some 
of the enemy’s guns has changed; so has the line of fire. Shells 
fall mewe and more near to us; Spahis gallop in an inogular way 
among us. There is confusion among the ambulance conveyances; 
brancardiers are unabTe to discover those to which they respectively 
l>elong« For the time being means are unavailable for the removal 
from the fidd ot men who had fallen wounded. After a short 
time there was a rally. Again it was evident that the* I'rench were 
attacking the German podtiotts; but ere night dosed in they were 
everywhere repulsed It was during the state of confusion just de* 
scribed that the commander of the 4tb Zouaves,*haviDg received what 
proved to be ^is deatthwound, was dropped and so left hy the mtn 
%lho had broiUght him so tar from the front A shell had burst in their 
cic^vidnity. They abandemed the unfortunate officer, helpless u he 
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t&(vnselves disapp^red io the general ^confusioiL Some few 
of us ejpreu^ indignatioii in no doubtful terms. We rallied to the 
aid of the dying tgM, to whonr we *gave such aid as we were able to 
r^der.^ A gentleman connected with one of the Embassies who yeas 
present succeeded ^in finding his brougham ; in it was placed our 
patient^ and so we started back*to Paris for further help. Having re* 
crossed the Marne, we were driven by the rolkd traversing the Paic do 
Vinc^nes, and so entered the city by the Place du Trone. Denser and 
more dense became the crowd as we neared the dty; people in uniform 
and in bouigeois dress, waggons, and troops in disorder, all served to 
impede our progress When pear enough to the bulwarks to observe 
whAt was taking place upon the slopes connected with them, a scene of 
the^most astot^ndiog character presented itself* Crowds of people, 
male*and female, wt:re there, indulging in games as if the occasion were 
a holiday; and yet ^thin a very short distance from them their brothers 
and other relations were engaged in deadly combat, torn and mangled, 
in many instances,* into shapeless masses of humanity. Having entered 
the city, we were driven quickly to the American ambulance, and there 
within a few short hours the sufferings of the poor CAf/ de Battalhn 
had ceased He entered his reft.. 

Before we could regain the field of battle,*darkness Itad set in. Firing 
hod much diminished, though still proceeding heavily, the flames from 
guns and burning buildings around us lighting up fronY time to time 
portions of the plain on which the events of the day had taken place. 

A considerable number of Red Cross men had returned in the hope of 
succouring such of the wounded as were left on the ground. Bitterly 
cold was the night, as hour after hour, till well past midnight all oC 
us, with lamp in hand, and in small separate bodies pursued onr search, 
our own frames benumbed, unsupported by sufficient food, and without 
the possibility of obtaining such comfort as hot coffee or tea could 
afford. While so engaged, to our surprise, there flashed over us from the 
Faisanderie a beam of bright white light For a moment it illumined 
the Prussian position upon the heights of Villiers; then suddenly ceased. 

A shell flew through the air. There was a loud explosion, preceded by 
a blaze of flame. We were made aware that for the first time the 
electric light •was made use of in this way. At last, wearied, tired, 
athausted by cold, we were able to tbe eariy hours of morning to reach 
our respective hotels. 

e 

4^ This c^ioda wai sabMqoesdy UluitnUcd ia one of tbe pktorUl seeoes reUtlog 
to the ntQt exhibited in Losdeo. • . 
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CHAPTER XXX 
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1870 . DECEMBER. SIEGE CONTINVKD 

The (lay af(eTbaule—I)itt$tev—Next <lay-^?aris *'dead"—Benevolence anU^lnniDur 
toldiers^A ponible cignifjcftDce-^Spy manit*—A duel-^Sortle ou \dt 
liouTcet'^A lady on the 5eM»Alter the battle—An Ifishmai/ in Fren^* Nhvy 

—i *tm»tmav-^Publk opinion—Fint ebell in Pane. * * 

• 

F rom early morning, and ail next day,’ ambulance equipages and 
men patrolled the field of battle in the performance of their merei* 
ful work, their search for wounded made difficult by the dense 
fog prevailing. Hostilities ^»ad ceased for the time, to permit of inter* 
roCQt of the dead and succour to the* wounded. But unhappily the 
truce was taken advantage of by stragglers of many kinds, some of whom 
w:cre bent on plunder. Everywhere on and near the scene of recent 
combat there was jlcvtstation; burnt and otherwise* dilapidated; 

.. boundary walls r^uced to fragments; trees broken and torn by shot; 
the ground furrowed by shells. Bivouacking in the open, or in small 
groups taking advantage of such shelter as remained against the bitterly 
*coId wind, were soldiers, who, after the fight of yesterday, so s[ttnK the 
night where they had fought; more than half benumbed by cold, they 
kept up camp fires by means of fragments of furniture, some of great 
value, taken from neighbouring ruins. Their cooking utensils were 
supplied for the occasion by viandi freshly cut from horses hilled by 
Prussian shdls. The carriages were soon filled with munded. They 
were driven back to Paris, their loads appropriately disposed of; after 
which a seemd trip was madp to the field, the carriages again filled, 
th^o^ded in them similarly distributed, the horses getting over more 
than thirqr*six miles in the double journey. Rumours sg^efid that in 
some few instances the rdle of the Red Cross had been departed from; 
intrenching tools conveyed in carriages bearing that emblem; infer- 
* mation interchanged b e t w een contending forces communication of 
which was beyond its proper sphere. The rumours applied to the ooo 
'r'le as to Ae ether. 

0 

* Deceaber 1/ 



266 


US?* 


Thirty-nine i» the Army 

I 

TJuroughout the dreary sight that followed, the French troops had to 
remain Jd bivouac among the scenes and wreck of battle, their physical 
strength, already lowered by privation, still further reduced by fatigue 
and dbid, for the weather was now bitterly cold; their morale impaired 
by^the tceaes around them, added to the experiences of the previous day. 
As subsequently learned, conditions of the German troops were very 
different All who had survived on the 30th were withdrawn from the 
field <^f battle and positioas near it, their places taken by others who 
had not seen the carnage of that day, well fed, comfortably sheltered, 
and thus, in physical condition as in moraU, better, htted than their 
opponents to renew the combat At break of day on December 2 
a furious onslaught was made by them upon the Frencl^ hundreds 
of ^wlfqm were so benumbed by cold as to be unable to stand to their 
arm£. No wondd^ therefore, that to them the day becamfc one of 
disaster. During all that day wounded in great numbers arrived from 
the field in Paris, all available accommodation for them became 
crowded. Eminent surgeons were busy in the performance of needful 
operations among the five thousand six hundred so brought to them. 
As to the dead, their probabk numbers did not transpire; but at one 
])oint of the extensive range over which the fight extended, eight hundred 
were interred in one long trench. During the succeeding night the 
troops recrossed the Marne and bivouacked in the Bois de Vincennes. 

The most determined effort yet made to break tbe besieging circle 
having failed, the fact was now apparent that unless aid came from the 
provinces, all within the beleaguered city were about to enter upon a 
condition of things more desperate than we had as yet experienced.^ 
On the day immediately following what undoubtedly was a withdrawal, 
from the field of combat, the aspect of Paris and of its people was that 
of sadness, mourning, and uncertainty. The day was cold, a thick fog 
overhung the d^, with occasional falls of snow. Along die great 
thoroughfares tbe usual traffic was replaced to a great extent by convey^ 
oncea eSgaged in the transport of wounded; funeral processions, more 
or less imposing in their surroundings, met witb*in different parts of tbe 
city. The absence of sound of heavy gfins in the early part of the day 
seemed to add to tbe sombreness of wr conditions* It was in a manner 
a ** relief,” a afternoon advanced, to bear the familiar boom from out- 
lying forts, as their guns opened fire upon the German positions in front 
of ^em. * 

A week of sadness passed; Paris ** dead ”; its shroud a thick cover- 
ffig of snow; not a iriieekd carriage in the streets; jmareely a foob. 
passenger to be seen. Winter more than usually severe* was upon uf^. 
even the more uosettldl classes of the populace seemed to gi^ a 
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thought to the seriousness of conditions present and moH partieuUrly « 
to those of the near future. As time advanced# so did the prevailing 
miseries among the besi^ed inoease and asvAne* difleient forms; in 
some disease and deaths in others starvation in rapect to food and fiel, 
insufliciat clothing, want ot necessary care and attendants among the 
poorer classes, and so on^ As a result of eihaWed fuel supplies, the 
streets were dimly lighted by oil or petroleum lamps; shops closed at * 
nightfall; in streets and boulevards pedestrians had to grope tbvir way 
along the distance that intervened between the flickering lamps. Mean¬ 
while, by day and night, with hardly an intemiption, the sound of 
heavy cannonading was heard with suggestive distinctness. \n occa- 
sional hope expressed that help from the provinces would soon arrive, 
only to be destroyed by the receipt by pigeon post of news qf defeat 
near (Orleans. ^ Riot and a spirit of upheaval b^hame manifesf; the 
])laces where ** demonstrationsby the dangerous classes were most 
pronounced, the Halles Centrales, and others where food was issued. 
>Vithm the churches scenes of a diflerent kind were enacted: some 
were nearly filled with men, women, and youths engaged in private 
devotion ; in others were groups in tl\e roiit of which the Service for 
the Dead was being performed over a tnore or less richly draped coffin, 
according to the social position of him or her whose body it enclosed. 

Now it was that noble cflTorts were made by individuals, muni¬ 
cipalities, and b^ the Assistance Publique to lessen, as far as that was 
possible, some of the greatest straits prevailing among particular classes. 
I>arge sums of money were presented to the Paris Administration for 
, that purpose by some wealthy residents, of whom Sir Richard Wallace 
gave 80,000 francs. Places of distribution of such fuel as could be 
procured, and of food to the poor, were arranged; nor was it long 
before the discovery was made that the persons who obtained the lion’s 
share in these respects were the most clamorous and dangerous, rather 
than the most necessitous for whom those measures of philanthropy 
were intended But among all classes, notwithstanding everything 
possible in the way 0^ help, the difficulties and privations incidental 
position increased apiee. 

In the ranks of the ettuen ** soldiers,** more especially tbqse of Belle¬ 
ville, disa ffec tion and insobordination took various new developments. 
They^ established among themselves 1 totalled Committee of Admin- 

* On Kovonber s8 Gmenl dAveUe de Pslsdlne, si the bead of the eiiDy of (be 
Loire, wfaile cadeavoariag to force bis way from Orleans to FMtainoblcau, wbeite 
^ he hoped to eMace to the rescue of Paris, «ms attacked ocar Bcanne la RoUnde 
' bylbe asmf aader Prince Frederick Cbarlea and defeated, with a repMted loss to 
the Vleacb of 1,000 killed, 4,000 wouded, aad r,6oo pcjeomri. 
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istratipn, by^^which all ordars were thenceforward to be issued, and 
promotions made. ITiey once more clamoured to be tent to the ^front 
against the e^emy;^Ci^ dcamsd'waa^'acceeded to ; their conduct when 
faoe to face with their opponents so objectiooid>le in more respects than 
one^that they were •hastily recalled. The particular corps most im- 
plicated were disbanded; a general reorganisation, as far as practic¬ 
able, applied to the whole body of the Garde Rationale. 

A pMsible significance in respect to other forces than those of Paris 
under similar compUcatioiii of circumstances attached to the occur¬ 
rences just mentioned; it was emphasised by conditions pertaining to 
other cl^es of citizen soldiers whose reputation stood higher than that 
alluded to. It was said of those enrolled under such titles a« Amis de 
FroMc^t ,Fran£s Tirettri, and so on, that so far from being recognised by 
the Oerxnans as soldiers, properly so called, when they fell into thl^ hands 
of the latter they were looked upon as brigands and assassins; dealt 
with accordingly, that is, taken to the rear and shot. It was said of 
them that *'if the fmoc tireurs will indulge in Red Indian warfare, 
they must take the consequences." 

The spy mania acquired renewed activity, experiences among us 
foreigners becoming again unpleasant, though never to the extent 
already mentioned. Such was the degree to which the new develop* 
ment prevailed that certain aristocratic ladies who had taken upoir 
themselves the part of vitandUrti^ in pl&ce of those tb v*hom allusion 
has already been made, were subjected to unpleasantness as a result 
of suspicion that fell upon them. Houses in the windows of which 
lights were detected in the course of the long nights of midwinter were 
disagreeably overhauled by order of ^ the authorities ; those occupied 
by Germans, or by French suspected of German proclivities, were in 
some instances invaded by roug^ and that without interference by the 
police, who were passive spectators of violence done to person or 
property; or both. It was necessary for all who desired some measure 
of indiv^ual safety to obtain at the office of the Governor a " Latssn 
passer^^* and to have the card so named vis^d from time to time at the 
same bureau. 

Arising put of what seemed to us ootsiders a rtry riUy quarrel in 
connection w4tb the tittle-tatde and caD<ans of a dub a duel took 
place, while the circumstances around ns were as have just been de« 
saibed. The principals and their friends,* all French, every en« 
deavour made by the latter to prevent the encounter having failed, the 
meeting took place in a garden within the city. The adversaries, each 
with foil in hand, to^ their places as arranged by their ^ friends,'' the 
foils of the latter held so as to be under those of their respective 
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opponeots, and so^ relcly to strike op the ticeaplo in caseef **acci^en^'* 
xmdiik advantage, or other sufficient cause. Stripped to ihe #hin, the 
corabatants luoge» pvry, and thrtist at each other jn th^ grey xnist of 
mpmiog, while the sound of heavy firihg from outlying forts wA bogne 
through the air. From their persons perspiration i^ues, to conv^^ted 
by the cold of a December morning into visibib vapour; the shirt of 
one is pierced, his side ^ared ; the ftght lasts forty-five minutes; the * 
bared arm of the other principal is suddenly raised quivering«4n the 
air, blood trickles. suis io%uhi / ” he exclaims; the weapon falls; 
‘'honour” has been satisfied. 

From forts and other positions around the city firing increases in 
degree; i^is continuous by day and throughout the night. Withm, there 
are large bodies of troops in motion to the sounds of drum and 4 )ugle; 
orders tksued that all gates of the fortifications sha^l be closed al&c to 
egress and ingress, these incidents being precursofs of another attempt 
against the enemy. Long before daybreak on December 21 the Rue 
Lafayette was crowded by troops and ambulance establishments making 
their way to the Porte de Pantio. Soon thereafter a combined force,^ 
comprising this and other portions, took up position on the open field, 
triangular in form, at the angles o( which stand respectively Auber- 
villicrs, Le Bourget, and Dr^cy. On the left of the French position the 
combat immediately became terrific in its violence, the interchange of 
fire from gun% aid rifles on each side amounting to a continuous roar 
and shower of missiles. Heaviest of all was the bombardment of 
Bourget, then in possession of the Germans, from the fort of Auber- 
viiliers. A^er a time the marine battalion, led by Admiral de la 
Roncibre, made a rush, hatchets in hand, cheering as they went, upon 
the village, with the result that out of six hundred men, of whom their 
force consisted when their charge began, two hundred and seventy-nine 
lay dead or wounded within a few minutes, the position still retained 
by the enemy. At other places also the French attack failed; a third 
defeat had been sustained. The intensity of cold jvas the greatest 
hitherto experienced. ' 

While the fight was at its hottest a lady bearing the Red Cross 
brassvd came upon the scene, her precise object and purpose not 
apparent Wounded men were being brought to and attended by 
members of ambulance societies under circumstances to which most 


of tt^had become accustomed. Not so the lady, to whom the scene 
around and its genera) accompaniments proved altogether too much ”; 


her demeanour and style of action showed how unsuited she was ^ 


chief ofiicm in rommiml were Viacy, Docrat and De ia Renetcre. 
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the p^ition u|to which, <)pe knew bow or wh/, she had come. She 
was tkk^ in charge by a courteous surgeon, and guided with gentle 
firmness to tHh rear^aV^ which ambelaoce work proceeded with regu> 
larity ahd system, as usual. * ^ 

C^n the d^ foUowjpg the scene presented by the battlefield was one 
that fancy could have hardly pietured. The village of Drancy a mass 
* of ruin; fire and smoke everywhere rising tfierefrom; the church de¬ 
stroyed* but in the midst of ruin the figure of the Madonna and Child 
erect upon its pedestal, and untouched. Parties of troops who had 
bivouacked during the night sheltered themselves as best they could, 
some b^ pieces o( it$%Us abri^ others by pieces of doors and fur¬ 
niture ; camp Gres kept up by means of fragments of cabinets, costly 
furniture, and pi^mos. Among the men some had possessed themselves 
with &heep<skjns, blankets, rugs, or carpets, with pieces of whidi their 
heads and bodies wire protected, giving to then a strange and wild 
appearance. Everywhere the deeply frozen ground was tom by shells, 
or had in it pits formed by the explosion of those missiles. 

Accompanied by a Staff officer I visited two of the largest barracks 
within the city, meeting in both of them (rom the soldiers through 
whose rooms 1 passed such a display of civility and hospitality as I had 
heretofore been unaccustomed to. In tht Caserne de Papini&re, in 
accepting the cup of wine proffered by a soldier, 1 drank ** Success to 
the French army/' feeling as I did so how little likely was that senti¬ 
ment to be realized. From the further end of the room came the 
inciuiiy, expressed in the English tongue, How do you like our wine, 
sir?’^ A brief talk with the speaker followed. In the course of it he 
said he was by birth an Irishman; had left his wife to Dublin; bad 
served twenty years in the French navy; was well satisfied with that 
service, in which there were a good many of bis countrymen; that his 
period for pension was very nearly complete; but in all that time he 
had nevei been so near losing his number ** as ** there at Bourget’' 
Christn)^ is npon us. Weather Utterly cold; many of the troops 
in bivouac suffer from frost-bite; the Seine thickly covered with ice; 
fuel expended; pumping machinery, liko other kinds, at a standstill, 
hence water supply materially inxexfeted with, personal ablution an*d 
laundry work .all but impossible. Marauding partief break down and 
rob wood wherever they can; trees newly cut down are placed on the 
hearth; they refuse to bom, but yield smoke in abundance, which 
irritates and tnfiame^ the eyes. Food difficnlues have increased in 
u^ncy; the daily mti(» iaiufficient in quantity to maintain strength 
and animal warmth. In the hospitals upwards of so,600 sick and 
wounded; mortality in those establishments greater than ott'^.s^fitld 
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o( battle; pourritun among .the wounded •preying to* op abirgiing 
extent^ The health of besieged had become^ impaired by semi- 
survation; hands, feet, and ears Vert cliappe^^aivl paidfuL Tliese 
were among the coodiuont in which odr great Mtival was celebrated; 
aflectionafe thoughts wafted towards those from whom nd communi¬ 
cation had reached us since the unhappy day of C*hatilIon. 

Public opiniou manifest^ itself in ways opposed to religion, law, 
and order. Classes of people belonging to, or of similar type toishose 
of Belleville and Vilette, broke into ribaldry of expression that seemed 
to a])proach in profanity that of 1792 ; in that also they were joined by 
some of the daily papers, the imsition assumed by the Comipunists 
so violent «as to menace the existence of the Provbional Goytm- 
ment. Meantime there was increased activity in the batteries^of ihe 
besiegers; indicating that the circle of **fire and steei'*’* beyond the^city 
had narrowed; yet, with all this, the dangers, present and prospective, 
were looked upon as at least equal in gravity from enenuet within as 
from those beyond the walls. 

On the 27th of December newly unmasked batteries opened heavy 
lire on Avron and other places in its vicinity; shells began to fall 
within the enctinU of the city, and so the long^xpccted bombardment 
began. So heavy was the volume of fire on that position that during 
iluee days of Us continuance it sras estimated that 7,000 missiles—all 
of large suc*-fel 1 apon it. Manfully for a time did the defenders stand 
their ground; very great their losses in killed and wounded when at 
lost they were forced to abandon their forts on the north-eastern side, 
their wounded serving to still further crowd the overcrowded am¬ 
bulances. The ultimate issue of the siege, never very doubtful to us 
foreigners, had now become less so than before. Men asked each 
other, '*How is it that 600,000 Frenchmen permitted themselves to be 
blockaded by 200,000 Germans P” The mystery seemed to be solved 
by a writer’ of that day, somewhat according to this mannerV It is 
confessed that the Governor (Trochu) has shown unfortunate hesita¬ 
tions; but to do good* work the tools must be good, and in these 
respects he Is deficient To fight the Prussians we should have old 
soldiers, well disciplined and inured to war, reliable and ^instructed 
officers; not young soldiers of three months, poorly fed and sickly, and 
officers who have been too recently promoted to properly understand 
' their duties." In gloom and sadness to us the year 1870 ended. 

' Noevidutarniiog ibe five ost of aattsepUcs and diainrecUats of many kinds, j 
:, * /aurMl du mn dt Asnr, p. 573. 
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l^mlmciiment begim-^Iu progress anil cfleets —** The Icniblc battery iff M^uil^n '*-> 
Sundry parlicuUn^^^oiMlitionk cf the besiegcd««>A telegragi-'Incrcasiing 
, priratiuns^plsadectton and corruption*—Koulioc of every*clay Itfu—•Our (oud 
iu (Iplus—rhulOf^apb ic mesMgeA— Penutnal d rcitmKtanccs—N ight ^ ai ch—A 
ProcUmation—on Montivloul ami Bugeval—Defeat—‘The killeil and 
wounded'-Armistice declared—P/:> 4r C’MMwae/—General events—A 1 our 
^vorsi—Ambulances—\Var<l sccnct and statistics—UQc\j«ae<i recognition. 

I NCESSANT firing betveco the enemy’s portions and outlying 
forts during the last night of 1870 and first day of 1871, 
increasing in violence as the* day advanced; additional battencs un* 
masked on the German side, thus giving s^isibte signs of what was to 
come. At 3 a.m. on the 5th, the first shell of actual bombardment 
fell within the city; then followed simijar missiles in ({uick uccession, 
chiefly falling and exploding near the Pantheon, Ltlbcembou^, and^ 
market of Montrouge. In the coune of that day a Government 
Proclamation was issued, the terms of which as they are transcribed* 
seem almost childish in their simplicity: ‘*The bombardment of fariw 
has commenced. The enemy, not content with firing upon our forts, 
hurls his projectiles upon our houses; threatens our hearths and our 
familiea. His violence will redouble the resolution of the city, which . 
will fight and conquer. The defenders of the fewts, exposed to m« 
ccssant firing, lose nought of their calmness, and know how to. 
inflict terrible reprisals upon the assailants. The population of Paris 
valiantly accept this new token. The ^enerny hopes to inrituidate it; 
he will only render its bound the more vigorous. It will sh<!w itself 
worthy of the Army of the Loire, which has caused the enemy to 
retire; of the Army of the North, which is marching to our relief.^ 
J(pif la Franct! Vir€ la Fipubliqtu /" ^ ^ 

* Referring to confaiedly exprened newt received by pigeon, which wis inter* 
^preicd to the effect that Psidherbe hod repulied the entmf in the Pot de Colail; 
Cboniy tad Bourboki were at Nevert ** watching”on either Honk of tbesmyoit 
Prince Frederick Chariest at Kuits, French £eT>eral**hftd with t Q^o oo FrencK^ 
beaten S5,ooo Pnussns.^ 
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Bombardment increased in violence and "rapidity durinft the nghts 
'and d^ys immediately following, the shells falUng«nearer‘and ifcarer to 
the centre of the city. With rtpofts ot casualties among men, women, 
and children, came accounts of buildings struck and penetrated Yfy 
shells, including private dwellings, hospitals, aphulancesy churches, 
and convents, all situated the left side of the Seine. An exodus cl 
people from the places struck was a natural result. They flocked to 
parts of the city situated on the right side of the river, and there,the 
face great difficulties, were provided with accommodation; food 
being obtained for them with even greater difficulty than accommoda¬ 
tion. Sick and wounded had similarly to be provided for; so had |he 
inmates of maternity establishments. Hotels, business establishments, 
cluirches, and public buildings of all sorts were rapidly fVansform^ for 
the rccefition of the several classes a11u<lcd to; private houses belong¬ 
ing to |>entons who had (]uittcd the bcK*agticrcd <*ny were **requisitioned” 
for the same pur|)Osc, while in nuny instances private fantilics gave 
shelter and aid to refugees from the bombarded quarters. 

Then opened upon the city what 6|)eedily became known among us 
as ** the terrible battery of Meudon,'* on ^account of the great violence 
of bombardment by it; the missiles thertfrom committed greater havoc 
than anything previously experienced, ac^d fell nearer and nearer to the 
centre of Paris as practice ” went on Day and night continuously, 
with varying intensity, but always greatest during the night, did Uie bom- 
*bardment continue. Answering fire from the forts around was scarcely 
•less actively directed upon the German positions, the incessant rolling 
^u^d of heavy guns varied by that of exploding shells, tJie tremor of 
houses so caused rendered the hours of darkness somewhat ** hideous.” 

So passed twelve days and nights. On the 17th of January there 
was a slackening of hre from the forts. Rumour ia different shapes 
spread in regard to the cause : that to which most ready belief was 
given being that ammunition had begun to fail ; the meaning o^such a 
'report significant At this time certain published rect>rds appeared 
in which statistics of casualties purported to be given; those during the 
firsj eight days of bombardment 51 killed and 13S wounded, the 
damage to buildings unexpectedly small Some of us set tt^ work to 
calculate arithmetically our individual chances of being *stmck, add 
so made them out to be rdatively little. Those chances would no 
/doubt Rave been materially increased had tbe intentions assigned^co 
' the German artillery been carried out of discharging incendiary^ 
tembs upon Par^^—an intention frustrated by order of the Emperor 
• —for that dignity had recently been assumed by him.^ Fortunately 

‘ On Jamsfy iS, fSyi, at VmoiUc}. 
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for ut DOt fiore than three out of every five obuses discharged upon 
us explddeo^; ‘ vhetlM^r as a result ef defects in themselves or other 
cause ^d not matter ^us upos^whom they were directed. 

*It was now that t)^ terms of a telegram said to have been senPby 

Htng William to Qpeen Augusta ” was everywhere exhibited in the 
great thoroughfares. That message intimat^ tlxat the bombardment 
of Paris proceeds satisfactorily^ thank God.*^ The comments passed 
with teference to it were at the time distinctly expressive, and no 
wonder. But now, long years after the event, the question arises—iWas 
such a telegram ever sent ? 

Meanwhile the conditions of the besieged, as already noticed, had 
increased in severity. The season of mid* winter was of cm usual in* 
cletncp^; sieVhess and mortality by disease had acquired alarming 
rates, irrespective pf casualties in battle; fuel was unobtainable, the 
want of it a cause of increased suffering and illness. The best energies 
of arrondissements, public institutions, and private individuals were 
directed to the mitigation of these and other evils incidental to a 
jieople besieged and under bombardment; but, alas! while the cause 
remained, the ordinary effects .could only be averted in a very small 
degree, if in any. ' 

It was under these circumstances that a renewed spirit of disaffection 
towards the existing Government broke out violently among the classes 
who were the chief recipients of help in' various ways' specially granted 
to them by that Government, even to the relative nq;lect of those who, 
equally needy, were less clamorous. There arose dissensions among the 
sectional Representatives; distrust of, and ill-feeling towards, the foreign, 
residents on imaginary grounds that the latter carried on a system of 
communication with the besiegers. Signs of disaffection and comiptioo 
were manifest among the citireo soldiers, those signs giving peculiar 
signficance to the extravagant terms in which official orders made 
mention of the services performed by them; for the facts were popularly 
knoiQi that an^attempted sortie on the lotb mimnied because inform¬ 
ation regarding it had reached the enem^ > that a second, planned for 
the 14th, had to be abandoned on account of some of those citigen 
‘^soldiers" having failed to be m their assigned positions at the 
appointed tifaie. So as indications pointed, revolution and civil war 
were imminent, while heavy bombardment by the enemy was still in 
progress. 

^ Meanwhile the ordinary routine xd everyday life went on much 
as if beri^era outride and \*arioui dangerous elententa within our 
gates were non-existent, with the 'difference that to moft common, 
subjects of talk was .added ciuust including probable sire, djSLnct at 
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which from the speaker, and places of their 'explosion, VJamage to 
property and life caused thereby, ^and^ so on. Aa time'^nt* on the 
bombardment became, to some degree,^a substitfte/or the weather as 
subject o( first remark between acquaintances when meeting eadi 
other for the day; for example: “ The bombar 4 ffh!nt is i%ther litwiy 
to-day,” or ** it is rather s1o|r.” Veople met at dinner, if that term can 
be applied to the fare procurable. Walking became a necessity, for the 
reason that the horses of omnibuses and other public conveyances had 
beemrequisitioned for purposes of food; hence, those of us who had 
duties to perform, experienced increasing difficulties in carrying them 
out. But these conditions were not altogether unrelieved J)y^ on 
incident hacing in it much of the ludicrous. An order was published 
declaring that widows of soldiers*' of the Mobile*and National 
(luards should thenceforward be deeme<i emitlqS to pension, the 
immediate result being a great outcrop of marriage ceremonies among 
the classes concerned. 

All ordinary supplies of viande had now become expended, the small 
reserve store being retained for the sick and wounded. Animals of 
all kinds, excluding the carnivora,* wee^ requisitioned, their carcases 
exposed for sale in boacher|e8, but only issued to persons provided 
with the required billet de rationntment from the mairie of his arron* 
dissement Supplies of grain were in like manner ‘^requisitioned” 
and iuued under ^authority; arined sentries guarded retail establish^ 
meets, their services on various occasions required against rioters, as 
already alluded to, from Belleville and Vilette. In the southern parts 
•of the city long queues of women were to be seen, each individual wait¬ 
ing her turn to receive her ^ ration ”; not a few of the elderly and weak 
among them falling when? they had stood, exhausted as their physical 
powers were from cold and insufficient food. In some localities, more 
especially near the Luxembou^, casualties among them occurred by the 
explosion of Fnusian shells. The daily **ration" for whidh they 
scrambled consisted latterly of about ten ounces of bread, one ounce 
of horseflesh, and a qui^r litre of vin ordinan. The bread contained 
I feeula of potatoes, rice, peas and lentils, I of ground straw, 

the remaioiog fraction made up of water and ** sundry" ^materials. 
Women of all social classes aided the real poor in every pouible way, 
and ID other respects maintained the reputation of their sex in times of 
* danger and difficulty* 

An improved and ingenious method by which %ews from the outer 

* pw nm^k refers to those lo the Jardie Plantes tnd Jirdia dAeclmtlocu 
The ol these uubuJs ww sold at esorbltut prices. 
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vfOt \4 collide brought within access to the ordinary people within the 
city wasSoow introdiifedi through the instrumentalityi it was said»*of the 
TVmfs. A sVies oT ftiyertisemenU addressed to individuals appeared 
ii> tha*t journal; these having* been reduced at Toun to mininsum 
dii^ensionstby photography, the sheet containing them was thence 
transmitted by pigeon^post. On arrival within Paris the whole was 
enlarged by means of the camera, after which the messages were copied 
and dispatched to their several addresses. In this way a message 
reached me from my beloved wife—the first I had received for upwards 
of four months—it was, ^*Your family are well; most anxious about 
you/' J. fully appreciated the significance of these few worda 

In respect to privations and risks, my individual experiences were 
neiiliet* more nor less than those to which many others within the 
bombarded city had, perforce to submit My stock of cash bad become 
exhausted; to all intents and purposes 1 was a pauper, only able to 
obtain the requirements of life by giving to the nuUtrt ihdtd in which 
I resided written authority to my London agents, that in the event ot 
my death they should \Viy all his claims upon me. I subsequently 
learned that, in res]>onse to my, urgent re()uests sent /ar ballon montit 
tny wife had vainly endeavoured «to have money transmitted to mct 
until, having applied to the American Embwy in Londoo, a remittance 
was at once sent through that channel; in due time received by me 
from Mr Washboume, and so my i)ec\iniary obligations discharged. 
As pressure in respect to food increased, I fear that on some few 
occasioDs I partook of bt/lo^Jk 4 t chovalt and once,—^nly once,—of 
Pali d< chien; but against both of these appetite rebelled, and 
latterly I bad to put up with the one salt herring with which I was 
supplied as ‘'meat rations’* for three days. Prior to the complete 
investment ^ the city, I had procured and hidden away such small 
supplies as I could lay hands on, of anchovies, mushrooms, sailors' 
biscuits/and oatmeal; the quantities of each were small, but such as 
they were, they served their purpose. 

All through the night of the iSth, large bodies of troops marched 
silently towards positions previously assigned to them with refer^mce to 
coming ev^ts. The night was unusually dark; the streets presented 
only gUmering Um^^lights at distant intervals; the city enshrouded 
in dense mist; beyond the gates the ground satxirated with rain, 
the roads by which the forces had to proceed encumbered widt guns, 
waggons, and other obstructive objects. 

Daylight revealed to “ all concerned the Proclamation as follows, 
not only published in the journals, but affixed to waUs in various plaw, 
namely: ''Citisens, the enemy kills our wives and children, bombards 
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iis night and day, covers with shells our J)os{Ktals. Oik ciy^^^To 
* Arras has burst from every breast Those wbi^can shA their life's 
blood on the field of battle will nfarclf against ^e foemy^, those who 
ren^n, Jealous of the honour of their Mothers, ViU, if requiredt sufifer 
with cald endurance every sacrifice, as their proof of th^r devo^on 
to their country. Suffer and die if necessary, but conquer 1 Vivt la 
RtpubUgucr 

Three Corps d^Armh^ comprising more than one hundred thousand 
men^ under the commands of Ducrot, Viooy, and Bellemere, had 
taken, or were in. progress of taking up positions under cover of Mont 
Valcrien against the Prussian tines between Mootretout and B^ugeval, 
the prevailing fog so dense that assigned routes could not be main* 
uined; several hours were thus lost. The French troops we^e con- 
se(|uentl^ worn out with fatigue; portions of them had not arrived in 
position, among others considerable bodies of artTlIcry, so that when 
about 9 a.m. the fight began, they had nut been consolidated. On 
the other hand, the larger forces against whom they were led were 
unfatigued by night march and other difficulties; they had passed 
the night in relative quiet, had good and ample rations, and were in 
full physical strength. With all ibcsq eftsadvantages the first onslaught 
against the enemy’s positions at Montretout and Fouillcusc was 
successful. Thence, toward the French right, the combat quickly 
developed in fiiry<; no fewer than five hundred cannon, including both 
sides, were estimated a.s engaged in their deadly work, excluding those 
of Mont Valerien, missiles from which whizzc<i above our heads in their 
^ flight towards the Gennan lines On our side, shells from the latter 
fell as It were from the zenith among the mosses of advancing infantry, 
making great gaps, as each successive cloud of debris from their explo- 
sions cleared away. From Fouillcusc we were able to see the temble 
violence with which the fight now raged. There the Societd Inter- 
nationale des Secours aux Blesses established a field ambulanca; many 
wounded received first aid, and thence were dispatched to ** fixed 
establishments within Che city. To reinforce the troops engaged, whose 
losses were already very great, large bodies of men from diose in 
reserve marched laboriously towards the front The ground was soaked 
by rain, their progress slow and difficult, themselves weary, fatigued, 
and physcally weak. In thdr advance they came upon many carcases 
' of botses killed by Gennan shells, some of the men fidJing out of their 
ranks to cut from them slices of bleeding flesh; having secured them on 
their backs, they returned their places, and 10 onward towards tUh 
enemy. Meanwhile, a horriUe scene was taking place in dose prox¬ 
imity the*place where, mounted, I stood with a group of Staff officers. 



278' , TJiirtv-vine y%arf in the Amty lisrw' 

• 

A private (^^hVii9ti foment of the line s^ot the captab of hi^ 
company wiile their battalion was advancing^ and tom by vertital fire* 
as already nfentio7y5<r» Ducrot Ordered the man to be put to death on 
s^t. A party of\iis own* regiment was at once detailed for«tho 
pupose; bf it he was taken aside—not more than a few feet frdkn the left 
of the advancing column; he was seen to ML A party of brancardicrs 
approached; they were warned ofT; one of fhe execution jtarty levelled 
his ridfi and fired at him as he lay struggling on the ground; then 
another; then a third, and now the unhappy man lies still in death. 
We speculated among ourselves as to the circumstances that may have 
led hiin to commit the crime so expiated. 

As day advanced the thick mist of morning cleared awaj;, revealing 
thiupn^ress of«battlc aud extent of field on which it raged.. That the 
French were moret*xpo$od than were the enemy was at once a{>|iarent; 
yet, though suffering greatly by shot and shell from unseen batteries^ 
they sio^ their ground with obstinacy, inured as they had now 
become to combat by their four months of ex)>crience. Later on, how¬ 
ever, hesitation is shown in their ranks; stragglers drop away; need¬ 
lessly large numbers ^ accompany to the rear their wounded comrades; 
unsteadiness affects battalions ;«apd now the sad spectacle is seen of 
one such body in flight down the deciivUy adjoining Montretoul. 
Oflicers make frantic efforts to rally their men; daylight fades in 
gloom; soon night closes in, mist again covers the ccepc; firing frotu 
1 }Oth sides have ceased ; all around is dark and silent 

In the darkness for hours did the ambulance men of various societies 
traverse the field in pursuance of their work. As conveyances were in ^ 
progress towards the general rendexvous, confusion and crush increased, 
as a combined result of darkness and an absence of regular road¬ 
ways ; progress consequently so retarded that night was far advanced 
when wc reached the rampart gates, our conveyances (ompUt with 
wounded men. As on the first occasion, roadsides and avenues 
within Port Maillot were crowded with people. Loud and anxious 
inquiries for relatives and friends who had taken part in the recent 
battle Were frequent; frivolity in abeyante, as if experience had im¬ 
pressed xxpw them the significance of combat against <»ir b&iegers. 
That the result of the day had been disastrous to the French was 
speedily realized Next day the casualties among the forces engaged 
were estimated at 1000 killed, the greater number by artillery fire; 
the wounded as very many.” 

' Meanwhile the work of bombarding Paris, scarcely if at all interfered 

* 4 

' On one occasion thirteen wm so counted, bringing to the rey t wounded 
comrade. 
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with by the incident *of severe cohflict just* j^arrated^ jvas increased 
ratheathan diminished in its intensity; new batteries ope^bd uptfn the • 
city, with acharmmtnt^ shells falling ypon placet hitheftj utJlourhcd. 
St. Denis was assailed, and underwent greater distraction in 
property*and life than had been sustained by the capital itself. A rd&h 
of people from that suburb took place^ causing*serious iifttonvenidncc 
to those whose duty it was to provide them with accommodation and » 
food. All hopes of deliverance had become extinguished; negotia< 
tions were accordingly opened with the German Chancellor in tdew to 
an armistice being arranged. While they were in progress, bombard* 
ment continued'with its usual violence. Early in the night of the 26tli 
there was a sudden lull; a few minutes before midnight there dis* 
charged upon us a volley from alt points of the circle, such as we had ^ 
never {wcHously cxiiericnced ; then followed sliIllness. l)ouilmr|jhtent 
had ceased; wc knew that the Convention had bucn signed. Vot 130 
days Paris had been besieged; during thirty, the advanccil forts hud 
been bombarded; during twcnly-onc, the cityJ 

Demonstrations by ** the dangerous classes ** of Ucllcville and 
N'ilette took place; their plea, the terms on which the armistice had 
been concluded. The Hotel <le V^le was menaced by crowds of 
excited men, gesticulating* wildly is they shouted, Virt /a Com- 
.matte{** They are dispersed by force of arms; several ol their num¬ 
bers killed, many more wounded There is a flight towards the Mans 
prison; an entrance thereto is uflfected, some of the more noted of its 
inmates released A rush is nude upon the snull remaining food 
stores of their arrondissements; they are broken into, their contents 
distributed among the assailanti After a time these disturbances 
are suppressed. Trochu has resigned his command; Vinoy is his 
successor. 

When on January 27, 1871, the morning papers published the 
terms of amnesty, the fact was one of common knowledge that the 
stock of food remaining was not equal to more than six or seven days’ 
rations,” even according to the r^uced scale to which the besieged 
were at the time brought down; in £LCt,all were now at starvation 
^oint^as a result of gradually diminishing allowances of food. Next 
day the Germans occupied Moot Val«rien as the French troops marched 
out of it. Some hours later appeared a proclamation by the Govern* 

' The fuUoving places wetc tboac that diiellr su^cred within Parisi fU., The 
Luxeenboarg r]Dari«r, Boulevard St. Mkbel, Rues St. U'Eal^, Vaugirard, 

IKupiial Val de^rsce, Thcitre Odeon, Charch of .St. SuJ^ce. thejsidln des Pladles, 
Panth^oa, Miouikt deComncrce, InvaJides, Church of St. Genoain, Kue Boisty 
d’Afglaii. * 
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ment of the fiance ^nouncinj that “ the Coavention which ter- 
^ mioa(ht^the||mutaoce of ^aris will be signed io a few hours’*^ that 
^^we could got hav^rolonged She resistance without condemning to 
certairMleathtwo mlllic^ of tnea» women, and children. Mortality l^as 
increased threefold.” ** We come out with all our honour,” the iamc 
document s£d, ‘*an<l with all our hopes, in spite of our present grief." 
' In accordance with the terms agreed upon, theproceis began of disarming 
the citir^ soldiers, of whom groups along the thoroughfares showed 
by their gloomy style and demeanour those pent«up feelings of dis¬ 
affection which were soon to break out in the horrors of the Commune. 

The conditions to which Paris and its people bad been reduced 
wero urgent Severe cold, absolute want of fueli the insufficient scale 
of food to which all were officially limited, prevailing sicl^ness and 
inortjjity by disease, added to the recurring influx of wounded as a 
result of desultory c<ii)flicts beyond the line of fortifleations, combined 
to render further resistance impossible. 

All establishments set apart for the reception of wounded were over¬ 
crowded. Not alone food, but appliances were insuflicient in rjuantity 
and kind. In many instances private families had received wounded 
into their houses, and so crippled their own resources. The result of 
the recent sortie and action at Montretoit was an accession to the 
numbers requiring care and accommodation of three to five thousand, 
for actual statistics were unobtainable;,professional ^n^ other atten¬ 
dants were insuflicient to meet the demands on their services; while, as 
if still further to complicate matters, the Germaos sent several hundred 
wounded French into the city, and so lightened the work of their own 
establishments. 

In some ambulances such scenes were to be seen as French and 
German wounded occupying adjoining beds; no longer ''enemies,” 
but helpless; unable to communicate with each other; many destined 
to quit t^c place in death, for hosptul diseases setting at defiance dis¬ 
infection and all other supposed preventive measures proved fatal to 
a large proportion of patients within those estahlishmoits. A heavy 
offensive odour, that of peurritun^ pervades wards and corridors of 
the buildings, extending to the streets or boulevards immediattly ad¬ 
joining. Irf t^e mortuary of a large hospital the scene presented was 
too horrible for detailed description. 

The defence now ended had been carried on at a cost in human life 
in respect to which reliable statistics were unobtainable. According to 
owe account, deaths on the field of battle and in ambulances amounted 
among troops of the line and Mobiles to 50,000; to another to 65,000; 
to a third to 73,000; neither estimate taking into account mortality by 
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disease and privation* among the *Don-mDitar/ inhaAtaj^s. On the 
capitulation of Paris the troops who became prisoners oC ytr numbered * 
about iS0|000; the fortress guns***captured ** 631 the enemy tiSoo field 
ptQccs and 400 nitrailleuset; in addition the gun-boats on th^ Scipe, 
iocomottves, and rolling stock. * • • 

While making my ronnd among the ambulances, 1 was somewhat 
surprised to hear myself*kccosted by name by a wounded man who* 
occupied one of the beds past which I was moving. At once I entered 
into conversation with him, naturally enough expressing sympathy for 
him. He briefly informed me that he was in the loitt (British) Regi¬ 
ment, and landed with that corps at Oosport on the occasion of its 
first arrive^in England from India; that he remembered me on Vuiy 
there; that having left the regiment he joined the Fcancs Tireu^ of < 
Paris aethc beginning of the siege; that fifty per ctmt of his comrades 
had perished by shot, disease, or at the hands of the Germans, into 
which they may have fallen as prisoners; that he himself had not slept 
in a bed for three months until brought to the ambulance wounded. 
He was but one example of the material of which such volunteers were 
composed, and a similar story to his could doubtless be told by many 
others. ^ • 

Under the circumstanceiT to which we were now reduced, welcome 
was the news that supplies of food sent to the besieged from England 
and elsewhcn^ had arrived in •proximity of the outskirts; credit must 
be accorded to the supreme officers of the investing force for the 
rapidity with which those supplies were forwarded to the now starving 
people within, so that on the last day of January many waggon loads 
were received, and forthwith distributed. On that day also postal 
communication with the outer world was re-established, though with 
the proviso that letters dispatched should be unsealed. 
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CHAiTER XXXII 

IS 7 t, FEBRUARY. PARl>i AFTER CAFlTVLAT^Olf 

Koo^l in^almmUace^JhcAtrkfll pArodf—Cwtmted conditions—Pre|«nr 4 t ions far 
(ietmaik oniry—C;^|ucs ossiencd for defeat—Citizen and regular y>ldler8— 
l^iMritHidng food. 

R enewed disturbances inaugurated the month of February. 

Tlie central market, in which were the food stores arriving from 
without, was again attacked and pillaged; nor were the rioters dispersed 
until a strong military force nhiyed on the spot. Further supplies 
came pouring into the city, until within a fetr days there was abundance 
everywhere; all restrictions on sale removed; restaurants recovered 
much of their ordinary aspect. From Iiondon came Vargp quantities of 
food, and of appliances for wounded; a donation from the city to the 
Municipality of Paris. The whole of those supplies, in accordance 
with such terms, were divided among the twenty arrondissements of 
Paris, with the result that a large share fell to the dangerous classes 
so often alluded to; comparatively little to the professional and other 
respectable classes who all through the times of greatest trial had borne 
their privations in silence. Within a few days thereafter, so profuse 
had been the supplies issued that large quantities, exposed for sale in 
shops, could be purchased at less than their ordinary retail price. But 
money wherewith to make purchases had not yet come into the hands 
of those most in want • 

The urgency of conditions among the **better” classes alldded to 
was known^ttv those of us who bad passed through the difficulties of 
the siege now at an end; proffered suggestions in regard to issuing 
food and other requirement to them were ignored by those in charge. 
Thus came about the undesirable state id things that the disaffected 
sffid dangerous among the population had more than they could make ^ 
use of \ the orderly and reputable obtained little, if anyflling, to relieve 
their necessities. An Englishman applied at the mairie^of the '9th 
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Arrondissemcnt for tielp in food irom the j^ceived lie 

was «sked, '*Are you x^»liy much in want to-day?’' much/’*' 

was his replyi or else I should not hare wa^ed the day by coming ^ 
hjre." So they gave hiip a halfpenny biscuiCe square inch of* ch^sc» 
and three lumps of sugar, but not until he hqd been kept waiting 
several hours! That is but one illustration. * * 

White on the one aide* the scenes just mentioned were in progress' 
0$ an outcome of well-meant liberality on the part of our own country, 
others were to be seen, the style of which presented to us foreigners a 
phase of Parisian characteristics altogether new. In a theatre close to 
the Porte St Martin, the privations and various other painful incidents 
of the si^c were parodied much to the apparent amusement Of the 
crowded house. Comment on the perforinanccs ” ip question if best, 
omittei. ’ » ' 

Fugitives who had abandoned their houses while investment of the 
city was incomplete returned in daily increasing numbers, to find for 
the roost part that stores of food and wine they had left behind were 
non-existent, they having been taken possession of meanwhile. RaiU 
wiy passenger traffic was resumed; on the Seine the battaux moitchts 
conveyed crowds of sightseers to the various river stations, near which 
the most interesting relics 'of the siege might be seen, including dis¬ 
mantled forts, dilapidated houses, devastated grounds, and burial places 
of victims of the war. For the payment of the indemnity to the 
Germans in accordance with terms of Convention tt became necessary 
to raise a special loan. No sooner were the terms ^ of that Convention 
published than the people took it up with enthusiasm; from morning 
till night queues of intending subscribers,* from sums of a few francs 
to thousands, occupied the pavements in the vicinity of the offices 
where their contributions were to be received. Nothing could better 
indicate the frugality of the Parisian masses in respect to available 
money than the fact that a sufficient sum was thus quickly and readily 
obtained to enable the municipality to pay to the German authorities 
at Versailles the fint*moiet)'^namely, one hundred millions of francs— 
of that indemnity. Return^ to the ordinary conditions of the capital 

went %n \ shops were reopened \ the windows made gay with mer- 

» 


‘ The dry of Pam U to pay a coAtribgtion of 200,000.000 francs (equal lu 
;£8.&o,ooo ttcrlingy witbio a fertaight. Pablic propertf it not to be remorW daring 
the armistice. AU Germaa pciioneii of war shall Imoedistely be exchanged agatnit 
a proportioaate aamber of Preach prisoam; also captains of veaseU aod others a* 
well as civUiaOifnioftefs qa both sides.’* 

^ * At thisjrcry Ume the ordioary S per cent Rentes stood t! 51 'JO ; while the new 
loan for the iademnUy stood at $2*40. 
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chandise; gag ^t’e^lighted, m the thbroughfares at night. Supplies of 
provision^ ano pf money in large sums, sent from various sources, xon* 
tinned toarrivei one ripteworthy oontribution of the latter kind being* 
12:^000 ftancs from 'Mctaco. Tke process of disarming the troops wgs 
still in progress, until the numbers should be reached in accordance 
with* the preliminaries already determined. The Government of the 
'Defence gave place to the National Assembl/. The armistice was cx« 
tended,,first from the 19th to 24lh of February, then from the latter date 
to March is, the Treaty of Peace being signed on s6th of that first 
named. Part of that Convention was that German troops should enter 
Paris, and occupy part of the capital until the ratification of the Treaty 
by the Assembly. Great excitement and threatened outbreak among 
the lower orders was the immediate result, while the papers of the day 
fannc<hrather than noderated popular ill-feeling by rhodomontadc and 
calumnies In their colbmns. 

Preparatory to the entrance of the German forces, it was determined 
that those of Paris should occupy quarten for the time being on the 
left side of the Seine; that the duty of maintaining order should be 
confided to the Garde Nationale. The citizen soldiers ^^magnani- 
mously ** offered to take charge of the artillery guns, for the removal 
of which horses were non-existent; the Whole were collected and 
parked in the Parc dc Mooceau, though at the time questions arose* 
as to the means by which* they were again to be got«rrcun the hands 
of those to whom they had so fallen. Signs of probable disturbance 
multiplied apace; barricades were erected in some of the principal 
thoroughfares; fights occurred between the most violent elements of 
the populace and the Garde Nationale, with the result that some of the 
guns were taken possession of by the former. 

Brought in contact with representatives of various classes of society, 
political and religious opinion, opportunity was afforded roe to note 
the view%.expres 8 ed by them respectively as to the causes to which the 
present humiliation of Paris and of France was considered to be due. 
It was my custom to record the several opinions Expressed in conver¬ 
sation as soon as I had an opportunigr of doing so. I reproduce them^ 
as follows, rather than in a classified order, xiamely 7— 
t. The empire was looked upon as “ expended.’* 
a. The manhood of Paris and of France had become degenerated in 
physique; the sick and the relatively weak having been alone left after 
the wan of the 1st Napoleon to propagate their kind. 

^3. The study of the military sciences had been n^ected; officers 
underwent examination ratha' for the purpose obtatfiin|; appoint- 
tnenu than to attain proficiency in knowledge of their professioa 
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4. Defects in admiolstmtion by the IntendiAce, and ^eSeral oVstruc 

«tiveness in that branch of the strict. ^ ' > * 

5. Over-centraliaation, so that when emerge^ of war occuprcd, no 
corps w{is complete in itlelf; maUriel had to be obtained from TStis, 
means of transport and roads being at once blookid in consequence. 

6. The soldiers being allowed to give their votes at elections^ their 

sympathies were diverted to their politicld parties rather than with their 
military commanders. * 

7. Want of mutual confidence between oflicen from the highest to 
the lowest rank; between officers and their men, and between the men 
themselves.^ In fact, general mistrust prevails where confidence should 
exist. ** 

S. The officers to a great extent being members ^of flie aamcq|as8 of 
society to which the rank and file belong, there i| an absence of that 
deference towards them by the latter, such as is considered essential 
to the maintenance of the highest order of discipline. From this and 
other circumstances there was said to exist a deplorable state of indis* 
ciplinc, of which indeed some striking illustrations occuned during the 
siege. » 

9. Laxity of discipline among the higlier officers, due to the (assigned) 
circumstance that the deposed Emperor manifested hesitancy and un¬ 
certainty with regard to punishments for shortcomings and offences on 
their part. 

20. A spirit of impatience of control and of opposition against 
authority, fostered by the conditions of social life in France, including 
the absence of domesticity, and, as a consequence, of lively affection 
between parents and children, and among children themselves, many of 
whom spend their early yean among strangers. 

. 11. The expenses connected with the unfortunate expedition to 
Mexico had so far exceeded the estimate, that the Emperor feared 
to make public the whole of the circuoistances connected therewith; 
hence it was considered necessary to divert to their liquidation money 
obtained nominally for current military purposes. Thus it was asserted 

^ Among other circamsUnees to which thU wtat of Mfitienee was wigned, on 

v»riovs occaeioiM 1 heard cnamerated ** The Coafmooal ” of the Romwh Qmreh, to 

whicl^the great majority of the people belo^. The direa tStet of that obicmnce 
lA said to be the breaking of confidence betwee n mesben of the mne family, and so 
on upwards throughout public, aa in private lii^ In comwetion with this alle^tiona 
made by so many wtth whom 1 had commanlcalion, the ctrcuBUlanee is significant 
that wbeoever vA lor irimtever politicai end a RevoJutioci ukei place in Paris, 
thf.cUu of persons who are 6nt and invariably attacked are the clergy of that 
partkttlar denottinatioii. 
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,.tbe ac^ coCdition of rrilitary establishments difTered from that repre¬ 
sented orfpapn. 4 * 

sa. A genAal loi^ercT^g of the*mofki sense, of which the religious 
sentiment is the first great princi^nc. ' . • 

this somewhat hnpo»ng list 1 append the subjoined, winch was 
subsequently collated while pdhising various works relative to the 
Y'ranco*Prussian war, namely:— 

(a) Alsolute unpreparedoess of a war, which was begun with frivolity 
without parallcL” 

(^) General maladministration, 

(c) Aqtagonism between the Paris and Provincial Governments. 

(</) Misrepresentations of actual conditions contained m official 
Proclaifi^tions ar.d in organs of the Press, 

(^) l^olitical divisCbns and sub-divisions among the people, Whether 
official or non-official, 

{/) Antagonism of interests and personal considerations among the 
higher administrators and commanders. 

(x) Disturbances fomented and brought about by agitators. 

{A) The inferior military qualities of a la^e portion of the citixen- 
soldiers, * . 

(/) Social immorality. For a long time past piety and moral earnest- 
ness have been much shaken in French society; the cancer of frivolity 
and immorality has eaten into the heart Of the people.* 

That several of the defects above enumerated are real is beyond all 
(luestion, even when allowance is made for those which are perhaps 
more theoretical than actual. Some had special reference to the epi* 
sode of the war from which France was about to emerge heavily 
crippled; others have a prospective significance; nor is it easy to con¬ 
ceive of success, so long as they are permitted to continue. 

Adverting to the Don-military qualities already mentioned, and to the 
conduct in face of the enemy displayed by the extemporised citizen- 
soldiers^ to whom per force of circumstances the defence of Paris had 
to a considerable extent to be confided, the fact is notewtwthy and 
suggestive that, having become to some extent acquainted with the us% 
of arms and with war, they became transformed into very dangerous 
elements when the Commune was declared. It was then that they 
fought resolutely against the Versailles forces, and committed many of 
the atrocities by which that occasion was to be disgraced.^ Of the 


* One of the fini meaMm of the Covennamt of M. TUers, after enuhing the 
iMnrreetion by the ComcnanuU^ bdadiog the Nstiofisl Gosrd, wm t<^ tupprea the 
militia ** force,” to called. * * 
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troops belonging to the regular army» howcFcr, is their d#e to o^erve ^ 
* that h actual combat the gallantry displayed ^ them pouid not be 
exceeded; no more could their pAtietft endurai^ce under tHe difficulties, 
pravalions, and general hardships incMental td the siege. But iivli- 
vidual qualities were overbalanced by the disadvaatages apd evils just 
enumerated. ’ * 

No sooner had the gates of Paris been opened, under provision of 
llie armistice, than my coadjutor ^ with the Germans performei to me 
the .good and brotherly act of bringing for myself, and for distribution 
among my friends and other persons whom I knew to be in necessitous 
circumstances, not only liberal supplies of food, bat also considerable 
sums of rv^oey, contributed by charitable persons to me unknown. It 
was a source of lively satisfaction to be able thus tc» aid ini^hiduals 
and some institutions; and in the performance of^that most pl&asant 
task several incidents occurred the recollection of which it still fresh. 
A few examples must suffice. One lady, to whom I carried a fowl, 
.iniong other articles, was prostrate in bed, her physical powers reduced 
by starvation to an extremely tow ebb. When I told her tlut she was 
simply dying from want of food, her reply was that she really had no 
appetite; she did not think she coiiM'eat anything if she had it; yet 
when I supplied her with some savoury morsels to be used at once, 
and then the fowl to be cooked later on, her lace brightened, she half 
raised herself in bed, and cluCbhcd the little articles I had brought to 
her. Another lady, to whom I presented some balls of butter, rolled 
up separately in bits of newspaper, did not delay to unfold the packet, 
but took a mouthful of the whole, including butter and paper. Being 
informed that I had a few red herrings for distribution, she next day 
drove to my hotel in her well-equipped carriage to receive of 
those savoury fish. The ^ Little Sisters of the Poor " were astounded 
and delighted to be presented with a small cartload of mutton, bread, 
eggs, butter, and various other articles; for the aged paupers, So whose 
care till death they devoted themselves, had been reduced to extreme 
want, not a few having succumbed under their privations. In accord¬ 
ance with invitation from th6 Lady Superior, I visited their establish¬ 
ment to receive expressions of gratitode from its inmates^ and in the 
course of my visit was shown through a ward m the uppermost storey 
into which a Prussian shell bad penetrated, and where some of the 
old, Becrepid inmates had there and then died of fright A Roman 
Catholic Seminary sent a representative to express the thanks of its 
inmates for supplies given to them. As I subsequently was informed, 

;. ^ ' Sorgeoa-Genersl Sir J. H. Innet, C.R 

’ The only one that rtmaioed. 
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^ the nt^rses iit in' ambu^sce, that i similariy ai(fed danced round the 
table on ^hi9h' the si^plies were displayed, while they invoked tless- 
* ings on ray Mad. Sony British *subjects to whom I was able to give* 
assistant in food and tnoney wtre most grateful. As regards myso)f, 
wh^ I mostfCraved for, and indulged in when opportunity oiTrfed, was 
fried fat bacon and fruit, more especially apples. 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 

!S7^. Af.iSXH. £N£M/iC.^ WiTHtN PARtS> 

rjcnn:m troo|w «*nUr—“ OccnjntiuD cn<1«<i‘*TroabI«s wilhin-^Offlcicr del* Wpnn 
(l'Ui«niftur—Tlcunji'lion bj war^Viut to Venaillex—Review hy Cttmun Km* 
wror* KaiIwav amlniltnce^CommunMK on endvd.* 

• * • • 

T he rc[)rcscntativc statues in the Place ik la Concorde were 
enshrouded; guards placed on cither side of positions to 
be occupied by the Germans. On the momiog of March the 
head of a dense column of troops was seen approaching the Arc de 
Trioniphe; that monument passed, the ** Army of Occupation*' steadily 
made its way downwards along the CStamps Elysces. In front of all 
rotle a young officer, fair in ^complexion, his face pale, lips comprcssetl, 
expression grave and resolute; his name, as we subsequently learned, 
llershardy. lieutenant in the S4th Prussian Hussars. Some signs of 
disturbance were shown among French oulookerB; they were quickly 
suppressed; all knew that the guns of Mont Val^ricn pointed towards 
the city; that by them stood German gunners. All through the mom^ 
ing troops poured In, until 30,000 men^he number agreed upon— 
were within their a.ssigned places; among them the Leib Regiment of 
Bavaria, the losses of which in the war exceeded numerically its strength 
when leaving Germany. It was now that the striking contrast in 
physique, Uuue^ and discipline presented by the newly-arrive4 forces, 
as compared with those to whom wo had been so long accustomed, 
was strikingly apparent to all spectators; doubtless to Parisians them* 
selves. 

Fort>'cight hours, including one entire day, was the period mutually 
agreed upon as that during which the German forces v(ert to remain 
within Paris. Precautions against collision between them and the 
populace were so successfully taken that crowds looked on and quietly 
listened to the foreign bands within their preepets. In other parts 
of the city, however, signs of restiveness were visible. Among the 
German troopf,* on the contrary, all was orderly and soldierlike. Early 
ort ihg morritng of the jrd, evacuation ” of the city began, and within 


fV 



2 ^ ' . tThirty-ni^e YA^rs 'in the Amty, [>871 

0 

^ 0 ^ 0 

hvtho\XT^i^ conplfted^ Not until the rear column had passed 

the Arc de 'friomphe did the mob, that meantime hung uponnheir ‘ 
* Hanks, begin ” dem^pstrate " ;*a section of the withdrawing troops* 
faegd rdund; the demoitStrators ded helter-skeken The work of 
ing^nd bun^g refiM in the great thoroughfares was soon bjgun i it 
continued during the day; by evening Paris looked as if it had not 
^ecn entered by a victorious aimy. ' 

Duriisg the following night, internal troubles assumed the first definite 
"shape of that in which they were soon to culminate. The Nati<jnal 
Guards withdrew from the Parc de Monccau some of the guns entrusted 
to Ihcm^ together with their equipment and ammunition, to arrange 
them* in order on Montmartre \ others were taken to the 
•quarters^ as Belleville and Vilette; while a definite plan of further action 
was cbiue to by the Communists. In the emergency so presented, 
no apparent action was taken by the responsible authorities; citi<:un 
‘‘ soldiers ” were permitted to retain arms, the use of which they had 
recently learned; with what result was speedily to be seen. During 
the next few days scenes of pillage were enacted, wherever stores, of 
whatever kind, existed; barricades were thrown up; other prepara¬ 
tions, in various ways, made alike for defence and offence. As events 
developed, the commandant appointed to the National Guards was 
repudiated by the men; they demanded that they should have the right 
to elect their own commander and oiher-officcrs. ]ki;uhon9 displayed 
the red flag; marched to (he Place de la Concorde; placed the emblem 
of Revolution upon the statues there, and upon public monuments else¬ 
where. On the loth, as the Germans marched from Versailles, the 
Communists placed on Montmartre the remaining guns, making a total 
of 417. Seven days thereafter the horrors of the Commune began. 

While the German army was entering Paris, I had the honour of being 
entertained at a dijeitrur by the members of the Ambulance de la 
Presse, «on the occasion of the distinction of Officier de la Legion 
d'Honneur * being conferred upon me by the Provisional Government. 
The Professor Ricord was pleased to make me the subject of 

a toast, alluding in kind terms to my association with the French armj 
and ambulances; then, taking from his own button-hole the rosette of 
the Order so highly prised, be placed it in mine. 

An excursion to a little distance bey o ad Montronge revealed a sad 
example of destruction : bouses reduced to heaps of rubbish, with*here 
and there a fragment of cracked wall left standing among them; masses 
d! charred timben; furniture and what had been ornamental pieces 
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strewn about in fragm^ts among ddbris of^v^i^us kinds^ifeluding dead 

animals. From among ruined walls of gardens and fonlervatories 

green young shoots of plants, revWed^y sunshing of early gpring, served, 

<^ntra$t with the segne of destruction axOanJ, to imprest us«the 

nio^e. * Were it possible for crowned heads Euro[^ to maj^c a 

similar round, it might ensure peace fof one generatioD. So thought wc 

as we continued our walk*through miles*of devastation. 

Making a journey to Versailles, the party of which 1 was oitf passed 
by the heights beyond Meudon, on which were ranged the guns untif 
recently employed in bombarding Paris, but now parked preparatory to 
being sent back to Germany. Several of them were seriously damaged; 
others pr^ented traces of work done by them in the terrible battery, 
also visited by us; its condition, abandoned to ruin, llhencc w^* lcs)ked 
towards N^augirard and vicinity, where greatest dcsfruction by its* shells 
took place. At Versailles, while dining in ih^ sntU of the 

Hotel des Keservoirs, then tilled will) Prussian officers, we saw among 
them Prince Leoi>old of Hohcnzotlem, the nomination of whom to ilic 
Spanish throne was the ostensible cause of the needless war now ended. 
Viniting in the Chateau the Galerie of l^is XIV., it was seen con* 
verted into an ambulance ward, its paintings damaged and torn as a 
result of wind and wcalhei' admitted through windows kept open for 
purposes of ventilation. The less severely wounded had l>een dis- 
{latched to F^herland ; those •remaining were loo seriously injured to 
admit of being removed; in cots, above the heads of which stood can^* 
vas representations of the glories of France,” shattered frames of 
recent conquerors lay in agony. 

Under the wing of a Timti correspondent, I witnessed on the heights 
of Villiers a review by the German Emperor of three corps 
consisting respectively of Bavarians, Savons, and Wurtembergers, all 
under command of the Crown Prince of Prussia. As the troops took 
positions assigned to them, it was observed by our friend, who bad 
accompanied them from Rhine to Seine, that their numbers scarcely 
equals half of thosd who entered France. An impression was said to 
exist among the Bavarians tlat more frequently than other corps they 
were so placed as to bear the first brunt of battle, and thus exposed to 
more than was fair of risks in action. It was further •said that con¬ 
siderations of creed and politics had much to do with such an arrange¬ 
ment; hence some fears were expressed lest unpleasantness might 
now occur. All present, therefore, felt a sense of relief when, as the 
Emperor, surrounded by bb brilliant staff, rode on to the ground, % 
^cheer burst USm all ranks assembled. The inspection over, the troops 
. marched ofT, the Qrown Prince at their head. Next day the return to 
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^ Berlia^began^ tf\i pride pr viptonr no doubt saddened by memories of 
thousandi them» to be left buried in alien soil. ^ 

Being gived an Oj^po^nity of testing railway anangements for trans* 
poi?; homewards of Gerthan wouAded, I embarked at Pantin statiq;) m 
a tr^n of th^t descrfp^ioa It was fully occupied by wound^ men, 
for whose requirements and corAfort every arrangement was complete, 
including staff and attendants. While iri the train I was most 
courteovsiy and hospitably received by the staff. The journey taken 
was somewhat long, nor did I get back to disturbed Paris till lat^ at 
night. 

A visif to Montmartre enabled me to sec the manner of disposal 
and position of guns from the Parc de Monccau, now in hards of the 
Card .: Nitionale; who have openly declared for the Commune. My 
comj)anion * and lAyself, recognised as foreigners, were couiteously 
escorted, first to onA battery, then to another, comments meanwhile 
freely made by those accompanying n$ in regard to their plan of action. 
Still, as far as we were able to understand, no counter-measures were 
taken by the authorities; and so the rising flood of revolution increased 
in volume and power, to buret disastrously three days thereafter. 

In obetlience to orders I quiubd Paris for England by evening train 
on March 14. Early next morning 1 was with my beloved wife, 
whose anxieties and fears during my absence had told upon her health; 
$0 ended the important episode in which I had taken^part. 


< Tb« (ate l^lr. Laureoce Oliphaut. 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 

. 1871-1874. DOVSK. ALDERSHOT 

OrOcrcd Dover-^Garri^s—Short service-***Golden Rules*'—Admmiitrative 

duties—Lady dc Kos—Alas! Alan !—M. llcor/ Ihinant—v^denhot. • ^ 

T lll^ official Rci>ort of the mission performed had to be sent in, 
that done, orders directed me to take over duty in the South 
eastern District, of which Dover is Headquarters. A few weeks elapsed, 
when I received an order of readiness for India. For the first and 
only time in my career 1 had to plead inability to proceed; long-con¬ 
tinued semhstarvation in Paris had so* lowered physical strength that 
reluctantly I was forced to^ plead the* circumstance. The authorities 
were pleased thereon to consider that episode equivalent to a tour of 
foreign service; my name was placed at the bottom of the roster, and 
so the next three Vears were s^nt at the favourite station of England. 

All that time the quiet routine of duty was more of an agreeable occu¬ 
pation than arduous or unpleasant work. Among some of the resident 
families acts of civility towards roj'sclf and family were numerous \ 
intercourse with staff and regiments most pleasant, so that recollections 
of pUce and people remain agreeable. 

Military positions and Departmental establishments connected with 
the ancient town itself had to be visited from time to time; so also had 
several throughout the ** district,’’ including Shomcli/Te camp, whdhcc had 
proceeded in the early years of the century the force destined for Stjaio, 
under command of Sir John Moore; Canterbury, with its associations 
vtonnecked with St Augustine; Maidstone, provincial capital of Eng¬ 
land’s garden; Brighton, etc • 

Gradually was the system of short service in the rants of the Army 
taking the place of that to which most officers of considerable lunding 
had been accustomed. Complications and friction occurred in such 
a stage of transition among departments concemU in giving the change 
^ effect In thq.ranks themselves all was not propitious; the old class 
V non-commissioned officers gave place to young and inexperienced, 
^osi authority, even when rightly exerted, was not always tacitly 
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•accepted by t^eyouthfill and unbroken elements concerned. Moial 
influence suck *as educated in many instances from old and experi% 
enced sergeants hackalFkut died out; trivial shortcomings on the part of 
yodng lads were mapiificd into crimes'*; rftore than ordinap' diffi* 
cully experienced by officers in keeping things smooth, yet going* 

« In matters of administrative routine difTc/ence of views between 
officers concerned seemed inevitable; a satisfactory phase of official 
lire, hoftever, was that in the few instances in which such divergence 
occurred it was limited to official relations. Previous experience in* 
duced me to formulate certain principles in accordance with which 
corrc;^{)ondence submitted for decision should be dealt with \ to them 
I endeavoured to adhere.^ Another point taught by experience was 
*that,*lp directing particular administrative ends to be attainedj ip leave 
to officers concerned the details of means by which instructions were to 
be carried into effect; in that way res])on$ibility attached to the execu¬ 
tive, while at the same time it left to them freedom of action. 

As a matter of history relating to an important episode, and some 
personages connected therewith, it is worth while to refer to the 
account of the famous ball in Utusscis on June !$• 1S15, related to me 
by Lady de Ros, daughter of (ho Duke <4 Richmond, and who was 
present on the occasion in question. How, while dancing and con* 
viviality proceeded, sounds of waggons and other heavy conveyances, 
guns and tumbrils among them, broke uf^n the ears olf tltk gay throng ; 
how small groups of the higher officers entered into grave and subdued 
talk ; how, without exciting notice, singly they slipped away; how in 
the early hours of morning of the tCth, ** the Duke'* himself took his 
departure; how, as the remaining guests left the room, the turmoil in 
the streets of the Belgian capital resounded with the bray of bugles, 
trumpets, and military movements;* and how, before the day was over, 
several of those who had so left were brought back wounded, some 
dead, fr 5 m Quatre Bras. 

[Subseouently, taking advantage of the sixt^-one days’ leave to 
which officers are entitled, 1 visited the ^ouse, now a convent, which 


' Tlie foUowii^ rales were those alluded to: l. Never write in a hurry. 2. 
Be utis>vayed by personal feetir^. 3. Judge charitably. 4. Never act upon a 
sided statement; /afWnv. 5. Avoid imutiag expressions. 6. Obtain, 

if possible, the lost word.'* 7. In glring decision, take nothing for granted; have 
clear grounds for that Uedih>n. 8. Confine remarks and recommendatioM to their 
sphere. 

* The sth Divtuoa, or that of Pieton, as also the Duke of Brunstftek’s contingent, * 
both left Brussels at $ a.m. of the ibtL Doubtleaa, tberefore, the ndftes refegre^l' 
were caused by the various ^rmt belongiog to It (Horriord's IVatirfp^.) 
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steads on the site of the ball-room* just Kue de la 

lihm^hisserie.} ^ ^ * 

It was while at Dover that one* of ifhose sad^ bereavements befcl iny 
d#a^wife and myself whvh leave the it afler-inf^ress upon memory ^x\d 
affection. The taste for sea life had been ^a^^y deve}o|>ed in^my 
second son. As far as possible it was discouraged^ but that having 
failed, he w«as permitted 'to cany his \rishes into effect. Alas! alas [' 
the result was very grievous. The ship in which he was pr^eding 
ultiiuatcly ** declared missing” at Lloyd's; the dear, ^cctionai^ 
boy was never heard of. It is too painful to write even this brief 
notice. 

A $hor& visit by M. licnry Dunant gave me the opportunity of *hcar- 
ing from his own lips the story of the Red Cross convention,^Of vltich* 
he has^he distinction of being Loundcr. To his* experiences ^gained 
among the thousands of wuumletl left on the ficU^ in and near Solferino 
without necessary help from the Austrians or Allies between whom that 
most sanguinary battle was fought/ and afterwards in extemporised 
ambulances for reception of those for whom provision could be made, 
M. Dunant assigned his resolve to institute, if possible, an Association 
whereby to mitigate in some mcasuiU at least the horrors of war such 
os he then witnessed. Of*roedical officers and their work as seen by 
him on that occasion he expressed himself m this way: '*Certc:t, si 
tuer Ics homaies'est un titredb gloire, Ics guerir, ct cela, souvent au i>cril 
dc sa vie, m^ritc bico I'csUme ct la reconnaissance.” But in numbers 
they were alt<^ether insufficient for the task required of them, supple¬ 
mented as they soon were by volunteers, not only from the countries 
immediately concerned, but from others, including Belgium, Switzer¬ 
land, and even Canada. Bearing these matters in mind, he asked him¬ 
self the questiqn, **Is it not possible to found through all the nations of 
Europe societies the object of which shall be aid to the wounded in 
times of war; that care the most prompt possible, not by mere mer¬ 
cenaries, but by persons devoted by high principles to so high a voca¬ 
tion” Ills appeal, formulated in a most touching narrative* of what 
he ha^ seen in Lombardy,’ produced the effect desired by him; the 
subject he had at heart was earnestly taken up by all classes of persons, 
from crowned heads to peasants, and soon he had the reward of seeing 
organizations according to his own model in active operation. It was 
while he was occupied in observing the working of volunteer ambu¬ 
lances in Paris that I had tbe pleasure of being introduced to M. 
Dunant. * 


' June n, i8S9* 

** di G^nite: Un S0ttvtnir d4 Parb: Usebette Cie. 
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At long OiSf 'came ‘igaxelte” of my promotion, and almost 
slmultanebusly an oid^ to take up at Aldershot the duties pertahing^ 
to my new fank.^ ^ Tlje chief %vei1t during my short stay at that 
important military camp was thh annual re^ew and exercise^ o£> the 
trcKy>s comp^ing it* « For some time previous the old system* of 
regimental hospitals and medical ofRcerl was in gradual process of 
abolition, and now that destructive policy had been so far matured 
as to experimentally acted upon in the present manoeuvres. My 
own duty was limited to carrying into execution orders receivt'd. 
But sympathies were altogether on the side of soldiers and their 
officers, who raised their voices against it. By what was now called 
the system of unification the fact became unj)leasantly apiuirent that 
thenc^fd^ard the sick soldier, together with his wife and c1)ild, must 
depend in times of ^illness upon the aid of strangers, instead nf, as 
heretofore, obtaining *(he help of those who personally knew them, 
and whose selfintcrcst, even in the absence of higher motive, en« 
hanced the care and attention shown towanis them. 


* Surgeon-Ccnsnl, April t, 1874. 
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CHAPTER XXXV 
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Ordcroi in tndb—llomlKiy^Mahltar coast—Madras—JnicnJcJ cx]>c<Uli(«nft*^Ran> 
^rxif x^hoay 1>A^*n-»lK;lhi K 0 y. 1 l famity^A romini; r^'c —Ui> thi.* J^vaddy— 
1 ton :s\ww —J J a n s.vl.nh*- A Vi m k ‘fung - J 'rome—TI j yet M yo - U isl ory—I 'rt rn \py m 
wi tU—'<Uial fi»TCsU«(>uf —Mvn|;cc Sekan —Niglit slwlttM • * Wiui* 

tiering Knvijs -’roi>Rlino*-**iN/jii|4icaik»n** with thcKirtg —Thn SUangKivcr-^ 
lioat^ .ind errwa^Shony Cihcen^Siiang Ipwn—lu aaMialii>it5K-Kadouk— 
KyaWir> cicvk—J!:(ck to i<angi>on*^Commcol». 

S UJ)nENI,Y, anri without note of warnings the contents of one of 
those long blue WurdO/Ticc envelopes infonned me that in con* 
SLVjuence of a death vacancy in India^ I was to proceed without 
delay to Madras. The irainfdiate result was a good deal of incon* 
vcnionce and*cxpcn8c» arrangements having been tnade for a somewhat 
longer stay in camp than under the circumstances was now possible. 

leaving rortsmonUi by the Indian troopship Eupkraks early in 
September, in due time, and without adventure, we ^ landed atitomhay. 
Arrived at the cai)ital city of the Western l^csidency, the hospitality of 
one of India's merchant princes’ was extended to us, a letter of intro¬ 
duction^ having preceded us. It so happened that an unusually heavy 
rainstonn had passed over that part of India a few days previous, 
causing complete destruction of railways, besides much damage in other 
respects. Our departure was accordingly delayed several days, it being 
necessary that we should proceed by steamer towards our destination. 
Mcant.bile, however, the kind dvility of our host was unrelaxed; short 
trips were organized by him for our pleasure—one to*the famous 
Caves of Elephanta on the island of Gharipuri, the sculptures in which 
rep^sent nearly, if not alt, the mythology of Hindooisro. 

The first month of the '‘cold" season was well advanced, the cold 
being rather in name than reality. Otherwise Wr sea trip along t^e 
coast of Malabar was pleasant enough ; the bold scenery of the western 


!^y wife, deughter, vkI self. 


< Mr. Olipbani. 


* From .Mr. John Ogilvie. 
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^hats in somenjaces stri^ing^in otKers grand; the cities, towns, atjid 
natural bAboyiS, at«e;feral of which our ship made a brief ita^ ixv- 
' 4 and and take'bn bo^rd^pods and^pasSbngers, became so many objects 
of lAternt to ua and a f^ others^who, like ourselves, had be^ sl\s6 
forqed to adopt this ifkode of traYelling. • 


Arrived off Bey pore, we disembarked; thence took train, and so in 
due time reached Madras. The formality of reporting arrival to the 
authorities concerned once got over, duty was entered upon, our resi* 
^ence temporarily taken up in one of the large but otherwise comfort* 
less liotels with which the place was provided, all such establishments 
being th^ property of, and managed by, natives. 

Rumours circulated that a military expedition was likely te proceed 
v/n Ibinhali towards Yunnan, to co-operate with a corresponding force 
to l>6 dispatched thither by the Yangtse kiang, with a view td inflict 


punishment on those *bjr whom Mr. Ma^^cry had recently been mur* 
dered in that province. As a preliminary measure, the Cominander'in* 
Chief, Sir Frederick Haines, determined to make a tour through what 
was then British Burmah, to satisfy himself in regard to the capabilities 
of the country to meet requirements of an army, including food, 
transport, supplies, and accomrodUation. 

Together with other members of the staflT with whom special details 
relating to the expected expedition would rest, His Excellency and* 
l)arty embarked; the pier on the occasfbn being cibwded with his 
numerous friends, a guard of honour, in accordance with his rank and 
position, also drawn up. The Oruntal quickly steamed away; in due 
time touched at Coconada and Vizagapatam respectively, then away 
across the Bay of Bengal, landing us safely at Rangoon on the seventh 
day from that on which we had gooe on board. Hospitable friends 
awaited our landing, and by the kindoess of Surgeon-General and Mrs. 


Kendall I was made comfortable as their guest 
VariotBs objects and places of interest in and around this modern 
but prosperous city were visited and examined, so soon as relaxation 
from oflicial duties permitted us to do so; but it is not intended in these 
notes to give more than a very brief record of experiences in^ these 
respects.* The first to flalm attention was the famous Golden Temple, 
the Shoay DagOn, the most important Buddhistic memorial in Burmah, 
originally erected, according to legend, as a monument over eight hairs 
from the head of the Sage. In the course of our wanderings among 
the many smaller temples by which the dagon proper is surrounded, we 
mit at intervals female devoteea,—nuns, in fact, who ha^ given them* 
selves up to the service of the temple, their object in doing so, accqri^ 

' These are given in detail to Ottr Trip /# Bmnnok* * 
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to our infonnanti that m the next IransiDigration^hey^initht bo^ 
^):>ohi men! 


C In the course of the day's excursion we caii^ u^n \ very ^unroyffl * 
palace/’ now the residence of the Delhi Begum, and ^len 
an equally unroyd^loolang persoaoge, descrft>ed as Ihe remaking 
prwe, his brothers tu^ving been shot by Hodson in 1857. Th( 
residence of other political prisoners were pointed out to us, including 
the house In which the deposed Grand Mogul ” of Delhi died.^ ^ 
^he extent to which the Chinese clement monopolized various kinds 
of business and industry was remarkable; it was no less evident that 
the best {>ort:on of the town was theirs. In course of our roui\(ls we 
witli*%evcral examples of what may in a sense be looked upon as a 
new r:\fc^ namely, fruits of unions between Chinese i^icn amV^utmese 
women. Those with whom we met were young women, comely in ap* 
l>earancc; their costumes a happy mixture of st^cs of the nationalities 


l>crsoi)ified in themselves. It is probable tliat the males adopted the 
costume pertaining to one or other nationality, and 10 were undis- 
tinguishable from these. 

Our journey upwards by steamer on the Irawaddy was pleasant, and 
in some respects interesting. The early portion was through a succes¬ 
sion of narrow creeks before getting into the main stream, somewhat 
' after the manner of the Soonderbunds, but on a small scale os com* 
• pared to thefti. As we advanced, a rich, welI*culrivaled country opened 
up on either side of us. The fresh cool air on deck made thick clothing 
desirable. On either side welUto^lo villages rose at short intervals os if 
oat of the river, while on it were thickly dotted boats of various sizes 
. transporting goods of many kinds. Rafts of timber, consisting of 
several portions ingeniously united, and well steered, were met with 
.winding, as it were in folds, along the current. Fields of rice and 
gardens of banana gave place to patches of forest, separated by tracts 
covered by tall reed grass; then dense bamboo jungle, while ffom some 
of the riverside viUages odours wafted off which told that in them 
various delicacies from fish- such as Bunzians bve, but other people 
abominate, were in course of preparation. Such a place was Bontanau, 
at which we spent a night • 

Resuming our jooroey, the somewhat large towns of Yandoon and 
Dqnabew were passed in quick succession, the latter associated wUh 
the history of the first Burmese AVar, 1824-S6. There, one of the 
most severely contested battles of that war tdbk place; the Burmese 


% 


i There w^ a nitDour that bis bead bad beca disinterred and earned awty, perbtps 
to be n$dt use of slier the nsooer of the Seythuas.. 
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Veader, Bund6oja,*was kill^., At (Me same place in the vrar of 18^;" 

severe figHtin^look pia^e, heavy losses being inflicted upon our f6re8s' 
i)y the native troops und^ command of Myot Zoon. 

Ip duh time'wc are off Hantadahi also assoeiated with the wars cf 
183^ and 185^ ; the nape of the place itself—namely, 
goose^beiDg derived from TurAnian mytnology. At a little distadte 
from that place a halt was made to replenish' the stock of firewood; 
the time m spent enabling us to take a short excursion in the near 
vicinity. Animal life in great profusion existed everywhere ; cattle in 
excellent keeping, for the Bunnese are extremely kind to .them; poultry 
of all sorts in abundance; sparrows in myriads, and if possible more 
bold than arc their kind in our own country; water birds'in great 
numbers; land birds equally so are everywhere, nor are they as J^et 
slaughtered in the ntime of ** sport,” as doubtless they will be when 
British guns become more numerous here than, luckily for the wild 
creatures, they are at present. 

On either side the country changes gradually in appearance; at first 
an uninterrupted level, then undulating, the inequalities greater and 
greater as we proceed. Now tl^e dim outline of the Arracan Yoma 
range looms in the distance; we*reach the high bold promontory of 
Akouk-tong, round the base of which the Irawaddy rushes violently. 
On its river-face several rude carvings represent Buddha; on its 
summit and landward declivity stand p;^odas of vaViotts sires, the 
whole connected with each other by winding pathways. During the 
war of 185 a the Burmese erected a powerful battery upon the 
summit of that promontory, for the capture of which a party, under 
command of Captain Gardener, was landed from the EnUrpriie, Un¬ 
happily it fell into on ambuscade, its commander beheaded, his head 
carried away as a trophy of victory. More and more distinctly the 
hills of Prome came into view; forests of teak, Interspersed with 
patches ctf custard*apple trees, were seen clothing their sides, tracts of 
underwood everywhere. Now we obtain glimpses of a well-made 
military rofd, to be used if need be by troops from Akayab to this 
place. 

Prome is a city or town of considerable importance; its chief pro* 
ducts, lac, petroleum, silk, and lacquer. Occupying an elevated site 
is *^The Holy Hair Pagoda,” smaller in dimensions than its counterpart 
the Shoay Dagon at Rangoon; like it, approached by an extensive 
flight of steps, on either side of which is a long series of mythological 
fig&res. A variety of bells, Urge and small, swung from stands, at 
short intervals among the buildings connected with the temple propsr^ 
These bells, when struck by a mallet of deer’s horn, snspended from their 
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Mnds for the purpo^ emit a soitnd of yarp^ising streeAcss. Jn the* 
Burmese War, namely that of 1859, Prorpewas f^en t>ossesaiot) 
by our troops on October 11.* • * • • * • ^ 

' • hfyo is reached after a few*tuch mishaps as are incidental to 

*tmj^ on the lrawaddy<$ among them ^reaks-dovftt of m^^hinery, l^ak* 
steam boilen, running^fast’’ u^n sand^banks, getting doubled^ 
In the coils of rafts^ and so on. As dn the occasion of our departure 
from Madras, so on disembarking here, a guard of honeur, with 
regimental band and colour, salutes the chief; hospitable friends ^ invite 
08 to their houses; our party is comfortably and well provided for. 

Thyet Myo, otherwise ** Mango city,’* has a history which d%tes^ back 
to A.D. 3^. In 1854 cantonments for British troops were erected near 
to*it, on a site $0 situated as to command the passaged the Wavmddy* 
In 1S5? tfic river deserted its old bed, making fof itself a new one at 
least a mile and a half distant, thus destroying tHb purpose originally in 


View. 


A tedious ride through thorny jungle, then along what was intended 
to become a main line of road to Mendoon, took us to a series of 
petroleum wells at Pendouk-ben. R^arding them great expectations 
were entertained, and energetic endlavours were in progress accord« 
ingly; but so far, their produce was limited to the oozing in small 
quantities of "oil’’from the sides of wells in course of formation in 
Jthc schistose cock. Subsequdhtly, that industry, there and elsewhere in 
the country, has attained great importance. 

.Official duties over at Thyet Myo, our journey was resumed, ail 
arrangements made beforehand for an expected interesting if somewhat 
arduous progress through the extensive forest that occupies the tract of 
territory between the rivers Irawaddy and Sitang, including what is 
called "the great Yoma range’’ of mountains, or more i^roperly speak- 
mg, hills. Our first move was to cross the first-named river and encamp 
on its further bank. Next morning, we four* began our rca> trip, all 
mounted, the large body of "followers ” of all sorts composing our escort 
making their way on foot 

Our^progress during the next four days was along "roads” the 
roughness and other difficulties of which rapidly increase^ as we went 
on; villages and patches of cultivation became snfaller and less 
frequent; the people showed themselves carious to see the ika/ai, or 
white foreigners, thdr own state of raggedness and dirt offensive to 
look upon. • 

We had reached the densest part of the forest, at a point whence ofxt 

^ 1 by Dr. Wmprey of the 6yth. * 

* » deoeral Sir F. Haioci,Brigsdkr-Geiiersb Howlett and St«vr«n, and mpelf. 
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further p^fc'ss ivas to iTe hy e1epha&ti» a tracic being made m tl^ 
jungle^ a i^ambe^ of^men sent before us for that purpose, 
.reached a stoe)caded viP^e, such n defence in this secluded spot 
very ne^essajy against marauders. The forest,resounds with the voices 
of birds, from the resplendent plumage of sonte of which the flight* 
is reflected in^flashes. l^tcr on all becomes silencci save from the 
bf our own party, and so we reach, as afternoon advances, the halting 
place of,Mengee Sekan. 

' Hitherto we have taken advantage for accommodation overnight of 
such buildings as wc found, in the iha|)e chiefly of deserted Uuddhist 
monasteries, in various stages of decay. It became necessary to 
cxterTl|)ofiie a hut or bower in which to pass the night. Su^h a place 
«vas (Quickly prepared for us by natives attached to our party, whev 'by 
means of their ifcr/r'^halAknifc, half-sword —cut down bian^hcs of 
bamboos and trees j these they arranged and secured by ropes made of 
bark and creepers: thus they made quarters in which we were by no 
means uncomfortable. 


Our elephant steeds carry us onwards, along the half-dried bed of 
what in the rainy season is a mountain torrent, conflned on either side 
by precipitous cliffs, our progre^ at times interrupted by deep pools, 
at others by boulders singly or in masses in the river bed; these 


obstacles having to he circumvented as best was practicable, but always^ 
causing much delay and inconvenjcncc# Coming upon a pathway^ 
evidently used by wandering Karens, and made passable for us by our* 
dah-men already mentioned, our elephants have to scramble as best 
they can upwards along the steep face of a mountain spur of the 
Yoma range. We gain the summit, and from it obtain a wide and 
extensive view of rich dense forest stretching htr away, around, below 
the level of the point from which we took our survey. We pass the 
watershed that divides the tributaries to the Irawaddy and Sitang^* 
Our descent is rough and predjutous; we arrive at the Kyat-Moung 
creek, aad for some miles travel eastward along its bed; the forest on 
either side dense as before, the brushwood and Ibwer vegetation con« 
sisting chiefly of ferns and stemless palnu. After a day of ^mewhat 
arduous toil we reach an open apace, and there a bower being quickly 
prepared fof" us we rest for the night. 

Our journey resumed, the roadway we take is once again the bed of 
a mountain stream, the banks high and steep; vegetation still d^se, 
huge creepers stretching from branch to branch, masses of parasitical 
plants hanging from the highest arms. Soon the forest becomes less 
dense; isolated houses, then villages, surrounded by patches of culti* 
vated ground, are retched. Such a village is Pysgone. It is under the 
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' iiKisdiction of Tonghoo, from which place letters hav^bcAi sent for us,^ 

1 10 we hear of those we care for. Here we j>art wiCfl^ourelephants 
other establishments belonging* to Thy{t« Myo» etc hanging tlv^ 
Jrmer for small Burmese ponies, onwrhich tRe remaining part of^ur 
joum^ is performed. Several more marches w^re perforjned, dit^^^ng 
iTi^o particular characteristfo from t^ose already alluded to. Thai, 
glmring in the sun, but *stiU a long way in front of us, the pinnacle of 
a gilded pagoda indicates the position of Tonghoa As we pfpd alon^ 
th^dusty way, we overtake a caravan of Shans, their bullocks laden 
wiA merchandise to market. We reach the remains of what was once 

4 

the fortified wall by which the city was surrounded, but is now a scries 
of dilapid^tcii fragments Friends ’ come out to receive and oft'er us 
holpit^ity: baths and good cheer soon set us up) wc tback* 
amuset>af such small discomforts as we had recently undergone. 

Tonghoo marks the eastern limit of what wo^ three centuries it.c.| 
the empire of AsokiL The modem town, however, dates cn// from the 
tenth century of our era; its ]>osition, upon a peninsula round which 
winds the river Sitang. At a distance eastward, the Karenee range of 
mountains some four thousand feet in height, their sides thickly covered 
by forest; the general aspect of the locality and its surroundings for« 
lorn and unattractive. ^ 

* At the time of our visit a political com plication'* with the king of 
'vi>urmah was considered likely to be the outcome of a different inter* 
pretation as to the boundary line between Native and British Burmah 
entertained by the Indian and Burmese officials; while the Kareru lay 
claim, in opposition to both, to a tract of territory said to have been 
occupied by them from time immemorial. Some months subsequently 
this matter was amicably arranged. 

«Our duties performed, our homeward journey began; we start away 
i 9 Tantabin, where long, nanow boats lie moored to the bank, awaiting 
to take* us on board, and so down the Sitang River. But the hospitality 
of friends at Tonghoo has yet another demonstration to the Chief and 
his f^arty ere we finally take leave. A sumptuous and costly dijtftntr 
awaits u^n the aya/, or tra^llers' rest-house at the ghat When the 
meal is over and we get on board each his particular boat, many 
expressions of mutual good*will exchanged, much waving oT hands and 
handkerchiefs, and then—our river tri|:r begina 
'Aie kind of craft in which the next few days and nights must be 
spent it peculiar. Mine consisu of the scoopsd-out trunk of a tree, 


* * Major Kingiky, 67th Regioeat, kiodly exteoded his bof|Hta(ity to me. 
* t By the hospitality of Mijoc and Mrs. Uoyd. 
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^ts ioDer arraugemeats htt€d up according to Burmese ideas of comfoct^ 
^or it nuy^oe, ?^ury.. The measurement of the boat, or rather cinp^^ 
«tbree tons, itself so na^^w and crank that practice is needed to 
without *tiiting'it ovef to*a dangerous d^ree ;%tX on further experiencr 
this became sufTicienlty^easy. The crew comprised six Burmese/lu^ve 
in* Dody, cheery in dispositionp'well acquainted with their paiti^^lgr 
work; ready to joke and chaff with brother boatmen, as we gl^^od 
pieasant)y down the stream. 

* A short halt is made at Shoay Gheen, an important town, at wnich 
in due time we arrive. Here we find the remains of a stockade, held 
in considerable strength against our troops by the Burmese in 1815, 
though surrendered by them without a struggle in December of that 
year., ^here arc two respects in which Shoay Gheen is famous:, the 
one, that from here direct to Yunnan a trade route extends; \ha other, 
that in the district ia which the town gives its name is the chief 
habitat of that most dreaded of poisonous snakea,«the hamadryad 
{Ophiophagus e/4/x). 

Another day and night and we are at the town of Sitang; its streets 
and houses are arranged in regular order, the streets wide, sheltered, 
boulevard like, by a row of spreading trees on cither side; everywhere 
flocks of poultry, large and small, especially of the particular breeds for 
which Burmah is famoua On the more prominent points are pagodas,^ 
several undergoing repair and being regiided. Near each is a group oC. 
hideous stucco figures of nati ; ‘ among these, people in attitudes of 
devotion, presenting to the images Offerings, sprigs of sacred flowers, 
jasmine and jonesia (the asoka tree), and other plants. 

In the first Burmese War a strong position was taken up by them at 
this place. On January 7, i8a6, it was unsuccessfully attacked by 
our forces, who sustained severe loss, including their commander; ga 
the 1 itb, however, the attack was renewed, the position captured, yri^ 
a loss ko the enemy of six hundred in a strength of four thousaiid^ 
defenders. In 1852, after peace had been declared, a British detach* 
ment sras stationed here, and so remained for some time. 

Time presses; tide waits for no roan. Our boatmen, awaie of the 
latter fact, press on by means of sail and paddle throughout the night; 
we arrive at' Kadouk soon daylight Considerably to our surprise 
our boats are quickly turned from the main stream into a narrow creek, 
and there made fast. But the detention is only for a little; our boat* 
men resume their work; oar boats re-enter the stream, and fx a time 
Keep close to the right bank. A rushing sound comes upon us from the 
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distaoce; it increases; the tidal wave of Jhe Sitang il upon us >^not in^ 
A^aU volume, however, for from a point just al^cad of us^t breaks with 
!/4<>ar, and then, curling with foam is it advap^s^ it ru^cs irresistiU)* 
^0 opposite bank. Jt was to avoid this for so the wave 

is oaioed, and being probably swamp^ by its &>A:e, that^our boatmen 
hr^pushed on. * * , 

* Communication between the SiUng*and Pegu rivers was by means 


i 


o( Kyatsoo creek, and that only during the three days of spri^ 
ti^eTat the present season of the year. A canal was in progress of 
construction, apd railways were being extended in various directions; 
yet neither was usable for our purpose. One suggestive circivnyanca, 
however, learn : that, anticipating enhanced value of land as a result 


of such works, a precocious native agriculturist is fliaking wi^ensivj 
purchdlvs*along the line of the new waterway, dbr passage along the 
Kyatsoo creek was marked by nothing more stifring than a succession 
of groundings, bumps against other craft, and such trifles. On either 
side of us cultivated fields extend away to the distance; on some of 
them the blue flower of the flax plant is bright and fresh. Isolated huts 
and small villages occur at small diatvices from each other, and high 


kip bi the azure firmament a lark i>oiiit forth its volume of song, as in 
Dur own island. 


As we proceed, the tapering summits of pagodas are seen reflecting 
the sunlight ahead; they indicate the site of the once important city of 
P^u, capital of the Talain kingdom. A little further and we exjre* 
ri<;ncc the tide as it comes from the rker so named, to meet that from 
the Sitang, by which so far we have been conveyed. A little more 
ind we are back in Rangoon, the members of our small party hospit- 
ibly received by newly-made friends, Mr. and Mrs. Wilkinson kindly 
taJerng me to their house. 

'^The next few days were passed mostly in the performance of official 
spare intervals being taken up in visiting pbces of intefest pre* 
passed over from want of time. Our journey and observations 
made during it suppLed subject alike for official and for ordinary talk, 
giving ^zest to forecasts variously expressed in regard to the probable 
issue of events which may follow upon the death or deposition of 
the king. The prevailing view was that Government ^11 place upon 
the throne the Intimate beir, and having done so will carry on ad* 
minteation by means of a Commission. In such an event, it is 
intidpited that Bunnah will be one of the best fields for British 
energy sau} capital, that communication will be opened up, iiA 
resources of ^e country developed. 



Thhrty-nim Yedfs in tht Army .. 



[»«« 


CHAPTER XXXVI 

1875 - 1880 . JU.IO/IAS PS£S/D£.VCY 

Rrtun). lo Madras—IHalh of Lord Hobart—Lord Pile's tomb and story—Inter* 
return—Duka of Hucklnnbam—U.R.II. the Prince of Walei—Cf^manders* 
iivChief—Fanii le—A relief camp—OoUcamaml—Fever among liritish 
Thtbaw—Aflghanir'an —Sir N> Chamlicriain as Envoy—Young soHie^oow^ 
old—Su^csied scheme—Medical system—lospcctioo tours—New bamcki— 
Calicut—Cannanore—MalUporam — Bangalore — Ikllary — SccuQderal>ad — 
** ConAdential" reports—Indication of iUaess—**New broOtni'’—Official de¬ 
meanour—In the hiU^PIeuanl recollections—Back at Portsmouth—Finale* 

W E embark on the Aftaa, A week passes; we land at Madras^ 
bearing with pleasant recollections of friendly hospitality 
received during our now bygone Trip to Byrmah.** ^ 

The death of Lord Hobart»* Governor of the Presidency, was an 
event regretted by those of us who had come to know his amiable' 
though reririog character, and much sympathy was expressed towards 
the widowed Lady Hobart on her bereavement The remains of the 
deceased were carried to the tomb with all the pomp and ceremony 
due to the high office he had occuptedi and estimation in which he was 
generally held, the coffin committed to the tomb in St Mary^s Church, 
Fort St George. 

^Vhile clearing out a place for the purpose, the workmen came 
the coffin of Lord Figot, whose death took place in 1776, and 
place or burial, if not intentionally concealed, had long since 
be remembered. The story of his death was thus resuscitated, 
reference made to history relating how the CooocU deposed^ him, hoyf^ 
he was arrested by the Coi&ffiaoder-io-Cbief| placed in confirtementi 
and there forcibly kept during eight months, at the end of which be 
died. No wonder that this audacioas proceeding on the part of the 
chief actors in the drama produced astonishment and iodignatioR at 
home. ' 

Ad interr^num followed, during which the senior member of 

* Under that title an accooat of it was pnhkuhed hj Beilllto. TJudaB A Cos, 
Londoiu 

* On April 17, iSyj. 
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^ouocil ’ became head of die Gc^emmentf the headquihers of whrcfl, 
^^ther with those of the Commander^m-CAief, #rere 'shorter dicrcafter 
^U^iferred to Ootacamund, i^eic^thej req) 4 ^ed imtil the following 
^ *fCQ|d " seasooi as it is^led in Madras. • * * ^ 

latter (lart oC the yrear arrived Hii Qr^e the puke of Buck- 
and Chandos, appointed GAemor. Od the occasion o?*his 
laming, together with his daughters^ the three Ladies Grenville, there 
WI9 an immense gathering at the pier to receive the distinguished party, 
'{lie assemblage comprised His Eacellency the Commander-iQ-Chicf, 
staff, high military officers, and heads of departments, a guard of 
honour, Government and municipal officers, representatives of the native 
princes ^nd nobility, and, in addition, a large concourse of the com* 
hignky.’ • / « • 

Tht afrival of the Prince of Wales was an important event in the 
history of Madras. During the stay of His Royal Highness at the 
provincial capital, the best endeavours of all classes, official and non- 
offickl, natives and British, were directed to Dunifest duty and loyalty 
to lbt Heir Apparent In addition lo official eniertainmcnu and 
receptions given by Governs and Coromandernn-Chief, the civil 
society, native princes and community, did all they could to do honour 
to him and to themselve$\)n the occasion. 

The next events of importance in reference to official affairs in 
Madras congprised a change in the head of the Amy, Sir Frederick 
Haines being moved to Simla, and succeeded by Sir Neville Chamber* 
lain. The departure of the former was much regretted by all classes, 
military, civil, and non-official; all honour and welcome were given to 
the tatter, whose great military reputatioQ and high character were 
known to and acknowledged by all. 

^ la 1S77 the Madras Presidency, as well as other parts of India, was 
'ffUtcd by famine, large numbers of natives falling victims, not with- 

f khng the exertions by the Governor and officers acting under the 
eri of His Grace to combat the misfortune. Private associations 


and individuals added their endeavours to those by Government; mis- 
Sionar)^bdies provided fornarge numbers of orphans and other victiou, 
with &e result that many converts” were added to their lists. The 
necessity for extended and improved systems of irrigation being shown, 
steps were taken in both directions. While not a few oi the ancient 
metteds had been abandoned, the modem substitutes were, in some 
instaaces, far from effectual for their purpose. •Now also an important 

« Sir WQUaa Robiiim, K.C.S 1 . 

s By the Lemdon CeaWft ww annean ce j my appoutAcat as Wonottry Physician 
the QoMn, March ss, 1876. 
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f)h1ncial nieaSure*was : a apeciai fund against famine 'was 

establisfied^th^equivalent^of eight million pounds sterling set aaide*fqf 
purpose, and if song^time tha^eafter that fund was otherwise a|^ 
sorbnd, its original deviserl and foenden had passed from office 
the ^hange in question*t^k place. • 

hi obedience to orders, I visifcd a cam^ situated a few miles 
t^e city of Madras for the reception and care of sufferers from 
•famine, ih# object being the somewhat technical one of making a re] 
on the phenomena of starvation. In tents provided for their accoog- 
modatioD lay prostrated men, women, and children in.all stages of 
absolute starvation. Carts were bringing in from the surrounding dis* 
tricts |>er8on8 who, while proceeding along the highways in search of 
fOod aid'other aid, had fallen exhausted, and so lay on the roadsides! 
Altogetfier, the sight/presented were very sad. * ^ 

There being a prospCct that Ootacamund would shortly become the 
permanent teat of the Presidency Government, His Grack the Governor 
appointed a Committee,‘ of which 1 was senior member, to inquire into 
and report upon the general condition of that place. 'Ihe subject was 
carefully gone into, the respects pointed out in which improvcmeOls 
were suggested, the nature of thoSk improvements given in detail la 
due time our report (written by me) was officially submitted; it passed 
through the usual official channels, and, having done so, was fwt acted 
upon. Years have passed away since th^; the public prints record 
that evils have occurred at this beautiful locality which, it is safe to 
believe, would have been averted had our recommendations been 
carried out; those evils, moreover, definitely predicted in that report. 

Another subject on which it fell to my lot to submit a report, related 
to the prevalence of fevers among our troops: a duty which caused 
myself much unpleasantness, inasmuch that practical experience wwn 
brought into somewhat violent collision with pure theory. All 
need be moticed in this place is that, according to what is called 
scientific*' school, the actual cause of those afiectioru is dirf^ 
apparently dirt alone. According to the practical* school, the causes 
are various, including the youth of the idcn, translation to an^ alien 
climate and alien conditions, exposure, indiscretions, etc In accord* 
ance with the views first-named, numerous works to which the term 
''sanitary'* was applied were undertaken at a cost to the Indiin 
Government many thousands, nay millions, of rupees. Accordil^to 
the second, many of those expensive improvements have been 



* The other i».U)bm were Mr. MacalloiB Webster, I.C.S., sad Swgeoo-Geacm] 
ComUh, C.I.E ^ 
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^^eir intended result, nor have th(y ia uij degree touched )^c v)ot an 4 
rti^ of the evil, comprised in the general conditions just named. 

* I The king of Burmah having^ diec, the legat ^eir Tfel>aw was dtify 

* Jokimledged his suAessor. No**sooner had^he attained to Power 
Vnftf acts of maladministration and atrocity Mrev upon him exifcmo 

oi^leasure of the Indian Government. Milder measures haviag 
pr:ived ineffectual, a military force was sent to his capital, with the 
result that in due time it was captured, he himself dc{foscd, and 
brought to India as prisoner of State. For a considerable time before 
that ex|sedition was dispatched, preparatory arrangements for such a 
contingency had been as far as practicable matured—‘thos^ of the 
depann^;nt under my own supervision included. , « « 

R^at^ns between the Government of Indig and the*Ashccr ol 
Affghanistan had been in a more or less straine<l condition since 1873, 
when '‘after the return of Noor Mahomed Shah from Simla, the 
Ameer's language was very unsatisfactory*' to Lord Northbrook. " A 
tui% of ;jjioo,ooo placed to the Ameer's credit at Feshiwur by the 
BcUsh Government was allowed to remain there, and never drawn."' 
pWting the early months of 1878 the general state of those relations 
Ms much discussed in nylitary society and in civil, two different views 
being expressed regarding it: the one by officers and others of long 

* Indian experience and practical acquaintance with frontier matters; the 
^ther, chiefly by those of shorter Indian experience, and less practical 
' acquaintance on the border. 

* • Later in that year, our mueb'esteeraed Consmander'in*Chief, Sir 
Neville Chamberlain, was ordered by hotd Lytton to proceed as Envoy 
to Sheer Ali, the Ameer. He did so, and now the Madras command 
feQ d'^nng his absence to General Elmhirst, formerly of the 9th Foot, 

good officer and amiable man. After much ineffectual negotiation by 
^Hjb Neville Chamberlain, in the hope of averting armed intervention, 
Lytton declared war against the Ameer. Forces were mean* 

* while being gathered for the purpose of the campaign, the fiytb Kegi- 
,4tDent some other troops being sent from the Madras Presidency. 

The is equipment and the general arrangements for active service had 
to be provided under orders of the responsible officers concerned, of 
wbonf I was one. In due time, Sir Neville was receiv^ with welcome 
bai& from tbe Important, but unhappily futile, mission upon which he 
had been sent 

WUa the general subject of young soldiers \fersus old was occupying 
the Wtii0ffice authorities,.tbe opinions held regarding it from personal 
' ctp eriM w 9 certain senior officers were called for, mtoe among them. 

I by P. ¥. Walker, p. 62. 
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ifo a numbar of^fiDite questions, deftnite answers were submi^^ b^. 
ua individualty ^but the tone of all |ras identical»^namely, that for the 
pdr^ose of field aervicaiif India mjn of mature growth, and wh^ hai* 
already been some yearf in the country, were mos! capable of will 
^‘og Jhe wear afid tear idcidental«#o war. .Sufficient grounds fot 
opinion are casually stated in reference to incidents relating ta the 
Mutiny campaign, and to the Siege of Paris. 

* * 1« connection with the same subject, the question arose whether, or 
not advantage might accrue from the introduction of a double systeaf 

« of recruiting; namely, short service for home, long service for India. 
Some of uS elaborated a series of calculations, the outcome of which 
wqs that on thescqre of expense, including pensions, the latter scljeme* 
would 6c more econogiicaJ than the system, then as still in operation, 
involving as it docs tl^e constant influx and effiux of men to and 

' from India, the maintenance of expensive systems of Iransport, hill 
stations and sanatoria. This, however, is but one among seMral 
points relating to the important question now touched upon. 

The process of ^Mivorcing” medical officers from regiments ¥ 
l)ecome general, notwithstanding representations and protests from mm 
of long experience. In the early part of the* nineteenth century, thft 
defects incidental to **general'* hospitals and methods relating thereto 
having declared themselves in the Peniqf^lar campaign, what was 
called the regimental system was introduced in addition to, and' 
partial supersession of that method, the better to meet the requirement 
professionally of the several classes pertaining to regiments. With* 
the abolition of that system a retrograde step is taken, to the serious dis¬ 
advantage of the soldier and all other persons concerned. No sufficient 
reason exists why the double system, staff and regimental, should sot 
continue as before, and so fulfil alike the purposes of war and of peaces 
Inspection duty to military stations within the command occupi||£ 
the greater part of each cold ” season. In the performance of tn|j 
somewhat invidious function, the agreeable far outbalanced the un¬ 
pleasant, hospitality and every consideration hj the officers witWvbom 
I came in contact going far to make each such tour a pleasure trip.* 
Barracks, hospjtals, and other buildings for accommodation or other 
use by soldiers bad recently been erected in accordance with plfDS 
and lostnicdons formulated hj the Sanitary Commission in Calcq^ 
of which I was a member, as already mentioned In the maj^^ of 
insvtnces they bad been ui use by the troops during six to eig^^ffdn ; 
but so (v, liability to endemic illness of their occupant^ no 

* decrease lUtUticlUy from what hid occurred among occupd^fa^, ^the 
old style " of barracks. With regard to several other matters Cuumeted 
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yOh this, evidence was apparent that anticipations bj thal CommissKt 
hkdyetto be realised. * * ^ , • • • • • 

* Beyond the objects of routine duty there much <2 interest 

with the majority of places‘Visited. * Off the west coast, the 


what are now civil or military statioBS*carries us back to a 
when Tadmor in life witdenfess, the ancient Almyra, wSa a ^ 
*dep6t for merchandise *aod goods imported in the days of Solomoft 
from this part of India. It was off Calicut, at which the(p it now , 
stationed a small force of British troops, that in May, 1498, Vasco^a 
Gtaa came to anchor after a voyage of eleven months from Lisbon. 

In Sjop, Albuquerque having failed in one attack u|)on that place pro* 
iceeded lo Goa, which he captured, and has ever since thSt time 
renuiAcd in Portuguese possession. • • 

Can^rumore, situated further up along the Malhbar coast, is' also a 
placa of great antiquity, though now of small in)}>ortance. From the 
days of Pliny, afid long b^orc then, the inhabitants of the whole district 
80 miBetl were known to be sea robbers and wreckers. At the present 
da]^owevcr, the descendants of those early pirates may be seen ciuictly 
at^ndy, and learning useful handicraft in the establishments belonging 
tw^e Basel Mission, which arc in very flourishing condition, if we 
can form an opinion on the subject from a cursory visit to them. 

An isolated military post is Maliapuram, situated in a district mostly 
^vered with dbnse jungle,* at the distance of a night's journey from 
•Calicut The result to me of the trip there aod back through malarious 
ilpTusts was an attack of illness, recovery from which was due to 
the hospitable attentions received from Mr. and Mrs. Wigram. The 
object of the little garrison alluded to is to preserve peace among the 
Mo^as, a manly, lawless race, whose descent is believed to be from 
Anb sailors who, in ancient times, formed connections with native 
') women. They are noted for their zeal as Mahomedtns, for the 
lity with which risings” take place among them, and lihe blood¬ 
ied mcidental to those occasions. 

« Bandore has Seen already mentioned in these notes. The large 
kantopmeot for British troSps, in respect to completeness of arrange¬ 
ments, is unsurpassed in India. In near proximity to it U the residence 
Sf tb^representative of Government at tte Court of Mysore. 

tfom this pUc« the routine usually is to proceed to Bellaty, situated 
iif tlb^eotre of the Indian Peninsula. Smaller than Bangalore, yet of 
conMfeible importance, it is the military cei^rt of the Berar district, 
.1853 to the Government erf India represented by Lord 
account of certain subsidies then in anejr on the part of ^ 
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^ ^eci^nderaCad^ {>crhaps the ^^esttniliury statioo in India, kUtuuiSd' 
at a distance qf nine lo {wclve miles from Hyderabad, lliat inpdftafi* 
pative city visitedaifter dut/ had been gone through, vjsit« 
performed on elephants, a guard 6f sowars funvished for our s{gti^n« 
duct; nor the precaution unnecessary, if an opinion cqpM^be* 
If^atncred from the expression of luen's countenances as we proorndd 
along the narrow winding street^. Our excursion was varied by a short 
r tri^> by iieain launch on the Meer Alum tank, and afterwards by a 
short visit to the mosques at Golcooda. ♦ 

An unpleasant duty connected with my position, but one which 
fortunately had only at rare intervals to be i)erformcd, was that ot re* 
t)orting otherwise than favourably on officers within my sphere ^f super* < 
iAicnd^^. Such occashms only arose at the ]>eriodical iny)eAians, 
and then the methoS I adopted was to read to the officer concerned 
the portion of the usuil official report relating to the particular point 
commebted upon, requesting him at the same time to fumi^b his 
explanation regarding it, so that the explanatory document shottd be 
transmitted together with the adverse comment. Otherwise, as it 
seemed to me, an injury would be inflicted without the officer concea|^ 
being aware of the grounds or exfent of it, and without an opportuf^ 
being afforded him to defend himself. In fact, the whole system of 
confidentiar' rei)orts is open to very grave objection, as by their 
very nature they more or less ** strike a nun in the darkf.'^ • (L 

In some instances, fortunately of rare occurrence, it was found that^ 
an officer, previously known to be zealous, painstaking, and oiherwiseu 
efficient, suddenly displayed impatience of administrative control, and 
in other respects brought himself unpleasantly before the authorities. 
In the course of ex|>erience I came to know various instances in which 
the sudden change alluded to was in reality the preroonitor of ilUNsii^^ 
others in which it was the first indication of actual disease; 
sequendy^l was at the outset prepared to look upon such a changi 
one or other of these lights. This remark may apply to all classes 
officers, more especially in the tropics, an^ I believe that qjugh un^ 
necessary disciplinary severity towards individuals under such ciccum^ 
stances could be with advantage exchanged (of more considerate^ 
methods. ^ 

In my own branch of the general service, and io others, I had vazibus 
opportunities of seeing the results of so<aHed ** sweeping "refqgiilV 
new brooms " and particular officers whose moving principlAg|iMed 
to that whatever is, is wrong, and therefore must b^^M^ed. 
Happily for the personal comfort of all concerned, and fJHa^^eflt 
of the service as a whole, the great majmty of admiDist^H^BRcers 
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vjfSR Jbtmt that reasons are fonbcomipg» V sought for^ to accounf ftr 
Ywtplefer may not be at fini sight evident ^ ccfereif^c to [particular 
' n^es of routine; therefore the oflTtcr of e^^nrience, af opposed 

* rnm ^ reformer/^ endeavours, in tW first place» to ascertain the nature 
of tl)pse conditioiLS* and having done so, *10 intrcx^ce slowly and 

* gn^nahy such changes as alUicd ^ndkions may suggest. * ^ * 

^liere are certain other |>otnls relating to administration which t 
may note. I bad long ago become aware that in conducling dutiesf 
ehc m.iking of promises other than such as could there and then be 
performed ir. a ba 4 one; circumstances are at>t to arise which render 
it ^aite impcssible to carry out those made in anticijKitiory ^ In such 
.caie\ gteat disappointment and often chagrin to the olticcr conccmc<l 
.* was ^hc result. Very bitterly as a young man hafl I fciwV<^agh :fi)d 
' cAvaficr action towards me by senior and othcial sujpcriors. It was 

* aceordingly my endeavour to avoid similar demeanour towards my 
junion. In communicating expressions of ohicial dissatisfaction, it 
wat an object of my endeavour to avoid giving sucb an expression the 
tone of pcnonality. 

Puring the greater part of the ^ve years comprising my tour of 
service in the Madras Presidency, rfiy family occupied a bouse in Ooty, 
for by that almost loving abbreviation was Oolacaniund known. There 
' my wife and daughter remained continuously, their occupation and 
^^nJoymcnt«coT!i]»rising Sories, dogs, a farmyard, and garden. Thither 
^ in the hot season I repaired, as one of the officials entitled to that 
I«great privilege; and there, while carrying on departmental duties^ 

' 1 was able to participate in the various occupations and enjoyments 
special to th* place. Among those were rides, drives, excursions, 
picnics, visits to various Government and other gardens and 

* pMutions, including tea gardens; while to a lover of nature there was 
evej‘failing source of interest in the phases of plant and animal life 
we rode or walked along the various mountain faces by»which the 

• station was encirded. 

L Sogie|y was pervaded bv a spirit of sociability and friendliness; that 
pton«vgiven to it by its leaders, the Ladies.(>renville and I^y Chamber- 
L lain. Official duty was conducted in a spirit of kind consideration 
\bctween officials, at the same time that it was well ind honestly per* 
fo^ed. It was, then, with great r^et that my period drew to a close 
fving ended, my relief ” arrived. My five years in the Madras 
were inde^ ** the green spot*' in Ay somewhat long period 
of kL..In December, 1879 ,1 embvked for England. * 

ly days of January, r88e, we landeit^ Sottthampton^ 
roceeded to Portsmouth, to which district I found myself 
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a]}poipted.. tt was now {he deftd of winter. The rapid csi^^; 

from the heat ^f Madrae to the bitter cold of this part of Engw^d^ 
caused severe Cness persocT of Ihy dear wife—a circutnuas^ 

whicb gave rise to a fellow*fcclin^ for the mahy soldiers’ wives nd 
j:hil<^en who ur^ergo t^e*same transition b(tweeh extremes, 

01^ Sufficient provision in clothing %d other requisites to enable timt 
to withstand its effects: The routine of duty was much the same at it* 
liat^been SDcne ten years previous; the one respect in which a change 
was visible referred to my own special departmenl, into which alter^ 
ations introduced seemed to tend neither to the well-being of the sol¬ 
dier norj:(ynfort of the officer. ^ 

My period of service drew to a dose under the terms of a* recently , 
isstied %i)^l warranty Arrangements were made accordirtgly^ fbr 
handing over to a successor duties the i>6rformancc of which had 
• become in a manner $&ond nature to me, so much so that rinrir 
cessation was looked forward to as a blank in prospect. In tht^vly 
days of April the Army Estimates for the current year were pubilled. 
In accordance with them 1 was one of six to whom was auUiorlstd 
the reward for Distinguished Military Services.’' On May 15, as 
tlie clock struck the hour of noon, I resigned my seat to the officer 
ordered to rclie^'O me. In the succeeding GautU the notification 
appeared that I was placed on retired My active career was, 

ended. * ' 

[r.S.— In the Jubilee GazetU^ 1S97, the distinction of K.C.B. was 
confened upon me. On August zi following, at Osborne, Her Most 
Oracious Majesty was pleased to invest me with the Insignia of the 
Order. On December 2 1 had the additional honour of^ rec*eiving 
the Jubilee medal, transmitted by command of the Queen, to be 
in commemoration of the sixtieth anniversary of Her Majesty's Kels^l 
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